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4 PROCEEDINGS and DEBATES 
ot the FOURTH SESSION of the 
HOUSE of LO K&S 
| OF THE 


Fourteenth Parliament of Great-Britain ; 


Appointed to be held at Weſtminſter, on Thurſday the 18th day of 
November, 1 777. | 


THE King came to the Houſe of _Lords, and having ſent 
for the Commons, deliveged the following ſpeech to 
both Houſes. . RR : 
My Lords aud Gentlemen, | 

It is a great ſatisfaction to me, that I can have recourſe The King's 
to the wiſdom and ſuppagt,of my Parliament, in this con- Pesch. 
juncture, when the continuance of the rebellion in North _ * 

merica demands our moſt ſerious attention. The powers, 
which you have entruſted me with for the ſuppreſſion of this 
revolt, have been faithfully exerted ; and I have a juſt con- 
fidence, that the conduct and courage of my officers, and 
the ſpirit and intrepidity of my forces, both by ſea and lagd, + 
will, under the bleſſing of Divine Providence, be attended 
with important ſucceſs : but as I am perſuaded, that you 
will ſee the neceſſity of preparing for ſuch further opera- 
tions, as the contingencics of the war, and the obſtinacy 
of the rebels may render expedient, I am for that purpole, , 
purſuing the proper meaſures for keeping my land forces 
complete to their preſent eſtabliſhment ; and if I ſhould 
have occafion to increaſe them, by contracting any new en- 
gagements, I rely on your zeal and public ſpirit to enable 
me to make them good. by 


0h 10- B | I receive 
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I receive repeated aſſurances from foreign powers, of their 
pacific diſpoſitions. My own cannot be doubted : but, at 
this time, when the armaments in the ports of France and 
Spain continue, I have thought it adviſeable to make a con- 
fiderable augmentation to my naval force, as well to keep 
my kingdoms in a refpeCtable ſtate of ſecurity, as to provide 
an adequate protection for the extenſive commerce of m 
ſubjects; and as, on the one hand, I am determined that the 
peace of Europe ſhall not be diſturbed by me, fo, on the 
other, I will always be a faithful guardian of the honour of 
the crown of Great-Britain. | 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

J have ordered the eſtimates for the enſuing year to be 
laid before you, The various ſervices which T have men- 
tioned to you will unavoidably require large ſupplies; and 
nothing could relieve my mind from the concern which [ 
feel for the heavy charge which they muſt bring on my 
faithful people, but the perfect conviction that they are 


neeeſſary for the welfare and the eſſential intereſts of my 
1 __ kingdoms. 
iy Lords and Gentlemen, 


J will ſteadily purſue the meaſures in which we are en- 
gaged for the re-cſtabliſhment of that conſtitutional ſubor- 
dination, which, with the blefiing of God, I will maintain 
through the ſeveral parts of my dominions : but I ſhall 
ever be watchful for an opportunity of putting a ſtop to the 
effuſion of the blood of my ſubjects, and the calamities 
which are inſeparable from a ſtatè bf war. And I {till hope, 
that the deluded and unhappy multitude will return to their 
allegiance ; and that the remembrance of what they once 
enjoyed, the regret for what they have loſt, and the feelings 
of what they now ſuffer, under the arbitrary tyranny of their 
leaders, will rekindle in their hearts a ſpirit of loyalty to 
their ſovereign, and of attachment to their mother country; 
and that they will enable me, with the concurrence and ſup- 
port of my Parliament, to accompliſh, what J ſhall conſider 
as the greateſt happineſs of my life, and the greateft glory 

of my reign, the reſteration of peace, order, and confidence 
to my American colonies. | | | 

The ſpeech being twice read, as uſual, from the woolſack, 

— and then by the deputy clerk of the crown, 
Lord Peg. Lord Percy acquainted the Houſe, that it had fallen to 
his lot to have the honour of moving an addreſs, in anſwer 
ta the moſt gracious ſpecch now read, He acknowledge 
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his own infafficiency for an undertaking which called for the 


moſt zealous and energetic language that Houſe was capable 
of expreſſing atſelf in. His Lordſhip obſerved, an event 


had happened ſince hay laſt ſat there, which ought to. give 


every noble Lord preſent the moſt heart-felt pleaſure ; that 
was, the birth of a princeſs, as it was an additional ſecurity 
to the Proteſtant religion, and the enjoyment of thoſe con- 
ſtitutional rights which were known to be ſo peculiarly the 
care of the amiable and virtuous ſovercign on the throne, 
and were likely to be tranſmitted to the lateſt poſterity, 
through his illuſtrious houſe. He then applied himſelf par- 
ticularly to the contents of the ſpeech, and paſſed the higheſt 
encomiums on the humane but firm ſpirit with which it was 
fraught, He acknowledged his obligations in common with 
the officers ſerving in America, for the very gracious teſti- 
mony which has been given to their ſervices by their royal 
maſter, and the high confidence he expreſſed, in the ſpirit 
and intrepidity of his forces, both by ſea and land.. He 
lamented, as a profeſſional man, what a difagreeable ſitua- 
tion perſons ſerving in high commands ſtood in, when ac- 
cidents, which it was frequently not in the power of the 
greateſt military ſkill or foreſight to 8 or prevent, were 
attributed to neglect or incapacity. He lamented the fate 
of thoſe brave and able men, who were thus liable to ſuffer 
under unjuſt cenſures; and whoſe abſence in a diſtant coun- 
try, neceſſarily prevented them from having an opportunity 
to defend themſelves. From his own knowledge, he could 
affirm, that they were as cruel as ill founded, It was im- 
poſhble, at this diſtance, to paſs a judgment on the opera- 
tions of war; it was injudicious and unfair to eſtimate their 
propricty by the events. It was with particular ſatisfaction, 
therefore, that he perceived his Majeſty and his miniſters, 
and he believed a very great majority of the nation, enter- 
tained ſentiments of a very different kind, A great deal had 


been already done, conſidering what great obſtacles were to be 
ſurmounted ; and he had the beſt founded hope, he ſaid, 


that the iſſue would be no leſs proſperous, than the meaſures 


hitherto adopted were wiſe, and the execution of them 


honourable and glorious to thoſe to whom it was entruſted, 


His Lordſhip expreſſed great ſorrow for the occaſion of , 


the war, and the effuſion of human blood, which was inſe- 
parable from ſuch a ſtate ; but he was convinced, how much 
ſoever his Majeſty, the Parliament, and the nation might 


feel on the occaſion, the temper of America made it neceſ- 


* - fary ; 


ſary; the people there had been deluded and mifled by their 


; and nothing, he feared, would compel them to re- 


turn to their allegiance, but a continuance e ſame de- 


cifive exertions on our part, till we were fully enabled to 
convince them, that as our rights were indifputably ſupreme, 
ſo our ſtrength was fully adequate to their full maintenance 
and ſupport. 

He concluded his remarks on the ſpeech, with paſſing 
great commendations on that humane, gracious, fatherly 
ſpirit which, he ſaid, it breathed, and the invitation it held 
: to our deluded colonies, to return to their loyalty and 
their former conſtitutional connection, and attachment to 


this country. His Lordſhip moved, That an humble addreſs 


be prefented to his Majeſty, to return his Majefty the 
Thanks of this Houſe, for his moſt gracious ſpeech from the 
throne. 

With hearts deeply intereſted in every event which tends 
to increaſe his Mateſty's domeſtic felicity, and impreſſed 
with the livelieſt ſentiments of duty and attachment to the 
Queen, to offer to his Majeſty the congratulations of his 


- faithful Commons, on the birth of another princeſs, and on 


her Majeſty's happy recovery. | 
Io affure his Majefty, that we take a ſincere part in the 
confidence which his Majefty expreſſes, that the conduct 


and courage of his officers, and the ſpirit and intrepidity of 


his forces, both by ſea and land, will, under the Divine 
Providence, be attended with important ſucceſs ; but at the 
ſame time we entirely concur with his Majeſty, in thinking 
that it 1s neceſſary to prepare for ſuch further operations, as 
future events, and the contingencies of the war may render 
expedient ; and that we learn with much fatisfa&ion, that 
his Majefty is for that purpoſe purſuing the proper meaſures, 
for keeping his land forces complete to their preſent eſta- 


bliſhment; and that, whenever his Majeſty ſhall be pleaſed 


to communicate to this Houſe any new engagements, which 
he may have entered into for increaſing his military force; 


we will take the ſame into our confideration, and we truſt 
his Majefty will not be diſappointed in the gracious ſenti- 


ments, which he cntertains -of the zeal and public ſpirit of 


this Houſe, | 
To declare, that we are truly ſenſible, that his Majeſty's 
conſtant care for the welfare of his people, and his generous 
concern for the happineſs of mankind, diſpoſe his Majeſty 
to defire, that the peace of Europe may not be diſturbed ; 
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but that we acknowledge with equal gratitude his Majeſty's 
attention to the ſecurity of his kingdoms, and the protection 
of the extenſive commerce of his ſubjeAs, in his having 
made a conſiderable augmentation to his naval force, on 
which the reputation and importance of this nation muſt 
ever principally depend ; and we hear with the higheſt ſatis- 
faction, and rely with perfect confidence on his royal decla- 
ration, that he will always be the faithful guardian of the 
honour of the Britiſh crown. | 

To aſſure his Majeſty, that we will, without delay, chear- 
fully concur in all ſuch expences as ſhall be found neceſſary 
for the welfare and eſſential intereſts of theſe kingdoms, and 
for the vigorous proſecution of the meaſures in which we 
are engaged, for the re-eftabliſhment of that conſtitutional 
ſubordination, which, we truft, with the bleſſing of God, 
his Majeſty will be able to maintain through the ſeveral parts 
of his dominions. 

That we acknowledge, with equal gratitude and admira- 
tion, his Majeſty's paternal declaration, that he will be ever 
watchful for an opportunity of putting a ſtop to the effuſion 
of the blood of his ſubjects, and the calamities of war, 

That we cannot but ſtill entertain a hope, that a diſcern- 
ment of their true intereſts, the remembrance of the bleſ- 
ſings they once enjoyed, and the ſenſe of their preſent ſuf- 
ferings under the arbitrary tyranny of their leaders, will 
induce the deluded and unhappy multitude to return to their 
allegiance, and will re-animate their hearts with a ſpirit of 
loyalty to their ſovereign, and of attachment to their mother 
country. 

That the gracious and condeſcending manner in which his 
Majeſty expreſſes his defire that he may be enabled to reſtore 
peace, order, and confidence to his American colonies, can- 
not fail of endearing him to the hearts of all his ſubjeQts ; 
and to aſſure his Majeſty, that, when this great work can 
be accompliſhed, and ſettled on the true principles of the 
conftitution, his Majeſty may depend on the moſt zealougs 
concurrence and ſupport of this Houſe. 3 


The Earl of Cheſler feld ſeconded the motion, in a few words. Earl of che- 
He heartily agreed with what had been urged by the noble . 


Lord who moved it. He was perſuaded that the increaſe ot 
the preſent royal family was the beſt ſecurity for the Pro- 
teſtant religion, and the preſervation of the conſtitutional 
liberties of this country. He ſaid, our commanders in 
America, both by ſea and land, were entitled to our higheſt 
I COn- 
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confidence and thanks, and he made no doubt that their mi- 


litary ſkill, and the native bravery, intrepidity, and, diſci- 
pline of the troops, would in the end prevail. He lamented 
the occaſion of employing them; but, he obſerved, it be- 
came neceſlary ; he ſhould therefore give his hearty con- 
currence to the addreſs, as moved by the noble Lord. 

The Earl of Coventry. I have frequently, almoſt as of- 
ten as the queſtion has recurred, given my opinion of the 
impolicy of coercing America. I mean, in any or either 
event, practicable or impracticable; and J am ſorry that 
the means employed, as far as they have come to the 


knowledge of this Houſe, have been ſo many freſh confir- 


mations, that I have not been miſtaken. Not a noble Lord 


in this Houſe is more firmly perſuaded than myſelf, that the 


fupreme dominion and controul over every part and depen- 


dency of this empire, is ultimately lodged in this legiſla- 


ture. The very eſſence and being of government require 
fuch a ſupremacy to be lodged ſomewhere ; and it can hard- 
ly be ſeriouſly afferted, that the controul neceſſary to carry 
on the purpoſes of civil government, can be either divided 
or veſted elſewhere. This ſupreme power, I do venture to 
affirm, pervades every part of the Britiſh dominions ; but, 
while I contend for this, I am equally convinced of the ab- 


ſurdity of exerting it at firſt, and the ſtill greater folly of per- 


ſevering in a conduct which, 1 fear, will ſooner or later 

ove the deſtruction of this country. I now recommend 
what I have frequently before urged to your Lordſhips, to 
confider this country and America not what they are, but 
what they muſt be. Obſerve the ſcale both countries are 
laid down upon; conſider the very different ſtates they are 
however ſlowly, approaching to. Attend to the vaſt extent of 
one, and the diminutive figure of Britain ; to their domeſtic 
fituations; to the increaſe of population in one, and the 
inevitable decline of it in the other; the luxury, diffipation, 
and all their concomitant effects in this country, and the 
frugality, induſtry, and conſequent wiſe policy of America. 
Theſe, my Lords, were the main grounds on which I pre- 
ſumed to trouble you from time to time on this ſubject. I 


foreſaw then, as I continue to do fill, that a period muſt 


arrive, when America would render herſelf independent ; 
that this country would fall, and the ſeat of empire be re- 
moved beyond 8 Atlantic: nay, my Lords, ſo firmly per- 


ſuaded am Jof the event, that I always held it as a ab 
N | $1 ae and 


o 


a _YDETA.THI 


and natural conſequence of the connection between both 
countries. 

]- therefore always wiſhed, that that day ſhould be poſt- 
poned, as far as the cauſes J have mentioned could poſſibly 
admit of; for as ſurely, and as long as the graſs continues 
to grow, or the ſinoke to aſcend, the ſame cauſes will pro- 
duce ſimilar effects. As in the phyſical world they are uni- 
form, ſo in the political they are no leſs certain. This will, 
T preſume, account for the motives which have hitherto de- 
termined my conduct. | 
I I ſhould, my Lords, be very ſorry to be miſunderſtood, 
as if I defired to accelerate the independence of America, 
on account of its unimportance to this country ; nothing 
can be, or ever was farther from my thoughts; I know its 
value too well: I wiſhed for the farther enjoyment of it, till 
I perceived that ſuch an expectation was founded in error: 
that moment arrived, the inſtant the queſtion relative to 
the right was agitated, or at leaft perſiſted in, fo as to lay 
a foundation for meaſures of coercion, ſo long as we could 
have held America as a dependency, acknowledging ſpon- 
tancouſly her ſubordination and political obedience to this 
country, America was worth retaining; when that friendly 
tie was broken, we ſhould have endeavoured to conciliate; 
and if that did not ſucceed, then have proclaimed her inde- 
pendent, and brought over as friends and allies thoſe whom 
a contrary conduct would of neceſſity have made our moſt 
inveterate and powerful enemies. | 3 

But, my Lords, befides thoſe general reaſons, which I 
have ſeveral times ſukmitted to your conſideration, others 
have fince ariſen, that give, in my opinion, additional 
weight to my former arguments ; the chief of which is, the 
immediate impracticability and danger of the meaſures now 
purſuing ; the imminent peril of not only the premature loſs 
of our colonies, but, what I think infinitely more important, 
the deſtruction of this country; the precipitating us into 
that ruin which could not be effected but by the flow pro- 
greſſive operations of thoſe political cauſes, which I have 
now alluded to; cauſes, which muſt, in all human probabi- 
lity, have taken place, at ſome very remote and diftant 
period, Let your Lordſhips advert ſeriouſly to the true ſtate 
of this country; the critical ſituation of affairs in America 
the diſpoſition of foreign powers; their ability and inclina- 
tion to annoy us; the uncertainty of military events, and 
the numerous difficulties attending the carrying on a war at 
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ſuch a diſtance ; in ſhort, the manifold great obſtructions, 
both natural and artificial, this nation has to contend with; 
and ] much doubt but your Lordſhips will be ſtrongly in- 
clined to look forward to the very alarming and ſerious con- 
ſequences, a perſeverance ſuch as that now recommended 
from the throne, may, nay I fear muſt, be productive of, 
For my part, I ſee nothing but ruin before us, ſhould they 
be adopted. Though late, I think it is better to fit down 
with our preſent loſs, than continue to multiply thoſe perils 
which ſurround us on every fide. I think the only meaſure 
which promiſes even a temporary preſervation, is to with- 
draw our fleets and armies ; and, by making a virtue of ne- 
ceſſity, declare America independent. 

Theſe, my Lords, being my declared ſentiments from the 
beginning, it cannot be ſuppoſed that I will give my con- 
currence to any vote for the further proſecuting this ruinous, 
mad, deſtructive war: J have riſen therefore, my Lords, to 

ive my direct negative to the addreſs now moved. | 

The Earl of Chatham, My Lords, I moſt chearfully agree 


Gibas. with the firſt paragraph of the addreſs moved by the noble 


Lord. I would even go proſtrate myſelf at the foot of the 
throne, were it neceflary, to teſtify my joy at any event 
which may promiſe to add to the domeſtic felicity of my 
ſovereign, at any thing which may ſeem to give a farther 
ſecurity to the permanent enjoyment of the religious and 
civil rights of my fellow-ſubſects; but while I do this, I 
maſt at the ſame time expreſs my ſtrongeſt diſapprobation of 
the addreſs, and the fatal meaſures which it approves. My 
Lords, it was cuſtomary for the King, on ſimiliar occaſions, 


ſay, my Lords, to aſk the advice of this Houſe, the herc- 
ditary great council of the nation, not to dictate to it. My 
Lords, what does this ſpeech ſay ? It tells you of meaſures 
already agreed upon, and very cavalierly defires your con- 
currence. It indeed talks of wiſdom and ſupport; it counts 


on the certainty of events yet in the womb of time; but in 


point of plan and defign it is peremptory and dictatorial. Is 


this a proper language to be uſed to your Lordſhips? Is 


this a language fit to be endured ? Is this high pretenſion to 
over-rule the diſpoſitions of Providence itſelf, and the will 


and judgment of Parliament, juſtified by any former con- 


duct or precedent prediction? No, my Lords, it is the 
language of an ill- founded confidence; a confidence, my 
Lords, I will be bold to ſay, ſupported hitherto only Dy A 
1 | uc. 


ot to lead Parliament, but to be guided by it. It was utual, - 
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ſucceſſion of diſappointments, diſgraces, and defeats, I am 


aſtoniſhed how any miniſter dare adviſe his Majeſty to hold 
ſuch a language to your Lordſhips. I would be glad to ſee 
the miniſter that dare avow it in his place. What is the 
import of this extraordinary application? What, but an 
unlimited confidence in thoſe who have hitherto miſguided, 
deceived, and mifled you? It is, I maintain, unlimited; 
it deſires you to grant, not what you may be ſatisfied is ne- 
ceſſary, but what his Majeſty's miniſters may chuſe to think 
ſo : troops, fleets, treaties, and ſubſidies, not yet revealed. 
Should your Lordſhips agree to the preſent addreſs, you will 
ſtand pledged to all this; you cannot retreat; it binds you to 
the conſequences, be they what they may. 

My Lords, whoever gave this pernicious counſel to the 
King, ought to be made anſwerable to this Houſe, and to 
the nation at large, for the conſequences. The precedent 1s 
dangerous and unconſtitutional. Who, I ſay, has had the 
temerity to tell the King, that his affairs are in a proſperous 
condition? and who, of coufſe, is the author of thoſe at- 
ſurances, which are this day given you, in order to miſlead 
you.? ; 

My Lords, what is the preſent ſtate of this nation? It 
is big with difficulty and danger; it is full of the moſt de- 
ſtructive circumſtances : 1 fay,, my Lords, it 1s truly peri- 
lous. What are theſe little iſlands, Great-Britain and Ire- 
land? What is your defence? Nothing. What 1s the 
condition of your formidable and inveterate enemies, the 
two leading branches of the houſe of Bourbon? They have 
a formidable navy ; I fay, my Lords, their intentions are 
hoſtile, I know it. Their coaſts are lined with troops, 
from the furthermoſt part of the coaft of Spain up to Dun- 
kirk, © What have you to oppoſe them? Not five thouſand 
men in this iſland; nor more in Ireland; nor above twenty 
[hips of the line, manned and fit for ſervice, My Lords, 
without peace, without an immediate reſtoration of tran- 
quility, this nation is ruined, What has been the conduct 
of your miniſters? How have they endeavoured to conci- 
late the affection and obedience of their American brethren ? 
They have gone to Gerwany ; they have ſought the alliance 
and aſſiſtance of every piriful, beggarly, inſignificant, paltry 
German prince, to cut the throats of their loyal, brave, 
ard injured brethren in America. They have catered into 
mercenary treaties with thoſe human butchers, for the pur- 
chate and ſale of human blood. But, wy Lords, this is not 
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all ; they have entered into other treaties, They have let 
the ſavages of America, looſe upon their innocent, inoffending 
brethren ; looſe upon the weak, the aged, and defenceleis; 
on old men, women, and children; upon the very babes 
upon the breaſt, to be. cut, mangled, facrificed, broiled, 
roaſted, nay, to be literally eat. Theſe, my Lords, are 
the allies Great Britain now has; carnage, deſolation, and 
deſtruction, wherever her arms are carried, is her newly 
adopted mode of making war. Our miniſters have made 
alliances at the German ſhambles; and with the barbarians 
of America, with the mercileſs torturers of their ſpecies : 
where they will next apply, I cannot tell; for my part, I 
ſhould not be ſurpriſed if their next league was with the King 
of the Gypſies, having already ſcoured all Germany and 
America, to ſeek the aſhitance of canibals and butchers, 
The arms of this country are diſgraced, even in victory, as 
well as defeat. Is this conſiſtent, my Lords, with any part 
of our former conduct? Was it by means like theſe we 
arrived at that pinnacle of fame and grandeur, which, while 
it eſtabliſned our reputation in every quarter of the globe, 
gave the fulleſt teſtimony of our juſtice, mercy, and national 


integrity. Was it by the tomohawk and ſcalping-knife, that 


Britiſh valour and humanity became in a manner proverbial ; 
and the honours of war, and the eclat of conqueſt, became 
but matters of fecondary praiſe, when compared to thoſe of 
national humanity and national honour > Was it by ſetting 


looſe the ſavages of America, to embrue their hands in the 


blood of our enemies, that the duties of the ſoldier, the 
citizen, and the man, came to be united? Is this honour- 
able warfare, my Lords? Does it correſpend with the lan- 
guage of the poet The pride, pomp and circumſtance of 
glorious war, that makes ambition virtue.“ 

No, my Lords, if ſucceſs is ever to attend the Britiih 


arms, Britain muſt recur to her former means of conqueſt, 
America will never ſubmit to be ſlaughtered by foreign mer- 


cenaries. If any thing is to be effected, it muſt be by Bri- 
tith levics, and Britiſh valour. In ſuch a cauſe, ſhould the 


raiſing of Britiſh troops become neceſſary, I ſhould chear- 


fully co-operate. I would, my Lords, fell my ſhirt off my 
back to afhiſt in proper meaſures, properly and wiſely conduct- 
ed; but I would not part with a ſingle thilling to the preſent I 


miniſters. Their plans are founded in deſtruction and dil- 


grace. It is, my Lords, a ruinous and deſtructive war; it 5; 
full of danger; it teems with diigrace, and muſt end in ruin, 
— ho Our 
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Our coaſts are daily inſulted; our ſeas are torn with Ameri- 
can privateers; we are deſtitute of protection; and we have 
loſt the port of Liſbon, the only ſafe reſort of our fleets, 
ſhips of war, and merchant- men. Should France and Spain 
throw off the maſk, and declare againſt us; ſhould we conti- 
nue to proſecute the ſame deſtructive ſyſtem we have been 
now for the three laſt years unhappily and madly engaged in, 
that truly alarming event cannot be far diſtant. Thoſe po- 
wers will moſt inevitably profit of our want of wiſdom, if we 
do not immediately prevent it. . The moment 1s critical, our 


ſituation is perilous, and we ſhould truft as little as poſſible to 


events, which, according to every probable appearance, are 
more likely to make againſt, than for us. e 
My Lords, the houſe of Bourbon is ready to break with us; 
they abet the cauſe of our ſubjects. Now is the time, my 
Lords, in which only we ſhall have it in our power to treat 
with America. France and Spain have done a great deal; 
but they have declined to do all that America has defired. 


America is in an ill humour; it _ now be detached from 


its connections with thoſe powers, if reaſonable terms of ac- 
commodation are held out to them; if not, the opportunit) 
will be loſt; an opportunity, I will venture to ſay, we ſhall 
never again have. But your Lordſhips will aſk, 1 
we were willing to treat, is America equally well inclined * 
To this I ſhall generally anſwer, that I think the political 


connection and ſuperiority of this country with and over Ame- 


rica is indiſſoluble and indiſputable, I think this empire to be 
entire, but the peculiar rights, privileges, and immunities of its 


ſeveral conſtituent parts, tobe facred and inviolable; I was con- 


ſequently againſt any expreſs parliamentary avowal of that 


right, becauſe I thought it impolitic and unneceſſary; | His 


Lordſhip alluded to the declaratory law.] but as to America, 
and its views of independency, I muſt own, I always looked 
upon that country to be as much a part of Great Britain, to 
every purpoſe but that of taxation, as Devonſhire, Surry, 
or Middleſex. . When I ſay this, I would be perfectly and 
clearly underſtood, to reſerve the colonies their municipal 
rights; the prefervation of their charters ; and above all, 


the right of taxing themſelves; for without this laft right, 


can never be brought to believe that America will return 


to its former ſtate ; or if it ſhould, that the colonies would 


have, in truth, any thing they could juſtly call their own. I 
would have your Lordſhips conſider what this unlimited 


claim of taxation goes to, that a venal herd, at three thou- 
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ſand miles diſtance, aſſume to themſelves, the power of diſpo- 
ſing of the fortunes and eſtates. of a people, whoſe temper, 
ab ities, and diſpoſitions, whoſe wants, grievances, or mate- 
rial intereſts, they are totally ignorant of, There are many 
men of property in America; and of landed property too, 
Mr. Waſhington, who now commands what 1s called this 
night the rebel forces, 1s worth five thouſand pounds a year ; 
there are many others, men of conſiderable fortunes, ſenſe, 
and underſtanding. Can it be believed, is it natural to ex- 
peR, that ſuch men of native weight, abilities, and conſe. 
quence, will ever acknowledge a right of taxation, which 
would ſubject their property to the arbitrary controul and 
diſpoſition of perſons with whom they are totally unacquain- 


ted and unconnetted ? The idea is abſurd. The Americans 


are a wiſe, induſtrious, and prudent people, They poſleſ 
too much good ſenſe, and too much ſpirit, to ever ſubmit to 
hold their properties on ſo precarious and diſgraceful a tenure, 
They ſee us, beſides, immerſed in luxury, diſſipation, vena- 
lity, and corruption ; they perceive, that if even they were 
willing to contribute, to what. purpoſes their contributions 
would be applied; to nothing but the extinction of public 
and private virtue there, as has already. been the caſe here. 
The idea of taxation, my Lords, I think, therefore, both 
unjuſt and impracticable; but the great bond of union, the 
ws tax we ſhould or ought to expect from them, that deri- 
ved from their trade, muſt be ſecured, I will never conſent 
to the American claims of ſovereignty. If there be any in 


this Houſe who contend for it, I diſclaim all connections with 


them. I ſhall be ever for ſecuring the conſtitutional depen- 
dency of the colonies on this country; and it is principally 
with that view I make the preſent motion, which is ſolely di- 
rected to that point. An opening now preſents itſelf, I 
would wiſh your Lordſhips to embrace it. I mean to pro- 
poſe a ceſſation of hoſtilities, as the firft ſtep towards fo de- 
ſirable a work, If your Lordſhips ſhould approve of it, I 
mean to follow it with a propoſition for appointing a com- 
mittee to conſider of ſuch immediate meaſures as may empo- 
wer the Crown to ſend commiſſioners, veſted with certain 
powers, to treat on ſpecific terms; and if America ſhould 
prove deaf to all. reaſonable overtures on our part, in which, 


as the baſis of the whole, the preſervation of the act of navi- 


gation ſhould be one; then it will remain with your Lord- 


ſhips to conſider of the propereſt meaſures to compel them to 


2 performance of that duty, which they would, by ſo unng- 
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tural a conduct, moſt unjuſtly withhold, I think I might 
ſafely pledge my ſelf that ſuch an offer would not fail to ſuc- 
ceed. I know that faction reigns in ſome part of America, 
and that, probably, ſome who compoſe that faction look for 
independency, and nothing elſe, I know too that the middle 
colonies are more tempexate, and that they, and ' thoſe to 
the ſouthward, if they had the ſecurity now mentioned, 
would gladly return to their former ſtate, Many ather ob- 
jections may be raiſed againſt ſuch a plan. It may be ſaid, 
who ſhall offer, and where will be the ſecurity on either hand 
for a faithful performance, ſhould the troops be withdrawn, or 
theleviesdiſbanded ? To this Ianſwer, not by any declarations 
of right here, or aſſertions of it there, but barely by operative 
acts here, conſented to, acknowledged and ratified by the ſeveral 
aſſemblies in America. Theſe are my ideas, founded, I be- 
lieve, on a thorough knowledge of the people of that country. 
I know that the war you are carrying on there is a ruinous 
une, and totally impracticable. I know, if you ſhould de- 
termine to proſecute it, you muſt raiſe home levies ; for I am 
perſuaded that the colonies will never conſent to treat with 
you, nor ſubmit, while there is a ſingle foreign troop in your 
ſervice, His Lordſhip then moved the following amend- 
ment; 

«© That this Houſe does moſt humbly adviſe and ſupplicate 
his Majeſty, to be pleaſed to cauſe the moſt ſpeedy and ef- 
fectual meatures to be taken for reſtoring peace in America, 
and that no time may be loſt, in propoſing an immediate ceſ- 
ſation of hoſtilities there, in order to the opening a treaty for 
the final ſettlement of the tranquility of thoſe invaluable pro- 
vinces, by a removal of the unhappy cauſes of this ruinous 
civil war, and by a juſt and adequate ſecurity againſt a return 
of the like calamitics in times to come, And this Houſe de- 
fires to offer the moſt duti ful aſſurance to his Majeſty, that 


they will in due time cheerfully co-operate with the magnani- 


mity and tender goodnels of his Majeſty, for the preſervation 


vf his people, by ſuch explicit and moſt ſolemn declarations 


and proviſſons of fundamental and irrevocable, laws, as may 
be judged neceſſary far aſcertaining and fixing for ever the 
reſpective rights of Great-Britain and her colonies.” 


The Earl of Sandwich. I am perſuaded of the great talents Earl of 
of the noble Earl, who has now pretented you with ſo alarm- San 


ing a ſtate of our public affairs. I know his powers of ora- 
tory are univerſally acknowledged, and that with great ju- 
ilice, This nation owes him yery ſignal obligations, as a ſe- 
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I do not impute to his Lordſhip any intentional deſign to 


ſſiding at the naval department. It is rather a diſagreeable taik, 


nent; but the noble Lord's aſſertions, call for explanations, 


than uſual into detail. | 


manned for actual ſervice : I think, I report his Lordſhip's 


now explained, that we had not above twenty ſhips of the 
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nator and a ſtateſman ; but, with all poſſible deference for ii 
the noble Lord's abilities and opinions; notwithſtanding eve- 
ry A of knowledge and experience ; notwithſtanding 
the noble Lord's amazing powers of oratory, I very freely 
confeſs, that I cannot agree with his Lordſhip in a fingle ar- lf a 

ment he has urged in ſupport of his amendment. Oratory v 
is one thing, my Lords, and truth, reaſon, and conviction 
another. When the matter the noble Earl has urged this 
night is ſeparated from the manner and oratoric powers which 
has accompanied it, it will moſt certainly be found to contain 
nothing that caninduce your Lordſhips to diſſent from the ad- 
dreſs now moved. It is, in my apprehenſien, though urge( with 
all poſſible plauſibility, totally deſtitute of any thing which 
bears the — of argument. The noble Lord has, I 
preſume, been much miſinformed: otherwiſe he would never 
have aſſerted what I know myſelf to be unſupported by fact. 


miſlead ; but ſpeaking of matters within my own knowledge, 
I hope his Lordſhip will excuſe me for diflenting from him, 
and endeayouring to ſet the Houle right on facts, which, if 
not contradifted, might be preſumed to be true.- I ſhould 
not have, indeed, troubled vour Lordſhips, if I had not look- 
ed upon myſelf ſpecially called upon to explain what muſt have 
come under my own cognizance, in my official ſituation, as pre- 


There may be many ſtrangers and foreigners preſent ; and 
what paſles here this night, in diſcharge of my duty, as an 
official man, may be wafted by the next poſt to the conti- 


on my part. Left therefore, the public ſhould be miſled, 
or that it ſhould get out into'the world, that the noble Earl's 
confident aſſertions, reſpecting our navy, are juſt, I ſhall 
crave your Lordſhip's indulgence, for entering a little more, 


I do not, my Lords, mean to controvert his Lordfhip's 
facts on mere memory, I ſpeak from papers now in my hand; 
from authorities not to be contradicted. The noble Ear 
aſſerts, that the whole of our naval home- defence does not 
amount to twenty ſhips of the line, fit for the ſea. [ Contra- 
dicled.] 1 mean, that we had not twenty ſhips of the line 
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words accurately. [Again contradicted.] JI underſtood the no- 
ble Lord in that ſenſe: but ſuppoſing the fact to be as 
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line fit for ſervice, it will equally anſwer the purpoſes of my 
argument. I tell the noble Earl, that he has been miſin- 
formed; and that he ſhould not again credit thoſe who have 
in this inſtance ſo groſſly deceived him. I have the liſt now 
before me; and I will venture to aſſure him, that we have 
double that number. We have now forty- two ſhips of the 
line in commiſſion, - in Great-Britain ; thirty-five of which 
are completely manned, and ready for ſea at a moment's 
warning, When I fay this, I would wiſh to fpeak accu- 
rately, and ſubmit the whole to your Lordſhips judgment. 
Theſe thirty-five fhips, when their complements are full, 
require 20,890 men, ſeamen and marines included. Of 
this number, 18,240 are actually ſhipped, and the remainder 
are ready as ſoon as called for. The deficiency is compoſed 
of 2035 marines and 600 ſeamen, who are now at the ſeve- 
ral ports. The marines are on ſhore, on purpoſe to improve 


being nearly compoſed of recruits ; the 600 ſeamen are di- 
{tributed aboard the other ſeven ſhips, whoſe complements are 
not yet formed. Thöſe feven ſhips will require 4000 ſea- 
men and marines, in the proportion of 700 marines to 3300 
ſeamen. Of the ſeamen, there are goo already on board 
thoſe ſeven ſhips ; fo that of the forty-two ſhips of the line 
in commiffion, all ſound, provided, and well found, there 
are 2400 ſeamen and 700 marines wanting. The former 


preſs, or on an emergency, recalling the protections now out, 
and other juſtifiable means, ſhould the exigencies of the times 
make ſuch exertions neceſſary; and as to the marines, they 


mentioned. This information is ſupported by documents 
not to be diſputed. The noble Earl ſeems to doubt of our 
ſtate of. preparation againſt any ſudden attack in America: 


ſerving under Lord Howe conſiſts of ninety- three ſhips and 


which, there are eighty- ſeven frigates, ſloops, and veſſels of 
force. The noble Earl has dwelt greatly on the ravages and 
inſults of the American privateers, both in America and on 
our own coaſts. As to the firſt, the beſt anſwer will be, the 
great number of rebel veſſels our ſhips on the American ſta- 


thole ſeas ; and as to the latter, the number of frigates and 
armed veilels which were requiſite for carrying on the nava! 
5] ope- 

j 


them in diſcipline, and the uſe of arms; two-thirds of them 


can be procured at a very ſhort notice, by the means of 4 
could be completed by recruits, as in the inſtance before- 
As to that, I can inform his Lordſhip, that our whole force 


veſſels of war; fix of theſe are of the line of battle; befides 


tion have taken, and the very few loſſes we have ſuſtained in - 


II 


: 


x6 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1779, 


operations under Lord Howe, I acknowledge, ſtript us of our 
frigates : but care has been taken ſince to remedy that evil 
and replace them. Thirty- four frigates and ſmaller veil; 
were before in commiſſion, and employed on different ſervices : 
| ten have been built in the King's yards fince, thirty in private 
| ones, beſides twenty that have been purchaſed from the mer- 
| | chants, or are retained and paid as veſſels of force; making 
in the whole between ninety and a hundred. From theſe 
facts, I do venture not only to contend that the noble Earl 
has been groſſly deceived, but that we have a naval force now 
ready. for ſea, ſhould France and Spain entertain any hoſtile 
diſpoſition towards us, much ſuperior to any they can muſter, 
I believe they have not any ſuch intention: but ſhould the 
worſt happen, I am perſuaded, from my own certain know- 
ledge, that they have nothing able to cope with us in Europe, 
i as our Whole force now fit for, or on actual ſervice, con- 
fiſts of fifty-four ſhips of the line, and upwards of two 
hundred frigates, ſloops, &c. 

The noble Earl aſked, after giving an account of the de- 
plorable ſtate of our navy, with what juftice J leave with 
your Lordſhips to now determine, where is the man of re- 
putation in his profeſſion would ſtake his credit on any naval 
force we are able to ſend out ? I will anſwer his Lordſhip, 
that there 1s ſuch a man | Admiral Keppel] to be found, who 
knows the preſent ſtate of the navy, and is ready to ſtake 
his credit on the iſſue, and willing to meet the enemies of 

this country, if any ſuch there be---as brave, gallant, and 
experienced an officer, as reſpectably connected, and as no- 
bly allied, as any in the ſervice; a man in whom the noble 
Lord himſelf would wiſh to contide, and of whom he enter- 
tains the moſt exalted opinion. | » 

The noble Lord ſays, we have loſt the port of Liſbon, and 
that Portugal is no longer our ally: this information, I mutt 
confeſs, is totally new to me. I know, by the laft return ! 
have had from thence, the Invincible, a ſeventy- four gun 
{hip, was in that port; and unleſs his Lordſhip has had ſome 
ſecret” account, that ſhe has been either loſt or taken by an 
American privateer, I can hardly credit that we have loſt 
the port of Liſbon : as to the other point, on which J pre- 
ſume his Lordſhip meant ſeriouſly to ſupport the affertion, I 
can anſwer his Lordſhip, that the Portugueſe court has re- 
peatedly given us the fulleſt aſſurances of their friendly diſ- 
poſition ; have expreſſed an abhorrence of the unnatural con- 


duct of our rebellious ſubjects; and, as a further proof of the 
| ſincerity 
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fincerity of their declarations, have forbid them to. enter 
their ports; nay more, have confiſcated one of their veſſels 
for having endeavoured to diſobey the proclamation, which 
Jaſt circumſtance excited the reſentment of the rebels ſo much, 
that one of their privateers, by way of repriſal, made a cap- 
ture of a Portugueſe merchant-man, richly laden. 

My Lords, from what I have now ſubmitted to you, I am 
authoriſed to affirm, that our navy is more than a match for 
that of the whole houſe of Bourbon. I am not aſhamed to ſay 
it, nor ſhew my front on the occaſion. There are rhany fronts 
in this Houſe, I perceive, | Looking over the way. | which ſeem 
now to be ſpread with joy and gladneſs; but I believe the 
time is not far off, when they will wear a very different 
aſpect. I truſt, we ſhall ſhortly hear intelligence from Gene- 
ral Howe, that will occaſion that change. I ſhould, my 
Lords, be extremely ſorry, as prefiding at the admiralty- 
board, if I permitted at any time the French and Spaniſh 
navy united, to be ſuperior to the navy of this country; I 
ſhould, indeed, be wanting in the diſcharge of my duty. 
The noble Earl, who moved the amendment, affirms, that 


thoſe powers bear hoſtile diſpoſitions towards us; and have 


given the fulleſt proofs of it by the underhand affiftance they 
have afforded our rebellious ſubjects. I have ſtrong reaſons 
to believe the contrary; but ſuppoſing it to be true, would 
the noble Lord, under ſuch circumſtances of peril and di- 
ſtreſs, as he repreſents the affairs of this country to be in, 
precipitate us into a war with thoſe powers? I hope not. 
The truth is, we have, from time to time, preſſed the court 
of France on the illicit trade carrying on in their ports with 
our rebellious ſubjects; and when it became neceſſary to be 
more explicit, made the ſtrongeſt remonſtrances; the conſe- 
quence of which was, that immediate orders were iſſued, for- 
bidding any American privateers to enter their ports with 
prizes. Theſe orders have been ſtrictly complied with hi- 
therto. Two prizes were reclaimed, and recovered under 
the ordinance. It is not improbable, that ſome very unjuſti- 


fiable tranſactions _ have taken place, under a kind of 


connivance ; but though it were ſo, no friend to his country 


would wiſh to embroil us. But a time may come, when, a 


full reparation may be obtained, for any injurious treatment 
we may have received from either France or Spain. 


1 cannot agree with the noble Lord's amendment on many | 


accounts, What docs it propoſe ? Terms, in my opinion, 
the moſt extravagant and diſgraceful; to lay down your 
arms, and ſubmit to your rebellious ſubjects, Is this. a 

Vor, 1X; D | lan-; 
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| Earl of 
gn. f peaking, and the formalities of parliamentary debate, I ſhould, 


* 


too apprehenſive that the nation would not readily concur, of 


with another — plauſible indeed, but futile and deluſive. 
Thoſe apprchenſions were ill founded; the miichiefs they 


ſure and certain means of enſuring a happy termination to the 
preſent rebellion, will be, by a perſeverance in the meaſure 
recommended from the throne, 
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language befitting the mouth of that great miniſter, who di- 
rected our victorious fleets and armies to every quarter of the 
globe? Would he recommend to us to diſarm, and ſue for 
peace to the Congreſs, or the rebel General? [| Here, as in 
the preceding ſentence, he was deſired to advert to the words 
of the motion, which were not for laying down our arms, or 
withdrawing our troops, but merely for a ceſſation of hoſt: 
lities.] But take it in this way, my Lords, how can you 
treat with thoſe as ſubjects, who look upon themſelves as a 
ſovereign ſtate, and claim independency ? I readily accede to 
what the noble Earl ſaid, relative to his own ſentiments of 
what appeared to him a juſt ground of conciliation ; but 
will the people of America agree with his Lordſhip on thoſe 
fundamental grounds, the ſovereignty of this country, and 
the act of navigation? I dare ſay, his Lordſhip's moſt fan- 
guine expectations do not go ſo high, It is a way of think- 
ing very different from the majority of thoſe who will this 
day vote with his Lordſhip. | 
Io conclude, my Lords, I am happy in having an oppor- 
tunity of ſetting his Lordſhip right. I am happy to have it 
in my power to inform your Lordſhips of the very reſpecta- 
ble ſtate of our naval home- defence; and that it ſhould be 
generally known, that we have nothing to dread from France 
and Spain, but will be at full liberty to proſecute this war to 
a fair, honourable, and happy iſſue. I ſincerely approve of 
the propoſed addreſs, in all its parts, and am as heartily 
againft any meaſures of procraſtination or delay, which the 
amendment certainly would effect, if agreed to. 

It was the misfortune, in the beginning of this diſagreez- 
ble conteſt, to adopt a miſtaken lenity, to act timidly, to be 


be ſatisfied of the neceſſity of acting timely and vigoroully. 


If my advice had been taken three years ago, we had not been ſt 


in this ſituation now. I was for ſending a proper force at E 
firft ; but one oppoſed it with one fort of reaſon; another, iſ 


occaſioned are acknowledged, and will, I truſt, hence forward 
be avoided. I have the moſt confident hopes, that the firk dc 
accounts from America will be favourable ; and that the mol 


The Earl of Abingdon. Unhabituated as I am to publicly J 


uin 
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the in any other times but theſe, content myſelf with a ſilent ſanc- 
for tion to this day's motion of the great and noble Earl: but, 
; in my Lords, our danger is much, and our ſenſibility very little. 
rd; We have been miſadviſed, miſled, and deceived; the nation 
or has been made to deſtroy itſelf, and, like the vulture, to py 
Ri. Non its own vitals, perhaps as an intended puniſhment by thoſe 
ou MW who brought it into this ſtate, for paſt offences; but a day of 
s 1 enquiry muſt come. In the mean time, let us embrace the 


to ſage counſel of that great ſtateſman, by whoſe counſels this 


country has been already raiſed from deſpair to glory. His 
doQrine is for fundamental and irrevocable laws, and not for 
acts of Parliament, deſtructive of fundamental and irrevo- 
cable laws. Such acts are the laws of tyrants, and not the 
acts of a free and limited government. The legiſlature of 
this country cannot deprive America of life, liberty, and 


but 
ole 
ind 


is attempted. But, my Lords, theſe laws muſt be repealed. 
They muſt be repealed, whether America be loſt to this 
country or not: they are like Draco's laws, written in blood, 
and will make ſavages of our poſterity, if not blotted out. 
The preſent motion is for peace, obtain it if you can. I 
fear we have already clinched the nail of our ruin; but any 
thing is better than the preſent nefarious ſyſtem. My Lords, 
I will not trouble you any longer ; this motion meets with 
my moſt hearty concurrence. 


verance in the ſame contemptuous treatment of this Houſe, 
the having the preſumption to face the great hereditary council 
of the nation, without a tittle of information, or a fingle ſcrap 


Earl at the head of an high official department, has entertained 
us with ſome curious memorandums ; but of what, my Lords? 
What he is pleaſed to believe, and what he would perſuade 
you to believe, is the preſent flouriſhing ſtate of the Britifh na- 
vy. I do not queſtion the noble Lord's veracity, but I much 
doubt the truth of the facts I have heard now ftated. I am ſen- 


Lordſhips, that the information he has laid before you is 
what I am convinced it is not. Are thoſe little, un-authen- 
ticated details, proper parliamentary. information, on which 
your Lordſhips may, as the hereditary counſellors of your 
Sovereign, and as the great conſtitutional guardians of the 


2 upon? 


— 


property; and yet all this, in ſubverſion of our conſtitution, 


of paper, to induce you to concur with them in the blind de- 
ſtructive meaſures they now propoſe. It is true, the noble 


W {ible of his zeal and ability, in endeavouring to perſuade your 


intereſts of Jour country, depend, deliberate and determine 
| D 


19 


The Lord Nycombe, | Earl of Shelburne.) It is with aſto- Lord Shel- 
niſhment I behold the conduct of miniſters ; I mean, a perſe- hrne. 
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upon? Certainly not. Look back into your Lordſhips jour- 
nals, till very lately, and ſee if this was the kind of infor- 
mation this Houſe was wont to be ſatisfied with. If you do, 
my Lords, you will find that your predeceſſors were not con- 
tented with any thing ſhort of the moſt ſatisfactory, circum- 
ſtantial, and minute details. Vou will find, m * that 
the Duke of Marlborough, in the height of his moſt ſplen- 
did victories, was not above accompanying ſuch details, as 
far as they reſpected himſelf, with the moſt explicit commu— 
nications and explanations, of not only what was done, but 
generally gave a ſubſtantial ſketch of his intended future ope- 
rations. So it was with all his cotemporary officers, nayal 
and military. Their opinions were already formed, and they 
did not fail to declare them in either Houle, as often as cal- 
led upon. In point of the expenditure of the public money, 
the other Houle were ſtill (it being more immediately within 
their province) more inquiſitive and circumſpect; and mi- 
niſters, nor even papers, were not ſolely depended upon in 
either. What is the caſe now? Papers are with-held, on 
ſyſtem, explanations are refuſed, and profeſſional men remain 

lent. This, my Lords, is our prefent ſtation, We are 
called upon to concur with miniſters, for no other reaſon but 
becauſe they deſire it; and write a panegyric on their own 
meaſures; and we are deſired to believe them on every 
freſh occaſion, becauſe they miſled and deceived us on 
every preceding one. The noble Earl, with all the parade 
of office, has told us many things this night, with great 
confidence. I believe his Lordſhip would not purpoſely 
miſlead us; but how do we know but the noble Earl 
may have been miſled himſelf ? He may have truſted to a 
ſecretary, or under ſecretary, who perhaps has had an inte- 
reſt in miſleading him. The noble Lord affected a delicacy 
peculiar to himſelf, in telling us what he did. He inſinuated 
a degree of reluctance in communicating official informa- 
tion ; but threw off all reſtraint, leſt the public ſhould be 
miſled by the aſſertions of the noble Lord who moved the 
amendment. I ſhall not determine which of the two ac- 
counts come neareſt the truth; but for my part, I ſhall never 
give a parhamentary credit to any information which wants 
the ſtamp of official authenticity. The noble Earl is liable, as i 
I faid before, to be impoſed upon. It is only on ordinary oc- 
caſions that I would even truſt to office- papers; on extraor- 
dinary occaſions, when any well-founded doubt or ſuſpicion 
of impoſition aroſe, I ſhould, as had been always the calc, 
wil very lately, prevent even the noble Lord from being 2 
2 . ceived. 
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r- WE ceived, I would order the inferior officers in his department 
r- to the bar of this Houſe, there to be examined and made re- 
o, ſponſible for whatever they vouched in their ſeveral ſtations. 
n- l remember a circumſtance extremely applicable to the idea 
n- now thrown out. Prince George of Denmark, who preſided 


at Nat the board at which the noble Earl is at the head, was cal- 


n- led upon for ſome explanations. His Royal Highneſs gave 
as them according to the information which had been communi- 
u- cated to him. Doubts ſtill remained in the Houſe, that the 
ut Prince was deceived, The proper officers were called to the 
e- bar and interrogated. And what do your Lordſhips think 
al was the effect of the enquiry? They confeſſed their miſtake, 
y and apologized to the Houle, that the official information 


given to the Prince, and which he imparted to the Houſe, was 
taken from an anonymous pamphlet! I leave the noble Earl 
to make the application, and your Lordſhips to judge how far 
the two caſes muſt be ſimilar. 

The noble Lord, I think, with great juſtice, has paſſed the 
higheſt eulogiums on a certain great naval officer [Admiral 
tertains a ſecond opinion of the profeſſional and perſonal merit 
of that great man. But in his Lordſhip's zeal, I fear he has 
promiſed more for the Admiral than he would wiſh to be' re- 


a ſponſible for. He ſays, that officer is ready and willing to 
be ſtake his reputation, as a profeſſional man, on the preſent ſtate 
ge of the Britiſh navy, in the event of a rupture with France and 


Spain. I queſtion it. Is that gallant officer thoroughly in- 
tormed of the whole of the arrangement, ſo pompouſly deſcri- 
bed by the noble Lord? Does he know and approve of the of- 
ficers who are to ſerve under him and co-operate with him? 
Do the inferior arrangements meet with his approbation ? In 
ſhort, is every thing which creates confidence in an officer of 
judgment and experience, perfectly within his knowledge? I 
anſwer, theſe things cannot be; and for this reaſon, if the pub- 
lic prints are to be depended upon, that gentleman has been 
for a conſiderable time out of the kingdom ; he has been at 
Spa, for the recovery of his health. I know with what in- 
duſtry theſe reports have been circulated for ſome time paſt ; 
and J know too, to borrow a phraſe from a great military of- 
ficer [General Burgoyne] that there is a phyſical impoſſibility 
that they can be true, I grant, if the noble Earl is contented 
with the conceſſion, that the officer alluded to is too gallant 
and brave, too full of military honour and perſonal ſpirit, to 
decline any ſervice, when called upon by the intereſts of his 
country, in repelling the attacks of its natural and inveterate 
enemies, 
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Keppel]. I believe there is not one of your Lordſhips en- 
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enemies. This was preciſely the caſe with that other moſt 
able officer, Lord Howe, who has performed ſervices for this 
country ſcarcely paralleled in the Britiſh annals ; and has ſur- 
mounted obſtacles ſcarcely credible, in his preſent operations 
in America. The landing and relanding of troops is known 
to be the ſervice attended with the greateſt perils, and moſt 
liable to miſcarriage; yet this noble and gallant officer, in a 
ſeries of embarkations and debarkations, with ſo numerous an 
army, has executed his tajk with a ſucceſF hitherto unknown, 
in the hiſtory of ſuch a mode of naval war. Theſe two offi- 
cers, men of ſuch tranſcendent deſert, were paſſed by, neglec- 
ted and inſulted ; they were denied their rank; but nothing 
could quench the noble ardour they retained for the glory and 
intereſts of their country. —lIn this ſenſe, that one of them has 
accepted of a command, that the other is ready whenever called 
upon, I am willing to believe; but that either one or both, 
were, or are willing to ſtake their credit on the iſſue, is what 
I can never be perſuaded to aſſent to. 

The noble Earl ſpeaks with great confidence of the expec- 
ted ſucceſs of our military operations, but upon what rational 
foundation I am yet to learn. The iſſue of Mr. Burgoyne's 
expedition is too melancholy to be made a ſubject of con- 
verſation; his army, by every appearance, is deſtroyed; but 
ſuppoſing the contrary, and that not finding it practicable to 
puſh forward, he has been ſo fortunate to effect a retreat to Ti- 
conderoga, or any of the other poſts he left behind him; nay 
granting more than the modeſty of adminiſtration will permit 
them to even fo much as ſuggeſt, that by ſubſequent ſucceſſes 
he has formed a junction with General Clinton, and has reach- 
ed New-York ; what end would this anſwer ? but that at the 
expence of many millions, and two campaigns, he has reached 
a place by land, which he could without the leaſt trouble or 
interruption have reached by ſea, in almoſt as many weeks. — 
I dare fay there is not a profeſſional man in this Houſe, that 
neither of the noble Lords [Townſhend and Amherſt] whom 
J have in my eye, and who have ſerved with ſo much credit in 
America, will ſay, that he can effect any thing more than a 
mere junction this campaign; or that he will be able, though 
he ſhould have penetrated to New-York, to preſerve a ſingle 
poſt behind him. 

But as in the inſtances already mentioned, this whole war 
has been conducted upon little narrow principles, principles 
originating from factious prejudices and premeditated delu- 
ſion, on purpoſe to procure a parliamentary ſanction, to what 
was in itielf impracticable.— The General who commanded 

in 
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in Canada, [Carleton] was conſulted upon the practicability 
of the military operations, by way of the Lakes; he diſap- 
proved of it, as attended with fingular difficulties, and pro- 


miſing, though they ſhould prove ſucceſsful, very few ſolid ad- 


vantages—but this gentleman was ſtill guilty of a greater of- 
fence againſt his employers; he reprobated the idea, and 
ſhrunk with horror from the propoſition of employing ſavages. 
Theevent has proved his judgment as an officer, and does ho- 
nour to his feelings as a man. I do not pretend to queſtion 
the military talents of General Burgoyne, though I know very 
little of them, or the gentleman : but I feel with a mixture of 
pity and indignation, the true motives for his appointment. 
They were ſuch, I fear, as will not bear the light. Admini- 
ſtration pretend, that General Carleton being the ſenior offi- 


cer, as ſoon as he ſet foot beyond the limits of his province, 


the ſuperior command- in America would have devolved on 
him. A poor ſubterfuge ! Was there no other ſcene of action 
for Mr. Carleton? and was Mr. Burgoyne for that reaſon on- 


| ly appointed in his place? Could not General Carleton have 


directed his operations into the New England provinces, and 
General Howe to the ſouthward ? Was America too ſmall to 
contain them ? or was General Carleton ſuperſeded in his 


command, leſt he ſhould command General Howe at New 


York, though adminiſtration previouſly knew he was not to be 
there ? But, my Lords, beſides the other great difficulties our 
officers have had to contend with, our troops have, I am well 
informed, been commanded (ſtrange as it may ſound in your 
Lordſhips? ears) at home; they have been directed in their ope- 
rations, not in the field but the cabinet. The orders that have 
been ſent out have extended even to the minutiz of the profeſ- 
ſion, and have furniſhed ſubjects of ridicule to the very ſubal- 
terns of the army. There is a man it ſeems in this country 
[ſuppoſed to mean Lord George Germaine] who has fo great 
a confidence in his military talents, as to think he can command 
an army, and enſure victory in his cloſet, at three thouſand 


miles diſtance from the ſcene of action, 


The noble Earl's modeſty will not permit him to directly 
afirm that France has not connived at leaſt, at the illicit in- 
tercourſe carried on between her ſubjects and our American 
colonies ; but he tells you, that even that connivance is at an 


end. Is his Lordſhip no better informed ? If he is not, I will 
tell him the true ſtate of the caſe : the cargoes and prizes are 
fold, as heretofore, but at an under value: there are American 
agents or brokers in all the French ports, where any commerce- 
is carried on with our colonies, who treat with the prize- 


maſters 


23 


8 
rr rr „ „ HM 4 Os 
— - —— —— 4 bs 


Fal. of . Lord Sh. The noble Earl who moved the amendment 


we be denied the exerciſe of the ſame prudence, when eal led 
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maſters on their own terms; they tell the venders, you can. 
not diſpoſe of your property here, there is an ordinance againſt 
it: I will give you ſo much. The captor is thus compelled 
to ſell at the broker's price; and the ordinance, inſtead of pre. 
venting the traffic, anſwers only one purpoſe, that of enrich- 
ing the French King's fubjeas. His Lordſhip then recapitu- 
lated his general reaſons, relative to the latent and ultimate de- 
ſigns of France, the impracticability of ſucceſs, and expreſſed 
his hearty concurrence in the amendment moved by his noble 
friend. 


hy A — D ning n 


has propoſed, that we ſhould withdraw our troops, and lay 
down our arms. [ C:ntradidted. | It would anſwer the ſame 
end. His Lordſhip would recommend a ceſſation of hoſtilities, 
and leave us at the mercy of our rebellious ſubjects ; but ſup- 
poſing that no immediate danger were to enſue, what does the 
amendment import? That a ceſſation of hoſtilities ſhould tak 
place. I ſuppoſe his Lordihip means with ſubjects, becauſ 
he explained himſelf fo in debate, But I preſume, when his 
Lordſhip recollects what paſſed at Staten Iſland, between the 
perſons deputed on the part of the Congreſs, the noble Lord 
will abandon a project totally unattended with the moſt diſtant 
proſpett of ſucceſs; for there the great baſis for entering into 
any negotiation was peremptorily inſiſted on by the deputies 
to be an acknowledgment on our part of the independency of 
the colonies : in ſhort, to recognize and treat with them as a 
ſovereign, independent tate, unitedly repreſented in the Con- 
titental Congreſs. This one fact, therefore, in my opinion, 
overthrows every reaſon urged by his Lordſhip in behalf of 
his motion, as leading to treaty or negotiation. 

The noble Earl has paſſed the higheſt eulogiums on the A- 
mericans and their cauſe, and, in the career of his zeal, on 
the officers ſerving in the rebel army, He has been equally 
profuſe in his cenſure and contempt of the foreign troops 
ferving in ours. He highly condemns the meaſures of taking 
foreigners into our pay, but ſeems to applaud a ſimilar conduct 
in the rebels. My Lords, for my part, I ſee no difference, on- 
ly in the ſuperior proweſs and military fkill of one over the 
other. The Germans are acknowledged to be as brave ſol- 
diers as any in Europe; few I think will contend that the 
French are ſo, or that they are at all equal to thoſe of Ger- 
many. But, ſays his Lordſhip, they have procured French 
officers to diſcipline and command their troops. What then, 
ſhall prudence and neceſſity juſtify in one inſtance, and ſhall 
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upon by the vital intereſts of our country? Shall we not avail 
ourſelves of taking foreign troops into our pay, when our rebel 
ſubjects employ foreigners? or ſhall ſuch a procedure on the 
part of adminiſtration juſtly merit all the harſh; paſſionate ex- 
preſſions the noble Lord has beſtowed on it; and ſhall it be 
imputed as the effect of wiſdom and prudence in our ene- 
mies? Why ſhould not we avail ourſelves of the diſcipline of 
our allies, as well as our rebel ſubjects that of the French of- 
ficers ? 
The noble Earl, with all that force of oratory for which he 
is ſo conſpicuous, has charged adminiſtration as if guilty of 
the moſt heinous crime, in employing Indians in General Bur- 
goyne's army : for my part, whether foreigners or Indians, 
which the noble Lord has deſcribed by the appellation of ſavages, 
I ſhall ever think it juſtifiable to exert every means in our power 
to repel the attempts of our rebellious ſubjects. The Congreſs 
endeavoured to bring the Indians over to their ſide; and if we 
had not employed them, they would moſt certainly have acted 
againſt us; and I do freely confeſs, I think it was both a wiſe 
and neceſſary meaſure, as I am clearly of opinion, that we are 
fully juſtified in uſing every means which God and Nature has 
put into our hands, I think it was a very wiſe and neceſſary 
ſtep, on many accounts; nor can I ever be perſuaded, who- 
ever was the adviſer, but his conduct will ſtand the full teſt of 
public enquiry, 5 | 
The noble Lord, who ſpoke laſt Lord Shelburne} ſuppoſes 
that adminiſtration had conceived {ome diſguſt at the conduct 
of General Carleton. If he has been informed ſo, I do aſſure 
his Lordſhip, he has been deceived; or if it he his own ſug- 
geſtion, the noble Lord is egregiouſly miſtaken. —The pre- 
tended cauſe aſſigned by the noble Lord for this ſuppoſed diſ- 
guſt, is equally ill- founded. There never exiſted 2 colour for 
it.— He ſays, Mr. Carleton refuſed to employ the Indians in 


PS our ſervice, or at leaſt diſapproved of the meaſure. — This in- 
formation is no leſs erroneous. Mr. Carleton always obeyed 
et the infiruQions he received from hence. I have never under- 
n- ſtood, that he was at all averſe to a ſtrict and rigid performance 


f his duty; nor could I learn he ever diſapproved, or com- 
plied with reluctance in any one particular of his duty. So 
far from any ſuch thing, his ſervices were highly eſteemed; 
and he was ever looked upon by the ſervants of the Crown, as 
an able and meritorious officer, The reaſons therefore for ap- 
pointing Mr. Burgoyne neither originated in that gentleman's 
uiſſatisfaction or — diſguſt at ill- treatment, nor diſlike to 
Vol. IX. | 23 the 
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the ſervice, or the meaſures and mode of conducting the war, ? 
nor to litile, narrow prejudices of any kind. 

The noble Lord ſuppoſes the moſt extraordinary thing ima- 
ginable. Nay he ajlerts, that the initructions ſent from hence 
to our naval and military commanders, refer to the moſt minute 
and trifling operations of the ſervice ;- and ſo much ſo as to be 
ſufficient to furniſh ſubjects of ridicule to the very ſubalterns 
of the army. I am ſure, I am totally unacquainted with any 
ſuch inſtructions; they have, as far as they came within my 
knowledge, been drawn up in the uſual manner; general 
Enough, to give the commanders in chief full latitude to act ac- 
cording to their own judgment, and to profit of times, events, 
and circumſtances.— If any other have been given, which [ 
think extremely unlikely, they have not come within my 
knowledge, or been with my participation, I may venture to 
ſay with confidence, that none ſuch have been ſent, — The no- 
ble Earl, who moved the amendment, objected ſtrongly againſt 
the employ ing of foreigners, and recommended the raifing of 
home-levies. I ftijl continue of the ſame opinion, that it is 
much better to emplay foreigners. We have them, in the 
firſt place, diſciplined to our hand. They are veterans, and 
have been uſed to tried ſervice; and of courſe are much prefe- 
rable to raw troops, with whom the moſt exalted courage will 
never ſupply the defect of diſcipline, and the military habits, 
that are neceſſary in the firſt inſtance, to conſtitute the uſeful, 
effective ſoldier. But even if that were not the caſe, the di- 
ſtreſſing our commerce and manufactures, the draining this 
country of its moſt uſeful hands, and thinning its inhabitants, 
who are far from being at preſent too numerous, are ſo many 
very ftrong reaſons with me for availing ourſelyes of foreign 
aid, and hiring troops inſtead of raiſing them at home; nor do 
I think, the internal ſtate of this country, in reſpect of its ma- 
nufactures, population, &c. will ever admit of any extenſive 
military ne being carried on without procuring the aſ- 
ſiſtance of foreigners. 
For theſe reaſons, my Lords, I am perfectly ſatisfied, that a 
perſeyerance in the meaſures recommended from the throne, 
will be the moſt ſafe, ſpeedy, and effectual means of putting an 
end to the preſent unnatural and unprovoked rebellion. 

N Lord Ofborne, [Marquis of Carmarthen, } Whatever may 

bermariPe?. he the iflue of the preſent American conteſt; whatever miſ- 

takes may have been committed in the beginning or progreſs 
of this buſineſs, J am for agreeing with the propoſed addreſs ; 
and of courſe for diſſenting from the amendment. I am as 

1 2nxiqus as the noble Earl, who moved it, for the een 

| . _ 
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the object which he propoſes, that of a fair and amicable ter- 


mination to this unhappy rebellion ; but I am firmly perſuaded, 
that the amendment, if agreed to, would have a direct con- 


trary effect, and would only appear to the colonies as proceed- 
ing from our inability to reduce them to a ſtate of conſtitu- 
tional obedience, The noble Lord's own words confirm me 
in this opinion. Ina former debate, his motion of repeal to- 
wards the concluſion of the laſt ſeſſion, he ſaid, if France dared 


to interfere, we ſhould attack the Provincials under the French 


cannon. The only appearance of ſolid ground taken by his 
Lordſhip this day, 1s, that if we do not at this criſis hold out 
terms to the colonies, when they are out of humour with 
France, France and America will unite, and the latter will be 
loft for ever to this country. Both theſe arguments cannot 
be right, We ſhould attack them under the French cannon, 
or not. For my part, if an option were to be taken, I would 


chuſe the former, which at the worſt can only be the caſe. I 


think there is no proſpect of any ſuch event; but if any thing 
could produce it, I believe the noble Lord's amendment would 
be the moſt likely. Preparation and vigour, ſuch as that re- 
commended in the ſpeech, will be the tureſt means to prevent 
the interference of France; for which reaſon, I ſhall give my 
vote in ſupport of the meaſures approved inthe addreſs. 

The Duke of Grafton. Nothing, my Lords, can be more 
unparliamentary and indecent than the frequent perſonal allu- 
ſions imputing an oppoſition to the meaſure now propoſed to 


factious motives, and preſuming that every man who differs 


from adminiſtration is an enemy to his country. This, I ſay, 
my Lords, is, at leaſt in ſome caſes, only to anſwer the tempo- 
rary purpoſes of debate: the very gallant, naval officer Admi- 
ral Keppel] who has been ſo often mentioned this night, is a 
ſtriking inſtance of it. I preſume it is no ſecret to either of 
the noble Lords in office, that that gentleman highly diſap- 
proves of the preſent unnatural civil war. [t is well known, 
that he has frequently given a public teſtimony of his diſap- 
probation, and has ſupported his opinion by his vote, as a ſena- 
tor; yet, according to the inſinuations of the laſt noble Lord 
in office who ſpoke [Lord Suffolk] every perſon who has the 


| misfortune to differ from his Lordſhip is an enemy to his coun- 


try. How the noble Earl, at the head of the naval depart- 
ment, and the other noble Earl in office, will reconcile their 


The Duke 
of Grafton, 


opinions with their conduct, I do not pretend to ſay; but it is 


ſomewhat remarkable, that this fleet, which has been ſo high- 


ly extolled by one of them, and on which, it is acknowledged 


dy both of them, the ſalvation of this country ſo entirely de- 
2 ; pends, 
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pends, ſhould be truſted to a perſon who, according to the cur- 
rent miniſterial language of this Houſe, muſt be deemed an e- 


memy of his country. 

I is, my Lords, a matter well worthy your conſideration, Mei 
before you agree with the addreſs now propoſed, whether you 00 
have any, or ſufficient information, to direct you. I am cer- ne 
tain there we have had none, which induces me to ſuſpect; if a1 


there be any, it is not fit to be revealed; otherwiſe, we may 
be certain it would have been brought forward with all poſſible re: 
parade. It is with aftoniſhment, therefore, I hear a ſecretary 
of ſtate | Lord Suffolk | riſein his official character to ſpeak ; 
and not acquaint your Lordſhips wich any one circumſtance 01 
relative to the grounds of his aſſent; or a ſingle reaſon to in- 
duce you to concur in the meaſures which he has ſo zealouſly 
ſupported. This ſilence of miniſters; this proceeding in the ul 
dark; this implicit faith, is what has brought us into our pre- 
ſent alarming and calamitous ſituation. Cailing for the ad- 
vice or concurrence of this Houſe, is to the laſt degree abſurd. 
How is it poſſihle your Lordſhips can either adviſe or delibe- 
rate, while you remain totally ignorant of the true ſtate of af- an 
fairs? Confidence ſhould be preceded by ſomething to create el 
it. You are, my Lords, called upon to concur ; that is the 
urpoſe you are ſolely called upon. Your ſanction is deſired, 
ee in point of form it ſtill remains neceſſary; but as to 
calling for papers, or ſetting enquiries on foot, the very idea 00 
of it is extindt. The liberty of calling for information is ſtill 
permitted; how long it may remain ſo, is uncertain; but while 
it is permitted, I claim its exerciſe, Sitting here, in the year 
1777, therefore, as a Peer of Parliament, I ſay we have been 
impoſed upon, deceived, and miſled ; that to retrieve paſt miſ- 
_ carriages, and prevent them in future, Parliament ſhould not 
longer truſt to miniſters ; but deliberate and determine on their 
own knowledge and judgment. This cannot happen, without 
we are made acquainted with every material circumſtance re- 
lative to the true ſtate of affairs; and I repeat again, that 
from the commencement of the preſent meaſures, down now to 
the latter end of the year 1777, we have given an implicit 
—_ approbation to whatever has been propoſed to us by mi- 
niſters. 7 f 
There is not one of your Lordſhips has a more exalted opi- 
nion of the Prince on the Throne than I have; but in conſi- 
dering the ſpeech, it is conſtitutional and parliamentary to con- 
ſider it as the ſpeech of the miniſter, In that light I ſhail treat 
the ſpeech delivered from the throne this day, which, I will 
be bold to ſay, is an inſult on the underſtanding and wiſdom 
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fthis Houſe; and that the conduct of thoſe who now defend 
is an aggravation of their firſt offence in framing it. The 
zeech ſays nothing, but ſimply to concur in whatever mini- 
ters ſhall think proper to do. It calls for the moſt unlimited 
owers, for the moſt extenſive confidence, without telling any 
ne circumſtance, to ſatisfy you, that thoſe already granted 
ave been wiſely uſed, or that in future they will be more ſuc- 
eſsfully employed; but what renders this contemptuous 
reatment ſtill more unpardonable, and indeed ridiculous, is, 
hat a ſecretary of ſtate, who, from his official ſituation, muſt 
e near the perſon of his ſovereign, and of courſe have an op- 
ortunity of inſtilling ſentiments ſimilar to his own, into the 
yal breaſt, ſhould juitify and avow it here in the face of your 
ordſhips ; the fair ſubſtantial import of the noble Lord's ar- 
ument having been, the ſpeech, it is true, contains no infor- 
ation, nor ſhall I give you any; but nevertheleſs, your 
ordſhips muſt believe that I have.” | 
[ have, my Lords, conſidered: the meaſures recommended in 
e ſpeech, with all poſſible attention, and ſee them in the 
ame light of all the preceding, and think from my heart ſin- 
erely, that they muſt terminate in the ruin of this country. 
approve of the amendment. propoſed by the noble Lord and 
ble ſtateſman, as the firſt ſtep towards a full inquiry, leading 
o information; for without that, I am convinced we ſhall 
ontinue, as we have hitherto done, to run headlong to our 
wn ruin. When information ſhall be once obtained, then 
ill be the time to conſider of the moſt wiſe and proper mea- 
res. If ever that day ſhould arrive, | pledge myſelf that I 
ill endeavour to diſcover the author or authors of the pre- 
nt meaſures. 
I remember, my Lords, the laſt day the affairs of America 
ere diſcuſſed in this Houſe, 2 noble Viſcount, high in office 
ord Weymouth |] who oppoſed the propoſition made by the 
ime noble Earl who moved the preſent amendment, ſupported 
is difjenc ſolely on this argument :—We have been put to 
e expence of the preſent campaign, It will be already be- 
un before any reſolution taken here can reach America. We 
ave the fulleſt confidence of ſucceſs, from the number, diſci- 
ine, and intrepidity of our troops, and the ability of our ge- 
erals; when therefore we ſhall be victorious, will be the pro- 
r time to negotiate and hold out conditions. We can then 
cat with honour to outle}ves, and with a fair proſpect of ſuc- 
ſs; conſequently a propoſition to accommodate may then be 
alunybly liſtened to; or ſuppoſing we ſhould not ſucceed, we 
all then be at liberty to agree to what is recommended, 
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motion. The noble Viſcount's predictions have failed, 0 


L4. Camden. © Lord. Camden. My Lords, I riſe to ſupport the motion 


America ſhewed great diſſatisfaction, but that did not fully 
- anſwer the intentions of government. It was not diſſatisfac- 
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— Now, my Lords, that period is arrived, aceompanied with, 
I think, additional motives for accepting the noble Lotd' 


have not as yet to our knowledge been fulfilled. Victory ha 
not declared for us, or, if ſhe has, in either event the ſeaſon i; 
come in which the propriety of ſuch a propoſition, according 
to the noble Viſcount's reaſoning, may be properly liſtened to 
and adopted. His Grace entered, beſides, into the propriety 
of the amendment; the impracticability of ſucceſs, and the 
innumerabie bad conſequences which would follow, though 
victory were certain; and concluded with giving his hearty 
aſſent to the propoſed amendment, | | 


made by the noble Earl, When the meaſures meant to be 
ſanctioned by the addreſs of this day were firſt propoſed to your 
Lordſhips, it was faid with confidence by ſome of the very per- 
ſons, who ſtill have the modeſty to expect that you will con- 
tinue it, that a ſingle dragoon would ftrike ſuch a terror into 
the hearts of the people of America, that they would ſubmit to 
your meaſures. That experiment not having been thought 
prudent, you paſſed an act for ſhutting up the port of Boſton, 
by which you not only inflicted a public puniſhment on the 
rioters (a mere rabble I will maintain) who deſtroyed the tea, 
but you in fact confiſcated private property, and involved the 
innocent and the guilty in one common puniſhment, You 
cut off the inhabitants from all commercial intercourſe what- 
ever, and deprived them of every means of living ; but what 
was ſtill more extraordinarily unjuſt, you puniſhed the whole 
province of Maſſachuſets Bay for a riot committed by a Boſton 
mob. You vacated their charter; and, as if you meant at 
the very inſtep of the buſineſs to force them into meaſures of 
reſiſtance, you declared war againſt all America, by ſubjecting WW * 
every man in it to be dragged to ſome other colony, or, op- 
tionally, to Great Britain, to be tried by a prejudicedor packed or 
jury, tor offences committed in his own country. Thoſe mes- 
ſures had the deſired effect; for I never can be brought to be- 
lieve but they were intended to produce what followed. 90 
far the ends were correſpondent to the means. The people of 


tion, but rebellion, that was ſought ; diſſati-fation might fur- 
niſh a pretence for adding to the intolerable oppreſſions that is 
thoſe people had for a ſeries of years groaned under ; but no- 
thing ſhort of ſomething in the ſhape of rebellion, or near) 
approaching to it, could create a decent apology for ſlaughter, 

| conquel 
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pnqueſt and unconditional ſubmiſſion, America, notwith- 
anding all thoſe ingenious, miniſterial devices, coatinued 


vo paltry townſhips. 
ur reſentments, and ſupplicated the Throne and Parliament 
terms of obedience and affection. Not a word of actual 


ow to open, The people of Boſton were not ſtarved ; their 
rethren throughout America committed a crime little ſhort 


erlons thus relieved were guilty or innocent) from periſning 
ith cold and hunger. A bill was therefore paſled for de- 


ſnery-bill. This was accompanied, or rather preceded, 


ellion! = | 
Every thing was now prepared ;- inſtead of a ſingle dra- 


rike terror into every corner of America. The addreſs was 
ſanction for the cutting of throats ; the poor fiſhermen of 
Lantucket, a a ſet of inoffending quakers, were 
ought fit obje 


ordſhips, in concurrence with the other two branches of the 
giſlature, that the four New-England provinces, in order 
d fill with terror the minds of the reſt of their brethren, 


Il this did not do; the New-Englanders were reſolved not 


t only to prepare, ſhould the worſt happen, to be in a ſitu- 
on to defend themſelves, Something more was ſtill want- 


ſtectively; and ſelf-defence was ſtiled actual and declared 
bellion, Not a word yet of independency. I ſhall paſs 
er the particulars from the commencement of hoſtilities 
ll the next ſeſſion. Many parts of America were ſtill 


iſe a meaſure which would unite them as one man againſt 
us country, was the grand de/ideratum, A meaſure was 
ickily diſcoyered, and that was the ever memorable and ce- 

; lebrated 


yal; nothing of reſiſtance yet appeared, either in words or 
ions, unleſs a few angry reſolves at the meetings of one or 
he Congreſs met, and deprecated 


ſiſtance or independency all this time. The ſcene began 


f treaion ; they made contributions to feed and cloath them; 
ey endeavoured to prevent them. (no matter whether the 


riving them of further relief; the merciful and humane 


ith the famous addreſs, declaring Maſlachuſets Bay in re- 


don, ten or twelve thouſand men were ſaid to be ſufficient to 


s of parliamentary reſentment ; in ſhort, as 
e northern colonies were not to have bread, neither were - 


ey to have fiſh ; the dreadful ſentence was paſſed by your 


ere proſcribed and cut off, not only from this country, but 
om the reſt of America, and the whole world befide. But 


d verify the addreſs ; they were determined not to be rebels; 


dg, and that was obtained. Our troops were ordered to act 


tendly to us; moſt of them continued loyal. Now to de- 
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lebrated 13 act. Miniſters ſtill entertained ſome 
doubts ; they were fearful that Parliament might refuſe to gg 
the whole length they wiſhed them. What did they do! 
They proclaimed it loudly every where, that commiſhoner; 
were to be appointed to negotiate ; a powerful fleet, and 
70,000 men were to accompany them ; and the colonies were 
to be left to the option of returning to their former ſtate of 
obedience, or of being compelled to it. What was the con. 
ſequence of all thoſe flattering promrſes ? The prohibitory 
aft was paſted ; but not a ſingle power veſted in the commil- 
fioners but that of pardoning. Lord Howe and his brother 
were the perſons named in the commiſſion. The ſpeech an- 
ſwered its end. The noble Lord was kept in Great-Britain, 
and could not proceed, for want of inſtructions, till five 
months after the act was paſſed, and almoft eight after the 
ſpeech. But when his Lordſhip received his inſtructions, 
what was the authority veſted in him and his brother, the 
other commiſſioner? Juſt ſo much efficient real power as is 
vefted in any other commander in chief, that of receiving 
ſubmiſſions, and granting pardons. The King could not do 
ir, though he were inclined ; his hands were tied up by the 
act. Without a power from Parliament, or without the con- 
currence of Parliament, it is moſt certain the King could not (: 
treat with the Provincials. This was known. The point in 
diſpute was the nature and extent of parliamentary ſuprema- 5 
cy. The pretence, therefore, for the clauſe introduced into 
the act for appointing commiſſioners, was to authoriſe the f 
Crown to treat; but, in fact, when the whole ſcene came to 
be fully opened, it plainly appeared that the King, by the att, BF. 
was exactly, nay, literally, empowered to do what he could 1 
have done without it; that is, to receive ſubmiſſions, and fe 
grant pardons; but as to the main points, relative to the ¶ te 
claims of Parliament over America, they were left to reſt Will ; 
preciſely where they ſtood before the ſpeech was delivered v 
or the act paſſed. Accommodation had been hitherto the Bi { 
miniſterial language, but now it was made to give way to un- Wi, 
conditional ſubmiſſion. It was, therefore, my Lords, this Wil 1; 
prohibitory act that induced the Congreſs to declare Ameri- Wi; 
ca independent. I truſt not to what this old man ſaid, or te 
that old man wrote ; I pay no attention to the filly predic- 
tions, or partial ſpeculations of any man. I rely upon 
facts, and facts alone. [ Alluding to Lord Mansfield's 
quotations from Montcalm's Letters, the writings of Sit 
Joſhua Gee, and others.] I contend,” that America never 
| entertained 


entertained any intention of rendering themſelves indepen- 
dent of this country, till they were forced into it by a ſeries 
of the moſt unjuſt, arbitrary, and cruel meaſures; till the 
prohibitory act, and the ſham commiſſion ſent out with it, 
told them, in ſo many words, You muſt ſuffer all the calami- 
ties of war and conqueſt, or ſubmit to unconditional ſub- 
miffion. | | 

The noble Earl in office Lord Suffolk] fays that Ameri- 
ca aimed at independence from the beginning ; and has in- 
ſiſted that their deſigns were pointed out by thoſe on the 
other fide of the Houle, ſo early as the year 774; and as a 
further proof that they were, and are of that opinion, he 
ſpeaks of the interview between Lord Howe and the Congreſs 
delegates, on Staten Iſland. I have given my reaſons already 
why I think his Lordſhip is miſtaken as to his general aſſer- 
tion; as to the fact of the delegates refuſing to treat with 
the commiſſioners, unleſs we acknowledged American inde- 
pendency, they acted juſt as I would have done; for, know- 
ing the nature of his Lordſhip's commiſſion, ſooner than 
treat upon ſuch diſgraceful terms, I ſhould, as an American, 
meet them, and refuſe to negotiate, unleſs Great Britain con- 
ſented to acknowledge my country independent. The dele- 
gates knew the powers veſted in the commiſſioners to be ſuch 
as I have deſcribed them, thoſe of unconditional ſubmiſſion, 
— 885 them, very properly, with the contempt they de- 
erved. | 
My Lords, this is the third campaign recommended from 
the throne, all promiſing ſucceſs, For my part, I no more 
truſt to the preſent miniſterial aſſurances, than to any of the 
former. This war has already coſt this nation at leaſt fif- 
teen millions, and if perſiſted in, is likely to coſt twice that 
ſum. The only probable means of preventing the perils with 
which we are ſurrounded, is by the preſent amendment, or 
ſomething dictated in the ſame ſpirit, Whether America 
would receive fuch a propoſition, in the manner every — 7 
liſhman would wiſh, I do not pretend to ſay; but I confels, 
if I was an American, I ſhould be unwilling to truſt to any 
terms from thoſe who had all along betrayed ſo pernicious and 
malignant a ſpirit. If I did, however, I would take care not 
to leave it in their power again to deceive me. And before 
I fit down, my Lords, as a faithful memorial of my ſenti- 
ments, I will acknowledge very fairly, if miniſtry and the na- 
tion are determined to proſecute the preſent unnatural war to 
the iſſue of this alternative, Shall America be ſubdued, or thall 
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ſhe render herſelf independent ? I ſhould gladly embrace the 
latter; I ſhould wiſh to ſee America independent, rather than 
enilaved ; becauſe J am already fully convinced of the tem- 
per, views, and ultimate objects of this war: which, if it 
ſhould prove ſucceſsful, on the ſyſtem it is now maintained, 
would moſt certainly effect at length here, what it profeſle; 
already to effect iv America. His Lordſhip treated feveral 
other matters in detail, on which he had delivered former 
opinions. | 
Lord Weiy- The Lord Viſcount eymouth. NI y Lords, the noble Earl 
mouth. , g . 
who moved the amendment, ſupports it entirely on the preſent 
diſpoſition of the French court. His Lordſhip tells you, that 
the Americans are diſpleaſed with the conduct of France, and 
therefore now 1s the time to treat with them. This, my 
Lords, is a very diſſerent language from what his Lordſhip 
held the laſt day I had the honour to hear him on the preſent 
ſubje&t. He then ſaid, that America and France were upon 
the beſt terms; he now tells you, that France is backward, 
and America out of temper. I believe his Lordſhip is very 
right. I have every reaſon for believing the noble Lord; 
and that, among ſeveral others, is one very ſtrong motive 


- . _ O 
to prevent me from agreeing to the propoſed amendment. 


The noble Duke in the blue ribbon, has endeavoured to 
convict me, and ſuch of his Majefty's miniſters as may en- 
tertain ſimilar ſentiments with me, of an inconſiſtency, ſhould 
I diſſent from the motion now before the Houſe. He ia 
imputed certain expreſſions to me, which I by no means re- 
collect; but allowing them to be exactly as the noble Duke 
has ſtated them, I do not think it quite parliamentary to refer 
to any thing which dropped in a former debate. I ſhall not, 
however, deny every advantage which his Grace wiſhes to 
derive from what he has preſumed I ſaid, I think adminiſtra- 
tion now, as well as then, though they entirely coincide 
with me, are perfectly conſiſtent in reſoſving to give a nega- 
tive to the amendment. What I ſaid, I refer to his Grace. 
account of it; it only imported this, that no propoſition fo! 
ſpecific terms ſhould be admitted till the event of the then 
enſuing campaign was firſt known. Is that condition yet de- 
termined one way or other? Surely not. The iſſue of tht 
campaign is not yet determined; at leaſt, not yet known to us; P 
ſo that admitting the argument to have all the weight the no- Þ 
ble Duke would with to give it, I ſee no ground for chargily 
me with inconſiſtency, in retaining my former opinion till 1 

| | even 
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75, Nevent ſhall happen, which may, or may not, be ſuppoſed to 
operate on it at ſome future day, 0 


reaſons aſſigned by the noble Earl in ſupport of his amend- 
| ment. He ſays, France will take a public and decided part 
od againſt us, if we do not embrace the preſent opportunity 
7. WW which preſents itſelf. France has done a great deal, but 
America deſires more. She is diſpleaſed with the former, 
becauſe France refuſes to do all ſhe aſks: now to my appre- 
henſion, this ſhould be a further motive for us to act with 
redoubled vigour. It is the very crifis in which we ſhould 
endeavour to preſs America. She is deſerted, according to 
the language of the noble Earl : this appears to me the time, 
therefore, moſt likely to compel her to return to her former 
ſtate of conſtitutional obedience. Take even the argument 
on the other fide, that the laſt campaign proved unſucceſsful, 
of which I have every reaſon, but a direct knowledge, to be- 
lieve the contrary ; the noble Earl, or his friends, will 


be the caſe, the preſent propoſed amendment would be 
ſeaſonable. If America ſhould prove victorious, would ſhe 
negotiate ? Certainly not.—For theſe reaſons, my Lords, 
Jam totally for diſagreeing with the noble Earl's motion. 
America muſt feel the ſtrength and power of this country, 
before ſhe will ever liſten to reaſonable terms of accommo- 
dation. Of this, I truſt, we ſhall ſhortly have an account. 
Whenever that period ſhall arrive, will be the ſeafon, and 
the only ſeaſon, in which, upon every principle of honour, 
policy, and national dignity, your Lordſhips will have an 
opportunity to diſplay at once your wiſdom and humanity. 


preſent queſtion within a very narrow compaſs, It ſeems, 
indeed, to be the general language of adminiſtration. Their 
arguments go fairly to this, that no time is proper for ne- 
gotiating with America. Either this campaign has proved 
already ſucceſsful, or it has not: if it has not, there is not 
one of your Lordſhips, who, I believe, ever expects that 
coercive meaſures will ſucceed; ſuch an idea would be ab- 
ſurd. If ſo then, nothing would be hazarded, were the 
preſent motion agreed to: if, on the other hand, the cam- 
paign has proved ſucceſsful, of which adminiſtration ſeem 
ſo confident, this is the very time which entirely correſponds 
with their ſentiments, I_ we have been victorious 
2 in 


There 1s another ſtrong objection, my Lords, againſt the 


hardly, I preſume, contend, that if that ſhould happen to 


The Biſhop of Peterborough. —My Lords, the noble Viſ- Biſhop of 
count's argument gives me an opportunity of contracting the Peterboreugh 
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in America; the provincial troops have of courſe been de. 
feated,, broken, and ſcattered, perhaps, entirely ruined : i; 
not this then the very previous condition which minifters re. g 
quire? The event of this campaign is moſt certainly by q 
Sis time finally determined; conſequently, before any re- Nd 
ſolution taken here could even be matured, we ſhall be fully n 
acquainted with all the military events that have happened, p 
At the time the laſt propoſition was made by the noble Earl, Wc 
it was objected by adminiſtration, that the campaign was 
then already begun, therefore it was now too late: now it is 
completely over, that objection no longer exiſts. On the 
whole, my Lords, if victory has declared in our favour, | 
think it more wiſe, in a political light, and more conſonant 
to the temper and diſpoſition of Engliſhmen, to permit ther 
natural feelings, thoſe of moderation and humanity, to take 
place of reſentment, perſecution, and revenge. 
The Duke The Duke of Richmond. My Lords, I have never offered 
Kiel mend. my ſentiments to your Lordſhips on a ſubject of greater dit- 
ficulty than that of the preſent debate; for, I confeſs, ] ſee 
little proſpect of a happy iſſue from the dangerous fituation 
in which we are involved. 

My apprehenſions do not go merely to the dangers ariſing 
from the preſent war (though they are, God knows, great 
enough) but to our exiſtence as a free people. 

Our government has, perhaps, never been entirely ſettled 
as it ought to be; but ever ſince the Revolution, when it 
received the greateſt degree of perfection it has ever had, it 

' has been by degrees departing from thoſe conſtitutional 
rights, which belong not only to Engliſhmen, but to 
men, and to the principles of which all governments muſt 
from time to time revert, if they mean to continue free. In 

proportion as they depart from them, they become uſurpa; 


tions. | 

In a book written on the laws of England, by a learned 
judge now on the bench, it has been obſerved, that ſince the 
period I have mentioned, although the ſtern command ot 
prerogative has given way, it has only yielded to the milder 
voice of influence, which afts with ſuch perſuaſive and pre- 
vailing energy, as to make ample amends for the loſs of ex- 
ternal prerogative. | | 

This influence is, I ſpeak literally, daily increaſing. It} 
effects become daily more apparent; and they are ſuch as 
totally annihilate every check which the conſtitution has 
framed to prevent the arbitrary will of the Soverign *. 


\ 
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becoming the ſole power of the ſtate : I do not meanto ſay, 
that the free agency of Parliament has been formally abro- 
gated ; but if, by the means of corrupt influence, it is in- 
directly deſtroyed or attempted, the attack is the more 
dangerous, from being in ſome degree concealed ; and is the 
more ſure of ſucceſs, as it operates by ſlew and almoſt im- 
perceptible degrees, till it gets ſo far a head, as to ſecure its 
continuance, and even enlargment, by its own means. 

It has been juſtly obſerved by the noble Earl who moved 
for the amendment, that theſe are not times for flattery, but 
ſuch as call upon every man to ſpeak out; and I am ſorry to 
ſay, that the extenſion of this influence ſeems. to have been 
the only ſyſtem which wicked miniſters have adviſed his Ma- 
jeſty to purſue during the whole of his reign. It has been 
ſtudiouſly followed in every department, and in every cor- 
ner of the empire. The preſent conteſt in America origi- 


which has been ſo fatally and e ee, purſued, never 
afforded any rational hope of producing ſuch a revenue as 
could really eaſe the burthens of this country; but the in- 
reaſe of influence it gave by the diſpoſal of employments 
in the collection, was ſufficient to make it be adhered to with 
that ſtubbornneſs, which characteriſes every part of the 
preſent ſyſtem. | : 

It _ not be a proper time on this day to enter upon ſo 


fore confine myſelf to that part which concerns America. 

nal I cannot agree with a noble Earl, who thinks America of 
to no uſe to us. The ſafety of this iſland can never be truſted 
to a land force alone. We can never keep up ſuch an army, 
as to want no fleet. The navy 1s the national defence of 


navy, we muſt have commerce; and poſſeſſions in diſtant 
parts of the globe, are the ſoul of that commerce. Ame- 
rica of itſelf anſwered every purpoſe we could wiſh as to 
rade; and beſides, produces thoſe naval ſtores, without 
hich we can have no fleet. Poſſibly thoſe ſtores: may be 
procured from other parts, and other branches of trade may 
e opened with other nations; but reſources that depend on 
foreigners, may be cut off at the inſtant they are moſt 
vanted, Poſſeſſing America, we were at all times certain 


has of ſupplies for our navy; and theugh we ſhould be at war 
" ich all Europe, our trade might {till be carried on. Such. 
e· 


are 


nated from this ſource, The eſtabliſhment of taxes there, 


large a field as this ſubject opens to our view; I ſhall there- 


Great-Britain, and to be a ſecure defence, muſt be ſuperior - 
to whatever muſt be brought againſt it. To ſupport that 
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have no right to aſſume over thoſe of another part; if for 
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are the advantages America was of to England; but I think, 
that great as theſe advantages are, the happineſs of Engliſh- 
men {ſettled there, and our acting according to the rules of 
juſtice, are objects of ſtill greater importance. 

From the firſt commencement of our diſputes, I have 
uniformly been 6f opinion, that if our government wa 
founded in juſtice and equality; if we treated Engliſhmen 
in America like Engliſhmen in Great Britain, we ſhould 
preſerve that happy union, founded in affection, which 
alone can be either valuable or permanent, at the diſtance we 
lie at from each other ; but that if we attempted a ſupe- 
riority, which the inhabitants of one part of the globe can 


p 


certain advantages, which local circumſtances might enable 
us to exact, we did not make an equitable compentation in 
other reſpects, I thought we ſhould abandon the paths of ir 
juſtice, which, are the foundation of all government, and 
become unworthy of the empire for which we contend. a8 

The only honeſt end of all government, is the happineſs 
of the whole community. It was never inſtituted for the 
advantage of one part of the nation, to the prejudice of 
another part, but for the mutual and equal benefit of all. 
The teſt of its being kept to this object, is the effect it pro- 
duces. If the general maſs of the people are happy and 
content, the government is good and well adminiſtered; but 
if any conſiderable part of the nation ſuffers and complains, ſth 
that government is oppreſhve, and ought not to be endured. ur 
Had we obſerved theſe principles; had we conſidered Ame-· in 
Ticans as poſſeſſing the ſame rights we claim; had we allowed ve 
them to be taxed only by their repreſentatives, as we clain 
a right to be taxed only by ours; had we confidered the pro- 
tection we afforded them, as in fact it was, amply repaid by 
our monopoly of their trade, we might have preſerved that 
young, but mighty empire, for many, many years: eve iv 
for a longer time than the comparative numbers of the gan 
people, or the ſtate of the reſpective countries, could entitle 
us to expect; for whole provinces do not readily alter a go- 
vernment under which they live happily ; and habits of Jong pre 
Randing, are not eaſily ſhaken off. eq 

But the proof of our government having been bad, ariſes, 
as I ſaid, from the effects it has produced. Long before the 
natural time when a ſeparation muſt have taken place, it ha ſee 
been forced by oppreſſion. The abettors of that oppreſſion, Nh 


fenſible that fo great an effect would ſpeak for itſelf, and con · Mob. 
* demi fro 
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emn their conduct, endeavoured to throw the blame on a few 
factious leaders in America, who, by daringly aſſuming po- 
ver, have, as they ſay, kept a whole continent in ſubjection 
o their lawleſs will, contrary to the inclination and intereſt 
of the general maſs of the people. Incredible as this ſtory 


en as, it was liſtened to; and the aſſurances which miniſters 
dave, that the moment protection was afforded in America, 
cl to the numerous well-wiſhers to Britiſh government, they 


vould ſhew themſelves, and cruſh the prevailing faction, were 
believed. | 

For three years we have been deluded with theſe imagina- 
ions. In the firſt year, upwards of ten thouſand regular 


f : 8 
roops, in the ſingle town of Boſton, ſufficient, one would 


hink, to protect the people againſt a faction, ſerved only to 
irritate, | 

But this firſt experiment, far from opening our eyes, failed, 
as we are told, only becauſe the force was not ſufficient ; and 
therefore, for the two laſt years, what with the addition of 
zerman mercenaries and ſavages, we have had an army little 
ort of ſixty thouſand men, and a fleet of an hundred ſhips 
of war, in America, Bur ſtill, even this force has been too 
weak to protect the people againſt a faction. 

Thirteen whole provinces have thrown off their dependen- 
y on this country ; andall the efforts of our arms, exerted to 
the utmoſt, ſupplied with moſt extravagant loans of money, 
unincumbered by any foreign war, have for two years proved 
ineffectual to compel any one of them to return to that go- 
vernment, to which miniſters tell us they are ſo much attach - 
ed. It is curious to look back to the operations of theſe three 
ampaigns, In the firſt, we were beat at Lexington, very 
dearly earned a poſt at Bunker's-hill, could but barely keep 
poſſeſſion of Boſton, and nearly loſt Quebec. In the ſecond, 
we were obliged to abandon Boſton, and got only New-Y ork, 
and a ſmall diſtrict, in its ſtead, The moment we attempted 
to extend our cantonments into the Jerſeys, we were driven 
ack with loſs, and the attempt from Canada on Ticonderoga 
proved fruitleſs, In the third year, after another attempt, 
equally without ſucceſs, in the Jerſeys, Sir William Howe, 

nable to conduct our great army from New-York to Phila- 
lelphia, a diſtance ſhort of an hundred miles, is obliged to 
ſeek another avenue to it. That by the river Delaware, on 
which it ſtands, is alſo found impracticable, and our forces are 
obliged to put again to ſea, at a great riſk, at a certain loſs 
from bad climate, and to go round by the Capes of Virginia 
and 
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and Cheſapeak Bay. However, we are told at laſt, that iti 
gueſſed we have got poſſeſſion of Philadelphia. That is a | 
cond town for the third year of the war, How theſe tw 
towns can be kept, what communieation can be maintained 
between them, how our armies can ſubſiſt, what advantages 
we are to derive from theſe poſſeſſions, miniſters leave us to- 
tally in the dark abour. 

The attempt renewed from Canada, ſeems, from the ac. 
counts we have ſeen, to foretell greater diſaſters. Mr. Bur. 
goyne himſelf tells you, that although he has got fifty team 
of oxen 1n the country, he can merely ſupply his army from 
day to day; and had on the 15th of Auguſt, after three week 
wholly employed in procuring proviſions, only got four day; 
in advance. His attempt to turpriſe a magazine at Ben- 
nington, ends in the ſurpriſe of the troops he ſent there, and 
in the total loſs of the detachment. The corps he ſends toi 
ſupport this detachment is alſo obliged to retreat, with the 
loſs of two pieces of cannon. Mr. St. Leger's attempt on 
Fort Stanwix proves equally vain, notwithſtanding the ma. 
| facre of four hundred Engliſh Americans by the Savages, 
Mr. Burgoyne remains near Saratoga for five weeks; and ot 
the 19th of September, after an action which coſts him five 
hundred men, and is diſputed from noon till dark by the co 
wardly Americans under Mr. Arnold, they retreat only hal 
a league to their camp. Various are the reports of what ha 
happened fince. That he ſhould have been totally cut off, 1s 
not improbable, from his own account; for the beſt troops 
cannot ſubſiſt without proviſions, But if he has ſucceeded, 
and gdt to New-York, what has he effected? He has march- 
ed from Canada, through the province of New-York, with 
the loſs of ſeveral thouſand men, and with infinite expence, 
labour, and fatigue. But he cannot keep poſſeſſion of the 
country he has gone through, and he might have arrived at 
New-York two years ago, by ſea, from England, without 
lll... 

muſt here mention a ſubject that has ſurpriſed me. Mr, 
Burgoyne finds leiſure to write an elaborate letter, but can- 
not find time to ſend that liſt of the unfortunate who hav 
fallen in the different actions, which would relieve the anxie. 
ty of the parent, and the friends of the ſurvivors. I will cal 
no blame on any man without hearing him; but it behovs 
miniſters to enquire, why this farisfattion, which individual 


have a right to expect, was not complied with? The = 
2 | |: aße 
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have mentioned, are the principal operations of the three 


ampaigns. 
do not mean to throw any blame on the conduct of the 


pfficers who have commanded. They may have acted with 


neg apacity, or otherwiſe. No man can form any judgment 
Ses rrom the little, or rather no information, Parliament has had. 
tos 


But ſuppoſing they have done their duty, it muſt now appear 
learly to every one, what has been long foretold here, that 
from the nature of the country, it is not poſhble for Great- 
Britain to compel America to ſubmiſhon. We have had 
he experience of three years trial ; the two laſt, with the 
tmoſt exertion of our force. How many more is it expect- 


eue we are to attempt? The King told us in his ſpeech laſt 
car, that notwithſtanding the ſucceſſes (which were then 


Woaſted of) and the proſpe& of their bringing the war to a 
peedy concluſion, we muſt prepare for another campaign. 
hat other campaign has been tried, and we are now in a 

vorſe condition than we were before it began. Our army is 

greatly diminiſhed by the ſword and by fickneſs. The ran- 


O . ov. as «9. 
umbers that are loſt. Our troops relax in diſcipline, while 


ion becomes precarious, while their government acquires 
onſiſtency. We have no ſucceſſes to boaſt of this year. 
Vhat proſpect then have we of greater in future? Before a 
trial had been made, there might be tome ſhadow for expecta- 


hat can induce us to riſk a fourth experiment, with dimiſhed 
0 Wncans of ſucceſs? 
t N But, my Lords, I wiſh you to turn your eyes to another 


part of this buſineſs. I mean the dreadful inhumanity with 
which this war is carried on; ſhocking beyond deſcription 
to every feeling of a Chriſtian, or of a man! When we have 
eard of the cruelties of other civil wars, we uſed to rejoice 
ot to have the age, or the country we lived in, the ſcene of 
ſuch miſery ; but to ſee England, formerly famous for hu- 
namity, coolly ſuffering the worſt of barbarities to be exer- 
iſed on her fellow ſubſects, and appearing untouched by 
he woes ſhe cauſes, becaule they are at a diſtance, and ſhe 
loes not experience any of them herſelf, muſt be truly mor- 
Lifying to any man who is in the ſmalleſt degree poſleſſed of 
ational pride. | 

If ever any nation ſhall deſerve to draw down on her the 
Divine vengeance for her fins, it will be this, if ſhe ſuffers 


acking of Germany, and our jails, cannot even recruit the 


heirs acquire military knowledge and ſervice. Our ſitua- 


jon: but now that it has thrice failed, I would fain know 


Vor, IX; G ſuch 
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ſuch horrid war to continue, To me, who.think we have 
been originally in the wrong, it appears doubly unpardon- 
able: but even ſuppoſing we were right, it is certainly we 
who produce the war; and I do not think any conv:leration Þ 
of dominion or empire ſufficient to warrant the ſacriſices we 
make to it, The beſt rights may be bought too dear, nor 
are all means juſtifiable in attaining them. To arm negro ff 
ſlaves againſt their maſters, to arm ſavages, who we knoy fl 
will put their priſoners to death in the moſt cruel tortures, f 
and literally eat them, is not, in my opinion, a fair war 
againit fellow ſubjects. W hen we arc untortunately obliged 
to war with other nations, mutual efteem ſoon takes place 
between the troops, and reciprocal humanity prevails, which WM 
greatly alleviates the too many miſeries of all wars but in 
the preient conteſt, every mean artitice has been uſed to en- 
courage the toliery to act with aſperity, or alacrity, as it 
is now the faſhion to call it. 

Inſtead of taking prudent meatures to reftrain the military | 
within the cloicſ bounds. of dilcipline, inſtead of making 
them ſenfible, that as they were to act againſt their country: 
men, every potiible means of ſaving their lives, and ipering 
their x 99g] , ſhould be uicd, and every degree of comals 
ſion ſhewa to men wha only erred from miliaken notions, 
and were till to be conſidered as ſubiects of the fame Kang, 
they have been encouraged by anthority, to look upon their 
opponents as cowards, Rao: s, rebels, and every thing chat 
is vile; and their property has been, by law, declared lay 
ful plunder. The natural effects have followed. A military 
thus let looſe, or rather thus ſet on, have given vent 10 that 
barbarity which degrades human nature, and a total want of 
diſcipline and good order is ſaid to prevail. 

The noble Lord who has moved the addreſs, and who has 
ſerved in America, has gen a ava different account. | 
ſhall always defire to have aut gntic information, do not 
look on an exprefſion dropped i in a ipeech to be ſuch. Wil 
the noble Lord ſubmit to a regular examination, and anſwer 
ſuch queſtions as 1 can put to "him on this matter? Or will 
miniſtry allow me to call to the bar thoſe who upon their oath 
muſt there give official information? The accounts I have 
heard are, that want of order univerſally prevails 1n the ar- 
mies in America; that rapine and deſolation mark their pro- 

reis. 

I am not ſurpriſed that Indians and foreigners, who can 


hays no other buſineis in our diſputes, but the money they 
ary 
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re Hued for, ſhould make plunder their only object; nor is 
ti, be wondered at, that men who ſell their own lives, and 
cir arme, to take away that of others, in a quarrel they 
not underftand, ſhould practiſe that cruelty and barbart- 
V. hich men who have laid aſide all principle are liable to: 
duo thet Engl lhmon thould allo be made engines of ſuch op- 
il, is of the moſt dangerous conſequences. | 

\{y Lone, I dread the return of that army to theſe king- 
oms. jormerly the rights of the ſubje& were protected 
the laws, and reſpected by the army; property was ſe- 
re; and if the life of an Engliſhman was taken away, the 
hole country called for vengeance ; foul murder was the 
zit uſed to bear, and delinquents were certain of meet- 
3 with juſt and ignominious puniſhment, But now our 
didicry have learnt a different leſion ; inftead of merely ſup- 
ortins the civil authority, and being ſtrictly reftrained from 
very act of violence beyond repelling force by force, they 
ave been ſuifered to ranlack houtes, to maim women, to 


ry ommit every kind of outrage. I ſaw an account of a ſoldier 
having cut off a woman's fingers to get at her rings; and this 
7 as mentioned only as one among the numberleſs inſtances 
no 


cruelty, When an army like this returns, it may totally 
bvert the remains of freedom. If diſbanded, they will be- 


eme a lawleſs banditti; if kept together, a moſt dangerous 
eapon in the hands of miniſters, who have ſhewn ſo little 
eit 


card to the rights of freemen. This army is ready prac- 
fed in ſpilling the blood of Engliſhmen. It is only calling 
bnoxious men rebels, and your army is ready to treat them 
$ they have done the Americans, or perhaps without that 
remony. 
My Lords, I would not be thought to ſpeak ill of a profeſ- 
on ] belong to, unleſs it deſerves it. 1 feel in myſelf that 
rit de corps, which makes me jealous of its honour ; but I 
long by much ſtronger ties to the nation, than to the army; 
nd hope the Hrit de corps of an Engliſhman is ftill more 
evalent in me. While the army was filled with men of 
roperty, while their ſentiments were, that the firſt duty of 
ſoldier was to his country, ſuch an army was no way dan- 
rrous ; but when the notion, that a ſoldier muſt have no 
e hoice, muſt not reaſon, muſt implicitly obey, was carried 
om the camp to matters of ſtate, and is extended ſo far, as 
et officers are looked upon as obliged to fight againſt their 
duntrymen, even though they think them reſiſting in a right 
nue; I ſay, my Lords, I think ſuch an army deſerves no 
. G 2 reſpect, 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 177%. 
reſpect, and becomes that mere, venal engine of power, which 
has ſubverted ſo many free conſtitutions, I ſhall ever revere if 
the noble Earl in this Houſe, and ſome other officers, who ra. 
ther choſe to give up their profeſſion, than ſerve upon ſuch | 
terms, and contrary to the dictates of their own feelings; and] 
I ſhall ever look with diſtruſt on thoſe, who adviſed his Ma. 
jeſty to ſuffer ſuch conſcientious men to retire from the ſer. 
vice, and thereby perſuaded the King to diſcountenance those 
ſentiments, which alone can make an army not dangerous tif 
the ſtate, My Lords, it is from knowing ſomething of ſol. 
diers, that I know the neceſſity of diſcipline; and 1 ſpeak; 
true military language, and am a real friend to the army, 
when I recommend enforcing it, by the only effectual mean; 
it can be enforced, that is, by encouraging in the officers are. 
ſpect for the law, and for the liberties of the people. But I an 
told, that other notions prevail in our American armies : that 
their marches are traced by the deſolation of thoſe we {till cal 
Engliſhmen and ſubjects. This, my Lords, among many 
others, ſeems a fit ſubject for enquiry. 

Can we too ſoon put a ſtop to ſuch a ſcene of carnage ? NM 
Lords, I know that what Iam going to ſay is not faſhionab 
language, but a time will come, when every one of us mut 
account to God for his actions, and how can we juſtify cauſiq; 
ſo many innocent lives to be loſt? lives of our fellow- ſubjech 
which we are bound to protect. I ſcarcely dare call on the 
right reverend bench of biſhops even for a chriſtian purpoſe 
to aſſiſt in ſtopping the effuſion of chriſtian proteſtant blood 
The very calling on biſhops creates a laugh, and they join in 
themſelves. But it ill becomes them. They ſhould conſide 
that they fit here for their temporal concerns only, as a f 
condary object; their firſt duty is, by example, mildneſs, ani 
perſuaſion, to ſoften our deliberations; and particularly 
caſes which ſo immediately affect the object of all religion, a 
the morality of our actions, and are of ſuch extent as that no 
under deliberation. It becomes a mere joke, if they are to 
tire from the Houſe when a poor criminal is at your bar, it 
cauſe they cannot bring themſelves to vote in a caſe of bloc 
and yet can adviſe the moſt ſanguinary meaſures, which it 
volve the lives of thouſands. But, my Lords, as I ſaid & 
fore, [ know that arguments drawn from religion or humanit 
are of little avail, I ſhall therefore return to thoſe of poliq 
which every day ſpeak, more and more forcibly. 

If the conqueſt of America by force becomes now evident 
impoſſible, let us conſider what we are riſking in this idle: 
wicked purſuit, The ſpeech gives us reaſon to think, = 
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ich BY Majeſty does not truſt to the aſſurances he receives from fo- 
ere reign powers for the preſervation of peace. That their arma- 
1a. ments call for armaments on our fide, Let us then reflect on 
ach! the condition we are in for that Europezn war, againſt which 
we are called upon to prepare. Our chief army, that of our 
allies, and the greateſt part of our frigates, are in America. 
Will not the firſt hoſtilities here oblige us to recall them, and 
conſequently to abandon America? Can thoſe armies come 
away without loſs? Are we ſure that theo will arrive in time 
to ſave this country? Do not they run the riſk of being in- 
tercepted ? In the mean time, let us ſee what we have to truſt 
to at home. The noble Lord at the head of the Admiralty 
ſays, we have a good fleet, well manned, ſuperior to what 
France and Spain can unitedly bring againſt ns. He is reſpon- 
ſible for what he has aſſerted; I wiſh it may prove ſo. But 
are we ſure, that in caſe of a rupture, a ſuperior fleet can ſe- 
cure us from a foreign invaſion of this iſland, acroſs a chan- 
nel which, from numberleſs ports, may be traverſed in a win- 
ter's night ? We know that almoſt as often as foreign forces 
have ſeriouſly attempted to land they have ſucceeded; and 
what is our defence here, if ſuch an event ſhould take place? [ 
remember, that at the beginning of the laſt war, the apprehen- 


army and navy was at home, we ſent over for twelve thouſand 
Hanoverians and Heſſians to protect us. Perhaps that was 
needleſs and exceſſive caution ; but we err too much the other 
way, when we truſt to the very ſmall force now in England or 
Ireland; and however uſeful the militia may be, I hope we 
ſhall never rely on them ſolely for our defence, eſpecially of- 
ficered as they now are, by men without that qualincation 
which is the very eſſence of the conſtitution, - Of all nations 
upon the earth, I believe England would be the ſooneſt and 
eaſieſt conquered, if a conſiderable foreign force was to land 
at this moment, while our army is out of the kingdom, for our 
people are totally unuſed to arms, the country is without for- 
treſſes or ſtrong poſts, and our government without confi- 
dence. | | 
The ſtate of our finance appears to me equally critical. Tt 
is a ſubject of too much detail to enter into on a day not pe- 
culiarly appropriated for that purpoſe; but it is ſufficient ro 
ſay, that we are far, very far exceeding that debt which, at the 
end of the lait war, was thought would cruſh us, and was then 
ſufficient to compel us to peace. In addition to that debt, and 
its preſent vaſt increaſe, we have, I fear, loſt America, and the 
reſources it furniſhed, | 


ſions of an invaſion were ſo great, that although almoſt all our 
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His Majeſty in his ſpeech ſays, „he ſhall ever be watchful 
of an opportunity of putting a ſtop to the effuhon of the blood 
of his ſubjects,” but a noble Lord has ſaid, that the prop-(al 
for peace muſt not come from Parliament. But, my Loris, 
I muſt contend, that there are no means at preſent exiſting, 
for the King to ſet on foot any treaty for peace. he grounds 
of the preſent conteſt are the preten ed rights of Parliament. 
The King cannot of his own authority enter into any treaty 
for relinquiſhing the moſt inſignificant of them. I he at un- 
der which commiſſioners are appointed, authoriſes them merely 
to receive ſubmiſſion, and on that condition to grant pardons; 
and therefore, if both ſides were ever ſo much inclined to il 
treat, that is, reciprocally to yield up claims, there is no legal 
method open for ſuch a treaty. Even the diſpoſition of Par-. 
liament is uncertain, At one time, we do not mean taxation; 
at another, revenue is not our object: one miniſter requires ME" 
only an admiſſion of the ſupremacy of Parliament, another un- 
conditional ſubmiſſion. 

A ſecretary of ſtate has told us, that the negotiation opened 
on Staten Iſland, broke up as ſoon as begun, becauſe the Ame- 
Tican deputies required theJadmiſſion of their independency as a 
fine qua non. | believe the want of power in our commiſſioners 
.to treat, was the true cauſe of that buſineſs's proceeding no 
farther; and although I am perſuaded the noble Lord did not 
mean to deceive the Houſe, I have reaſon to believe the action 0 
was not as he has ſtated. Let the noble Lord lay before theo 
Houſe the account which was received of it, that is, the regu- Me 
lar method of parliamentary information. I wiſh Parliament Pu 
would remedy the real difficulty which at preſent ſubſiſts, and Me 


authoriſe commiſſioners really to treat, ; U 
In regard to the amendment propoſed, my only objection to W!: 
it is, that it ſeems to convey to the world an idea that we are j 


ſtill in time to recover thoſe invaluable provinces to Great i 
Britain. I much fear it iselapſed. I do not ſay that it is im- 
poſſible to reunite America with England in ſome ſhape or 
other, or that it ſhould not be attempted; but I would not 
have the people of this country raiſed to an expectation, in 
which I fear they would be deceived. I will not defpair, be- 
cauſe am convinced that an equitable and fair union would 
be moſt advantageous to the inhabitants of both countries; 
but after the exaſperated ſtate to which things have been driven 
between the army and the Americans, I doubt they will never 
be reconciled to hold any dependance on a nation, from which 

they have received ſuch unpardonable injuries. 
A ſecretary 


oble Earl, who moved the amendment, declare, that he 
vas ſtill for the dependency of America, and that he under- 
ood all who ſupported the noble Lord agreed in the ſame 
ſentiment. I know not from what premiſes ſuch a conclu- 
jon is drawn; but left filence ſhould be deemed acqui- 


R 3 A ſecretary of fate has ſaid, that he was glad to hear the 


t. : | 
once, J moſt for once declare, that although I much 
ich to ice the Americans return of their own accord to 


2 reaſonable degree of dependency on this country, yet I 
vill not ſav, that any alliance with them as free ſtates 
dught to be rejected. If we can obtain the benefits of their 
ommerce in return for our protection, it is all that is eſſen- 
ial, ſtill, leſs might be beneficial, I would treat, and get 
Wheat [ could with their conſent; but I would ſooner give up 
ery claim to America, than continue an unjuſt and cruel 
ri! war, I am happy to find the noble Earl who moved 
he amendment, has in ſome reſpect deviated from the bill 

e propoſed three years ago ; and that he would now give 
America ſecurity againſt the exiſtence of a military force 
here without their conſent, Indeed, the ſad experience 
hey have had, makes ſuch a ſecurity the more called for, as 
vithout it all other provitions would be uſeleſs. 

The Earl of Chatham. I approve in part of what the The Earl of 
oble Dake fays ; but I by no means think the enquiry ought Catan. 
o be ſet on foot intirely for the ſake of the right reverend 
dench. This Houſe, the Parliament, the nation at large, 
dught to have the opportunity to clear themſelves of that 
cavy load of black and bloody -imputed guilt, under which 
ucy ſuffer, I pledge myſelf to ſet on foot an enquiry into 
he ſtate of the nation; and, as one of its leading objects, 
thall endeavour to diſcover who were the authors and ad- 
ners of letting looſe the blood-hounds and hell-hounds, the 
avages of America, upon our brethren there. It ſhall be a 
ind of a lu/frum, to cleanſe and purify the nation from the 
ddious guilt of thoſe horrid barbarities, You, my Lords, 
ne biſhops, I truſt, will aſſiſt in this pious work; and you, 
y learned Lords, who are both the conſtitutional guardians 
nd interpreters of the laws, | Addreifing himiclt to the 
ords Chancellor and Mansfield] will not, I truſt, be want- 
ng. I ſhall implore the aid of the lawn fleeves and ermine 
dn that occaſion. I hope to ſtamp a proper mark both upon 
he illegality and inhumanity of this bloody meaſure; we 
ll then be aſſiſted by the lawn and ermine, by — 

an 


Ld. Suffolk, 


Chatham. 


The Earlof Earl of Chatham ſaid, the concluſion of Lord Suffolk“ 
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and wiſdom : we ſhall have the pious aſſiſtance of that ſacred 
bench ; and the no leſs conſtitutional and efficacious aid of 
the ſages of the law ; of our right reverend and moſt learned 
brethren on both ſides of the Houſe, in dragging the author 
or authors of this Satanic meaſure, into broad day-light, and 
inflicting on him or them, the moſt exemplary and condigy 
puniſhment. 

Earl of Sz elk. The noble Earl has expreſſed himſelf in 
very vehement terms indeed. I wiſh he had felt as power- 
fully for the many unheard-of cruelties exerciſed by thoſe 
very people over their own brethren, for no other crime but 
merely refuſing to join in rebellion. I inſiſt on what TI firſt 
ſaid, that if the Indians had not been employed by us, they 
would have been employed againſt us. The Americans ſent 
their emiſſaries amongſt them; and while his Lordſhip ex- 
preſſed ſo much horror at the cruelty of the ſavages, I am 
ſurprized that he did not beſtow one thought on the much 
more unnatural and bloody conduct of our rebellious ſub— 
jects, who, to the guilt of committing ſimilar cruelties to 
thoſe he has enumerated, on Engliſhmen, and their own 
countrymen, have added the crimcs of treaſon, perfidy, in- 
gratitude, and rebellion, The alliance of the Indians is to 
be juſtified upon two grounds; one, as neceſſary in ad; 
the other, as allowable upon principle; for firſt, the Ame- 
ricans endeavoured to raiſe them on their fide, and would 
gain them, if we did not; and next, it was allowable, and 
perfectly juſtifiable, to uſe every means that God and na- 
ture had put into our hands.* 


ſpeech, contained a moſt prepoſterous and enormous princt- 
ple; and added, that ſuch notions ſtanding fo near the throne, 
might pollute the ear of Majeſty. He affirmed, that ſuch 
an alliance was againſt the conſtitution ; he believed againk 
law. 


*The Duke of Grafton and Lord Shelburne denied the 
fact; aſſerting that the Americans diſclaimed the aſf- 
ſtance, and endeavoured to preſerve the neutrality of the 
Indians, | pr 


Earl 


eceſſity of doing the ſame. I do not pretend to ſay for 
hat purpoſes the noble Lord, who ſpoke laſt, might have 
employed them, at Montreal, or in the interior country; 
dut they were never employed in the army I commanded, 
ut in aſſiſting the troops in the laborious ſervices neceſſarily 
attending an army. They were never under military com- 
and, nor arrayed for military purpoſes. 


ut of laſt war, ſhould forget the means by which it was 
onducted, and ſhould now condemin the rmeaſures they had 
ormerly authoriſed ; and added, that Indians had been etri- 
ployed on our fide in the laſt war in America; that preſents 
ad been given, and treaties made with them. 


iis private knowledge he well knew they had been employed, 
or the neceſſary purpoſe of war, as he preſumed, and not to 
de ſtretched far and wide for murder and maſſacre; and all 
heir concomitant horrors: that if the previous uſe of them 
y the French, our natural enemy, and the inevitable neceſ. 
ities of our army, obliged us to employ them in military 
purpoſes to ſcour the country or cover our flanks, the gene- 
ral who commanded, and who acted from thoſe neceffities, 


hat houſe, and called upon him to declare, whether the ad- 
miniſtration in that war had ever directed or authoriſed the 
ſe of the ſavages ? Whether ever a line from office had 
given that meafure an official or public ſanction ? -e re- 
minded the noble Earl [ Gower] that his Lordſhip was not 
then in office; but that he himſelf, who had then tha honour 
to be ſecretary of ſtate, aſſured their Lordſhips adminiſtra- 
lon never 1 juſtified or authorized that meaſure. | 


and that perhaps both ſides might have been in the wrong ; 
but did not impute any ſanction or knowledge of their uſe to 
adminiſtration, | 25 3 


„ Dts8ETIENT, - TY 
« Becauſe this addreſs'is a fepetition of, or rather an im- 


Vorl. H : blind 


arl 


The Earl of Chatham anſwered, he did not forget ; that in L 


would account for them: that he now appealed to him in 


Tue Houle divided, for the amendment 28 ; againſt it 84. 


provement on, the fulſome adulatien offered, and of the 
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Lord Townſhend, The caſe was this: Monſ. Montcalm td. Tews- 
employed them wy in the war, which put us under the Ye. 


Earl Getogr ſaid, he wondered that they who had the con- PalBeigere 


arl of 
batha m. 


Lord Amberſt confeſſed, chat they had been employed laſt L A 
war in America; that they had been employed by both ſides; Lf. 
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blind engagements entered into on former occaſions; by this 
Houſe, refative to this unhappy civil war.“ | 
' EFFINGHAM. 


The addreſs preſented, 2 2 


The humble addreſs of the Right Honourable the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, in Parliament aſſembled. 


Moſt gracious Sovereign, 

We, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjects, the 
Lords Spiritual and Temporal, in Parliament aſſembled, beg 
leave to return your Majeſty our humble thanks for your 
moſt gracious ſpeech from the throne. 

Permit us, Sir, to offer our congratulations to your Ma- 
jeſty on the increaſe of your domeſtic happineſs by the birth 
of another princeſs, and the recovery of. your royal conſort ; 
who is moſt highly endeared to this nation, as well by her 
Majeſty's eminent and amiable virtues, as by every neu 
pledge of ſecurity to our religious and civil liberties, 

We are duly ſenſible of your Majeſty's goodneſs in re- 
curring to the advice and ſupport of your Parliament in the 
preſent conjuncture, when the rebellion in North America 
fill continues; and we return your Majeſty our unfeigned 
thanks for having communicated to us the juſt confidence which 
your Majeſty repoſes in the zeal, intrepidity, and exertions 
of your Majeſty's officers and forces both by ſea and land; 
but at the ſame time that we entertain a well-founded hope 
of the important ſucceſſes, which, under the bleſſing of Pro- 
vidence, may be expected, we cannot but applaud your Ma- 
jeſty's unwearied vigilance and wiſdom in recommending to 
us to prepare, at all events, for ſuch further operations as 
the contingencies of the war and the obſtinacy of the rebels 

may render expedient : we are therefore gratefully ſenſible of 
your Majeſty's conſideration in purſuing the meaſures nece(- i 
fary to keep, your land forces complete to the preſent eftabliſh- F® 
ment; and we owe it both to your Majeſty and to ourſelves 
to ſay, that we ſhall chearfully concur in enabling your Ma- 
jeſty to make good ſuch new engagements with foreign 
powers, for the augmentation of the auxiliary troops, as the 
weighty motives your Majeſty has ſtated to us may induce 
you to contract, | | , 

* ( 
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It is with great ſatisfaction we learn that your Majeſty 


7. 


us 


pacific diſpoſitions 3 and with hearts full of gratitude and ad- 
miration, we acknowledge your Majeſty's humane, ſteady, 
and dignified conduct, which is equally well calculated to de- 
monſtrate to the world, your Majeſty's wiſh to preſerve the 
peneral tranquillity of Europe, and your determination to 
maintain the honour of the crown, the ſecurity of theſe 
ingdoms, and the commercial intereſts of your ſubjects. 
We thankfully receive your Majeſty's declaration of 
perſeverance in the meaſures now purſuing, for the re- eſta- 
bliſhment of a juſt and conſtitutional ſubordination through 
he ſeveral parts of your Majeſty's dominions ; and we beg 
eave to aſſure your Majeſty, that we participate the defire 
which at the ſame time animates your royal breaſt, to ſec a 


blood, and the various calamities inſeparable from a ſtate of 
rar. | | | ; 
The conftant tenor of your Majefty's reign has ſhewn, 
hat your whole attention is employed for the ſafety and hap» 
. of all your people; and whenever our unhappy fellow 
ſubjects in North America ſhall duly return to their alle- 
fiance, we ſhall readily concur in every wiſe and ſalutary 
eaſurs which can contribute to reſtore confidence and order, 
ind fix the mutual welware of Great Britain and her colo- 
nes on the moſt ſolid and permanent foundations. | 
His Majeſty's anſwer, 
My Lords, 83 2 a 
I thank you for this very loyal and dutiful addreſs, as well 
s for your congratulations on the increaſe of my family, and 
or the regard you expreſs, on this occaſion, for the Queen. 
The ky att £3 you give me, of your firm and temperats 
ntiments, reſpecting the meaſures in which we are engaged, 
Ire mighty agreeable to me; and I perſuade myſelf, that ſa- 
utary effects muſt be the natural reſult of deliberation, con- 
lucted on ſuch principles. You will ever find, that the fa- 
ourite wiſh of my heart, is to promote, and effectuate, the 


ommon happineſs and welfare of all my dominions. - -* 
Adjourned to the 27th. | 


„ November 27. 
N © i i-- | «Sa 
| H 2 — Novem- 


receives repeated aſſurances from foreign powers of their 


proper opportunity for putting an end to the effuſion of 


It 


82 


The Duke 
of Rich- 


Earl of 
Sandwich. 


was explaining the grounds of his motion, he was interuptel 
| by Lord Suffolk, who whiſpered him. His Grace proceeded, 
e 
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November 28. 3 

The Duke of Richmond moved, that an addreſs be preſentel 
to his Majeſty, that he will be pleaſed to give orders, tha 
the proper 4 do lay before this Houſe the laſt weekly re. 
turns received from the commanders in chief, or other prope: 
officers commanding at the ſeveral ports of Portſmouth, Ply. 
mouth, and Chatham; together with the laſt returns fron 
the ſeveral ports in Great Britain and Ireland, As the Duke 


ſaid, ſo the papers now moved for, were obtained, it wa 
of very little conſequence to him, whether they came through 
the official medium of the hands of the ſecretary of ſtate, 
by an addreſs. He aſſured the Houle he ſought no ſeorets d 
ſtate ; he only wiſhed barely to get as much information, a 
the motion imported, and no more; the laſt weekly returns 
But while he conceded as to the mode, he did not mean th 
relinquiſh the right, according to times and circumſtance, 
of eilling for, and having the moſt ample, ſatisfactory, an 
detailed information. The preſent was little more than men 
matter of form; it was the language of adminiſtration it 
the other Houſe, that they wiſhed for nothing ſa much, 2 
the moſt full and ample detail; it was the beſt ſecurity fa 
the continuance of the pacific diſpoſition of the Houle « 
Bourbon. [His Grace alluded to what fell from Sir Hug 
Pallifer, Mr. Buller, and Lord Mulgrave, in the committe 
of ſupply on Wedneſday.] 
Earl of Sandibich replied, that he would at all times h 
ready to ſacrifice his own perſonal character to popular opt: 
nion, when the ſafety of the natipn required. On that ground 
when improper communications from the King's tervand 
were looked for, tho? the witholding of them, might carry: 
appearance of a wiſh to conceal, what ought not to be refuſed 
he would always ſhare in the cenſure to which ſuch a condut 
might be liable, ſooner than endeavour ta juſtify himſe 
by revealing what in many inſtances, it would not be prude 
and on ſome particular occaſions, would be criminal to revea 
That was not the caſe, however, at preſent ; the papers call 
for, were ready. to be produced, on the very idea alluded tf 
by the noble Duke. Our fleet was our beſt ſecurity ; att 
was now an ſo reſpectable a footing, that while a diſcloſure d 
zts real ſtate would convince our enemies, how unequal th 
would be, to carry on hoſtile intentions againſt us into exe 
gatjon, would at the fame time prove, how deplorably * 
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aken thoſe perſons were, who endeavoured to miſrepreſent - 
t; and of courſe to throw blame on them, to whom the ma- 
agement and care of it, was entruſted. "The navy had been 
re- ply provided for; and he truſted, that the bounty of Par- 
iament, was no lets faithfully, than judiciouſly employed. 
The navy of England had at no time been on ſo truly formi- 
on lable a footing, ſince the concluſion of the late war. On that 
ground, he was ready to meet thoſe, who doubted of the 
truth of it; on that ground, he moſt chearfully concurred in 
e motion, now made; it Was no leſs notorious, - in what a 
wu uinous ftate it had been, when he came to prefide at the 
hoard, he now ſat. There was not at the time of the break- 
ng out of the difference with Spain, relative to Falkland's 
ſſand, any number of ſhips of force, fit to proceed upon 
 v&Qual ſervice, He obſerved, that the, noble Duke laid great 
rn; irels on that circumſtance ; and he was ready, if neceſſary, 
o prove, that the aſſertion wa- ftriftly true. 


enn debate, to his diſcourſe with the noble Lord at the head of 
ü he finances, [Lord North] on his Lordſhip being appointed 
o precide at the admiralty board, informing him of the 
uinous ſtate of the navy, and defiring him to co-operate 
vith him, in order to rcinſtate the navy, in its former ſitua- 
ion; and adding, that he had, in conſequence of that ap- 
plicatjon, ariſing from the neccflity of comply ing with it, 
eceived the moſt bountiful aſſiſtance from miniſters, He 
hould have . imagined, however, his Lordſhip meant Par- 
ment ; but taking the expreſſion either way, it came to 
he ſame point, that Parliament had been bount;ful ; that 
is colleagues in office, or cabinet, had co-operated with 
im; and that what depended on his Lordſhip, in his official 
haracter, had been fajthfully and ably performed, He was 
plad to hear his Lordſhip ſo confident ; for if his Lordſhip's 
onfidence was well founded, it would prove a very good 
ground of copfidence in the nation. Howeyer, all theſe cir- 
umſtances of bounty on one fide, and ability on the other, 
urniſhed the ſureft criterion of his Lordſhip's merit, or de- 
erit, His Lordſhip has been amply and moſt bountifully 
liſted by Parliament, with the means of putting qur navy 
n a truly reſpectable ſtate of defence, If the preſent con- 
lition 1 the navy bears an exact proportion to the means, 
hen has the noble Lord done his duty, and no more; if it 
Kcceds rhe means, he is of courſe entitled to that merit 
which 


The Duke of ' P:ichmond reminded the noble Earl. "af what Duke of 
aſſed on the ſubject on a former occaſion, when he alluded Nc5mond. - 
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which his Lordſhip has, with ſo much parade, ſo frequent] 
arrogated to himſelf z whereas, if the condition of the na 
holds not a proportion to the means, with which his Lord 
Fhip has been ſo bountifully truſted, then, moſt certainly 

inſtead of performing his duty, or being entitled to mer 
every thing ſhort of his duty and his means will be juſtly in 
puted to him as demerit. This is the very object I have i 
view. Both ſides of this picture have been held forth; con 
tradictory accounts have gone abroad, as well within as with 
out doors; and be the 15 of the propoſed enquiry what i 
may, it is neceſſary that the truth ſhould be revealed. Ity 
the true object of my intended motion for a committee on 
Tueſday next, that all the papers which ſhall then be befor 
the Houſe be referred to it, in order that your Lordſhipy 
and the nation at large, may not be miſled by any ill. 
founded information either in or out of Parliament, or b 
E * of men in or out of place. 1 
arl of Sandwich replied, that he wiſhed ſincerely for th 
enquiry, in order that their Lordſhips and the public nnght 
be informed, on which fide the truth lay. As to the ci. 
cumftancesalluded to by the noble Duke, they were very fairly 
Rated. He had ſaid, that our navy, when he came to pre: 
fide in the poſt he now occupies, was in the moſt ruinou 
condition. He was juſtified in now repeating and maintain 
ing the ſame aſſertion, It was not the fault of the able and 
gallant officer [Lord Hawke] whom he ſucceeded : it wa 
| owing, as he had often before obferved, to the ſhips toward 
the cloſe of the late war being built of green timber; and, d 
courſe, rotting on that account; which was the true cauſt 
that when the hoſtile appearances of Spain rendered it necel- 
ſary that we ſhould arm, we had ſcarcely a ſhip capable oi 
actual ſervice. He came into office in 1771; and it was not 
even that the fact was true, as now ſtated ; but a general op 
nion had prevailed throughout the nation, that no timber wa 
to be had, by any means, nor upon any terms. He made 
enquiry how this matter might be remedied ; and he found, 
that timber could be procured, would Parliament co-operate; 
if money was to be had, timber could be obtained. Ht 
ſtruck out the propoſition of purchaſing foreign twffider, 
And what has been the conſequence, my Lords?“ Whenl 
came into office, we had in all the King's yards but thirteen 
thouſand load; whereas we have now, after condemning ſo 
many ſhips as unfit for ſervice, and building ſo many ne 
ones, fixty-two thoufand loads, We have now a three. 
| year 
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ars ſtock of timber on hands; the conſequence of which is, 
dt only that we can build at pleaſure, but that we build with 
aſoned timber: and that care is taken ſtill to ſupply what is 
orked up. Another precaution to prevent the return of the 
me diſaſter in: time to come is, that not ſatisfied with build- 

g with ſeaſoned timber, we take care to have none of the 
w ſhips rapidly built; but that as the materials have been 
aſoned before the keel is laid, the time given to the con- 
ructing of line of battle ſhips is conſiderably encreaſed. On 

e whole, my Lords, I am extremely pleaſed at the motion 
dw made; and whatever degree of merit I may be entitled 

„I ſhall readily forego my eee if, in your Lord- 


on ip's opinion, it ſhall appear I have done my duty.“ 
ip The motion was agreed to. 5 . 
ill The Duke of Richmond then moved, that the Houſe be ſum- Duke of 


oned to attend on Tueſday next (December 2.) as he meant Richmond. 
that day to move for a Committee to conſider of the ſtate 
the nation. His Grace ſaid, he was not bound by prece- 
nt to give notice of what he intended to move; but as the 
atter was of the very firſt importance, and would probably 
volve in it ſeveral great national queſtions, he imagined it 
ould be the beſt proof he could give of his candour, to ac- 
ou aint ſuch Lords as might differ in opinion from him of the 
al object of his preſent motion, which was to obtain infor- 
ation, as the firſt and only ſtep to enable their Lordſhips 
wall judge and finally decide on the moſt prudent, wiſe, and ſa- 

Wtary meaſures fr averting thoſe evils, with which this 

untry is at preſent threatened. - | 
ui Agreed to. | x 
Adjourned to December 2. 
December 2. ; "OE : 
Duke of Richmond, My Lords, I am happy to have Duke of ; 
ven notice on Friday laſt, of the motion with which I in- Nicbrond. 
va aded to trouble your Lordſhips to-day; becauſe it proves 
y wiſh that the ſtate of the nation might be conſidered, in- 
pendent of any events that might befall our arms, 
Thave on a former occaſion ſaid, that whatever thoſe events 
ght be, they muſt equally contribute to make us defire an 
d of the preſent ruinous war. Should the maſt brilliant 
ccelſes attend us, ſhould American reſiſtance be annihilated, | 
: muſt ſtill be ſorry to ſee Engliſhmen under the edge of 
e ſword, and governed by a military power. But no ſuch. 
ent is poſſible. Should diſgrace therefore take place, it 
puld only confirm what has been fo often foretold here, alt 
0 Ay s s | aA re- * 
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A reduction of America by force of arms is impoſlible. Or 


that we ſeem farther than ever from the ſituation we left, i 
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ſhould the operations be chequered by failures and undecifive 
ſucceſles, alternately, our affairs will then be in the worſt 
condition, as we ſhall be tempted to further trials, which will 
exhauſt us ſtill more, and from the nature of things cannot 
proſper in the preſent undertaking, I am told that news is 
arrived. Till it is made public, F. cannot comment upon it. 
But be it good, bad, or indifferent, it ought not to prevent 
your Lordihips from entering ſeriouſly into the enquiry [ 
mean to propole---an enquiry into the ſtate of the nation, iſ 
J am ſure your Lordſhips cannot ſay, that ſuch an enquiry is 
unneceflary. When a civil war rages with uncommon vio- 
lence, and has rent the empire aſunder; when the whole farce 
of the kingdom, and all we can hire, are unable to reſtore 
quiet; when we are adding enormouſly to a debt already 
enormous, and there is no proſpect of a happy flue, it can- 
not be ſaid that no enquiry is neceſſary, becauſe all goes on 
ſmoothly and well. That a moſt unnatural civil war does 
exiſt, that we are expending treaſures of men and money, and 1 


what every one muſt acknowledge. Does it not then become 
the nation to enquire and be informed in the moſt ſolemn 
manner poſſible, how we came into this ſituation? for what 
we are contending? what the conteſt coſts us? and what pro- 
ſpect there is of a happy end? We have certainly had ven 
little information, and it muſt be allowed that witdom, eipe- 
cially 1n times of difficulty, requires us to proceed upon! 
thorqugh knowledge of every circumſtance that may lead u 
to judge rightly. We muſt firſt be ſure, that our cauſe 15jull i. 
then enquire intp our means, the likelihood of ſucceſs, their. 
degree to which it may be purſued, and whether that degli 
of ſucceſs is worth the certain loſs and great riſk to which 
expoſe ourſelves in the purſuit? In times like theſe, the na; 
tion has a right to be informed of the true ſtate of its affai e 
and Parliament being the regular and authentic channel « 
ſuch information, it 1s the duty of Parliament to give it. 
An enquiry into the ſtate of the nation is very extenſive Wi... 
it includes every thing. I hope therefore that every one Mn 
our Lordſhips in the leaſt uſed to buſineſs, will lend his al 
Mfiance in proſecuting thoſe branches that may appear mol 
important, One object may ſtrike one, and another anothe! 
The enquiry will be open to all. But as it may be expect 
I ſhould in ſome degree point out for what purpoſe I part. 
cularly move it, I ſhall, without excluding my ſelf from af 
5 4 a O 


R 5 11 ls 5 
er fubjett; or — what mall 8 78558 the tak land - hah 
fore us, readily explain What r haye principally. 3 in view. 
is, to ſtate to che nation What this War, ſo far as. it bas 
Dne, has already coft us in blood. and treaſure ; to , enquire 
to the conduct of it, and the meafures taken for reſtoring 
Bet. For theſe urpoſes, I all move that ſeveral accounts 
lt be laid 1275 the E ue; 5' Bo ih that there Rage. be A, 


1 


er pp . bk y then ſeem hooks bs I Lone 
mbly move your L rdſhips, to reſolve that this Houſe will 
ke into confi Aation che! tate of the nation on. Me ern; _— 
| of February next. ' 5 
Earl of Suffolk. I pref} the noble Duke dots. not mean, Earl of 
being yo the right which the King's ſervants have, of Se 
t in their Feecpedte offices may or may not be 
* fake L diſcloſed ; confiſtently with the intereſt of 


e ena jon, and en of Fan I the noo Pen 
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15 e 5 5 you ec e to his Grace s 

SW owed 722 that of :moting the public welfare. \ 

uu Duke © Richmond. 15 no means: I do net wiſh for any Duke of 

e broper, or dangerous information; and to avoid a poſſibi- Niebmand. 
11 y of even the appearance of wh thing of the kind, the mo 
eas J intend to ſubmit to your Lordſhips ſhall all have a _ 
5 bipeAtive view; they will be framed ſo as to call forth mat-. 

1 already known to our enemies; matter known to perhaps 

0 ery other perſon, who. may have made it his buſineſs to 

1 cover” it, but to both Houſes of Parliament. They will 


iefly be difeRed t to two points; to the ſtate of our a 
Id navy; and the expences of the war, previous to the Grit 
Auguſt laſt, To lach a diſcloſure, I preſume there is not 
je of your Lordſhips can reaſonably object.—-I ſhall firſt. 
dye, that an account be laid before this Houle, of the re- 
rns of the, ſeveral military corps and marines ſerving on 
ore, which have ſuffered by death, wounds, captivity, 
kneſs, or deſertion, from the commencement of the- year 
74, to the 1ſt of Avguft 1579, in America.---Agreed to. 
A liſt of ſhips and armed veſſels, and the number of men 
ho ſuffered, as in the former motion, by death, wounds, 
ptivity, ſickneſs, and deſertion. ; 

Vol. IX. 1 Earl 
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* feb 14 Earl of Snndwich objected to this motion; ſaid it was in. 
ſſible to make out the account; that no accounts were key 

in ſome inſtances ; and where they were, they had not uſualh 
been tranſmitted to his office. So it happened in the caſe, 
deſertion, where frequently they were received on boa 
other veſſels. 

Dukeof Duke of Richmond replied, that he did not expect any in 

Richmend. formation from the noble Lord, it was not in pe power ty 
give; that the account moved for was regular and hk. 
tary ; the motion being general, would extend to the inferig 
boards of the ſame department, and of courſe relieve h 
Lordſhip from the difficulty which he had now ſtarted. 

His Grace moved, thirdly, for the laft returns from th 
hoſpitals of the ſick, "wounded, and dead. 

Fourthly, for a lit of the ſhips and armed veſſels, em 
ployed as convoys. All agreed to. 

Fifthly, for an account of his Majeſty's ſhips of wa 
which have been employed (fince the paſſing of an act of th 
16th of his preſent Majeſty, to prohibit all trade and inter. 
courſe with the colonies of New Hampſhire, Maſſachuſt 
Bay, Providence Plantation, &c.) as cruiſers, for the pro: 
ny of this kingdom and Ireland; the ſtation of ud 
ſhips, and how long ordered to continue on ſuch cruize; 
with the times of their going to ſea, and returning int 
port, ſo far as relates to ſuch ſhips as are actually returned 

1 into port. | 
_ þ Earl of 8 oppoſed this motion ſtrenuouſſy. Hl 
een ſaid, it would be informing the Americans of our ftrengi 
and ſtations, and enable them to avoid the vigilance of th 
King's ſhips. 
Duke of, Duke of Richmond replied, chat the want of force, or the 
Ki:bmende ant of vigilance, was che cauſe of ſo many of our mer: 
chant veſſels having been taken, and of our ſeas ſwarming 
with American privateers, who infeſted ohr coaſts ſo à8 f 
endanger our commerce, or, indeed, rather i in ſome meaſur 
ſuſſ ad 1 
x1 of Sanduich acknowledged the charg e in part, ao 
ſaid, that fig htcen American privateers had Failed! from on 
port only (Boſton) which it was not in our power to 1 
vent for want of information. The force we had to 
the coaſt of Great Britain and Ireland, was amply ſu Get 
if we had known that the Americans intended to infeſt out 
coaſts. "The e was agreed to. 1 
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His Grace's fixth motion, was for the laſt accounts of the 
te of the army in this kingdom. | | 
The ſeventh, for the ſtate of the army in Ireland. ; 
The eighth, for the ſtate of the army in America, di- 
nguiſhing the number of Britiſh and foreign troops. Theſe 
ree laſt motions were agreed to without any oppoſition. ' | 
Earl of Chatham. I moſt chearfully teſti 


ly perſuaded, "that they have 5 in the moſt ex- 
ted moti ves: nor am I leſs pleaſed with the very candid re- 
ption they have met with from your Lordſhips. I think 
ey will draw forth à great maſs of uſeful information; but 
to thoſe reſpecting the ſtate of our military ſtrength, there 
pears ſomething yet wanting to render them complete. 
othing has been offered which may lead to inform us of 
e actual ſtate of the garrifons of Gibraltar and Minorca, 
oſe two very important fortreſſes, which have hitherto 
jabled us to maintain our ſuperiority in the Mediterranean, 
d one of them ee! ſituated on the very continent 
Spain, the beſt proof of our naval power, and the onl 

lid check on that of the Houſe of Bourbon; yet thoſe 
o important fortreſſes are left to chance and. the 
cite diſpoſitions of France and Spain. as the only protec- 
dn ; we hold them but by ſufferance. I know them to be in a 
fenceleſs ſtate. None of your Lordſhips are ignorant that 
loſt Mahon at the commencement of the late war. It 
bs indeed a fatal diſaſter, as it expoſed the trade and com- 
Ice of the Mediterranean to the ravages of our inveterate 
d then powerful enemies. My Lords, ſuch was the light 
e gr of that fortreſs was looked upon when it was 
N taken, that the Duke of Marlborough, who was no 
eat penman, but who employed a ſecretary to draw up his 
patches, in anſwer to the letter from the able general and 
Hſümmate ſtateſman who conquered it (the father of my 
ble relation, now in my eye, Earl Stanhope) truſted the 
patch to the ſecretary, but added a poſtſcript in his own 
nd writing, where he recommended particularly to the 
Qorious general, to by no means neglect putting that for- 


fs in the beſt poſſible Rate of defence, and to garriſon it 

Ith natives, Ind not foreigners. When I had the honour 

on after it fell into the hands of the French, to be called 

o the councils of the late King, I never loft ſight of that 

rcumſtance. Gibraltar ſtill remained in our hands; and 

ooh the war in — which Parliament thought fit 
3 ; 


do 


+ % f yr | | 15 my approba- Earl of 
bn of the motions now made by the noble Duke; and am Cbacben. 
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rations in America; though, the coaſt. of Africa, and thi 


never had, my Lords, leſs than eight battalions to defend i 
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Wee 10, and bind themſelves to, before I came inn 
office; though we were carrying on the moſt extenſive o 


Weſt-India iſlands, required a ſuitable force to protect them 
and though theſe kingdoms called: for a proportionate army, 
not only to act defenſively but offenſively on the coaſts d 
our enemies; notwithſtanding all thoſe preſſing ſervice; 
my Lords, having the counſel of that great man conſtanij 
in view, it determined me, that whatever demands, or ho 
much ſoever ſuch troops might be wanting elſewhere, tha 
Gibraltar ſhould never want a full and adequate defence. | 


J think a battalion was then about eight hundred ſtrong. 8 
that, my Lords, I affirm, that Gibraltar was never truſte 
to a garriſon of leſs than fix thouſand men. My Lords, th 
force was as it were locked up in that fortreſs during ths 
whole of the late war; nor could any appearance of the molif 
urgent neceſſity induce me to weaken it. My Lords, I kno 
that the very weak and defenceleſs ſtate of theſe iſlands doe 
not ſeem to admit of any troops being ſpared from the hom 
ne but, my Lords, give me leaye to ſay, that what 
eyer reluctance or diſguſt there may have appeared in ſeverl 
veteran and able generals to the $a ih where the tom: 
hawk and ſcalping-knife were to be the warlike inſtrument 
employed as the engines of deſtruction, I am convinced then 
are many, ſome of whom I have in my eye ¶ ſuppoſed v 


- 


America have been ranfacked for the purpoſe, _ 170 
My Lords, we ſhould not want men in a good cauſe ; au 
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ber, ſoon after the period I ſhall take the liberty to remind 
your Lordſhips. of, after an unnatural rebellion had been ex- 
tinguiſhed in the northern part of this iſland, men not fight- 
ing for liberty, or the conſtitution of their country, but pro- 
E-fledly to annihilate both, as advocates for popery, ſlavery, 


in principle, and heroes in conduct; I remember, I ſay, my 
ords, that I employed thoſe very rebels in the ſervice and de- 
fence of their country. They were reclaimed. by this 
eans ; they fought our battles ; they chearfully bled in de- 
fence of thoie liberties which they attempted to overthrow 
but a few years before. What, then, -does your Lordſhips 
imagine would be the effect of a_ ſimilar conduct towards the 
Whigs and freemen of America, whom you call rebels? 
Would it not, think you, operate in like manner ? The 
would fight your . battles; they would chearfully bleed for 
you; they would render you ſuperior to all your foreign 
enemies ; they would bear your arms triumphant to every 
quarter of the globe. You have, I fear, loſt the affection, 
the good-will, of this people, by emplying mercenary Ger- 
mans to butcher them; by ſpiriting up the ſavages of Ame- 
rica to ſcalp them with the tomahawk. My Lords, I would 
have you conſider, ſhould this war be puſhed to extremities, 


England, than from England to America, If conqueſt is to 
The noble Earl at the head of. the admiralty, the laft 
night I had the honour to addreſs your -Lordſhips, contra- 
difted me, when I aſſerted we had not above twenty ſhips of 
the line fit to proceed to fea (on actual ſervice) at a ſhort 
warning. I again repeat the aſſertion, though I gave. it up 
at that time, on account of the plavfibility and confidence 
with which the fact was aſſerted. I now ſay, there are not 
above 20 ſhips of the line on which any naval officer of emi- 
nence and {kill in his profeſſion would ftake his credit. The 
noble Earl in office, ſaid, there were thirty-five' ſhips -of- the 
line fit for ſea ; but acknowledged, that there was a defici- 
ency of near 3000 of the . complements neceflary to proceed 
upon actual ſervice, How did the noble Earl propoſe to fill 

p that deficiency ? By ſupernumeraries, by transfers, by 
recruits, &; Will the noble Earl fay, that 21,000. is a full 
war complement for thirty-five ſhips of the line ? or will he 


and 


and arbitrary power, not like our brethren in America, Whigs 


the poſſible conſequences,---It is no farther from America to 


be the iſſue, we muſt truſt to that iſſue, and fairly abide , 


undertake to aſſure this Houſe (even allowing for thoſe odds 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. ry, 
and ends) that the ſhips will be properly manned by the 
numbers now actually on board? But if every particular fact, 
ſtated by the noble Far, be preciſely as he would perſuade 
your Lordſhips to believe; will his Lordfhip pretend to af- 
firm, that 35 ſhips of the line, or even 42 (the higheſt that 
his Lordſhip ventured to go) would, in caſe of a rupture with 
the Houſe of Bourbon, be ſufficient for all the purpoſes of 
offence, defence, and protection? I am ſure his Lordſhip will 
not. A fleet in the Channel; one in the Weſtern fea; ano. 
ther in the Weſt-Indies; and one in the Mediterranean; be- 
ſides convoys and cruizers to you our commerce and an- 
noy our enemies. I ſay, my Lords, that thirty-five ſhips of 
the line would be neceflary for the protection of our trade 
and ſortreſſes in the Mediterranean alone. We muft be 
equal to the combined force of France and Spain in that ſea, 
or we need not ſend a ſingle ſhip there. Ships muſt be ſta- 
tioned to command reſpect from the powers on the coaſt of 
Barbary, and to prevent their piracies on our merchant veſ- 
ſels. We muft have a ſuperior fleet in the weſtern ſea like- 
wiſe; and we muſt have one in the Channel equal to the de- 
fence of our own coaſt. 1 

Theſe were the ideas which prevailed, when I had the ho- 
nour of aſſiſting in the Britiſh councils, and at all other pre- 
ceding periods of naval hoſtility ſince the Revolution. My 
Lords, if Lord Anſon was capable of the high office the noble 
Earl now preſides in, the noble Earl is certainly miſtaken in 
ſaving, that 35 or 55 ſhips of the line are equal to the ſeveral 
ſervices now enumerated: that great naval commander gave 
in a liſt at one time, of 84,000 ſeamen actually on the books. 
It is well worthy of your Lordſhips' enquiry, to know what 
are the preſent. number. The motion made by the noble 
Duke leads to that enquiry, and meets my warmeſt approba- 
tion; but that we may have every neceflary information, I 
recommend to my noble friend to amend his motion by ex- 
tending it to Gibraltar and Mahon. I do not wiſh to have 
any thing diſcloſed at preſent, which may tend to expoſe the 
weak ſtate of thoſe fortreſſes; but I think it is incumbent 
upon your Lordſhips to learn their ſtrength, in = of 
numbers of men; and to know how the fact ſtands, rela- 
tive to the poſſibility of the command of Gibraltar de- 
volving on a foreigner, in caſe of any accident happening 
to the officer who now commands there, 

Earl of Sandwich roſe in great warmth ; ſaid he aſſerted, 


? 


axdwich. o the occaſion alluded to, nothing but the truth; that he 


* never 
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never meant to miſlead ; that he was an honeſt man; and 
hen he aſſerted what he knew was right, he would be brow- 
beat by no man. He acknowledged the ſuperior abilities of 
the noble Earl; but when facts were in queſtion, which he 
knew to be true, he would give way to no authority, how- 
yer high or reſpectable. As to the deficiency of the com- 
plements of the thirty-five line of battle ſhips, when he ſaid 
they could be filled up by ſupernumeraries, he was juſtified 
* Mb ſo; and by the manner the noble Lord underſtood 
he word ſupernumeraries, it was plain he was ignorant of 
he term; they were not the outcaſt or refuſe of the navy; 
nor made by transfers from one ſhip to another; they might 
be as able ſeamen as any in the navy: the truth was, that the 
omplements of ſeveral ſhips exceeded their rates; ſo that 
very man borne in each ſhip, more than what was always 
allowed to man a ſhip of that rate, is a ſupernumerary. They 
were compoſed of able and ordinary ſeamen; they might 
have been preſſed, or have entered voluntarily into the ſervice. 
His Lordſhip faid, it was extremely unparliamentary, to ar- 
gue upon expreſſions which had fallen in a former debate. 
He did not however wiſh to avail himſelf of that long- eſta- 
bliſhed uſage. He ſaid then, and he now repeated, that we 
nad a navy fully adequate to meet the whole force of the 
ouſe of Bourbon, in the firſt inſtance; and ſhould they en- 
ertain any hoſtile intentions, the remainder of our force was 
ſuch a ſtate of preparation as would render it much fſupe- 
or to any France and Spain could ſend againſt us. He was 
ot aſhamed to tell the noble Lord, that it is the duty of a 
irſt Lord of the Admiralty, to have a fleet ſuperior to any 
hing thoſe powers may, be able to ſend to ſea, France and' 
pain had armed ſome time ſince, fo did we. Thoſe arma- 
ments have been encreaſed, ſo have ours, Such was the true, 
ate of the caſe 3 we are in a ſtate of preparation; whenever 
rther appearances juſtify us, we muſt keep pace with our 
zeighbours. The noble Earl, in debate, had laid great ſtreſs, 
hat the Mediterranean alone would call for a naval force, 
val to the whole of the ſhips ready for ſervice. He could 
ardly thank that ;, the greateſt fleet ever ſent upon that ſer- 
Ice, was under Matthews and Leſtock, during the war pre- 
eding the laſt, | The noble Earl would, he hoped, recollect, 
at that fleet had many other objects heſides the protection 
f the Mediterranean commerce, or of Gibraltar and Ma- 
on. It was ſent there to facilitate the operations of our 
ies in Italy; to protect the King of Sardinja's and the Em- 
: preis 


to ſend ninety line of battle ſhips to ſea. - He 


Lord Teown- .. 
end. 
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preſs Queen's dominions. But from that ſingle inſtance, ht 
preſumed, the noble Earl would not infer that we ſhould al: 
ways have ſo powerful 'a fleet in the Mediterranean. It wa 
not the caſe during his Lordſhip's own adminiſtration, not 
during any other preceding, the one mentioned excepted, I 
the noble Earl is urged to ſpeak from ſeeret intelligence, u 
recommend a more full and compleat naval armament, let 
his Lordfhip ſpeak out; it is his duty to do ſo, that we may 
be prepared. If the Houſe of Bourbon has any ſuch inten: 
tion, I ſhall take care to have our fleet equal to any attempt 
they may think proper to make. The noble Earl,” in argy- 
ment, ſeems to underſtand me, as if meant to ſay chat om 
whole force, manned and unmanned, conſiſted of no mort 
than 42 ſhips of the line. I repeat tothe noble Earl, that 
we have 54 ſhips of the line ready for ſea, including thoſe ini 
America, the Weſt-Indies, &c. and that with the fps of thꝭ 
line in ordinary, we could, before the end of the Fear, be abk 
} ca che 
noble Earl, very n when he wanted Haval forms 
tion, to apply to him. He hinted whenee be had His ; but 
they who attempted to inform him, it Was plain, knew no- 
thing of the matter.---His Lordſhiþ coneluded with con- 
feffing the \ hr taleuts and ſuperiority of the noble Earl of 
every ſubject but that of the navy, and # 'conſ{tiotrſnels of his 
own inability to cope with n re uu 
Lord Town/hend anſwered part of Earl Chatham's ſpeech; 
particularly relative to the preſent ſtate of Gibraltar, and the 
iety of employing the ſavages under General Burgoyne. 
FJ oowthe firſt of theſe, his Lordſhip obſerved, that Gibraltar 
Had, at no preceding time, been in ſo complete à Nate of de- 
fence; and when the works were all finiſhed, it would be ren- 
dered in a great meaſure impregnable. It was long known, 
and complained of, that we held Gibraltar only by the fupe- 
riority of our navy; the . defences ' next the ſea being ver) 
weak; conſequently, that it was liable to be ſurprized at any 
time on the commencement of a war with France and Spain. 
That had, however, been lately provided againſt ; new wofks 
of great ſtrength had been raiſed; and they had been ſo con- 
ſtructed, as to give cover to a regiment in the event of a ſiege; ihr 
and ſo fituated as to be nearly centrical, and to enable the 
reliefs to proceed to their ſeveral poſts with little or no dan- 
ger from the enemy's fire. On the ſabje& of employing the 
avages, he ſaid it was impoſſible to make war in America, 
without them, They ſerved as ſcouts and ſpies to bring in- 
; telligence. 
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lligence. In ſuch a country as America, covered with 
oods, and interſected by rivers, lakes and moraſſes, they 
ould not be well done without ; where indeed it might be 
oſſible for two armies, though a ſhort ſpace aſunder, to know 
o more of each other, than if they were on oppoſite ſides of 


opean powers, employed Croats, Pandours and Graſſines, 
nd various denominations of irregular troops, during the 


a) tc and former wars; yet he never heard their conduct ar- 
e aigned in ſuch a manner, nor were they charged as the au- 
"7 Whors of murder, rapine, &c. The Indians were employed by 


he noble Lord then near him (Lord Amherſt) ſo they were 


Far, but ſolely for thoſe he had mentioned, to act as ſcouts 

r irregular troops; to gain intelligence in general; and of 
he approach of an enemy in the almoſt impervious foreſts in 
\merica, where European troops would be totally uſeleſs, if 
mployed in that ſervice. 


ative to the force and deſtination of the American privateers, 
rhich could aſſemble and proceed to the coaſts of Great Bri- 
in, alarm both kingdoms, and diſtreſs our trade, and that un- 
nown to the noble Earl till he learned it from the traders be- 
ween Great-Britain and Ireland, and the inhabitants of the 
ea coaſts. His Lordſhip obſerved, that no anſwer had been 
ven to the ſtrength of the garriſons of Mahon and Gibral- 
ar; but that a noble Viſcount had aſſerted, that ſtrong addi- 
zonal, works had been raiſed, Now taking the fact in the 
zoble Viſcount's own way, it was a further motive for 
trengthening the garriſon ; additional works called for more 
nen to defend them; conſequently, if 6000 troops were re- 
wike for the defence of Gibraltar in caſe of an attack, the 


e. ew works requiring a whole battalion, it followed, that no 
Ie chan 7000 would be now ſufficient. He inſiſted, this 
0 WE ircumftance alone was the fulleſt corroboration of what had 
n. 


een aſſerted by the noble Earl, who recommended a motion 
or the ſtate of that fortreſs, He concluded by obſerving, 
at the conceſſion made by the noble Earl in office, not only 
proved, that adminiſtration was negligent, but that, in conſe- 
puence of their ignorance and incapacity, our commerce had 
aterially ſuffered ; and we had, as the only ſafe means of 
arrying it on, been obliged either to ſhip our property in fo- 
. bottoms, or pay moſt exorbitant premiums to inſure it, 

OL, IX. 5 | K ; Lord 


he globe. The Queen of Hungary, and ſeveral other Eu- 


y himſelf; not for the purpoſes preſumed by the noble 


The Marquis of Rockingham ſaid, he roſe to take notice of Marquis of 
he criminal ignorance of the firſt Lord of the Admiralty, re- Kectingbam. 


66 


Lord Town» Lord Townſhend allowed, that additional works called for: 


Send. 


Dube of 
Richmord, 


Far] of 


and complete. 


tar, which is, as it has been juſtly called, a Britiſh fortreſs! 


jeſty's forces, as well foreign as Britiſh, in Gibraltar a 


Sandwich. * ſhips were filled with tuperpumeraries only, becauſe ſufe 
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proportionable encreaſe of men to man them; but denied, 
that was the caſe in thoſe lately erected at Gibraltar. The 
fortifications were not extended, but rendered more tenabl;, 
Duke of Richmond, The noble Earl near me | Lord Sand. 
wich | has been drawn into'a digreſſiion, in order to explain 
what he ſaid on the firſt day of the ſeſſion, relative to the na. 
vy. I ſhall not follow that ſubject at preſent, as we are ſoon 
to have authentic documents, from which we thall be able v 
reaſon upon it with more certainty than we can now. I ſhal 
therefore take no notice of what has fallen from the noble Eai 
at che head of the Admiralty, except in one inſtance. He ha 
ſaid, that ſupernumerary men, which are ready to be turned 
over to the line of battle ſhips, are to all intents and purpoſe 
whatever, the fame, and of as much uſe as if they actually 
were, or had been ever fo long, on board them, My Lord, 
J am not a judge of ſea affairs, but from the analogy of o 
proteſſions, I think this cannot be. Men collected from vs. 
rious quarters, unacquainted with the officers, and unuſed t 
the particular mode of diſcipline in a ftrange ſhip, can nev: 
be fo uſeful as thoſe that have been trained together ſome time 
J have heard that various commanders have various faſhion 
O: beard tome ſhips, it is to the boatſwain's whiſtle, in othe 
to the muſic of a fife, that the men work. But [I beliex 
-evcry fea officer will tell the noble Lord, that he wiſhes l 
have his men on board as long as pofſible, before they go u 
ſea, and that new men cannot be ſo uſeful as the old ones. 
entirely agree with the noble Lord as to the importance d 
Gibraltar and Minorca. They are eſſential to our Mediter 
ranean trade, to our weight with the Italian ſtates, and 1 
keep the ſtates of Barbary in order. We once loft Minore 
and a ſucceſsful war reſtored it. But if ever we loſe Gibrl 
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the heart of Spain, we ſhall never get it back again. Or 
zofleſfion of it is particularly galling to the pride of Spai 
and no conſideration will ever tempt her ta reſtore it. Ii 
tended to have moved for the ſtate of the troops in thoſe ga 
riſons, but it eſcaped my memory, I therefore beg leave! 
move, © That copies of the laft monthly returns of his Mi 


8 


Minorca, be laid before this Houſe.“ 
Earl of Saudioich begged to fet the noble Duke right; 
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umeraries, edllectively conſidered; certainly could not bg 
deemed as able and as ſerviceable as that part of the comple- 
ent of any ſhip which had been ſome time on board, how- 
yer many individuals among the {upernumeraries might be 
perfect maſters of their profeſſion, and able ſeamen in every 
ſenſe of the word. The cuſtom of manning the havy, he tol 
the Dake, was not to give a ſhip her full con plement at once, 
but juſt before ſhe ſailed to perfect her complement by a 


mall portion of ſupernumeraries, by which means, from the 


various employments on board, all the hands were imme- 
7. {ately uſeful, and in a very ſhort time the ſupernumcraries 
were to the full as ſerviceable in every point as e reſt of 


the crew. | | | 

The Duke of Richmond, I beg leave to return my bef* Duke of 
thanks for your readineſs in granting the papers I have moved Xichmond. 
for. When miniſters have refuſed information, I have been 
ſtrong in my cenſures. I am equally eager now to give them 
merit for their acquieſcence. fe Be ever creates dil- 
truſt, , A willingneſs to have our conduct examined fairly 
and freely, is the ſureſt method of obtaining confidence. A 
noble Lord in office has ſaid, that he. hoped, I did not mean 
to preclude miniſters from making ſuch official communica- 
tions as they. may think proper. Certainly I do not, I with 
every information to come voluntarily, and it is only becauſe 
it has been neglected and formerly refuſed, that I have now, 
as an individual, called for it in this ſolemn manner. I au- 
gur well from the readineſs with which it has been granted. 
1 hope it ſhews a diſpoſition to give the nation real informa- 
tion, and I think the nation cannot know the true ſtate of its 
affairs, and not ſee the neceſſity of an immediate peace. Peace 
is my only obje&t—Pcace, with thoſe, with whom we are con- 
nected by blood, by habits, by language, by religion, and by 
intereſt. With them let us form a real family compact. 
This is our moſt natural alliance, which will enable us to re- 
ſiſt all the other family compacts in the world. | | 
The Duke of Bolton roſe next, and having faid a word or Dukeof . + 
two in juſtification of what Lord Sandwich had thrown out Bolton. 
reſpecting the nature of ſupernumeraries, his Grace obſerved, 

that ſeyeral of the motions offered to their Lordſhips by the 

noble Duke near him were exceedingly important; and as 

their view moſt clearly was to aſcertain the preſent ſtate of the 

navy, he could not but endeavour to ſupply that deficiency 

which he foreſaw they would lcave in the information aimed 

at, and which he acknowledged their Lordſhips in parti- 

| % 2 cular, 


Carl of 
Sandwich, 


us to ſend to ſea, ſhould occaſion require, fifteen more ſhips, 


Intereſts of Great Britain, by holding out to its natural ene- 
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cular, and the public at large ought to be maſters of. With 
this intention it was, that he troubled their Lordſhips with x 
new motion, which was, That an addreſs be preſented to 
his Majeſty, humbly ky, Ina Majeſty to order the propet 
officzrs to lay before their Lordſhips a ſtate of the number 
and condition of the ſhips in ordinary,” . _ 

He further obſerved, that the noble Earl at the head of tht 
admiralty faid, that in the courſe of a year, with the affiſtance 
of the ſhips in ordinary, we ſhould, in caſe of a rupture with 
the Houſe of Bourbon, be able to equip ninety line of battk 
ſhips for ſea.---He could not ſay, after all he had heard for 
ſome years paſt, in that Houſe, of the formidable ſtate of the 
navy, though ſtrictly true, that it anſwered his expeQations, 
The navy, fince the noble Earl came to prefide over it, had 
coſt the nation enormous ſums ; ſums unparalleled within: 
like period of a peace-eſtabliſhment ; yet after a twelve- 
month's preſs, the whole we had for the protecton of our 
trade, for home defence, and every kind of miſce}laneous fer- 
vice in every part of the globe, by the noble Lord's own ac- 
count, amounted to no more than 35 ſhips of the line for the 
home defence, and 54 in Afia, Africa, America, and the reſt 
of Europe included. The noble Earl told your Lordſhips, 
almoſt three years fince, that he could ſend to ſea at three 
days warning, 20 ſhips of the line completely manned, and 
fit for actual ſervice ; now, ſays his Lordſhip, we have 3g; 
ſo that all a twelve-month's preſs has done for us, is to enable iſ « 


I can affirm from my own knowledge, that with a very low 
peace eſtabliſhment, I think only 8000 ſeamen, a fix months 
preſs, on the breaking out of the late war, enabled us to ſend 
80 ſhips of the line to ſea. Our number upon paper, I d 
maintain, ought to be 150, not go as ſtated by the noble Earl, 
Tolearn what our force in ordinary would be able to aiford 
us, on an emergency, I truſt the noble Earl will accede to the 
motion now made. 

The Earl of Sandwich ſtrongly objected to this motion 3 
highly improper ; the Earl ſaid it would materially affect the e 


mies a ſpecies of information which they could not by any 
other means obtain, and which it was the duty of the King 
ſervants, at all events, to keep from them. It was of no 1m- 

ortance, he obſerved, how notorious our poſitive and imme- I 
San naval ſtrength was, but it was a matter of moſt ſerious 


concern to conceal from all mankind how much we had it in 
| Our 
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r power to enereaſe that ſtrength, and how long it would 
ike us to give it ſuch an addition as would render it more 
yrmidable than that of any other country could poſſibly be 
-ndered, Foreigners went into our yards, and ſaw a great 
umber of ſhips in dock, and apparently nearly ready for 
2. It was right that they ſhould entertain an opinion, that 
hey were all nearly ready, although it often happened when 
, perhaps, ſtood alone in a knowledge that, from various 
rivate reaſons, ſeveral of thoſe apparently ready ſhips could 
ot be ſent to ſea for ſome time. It was politic always to 
pnceal our naval reſources, and it was a policy ſo obvious, 
hat it was by no means peculiar to Great Britain. France 
id, and had long done, the ſame; nay, ſhe had gone fur- 
er, ſhe had ſhut up her dock-yards from the eye of every 
ranger, and had a moſt formidable fleet on paper, which ſhe 
eld out to terrify the world, when he well knew, from ſecret - 
nd authentic intelligence, that many of her ſhips upon paper, 
ere ſhips on paper only, and that they could not be put to 
a, were there occaſion for their ſervices. He begged, 
herefore, that the noble Duke would withdraw his motion, 
he muſt oppoſe it, if he perſiſted in offering it; at the ſame 
me, however, the Earl repeated, that he did not wiſh to 
ith-hold from their Lordſhips any intelligence proper to be 
wen; if the noble Duke wiſhed only to know what ſhips 
vuld ſoon be fitted out, in addition to the forty-two already 
2 commiſſion, he would readily tell him; in about a twelve- 
onth we might have ninety line of battle ſhips at ſea, and 
eedily after that period many more. 


ather tend to diſtreſs than ſerve this country. From the no- 
le Earl's repeated boaſting of the good ſtate of our navy, the 
adineſs with which our ſhips were manned, and the abundant 
uantity of timber in our yards, he had conceived that it 
as of very little conſequence, how public our naval ſtrength 
as made; he now, however, was ſorry to ſay, he found that 
he noble Lord's boaſtings were merely vain- boaſtings, In 
e year 1757, he well remembered, after a preſs of fix 
onths, eighty fail of the line were ready for ſea. We had 
f late heard of a preſs, and a warm preis, and yet the firſt 
ord of the admiralty declared, that we had now only 55 
hips ready, and that in twelve months more we could not 
ncreate that number to more than go ſail. An incontrover- 
ible proof, that ſo far from our navy being in a good and 

4 . CX- 


The Duke of Bolton declared, that he readily withdrew his Duke er 
otion ; becauſe he ſaw it would, as the noble Lord had ſaid, ore 


Duke of 
Graf; 


* He obſerved, that the Duke had ſtarted a new matter; tu 


his ſpeech with declaring, that till there was occaſion, þ 


ſhould not think it incumbent upon him to add to the put 


-- commiſſioners to treat with America, was not the only cat 


wiſhed to know what were the fruits they produced ; a 
what ſteps had been taken by the commiſſioners to ca 


above act may be declared to be at the peace of his Majeſty 


mean, by the generality of his motion, to take in any. pi 
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excellent condition, it was in a moſt deplorable conditio 
Having fo ſtrong a proof of the lamentable condition of t 
navy, the Duke repeated, that he did not hefitate a momey 
to withdraw his motion. | | 
The Earl of. Sandwich roſe once more to juſtify himſc 


if ſpeedily equipping ſhips had been neceſſary, he certaia 
could have had a great many more ſhips ready than there ng 
were; but the neceſſities of the ftate always governed t 
conduct of the admiralty-board, and he. ſhould hold him 
highly _ and he did not doubt their Lordſhips woul 
be of the ſame opinion, if he put the nation to a larger e 
Pence than occaſion required. The Earl begged their Lor 
ſhips to recollect, that a ſufficient naval force to ſerve t 
purpoſes of the American war had been got ready as ſoon 
it was called for; and that the preſent naval armament y 
prepared the moment it was known that the Houſe of Bou 
bon was arming; he added, that had a foreign war bre 
out, there is no doubt but an increaſe equal to the occafi 
might long ſince have been made to the navy, and conc]ud 


lic burthen, by increafing the public expence. of 

The Duke of Grafton imputed the preſent calamitous fit 
ation of this country to the want of information; and 
ſiſted particularly, that the prohibitory, or capture act, paſ 
in the 16th of his preſent Majeſty's reign, and ſoftencd | 
the pretended powers veſted in the Crown, for appointi 


of the ſubſequent difaſters, but of the colonies declaring then 
ſelves independent. If however the powers granted by t 
act were what miniſters pretended they meant to give, 


them into execution. His Grace then moved, That t 
proper officer do lay before this Houſe ſuch papers as relate 
the fulfilling that part of an act (meaning the capture ad 
fo far as the ſame impowers certain perſons to declare a 
colony, province, city, town, precinct, port or place at 
peace of his Majeſty : with a return of ſuch colony, prov int 
city, town, precinct, port or place, that ſince paſſing i 8 


The Earl of Sypo/k aid, he hoped the noble Duke didi 
leadi 
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ading to treaty; or particulars preparatory to it; but 
hich never produced any effect. If that was his Grace's in- 
tion, he certainly would oppoſe the motion; if not, he 
d no objection. The powers of the act went no further 
an to receive ſubmiſſions, which, in his opinion, was very 
ght; as far therefore as any treaty was opened, or carried 
, under thoſe powers, he was ready to accede to the mo- 
on ; but mere overtures tending to ſome future negotiation, 
> did not think proper to diſcloſe, as they might materially 
Fe& individuals. His Lordſhip likewiſe objected to the 
rms of the Duke of Riehmond's motion, relative to the ap- 
dinting of a committee, as unuſual, | 
The Duke of Richmond anſwered, that it was uſual, and re- Duke of 
rred to a ſimilar motion made by the noble Earl near him, Richmond, 
dme years ſince, in preciſely the ſame words. | Earl Gower, 
e latter end of the year 1767. 
The Duke of Grafton's motion, thus modified, and under- 
ood by his Grace and the Houſe, was agreed to. 
His Grace laſtly moved, That an account of the na- 
onal debt, as it ſtood on the 5th of January, 1970, and on 
e ſame day, in the years 1771, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, with an 
ceount of all monies iſſued or granted from the latter period 
d the preſent, as far as the accounts could be made up, be 
aid before this Houte,” Agreed to without any oppo- 
bon.” ©: 
Adjourned to December 5. 

| December 5. 
Earl of Chatham. His Lordſhip began with remarking, Farl of 
hat the King's ſpeech at the opening of the ſeſſion conveyed a Chathams 
gene ral information of the meaſures intended to be purſued ; 
nd looked forward to the probable occurrences which might 
de ſuppoſed to happen, and affect the great bodies to whom 
hey were addrefled; and of courſe the nation at large, who 
vere finally intereſted. He had the laſt {ſpeech from the 
hrone now in his hand, and a deep ſenſe of the public cala- 
ty in his heart: they would both co-operate to inforce and 
uſtify the meaſure he meant to propoſe. He was ſorry to 
ay, the ſpeech contained a very unfaithful picture of the 
ate of public affairs, This . Broom was unqueſtionabie z 
ot a noble Lord in adminiſtration would dare riſe, and even 
o much as controvert the fa&,---The ſpeech held out a ſpe- 
10u3 outfide---was full of hopes; yet it was manifeſt, that 
every thing within and without, foreign and domeſtic, was 
ull of danger, and calculated to inſpire the moſt melancholy 
forebodings, 
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forebodings. His Lordſhip hoped, that this ſudden call ft 
their Lordſhips' attention would be imputed to its true me 
tive, a deſire of obtaining their aſſiſtance in ſuch a ſeaſon d 
difficulty and danger; a ſeaſon in which, he would be boldy 
maintain, a fingle moment was not to be loſt, It was cuff 
mary, he ſaid, for that Houſe to offer an addreſs of cond 
lance to his Majeſty upon any public misfortune, as well # 
one of congratulation, on any public ſucceſs, If this was d 
uſage of Parliament, he never recollected a period, at whid 
ſuch an addreſs became more ſeaſonable or neceſlary than: 
preſent, If what was acknowledged in the other Houſ: 
true, he was aſtoniſhed, that ſome public notice was n 
taken of the ſad, the melancholy diſaſter.- -The report wal 
the fact was acknowledged by perſons in 55 authorit 
Lords Germaine and North] that General Burgoyne a 
is army were ſurrounded, and obliged to ſurrender then 
ſelves priſoners of war to the provincials.---He ſhould ta 
the account of this calamitous event, as now ftated, and 
gue upon it as a matter univerſally allowed to be true. H 
then lamented the fate of Mr, Burgoyne in the moſt pathet 
terms; and ſaid, that gentleman's character, the glory of f 
Britiſh arms, and the deareſt intereſts of this undone, di 
graced country had been all ſacrificed to the ignorance, . 
merity, and incapacity of miniſters, Appearances, he 05 
ſerved, were indeed dreadful ; he was not ſufficiently infor 
ed to decide on the extent of the numerous evils with whit 
we were ſurrounded ; but they were clearly ſufficient to gi 
juſt cauſe of alarm to the moiſt confident or callous heat 
He ſpoke with great candour of General Burgoyne: | 
might, or might not, be an able officer ; but by every thin 
he could learn, his fate was not proportioned to his ment 
he might have received orders it was not in his power to ex 
cute. Neither ſhould he condemn. minifters ; they mig 
have inſtructed him wiſely ; he might have executed his i 
ſtructions faithfully and judiciouſly, and yet he might ha 


miſcarried. There are many events which the greateſt h 


man foreſight cannot provide againſt ; it was on that grou 
therefore he meant to frame his motion, The fact was 2 
knowledged, the General had mifcarried. It might not hit 
been his fault; it might not be that of his employers or it 
ſtructors. To know where the fault lay, he was defirous 
having the inſtructions laid before the Houſe. So much 
the plan at home had however tranſpired as juſtified him 


affirming, that the meaſures here were founded in weaknd 
| | | ba rbaril 


ff 


charity, and inhumanity. Savages had been employed to 
rry ruin and deyaſtation among our ſubjects in America. 
e tomahawk and ſcalping-knife were put into the hands of 
> moſt brutal and ferocious of the human ſpecies. Was 
is honourable war? Was it the means which God and Na- 
re [alluding to what had fallen from Lord Suffolk on the 
ening of the ſeſſions] put into the hands of Engliſhmen, to 


-dience, and conciliate their affection ?---His Lordſhip 
pke in the moſt pointed terms of the ſyſtem introduced 
thin the laſt fifteen years at St. James's : of breaking all 
aneftion, of extinguiſhing all principle. A few men had 
t an aſcendancy where no man ſhould have a perſonal 
endancy, by the executive powers of the ſtate being at 
eir command; they had been furniſhed with the means of 
eating diviſions. This brought pliable men, not capable 
n, into the higheſt and moſt reſponſible ſituations; and to 
u men was the government of this once glorious empire 
w intruſted. |. The ſpirit of deluſion had gone forth.---The 
iniſters had impoſed on the people.--- Parliament had been 
duced to ſanctify the impoſition, ---Falſe lights had been 
d out to the country gentlemen, ---'They had been ſeduced 
to the ſupport of a moſt deſtructive war, under the im- 
eſſion, that the land- tax would be diminiſhed, by the means 
an American revenue. The viſionary phantom, thus con- 
red up for the baſeſt of all purpoſes, that of deception, was 
w about to yaniſh, He condemned the contents of the 


th abſurdity and contradiftion, In one part it recom- 
ended vigorous meaſures, pointing to conqueſt, or uncondi- 
nal ſubmiſſion 5 while in another it pretended to ſay, that 
ace was the real object, as ſoon as the deluded multitude 


ded, was the groſſeſt and moſt inſolent deluſion. It was 
this ſtrange mixture of firmneſs and pretended candour, of 
elty and mercy, of juſtice and iniquity, that this infa- 
ated nation had been all along miſled. —_ | 
His Lordſhip returned to the fituation of General Bur- 
dyne, and paid him, indeed, very high compliments. He 
d, his abilities were confeſſed ; his perſonal -bravery' not 
rpaſſed; his zeal in the ſervice unqueſtionable. He expe- 
nced no peſtilence, nor ſuffered any of the accidents which 
9 ar the moſt wiſe and ſpirited exertions of 
man induſtry, . What then, ſays his Lordſhip, is the great 
Vol. IX. W h Doſh 


ert their rights over our colonies, and to procure their 
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ch in the bittereſt terms of reproach. He ſaid it abounded 


ould return to their allegiance. This, his Lordſhip con- 
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cauſe of his misfortune ? Want of wiſdom in our cound 
want of ability in our miniſters. His , Lordſhip laid d 
whole blame on miniſters : it was their duty to ſhield th; 
11l-treated officer from the temporary obloquy he muſt ſuf 
under, till he had an opportunity to juſtify himſelf in pert 
His motion bore no perſonal relation to the conduct of th 
able, but abuſed officer; it was meant to be ſolely point, 
to draw forth thoſe inſtructions, which were the cauſe of! 
defeat and captivity. General Burgoyne was ſubject to t 
events of war; ſo was every other man who bore a commat 
in time of war; for his part, when he was in office, | 
never attempted to cover his own incapacity, by throwin 
the blame oa others; on the contrary, he gave them eye 
ſupport and becoming countenance in his power. 

His Lordſhip condemned next the plan of operation 
which he inſiſted were ſent from hence; that of penetratinf 
into the colonies from Canada, It was a moſt wild, wi 
combined, and mad project; it was full of difficulty; a 
though ſucceſs had declared in our favour, would have be 
a wanton waſte of blood and treaſure, He next anim; 
verted on the mode of carrying on the war, which, he fai 
was the moſt bloody, barbarous, and ferocious, recorded 
the annals of mankind. He contraſted the fame and renon 
we gained the laſt war with the defeats and diſgraces of th 
preſent; then, he ſaid, we arrived at the higheſt pinnacle. 
glory; now we had ſullied and tarniſhed the arms of Br 
tain for ever, by employing ſavages in our ſervice, by drat 
ing them up in a Britiſh line, and mixing the ſcalping-kn 
and tomahawk with the ſword and firelock. The horror! 
felt was ſo great, that had it fallen to his lot to ſerve in 
army where ſuch cruelties were permitted, he believed is 
a b e he would ſooner mutiny than conſent to {en 
with ſuch barbarians. Such a mode of warfare was, in 
opinion, a contamination, a pollution of our national d 
racter, a ſtigma which all the water of the rivers Delawa 
and Hudſon would never waſh away; it would rankle in b 
breaſt of America, and fink fo deep into it, that he was 
moſt certain they would never forget nor forgive the ho 
injury. 

His Lordſhip obſerved, that fimilar inſtructions relati 
to the Indians, had been imputed to him. He diſclaime 
the leaſt recollection of having given any ſuch inſtruction 
and in order to aſcertain the matter, ſo as to remove al 


ground of future altercation on the ſubject, he called up! 
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miniſtration to produce the orders, if any ſuch had been 


: | 
We had, he ſaid, ſwept every corner of Germany for 
en: we had ſearched the darkeſt wilds of America for the 
alping-knife ; but thoſe bloody meaſures, being as weak 
they were wicked, he recommended, that inſtant orders 
ght be ſent to call home the firſt, and ditband the others; 
deed, to withdraw our troops entirely ; for peace, he was 
rtain, would never be effected, as long as the German 
„onet and Indian ſcalping-knife were threatened to be 
ried in the bowels of our American brethren. Such an 
pectation was abſurd, mad, and fooliſh. The colonies 
uſt confider us as friends, before they will ever conſent to 
at with us; a formal acknowledgment of our errors, and 
renunciation of our unjuſt, ill- founded, and oppreſſive 
aims, muſt precede every the leaſt attempt to conciliate. 
e declared himſelf an avowed enemy to American inde- 
ndency.. He was a Whig ; and though he utterly, from 
heart, abliorred the ſyſtem of government endeavoured 
be carried into execution in America, he as earneſtly 
d zealouſſy contended for a Whig government, and a 
hig connection between both countries: founded in a 
Inſtitutional dependence and ſubordination. 

His Lordſhip then recurred to the melancholy momen- 
us ſituation of public affairs in general. He ſaid America 
as loſt, even by the accounts adminiſtration in the Gazette, 
d thought proper to impart. General Waſhington proved 
mſelf three times an abler general than Sir William Howe; 
r, with a force much inferior in number, and infinitely 
terior in every other reſpect, as aſſerted from an authority 
t to be queſtioned | Lord Germaine] he had been able to 
tle every attempt of ours, and left us in ſuch a fituation, 
at, if not aſſiſted by our fleet, our troops in the neigh- 
purhood of Philadelphia muſt probably ſhare the ſame un- 
Ippy fate with thoſe under General Burgoyne. He con- 
mned the motives of the war in the moſt pointed and ener- 
tic expreſſions, and the conduct of it in ſtill ſtronger; and 
mpared the fituation of this country to that brought on his 
minions by the Duke of Burgundy, ſurnamed the Bold, 
Prince of the Houſe of Savoy had his property ſeized by 
m; the injured Prince would not ſubmit: war was deter- 
ined on; and the object ſtrongly reſembled the paltry pre- 
nce on which we had armed, and had carried fire, word, 
d deyaſtation through every corner of America, The ſei- 
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value of eſtates? America, which he now feared was for 


goyne, ſpeak the ſucceſs. 


once more uniting our colonies to us, his Lordſhip moveh 
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zure was about a cargoe of ikins ; he would have them, bu 
the Prince of Saumur would not ſubmit. The Duke was con- 
ured not to go to war; but he, perfiſted ; „ he was deter. 
mined ſteadily to purfue the fame meaſures 3? he marche 
againſt the deluded multitude ;?” but at laft gave one in. 
ſtance of his magnanimity, by imputing his misfortunes uf 
his own obſtinacy ; becauſe, ſaid he, * this was owing to my 
not ſubmitting to be well adviſed.” The caſe of the Duke 
of Burgundy, was applicable to England, Mainifters had 
undertaken a raſh enterprize, without wiſdom to plan, o 
ability to execute. What had occafioned the rife, in thy 


ever loſt, She had been the great ſupport of this county. 
She had produced millions; ſhe afforded ſoldiers and failors; 
ſhe had given our manufacturers employment, and enrichelfi 
our merchants. The gentlemen of landed property, would 
probably feel this, for when commerce fails, when new bur: 
dens are incurred, when the means by which thoſe burden 
were lightened, are no mote, the land owner will feel the 
double preſſure of heavy taxes. He will find them doubled 
in the firſt inſtance, and his rents proportionably decreaſed, 
But what had we ſacrificed all thoſe advantages for? In pur. 
ſuit of a pepper-corn ! And how did we treat America? Pet. 
tions rejected, complaints unanſwered ; dutiful repreſents- 
tions, treated with contempt ; an attempt to eftabliſh del- 
potiſm, on the ruins of conſtitutional liberty; meaſures tj 
enforce taxation, by the point of the ſword, Miniſters hal 
inſidiouſly betrayed us into a war; and what were the fruity 
of it? Let the ſad cataſtrophe which had befallen Mr. Bur- 


In the courſe of his ſpeech, he adverted to the language 
held in print, and in that Houſe, by a moſt reverend prelats, 
the Tory doctrine, which it contained; and, he — bel 
ſhould yet fee the day when thoſe pernicious doctrines woult 
be deemed libellous, and treated as ſuch, They were tit 
doctrines of Atterbury and Sacheverel; as a Whig, It 
ſhould never endure them; and doubted not, the author oi 
authors would ſuffer that degree of cenſure and punaſhment 
they were juſtly entiiled to. | 
After recommending meaſures of peace, inſtead of mea 
ſures of blood, and promiſing to co-operate in every meafurt 
that might promiſe to put a ſtop to the effufion of one, and 
to promote the other, which ſtill might prove the means d 
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That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, that 
> will be graciouſly pleaſed to order the proper officer to 
before this Houſe, copies of all orders and inſtructions 
Lieutenant General Burgoyne, relative to that part of 
lis Majeſty's forces in North America under his com- 
jand,” The motion was ſeconded by the Earl of Abing- 
bp, . 
Lord Lyttelton lamented the fate of General Burgoyne, on Lord Lyttets 
hom, as an officer and a man, he beſtowed the higheſt u. 
comiums; and wiſhed, while the noble Earl had been fo 
ofuſe of his commendations, he had ated with more real 
odour, and not as by the effect of the preſent motion, 
Were it to be agreed to call that unfortunate but able and 
ave officer's conduct into queſtion, and expoſe him in his 
dſence to an enquiry in which it would be impoſſible to de- 
nd himſelf, He objected to the intelligence; ſaid it could 
dt come properly before the Houſe, It was but rumour, 
d, as ſuch, was no ſolid foundation for a Parliamentary 
aquiry, He ayowed himſelf as good and genuine a Whag, 
the noble Earl. He had been bred in the principles of 
Vhiggiſm from his earlieſt days, and ſhould perſevere in 
em to the end. He loved Whizgiſh principles, as much. - 
he deſpiſed thoſe, of anarchy and republicaniſm. But if 
ae bare name of Whig was all that was meant, he diſclaimed 
xe name. If an impatience under every ſpecies of conſti- 
tional government, if a reſiſtance to legal reſtraint, if the 
betting of rebels, was the teſt of modern Whiggiſm, he 
egged leave to be excluded, as one not avowing or profeſ- 
g tuch doctrines. He would indeed much rather ſhare the 
um which had been unjuſtly caſt upon another ſet of men, 
d be accounted a Tory, in preference to a modern Whig. 
lis Lordſhip then entered into a general confideration of 
e queſtion of right between this country and America, 
le {aid the noble Lords on the other fide of the Houſe had 
knowledged the war to be popular. He was convinced it 
as, more than any other he ever recollected. The ſupre- 
acy of this country was at ſtake, Shall we then forego all 
r juſt rights? Rights, I will be bold to ſay, on which the 
Ty Exiſtence of this country depends, for a fingle check? 
Ven it is notorious that we have been victorious in every 
her quarter, where our arms have been carried. Shall we 
ouch to America, becauſe, allowing the fact to, be true, 
ſe have met with one diſaſter? This was not the language 
the noble Lord beretofore, He once reſcued this — 
2 trom 
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fron impending ruin; and I call upon the noble Lord vil 

declare if he was now at the head of His Majeſty's counit|, 
would he deſpair? Would he adviſe this country to humi. 
hate itſelf, and ſue for peace to America; or if he was 
that opinion, does he think that America would either ac. 
cede to terms he thinks reaſonable 5 or deſiſt, even though 
we ſhould declare her independent, from farther pretenſions! 

I know the noble Earl too well, to believe he could be ſo fu 
deceived Look on the other effect of ſuch a procedure. We: 
humble ourſelves to our rebellious ſubſects. What would n 
that event all Europe think of us? What would our antient 
enemies, France and Spain? Would they not actually res. 
lize, what is now pretended they have in contemplation! 
They would deſpiſe as well as deteſt us. It would operat: 
to afford them the higheſt encouragement to attack us 
They would immediately conclude, that we were weak, de- 
fenceleſs, puſilanimous; that we were emptied of all tha 
ſpirit of military glory and national pride that has hitherto 
proved our beſt defence. They would look on us as a nation 
of merchants, poor, tame, groveling and mercenery ; they 
would no longer envy, they would deſpiſe us; ſuch a con- 
duct would fill them with confidence; and that confidence 
would moſt aſſuredly terminate in our utter deſtruction. | 
is neceſſary therefore, even in that light, to act with vi 
gour, to combat our misfortunes with reſolution; it wil 
have a double good effect; it will ſerve to convince both 
our domeſtic and foreign enemies of our ſtrength, courage 
and reſources; and will, I maintain on every ground, be tht 
neſt ſecurity for our own ſafety, and the only effectual means 
of bringing about thoſe events which the noble Earl has thi 
night drawn in ſuch ſtrong and inviting colours, His Lord 
ſhip entered fully into the great queſtion of Parliamentary 
ſupremacy ; and endeavoured to prove that it muſt be {up 
rted in its true conſtitutional extent; otherwiſe the nation 
would be undone. He did not, he ſaid, preſume to point 
out the preciſe terms; but even the noble Earl himſelf had 
admitted the neceſſity of American dependency, He wi 
firmly perſuaded that the ſupreme right even to tax, thoug 
Parliament was willing to relax, could not be given up- 
Parliament could not give up the rights of the empire; the 
were inherent; they were inalienable; and the great con. 
trouling ſuperintending power of the ſtate was inviolable and 
indiviſible. We were, he ſaid, contending for the very es. 
iſtence of the empire; ſhould America prevail, inſtead d 
| | ſubmitting 
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Wbmitting to acts of Navigation from hence, ſhe would 
eſcribe them to us. The right of binding America in all 
ies whatſoever, we clearly poſſeſſed; and he truſted, he 
ould never ſee it relinquiſhed. We ſhould always man- 
in the rights, though at leaſt for the preſent, it might be 


re, extended to every part of the Britiſh empire; nay in 
"caſe of emergency, he was clear we had a right to tax 
eland ; That emergency had never aroſe, for that country 
as always ready to contribute fairly and equitably to her 
are of the public burthens. But if an event ſhould happen 
d call the right in queſtion, he was clear that the right was 
ith us. Would America conſent to do as Ireland had 
one? Would ſhe give ſupport in return for protection? 
ſhe would, though he did not pretend to adviſe, not 
aving the honour to affiſt in His Majeſty's councils, that 
dight be a proper ground perhaps to go upon; but no 
ep towards conciliation could be taken confiftently with the 
ghts and dignity of this country, till the ſupreme right of 
is legiſlature was firſt acknowledged in all its parts; till 
ey owned themſelves ſubjects; till they ſubmitted to the 
ppremacy of this country. He ſaid, a great deal of blame 
ad been thrown upon miniſters this night, as if the mea- 
res purſued relative to America were ſolely their meaſures. 
as that really the caſe? By no means; they were the 


eafures which almoſt every Briton approved of. Parlia- 
dent, in the moſt full and ſolemn manner, had given them 


1 e fulleſt public ſanction. They echoed in ſo doing nothing 
nt the voice of the nation; and ſhall one little check, ſaid 
1 Lordſhip, induce us to deſiſt? No; I truſt, as Engliſh- 
en feeling the treachery, perfidy, and ingratitude of our 
5 bellious and unnatural ſubjects, it will intpire us, and call 
up pre@ that ſpirit which has always led us to victory. His 
11 ordſhip condemned in particular, the abſurdity of imme- 


ately withdrawing our troops, as ſuggeſted by the noble 
arl, as a preparatory ſtep to negotiation, now become 
cellary; on the contrary if negotiation and peace, were 
ving the defired effect, that he believed, upon his honour, 


pute it to imbecility, and the want of means to either 


CON I. Ko . . . oy 
an ert our rights, or maintain our national reputation. 
„His Lordſhip next obſerved, that the noble Earl had men- 


tioned 


zexpedient, to exereiſe it. The ſupremacy of the legiſla- 


eaſures of Parliament, of the whole nation; they were 


e real objects to be attained, ſo tar from ſuch a meaſure 


e Americans would laugh at us for our want of ſpirit, or 
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tioned, that America was ſubordinate and dependent on tui. 
country, and contended, as the true teſt of that ſubordinaui 
relation, that the navigation act, ſhould be preſerved invicff 
late, in all its commercial operations; yet the effect of thi 
noble EarPs ſpeech, is all calculated to prove, that we wen 
not able to bees that act, nor of courſe that conſtitution 
dependence of which he ſuppoſes it to be the true baſis. 

He had heard the noble Earl ſay, „That if Ameriq 
perſiſted in aſſerting her independence, after the troops hu 
been withdrawn, he would throw himſelf in their way! 
What could he mean by ſuch a declaration, unleſs that oi 
_ acknowledging the impoffibility of ſubduing them, by ev 
cuating thoſe poſts we have got, which no future force coullſ 
perhaps regain? For if they were thus left to the exerciſe d 
their own will, they would not only be independent of thi 
country, but in the courſe of twenty years, America, w 
fhe had eftabliſhed her marine, would be a ſuperior empire 
In reply to that part of Lord Chatham in which he denid 
ever officially ſending out orders for — the Indian ſav 
ges to wage war againſt the French, his Lordſhip obſervet 
that ſavages were employed on that occafion, and in greif 
numbers, and though perhaps not under the expreſs directia 
of the noble Earl, the meaſure was notwithſtanding hi 
ſince the officers, ſo far from being called to any accouf 

for it by him, were at leaſt tacitly juſtified in the deed. 

As to giving vp the idea of ſubduing America, ' becauk 
we had been in one inſtance unfortunate, was a propoſitid 
every way diſgraceful to Britons, What would the Hout 
of Bourbon think of ſuch unexampled pufilanimity ? Woull 

ſhe not conclude us an exhauſted nation, and this 2 i 
moment for her to wreak her veangeance on us? -H 
Lordſhip here apologized for the warmth into which d 
ſubje& had betrayed him; but faid he ſhould have half 
to accuſe himſelf, if he had permitted the fuppoſed fears 
a Britiſh ſenate to get into the world, without rifing up, 20 
ſhewing the folly of them. He was much aſtoniſhed,'1 
the great parade the noble Earl had made reſpecting tl 
tomahawk and ſcalping-knife ; was an Indiat's:knife, a mo 
- dreadful- weapon, than an Engliſhman's' bayonet? In i 
preſent war, the chief of the blood which had been ft 
was ſhed. by the point of the bayonet ; yet, who talkedd 
the bayonet as a ſavage inſtrument of war He wiſh 
as heartily as any noble Lord preſent for an happy and ht 
nourable end of the conteſt and perhaps the late misfo f 
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icht make it proper to hold out terms to America, He 
:thed not however that it ſhould induce us to withdraw 
r troops, as ſuch a fatal meafure would moſt aſſuredly give 
merica a ſuperiority and advantage we ſhould never be able 
) ſurmount. It would be indeed at once rendering her inde- 
-ndent, and the moment America was loſt, Great Britain 
ould be ruined and undone. | 
Earl of Suffo/k contended, that general report was not ſuf- Earl of 
ient to found a Parliamentary 2 upon. The report Shell. 
the defeat and captivity of General Burgoyne, had every 
ternal mark of authenticity; but ſtill, till it came offici- 
ly before that Houſe, he did not ſee how the Houſe could 
operly take notice of it. | 
His Lordſhip Joined the two noble Lords who ſpoke firſt, 
their eulogiums on that gallant but unſucceſsful officer 
eneral Burgoyne] and pleaded his ſervices as the beſt 
rounds for not giving the papers now called for. He ſaid, 
at the motion was in every light unſeaſonable and ill-timed, 
ould anſwer no purpoſe ; and though it were proper to agree 
ith the motion at the preſent moment, the time that would 
2 neceſſary to prepare and ſele& the information, ſo as to 
oid the ill conſequences which the whole of the inſtructions 
iven to General Burgoyne might be productive of, was by 
uch too ſhort, The papers were voluminous, and contain- 
d a variety of matter not at all connected with the imme- 
iate object of the preſent queſtion. They might diſcloſe 
anſactions not proper to be revealed in the preſent ſtate of 
ings; their contents, if nakedly laid before their Lordſhips, 
ight materially affect and injure ſeveral individuals. This 
as not the wiſh of the Houſe ; he was very confident it was 
ot the wiſh of the noble Lord himſelf who moved for them. 
zeſides, in his opinion, taking the fact of General Burgoyne's 
verthrow to be certain, it would be extremely improper to 
cede to the motion, Frequent inſtances occurred in the 
ngliſh hiſtory, where the ſpirit of the nation had been 
outed by an unlucky accident, fimilar to the late defeat of 
eneral Burgoyne ; and as brilliant ſucceſſes as could be 
hed, had been the conſequence of freſh exertions of the 
ational vigour, His Lordſhip inftanced the ſurpriſe of Ge- 
eral Stanhope at Brahagua ; and ſaid, if Mr. Burgoyne was 
nade priſoner, the terms of his releaſe were equally true; 
nd, in conſequence of that, his return to England was daily 
xpected. His own account of that unhappy affair would 
row more light upon the ſubjet, than the moſt ample in- 
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cerned. He wiſhed to explain his own ſentiments relive 
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formation it was in the power of the King's ſervants to give, 
When that period arrived, the whole of the plan and exccu. 
tion would be ſeen, and might be connected together, fo as to 
enable their Lordihips to form a proper judgment. He had 
no poſſible objection to agree with a fimilar motion to the 
preſent, or any other which might tend to ſhew the mcaiure 
in its true and genuine light, He hoped the noble Lord why 
moved the propoſition, and his friends, would be cv 
enough to give credit to adminiftration, for their former res. 
dineſs to give every paper which their regard for the public 
ſafety would permit. He begged leave to aſſure the noble 
Earl, it was their intention to do fo, in every inſtance when 
the public iafety, or the intereſts of individuals, was not con- 


to a ſubject ſo often alluded to by the noble Ear! ; that oi 
employing Indians in the army commanded by General Bur. 
goyne ; becauſe it had got out of that Houte, that he half 
approved and juſtified the meaſure in every ſuppoſed circum 
ſtance it might bring after it; ſuch as, that we had a right t 
uſe all the means which God and Nature had put into our 
hands, to enable us to reduce our rebellious ſubjects; and that 
God and Nature, as a part of thoſe means, juſtified the act d 
arming the Indians with the tomahawk and icalping-kniis, 
for the purpoſe of committing the moſt horrid barbarities a 
the weak, inoffending, and defenceleſs part of our America 
A ö 

Nothing could be farther from his wiſh or intentions. I 
never meant to ſanctify the abuſe, but the uſe of thoſe wer 
pons, agreeably to the Known and eſtabliſhed uſages of wa 
He infiſted that the rebels meant to ayail themſelves of tit 
tomohawk and ſcalping-knife, without any regulation. Ae 
miniſtration did not. The noble Earl knew they had beet 
employed during the late war in his own adminiftration, it 
preſumed, very properly, The noble Earl could not be 15: 
norant of that circumſtance, and therefore, if the meal! 
had been ſo criminal and inhuman, as his Lordſhip wou er 


now repreſent it; it was his duty to have prevented it, other 


wiſe, he muſt appear equally to blame with thoſe he now ces 
ſured in ſuch very ſtrong and ſevere terms. There could ng 
be a ſtronger proof that they were employed in the ſame mar 
ner now, than their leaving Geheral Burgoyne, when the me 
found that no advantage they might prove of could induhc 
him to abate of the rigour of military diſcipline. God gays 
Nature furniſhed the means; but God and Nature ves xte 
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re. Narained the exerciſe of thoſe means; the tomahawk and 
u. alping-Kknife were weapons of deſtruction; ſo were the 
| -ord and bayonet ; and when death was to be the conſe- 
a0 ence, it availed very little, in his opinion, what inſtrument 
Jas employed in effecting it. He apologized to the Houſe 
ne r referring to what paſſed in a former debate, but he truſted 
Wir Lordſhips would perceive the propriety of the explana- 
jon; and the noble Earl muſt acknowledge, that his Lord- 
ip's example had fully juſtified him in the liberty he had 
ow taken, 1n replying to that part of his ſpeech. He con- 
Iuded by aſſuring the Houſe, that he did not mean to keep 
rk any information that it would be prudent to impart, or 
hat their Lordſhips might with to have; for which reaſon, 
aving a view toſome future day, he ſhould give his negative 
d the motion, by moving the previous queſtion. 
Earl of SHelburne ſaid, the apology made by the noble Earl Earl of 
high office was the moſt extraordinary that was ever of- Shelburne. 
red in a Houſe of Parliament. The noble Lord tells you, 
at he'verily believes the report or rumour to be true ; but 
lament muſt not rake the leaſt notice of it, becauſe it 
ves not come vouched in an official manner: when it does, 
would be glad to know, from the noble Earl, what is the 
ference by which channel truth comes, ſo that we are ſa- 
sficd it is truth? Oh! but the noble Earl pleads cuſtom ; 
e ſays, it is unuſual it is unparliamentary. I contend the 
oble Earl is miftaken. I contend that the uſage has been 
e direct contrary ; and I will refer his Lordſhip to a parti- 
ular inſtance, every way applicable to the preſent, except 
at the enquiry then moved for and carried, was upon much 
ore doubtful and weak grounds. It was in the reign of 
Queen Anne, juſt after her Majeſty's change of miniſtry, 
hen an account of the ſurpriſe and ſurrender of our troops 
Spain under General Stanhope came in the ſhape of a pre- 
alling report, through the channel of the Dutch miniſter, 
he very affair the noble Earl in office alluded to. Parlia- 
nent «id not then wait for official information. The Houſe 
f Commons, the very next day, on the 5th of January, 
710, addreſſed the Queen, and defired, that an immediate 
nquiry might be made into the cauſes of that fatal diſaſter z 
nd1if ] do not miſtake, Lord Peterborough, who was at that 
me preparing to ſet out, to take upon him the command of 
he troops in Spain, was detained by this Houſe, for ſeveral 
lays, merely for the purpoſe of explaining to it the nature and 
xtent of the war in that country; in order that Parliament 

i | _ might 
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might be able to judge how far miniſters or generals were 
were not cenſurable for that fatal miſcarriage. Miniftn 
then did not ſcreen themſelves under the poor ſubterfuge q 
not having official information to proceed upon. They di 
not profeſs the belief of the certainty of the report; and ye 
by moving the previous queſtion, endeavour to diſeredit 
They did not wait for the return of the captive general; an 
under a poſſibility of his miſconduct take the matter f 
granted; and ſhield themſelves under tliat poſſibilit r. 
The preſent moment was the time to call for the inſtru 
tions. Miniſters were accountable to the public for wha 
ever blunders might occaſion national mifcarriages.  Parluff 
ment had been made uſe of as a ſcreen, to hide thoſe. fi 
public ſerutiny, who ought to be called forth to anſwer fd 
their miſcondutt. | The fate of Mr. Burgoyne was of a md 
alarming nature. God only knew what contequences if 
might produce. The fineſt train of artillery that ever hd 
been tent out, -had fallen into the hands of the American 
He was credibly informed, that it had coſt this country ij 
wards of half a million, beſides the enormous expence of tran 
portiig it thither. Flufhed with ſuch ſucceſs, they might tu 
their ſoree to Canada; or they might join General Wall 
ington. The ſituation of Sir William Howe might be rl 
dered inſecure. Before the expiration of the winter, 
might find himſelf in the fame ſituation as Mr. Burgoy ne t 
Been, His fupplies cut off.. 3 
An idea had been thrown-out, that the loſs of the army u 
der Mr. Burgoyne had been the only loſs we had ſuſtainali 
This was not the fact. The expedition undertaken on if 
lakes by Colonel St. Leger had failed. That expedition h 
been 'a curious one; and a moſt curious circumſtance had i 
tended the projecting it. It was planned in Pall- Mall. An 
as a proof of the exalted wiſdom of thoſe who planned 1 
they aſſigned a certain number of Heffian chaſſeurs to aſſiſt 
the expedition, 1 at the time when it was unde 
taken, thoſe very Heſſians were in Germany. 
Thoſe who projected the expedition, never conſidered th 
a fair wind might be neceſſary to tranſport the Heſſians 
America, who were to be employed in it. As the witches 
Lapland are ſuppoſed to have the command of winds, and 
carry a fair one in their pockets: for the benefit of tit 
friends, ſo the Pall-Mall planners of the expedition up f 
Lakes, did not recolle& that their intereſt with the god rn 
/ WIA 
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inds might not be quite ſo powerful, as their intereſt in the 
awing - room. % 1 
With reſpect to the inſtructions given to Mr. Burgoyne, 
ey ought to be laid immediately before the Houſe. When- 
er they were produced, they would turn out to be precious 
>cuinents. They would diſplay the incapacity of miniſters 

the moſt glaring colours. The inſtructions which had 
therto been given to our military commanders, had, as he 


baltern in the army. But blunders, incapacity, and pro- 
ion had marked the meaſures: of the men in office. The 
afuſion of government had been exceſſive. General Hal- 
mand, à Swiſs by birth, for very ſlender ſervices, had been 
oft profuſely rewarded. - He was inſpector general of the 
oops in the Weſt India Iſlands, and governor of Quebec. 
hy General Carleton had been removed, it was very diffi- 
lt to ſay. He had once ſaved Canada. He had ſaved it 

venturing to diſobey his inſtructions. The miniſters pro- 
ed to have a great confidence in hin; and yet he diſdained 
er to correſpond with one of them. The favours; which the 
ing had ſhewn to General Carleton, were not reliihed by the 
ſiniſters. General Gage afforded; another inſtance of the 
ofuſion of miniſters. He was ſtill the nominal commander 
America, and received ten pounds daily as the ſalary an- 
xcd to his poſt, though he had not ſet a foot in America for 


ly crime with adminiſtration was, that he did not approve 
employing favages.---He deſpiſed adminiſtration; they 
Id not receive a ſcrap of paper from him ſince a certain ſe- 
etary came into office. He condemned the operations on 
ke back of the New England colonies, as extravagant, ab- 
d, and impracticable; à waſte of blood and treaſure, even 
ough it had fucceeded : and doubly abſurd, conſidering the 
cats. purſued to procure ſucceſs. The war on that fide 
ould have been defenſive.- Canada might be retained.--- 
hat province would now probably fall into the hands of the 
aericans, if not preſerved by the great military abilities (as 

had once before) of General Carleton. 
His Lordſhip mentioned a variety of circumftances, 
ih a view to ſhew the inability, perverſeneſs, abſur- 
Ity and cruelty of miniſters. He ſaid a moment was 
ot to be loſt; official information would in fact be no in- 
mation ; for before that could be laid before the Houle, it 
ould be too late, or any other ſpecies of information what- 
. ever. 


bſerved in a former debate, excited the ridicule of every 


eſe two years paſt, He contended, that General Carleton's 
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been. His fupplies cut offl. 


been a curious one; and a moſt curious circumſtance had u 


a fair wind might be neceſſary to tranſport the Heſſians 
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might be able to judge how far miniſters or generals were 
were not cenſurable for that fatal miſcarriage. Miniſin 
then did not ſcreen themſelves under the poor ſubterfuge 
not having official information to proceed upon. They d 
not profeſs the belief of the certainty of the report; and ye 
by moving the previous queſtion, endeavour to diſcredit! 
They did not wait for the return of the captive general; ar 
under a poſſibility of his miſcondu@ take the matter f 
granted; and ſhield themſelves under tliat poſſibilit y. 
The preſent. moment was the time to call for the inftruf 
tions. Miniſters were accountable to the public for wha 
ever blunders might occaſion national miſcarriages. Parb 
ment had been made uſe of as a ſcreen, to hide thoſe: fra 
public ſerutiny, who ought to be called forth to anſwer fa 
their miſcondutt. | The fate of Mr. Burgoyne was of a md 
alarming” nature. God only knew what contequences | 
might produce. The fineſt train of artillery that ever ha 
been ſent out, had fallen into the hands of the American 
He was credibly informed, that it had coſt this country i 
wards of half a million, beſides the enormous expence of tra 
porting it thither. Flufhed with ſuch ſucceſs, they might tu 
their force to Canada; or they might join General Wal 
ington. The ſituation of Sir William Howe might be m 
dered inſecure. Before the expiration of the winter, | 
might find himſelf in the ſame ſituation as Mr. Burgoy ne b 


T 


OS 


An idea had been thrown-out, that the loſs of the army ml 
der Mr. Burgoyne had been the only loſs we had ſuſtaine 
This was not the fact. The expedition undertaken on ti 
lakes by Colonel St. Leger had failed. That expedition 


tended the projecting it. It was planned in Pall Mall. An 
as a proof of the exalted wiſdom of thoſe who planned 
they aſſigned a certain number of Heffian chaſſeurs to aſſiſ 
the expedition, although at the time when it was undo 
taken, thoſe very Heſſians were in Germany, y. 
Thoſe who projected the expedition, never conſidered ti 


America, who were to be employed in it. As the witches 

Lapland are ſuppoſed to have the command of winds, and! 

carry a fair one in their pockets: for the benefit of the 

friends, ſo the Pall-Mall planners of the expedition up et 

Lakes, did not recolle& that their intereſt with the god rn 
1 8 W 10 
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inds might not be quite ſo powerful, as their intereſt in the 
wing rooms nf ne | 
With reſpect to the inſtructions given to Mr. Burgoyne, 
ey ought to be laid immediately before the Houſe, When- 
er they were produced, they would turn out to be precious 
cuments. They would diſplay the 1neapacity of miniſters 
the moſt glaring colours. The inſtructions which had 
therto been given to our military commanders, had, as he 


paltern in the army. But blunders, incapacity, and pro- 

on had marked the meaſures of the men in office. The 
ofufion of government had been exceſſive. General Hal- 
mand, a Swiſs by birth, for very ſlender ſervices, had been 
oft profuſely rewarded. He was inſpector general of the 
ops in the Weſt India Iſlands, and governor of Quebec. 
hy General Carleton had been removed, it was very diffi- 
lt to ſay. He had once ſaved Canada. He bad ſaved it 
venturing to diſobey his inſtructions. The miniſters pro- 
fd to have a great confidence in hin; and yet he diſdained 
er to eorreſpond with one of them. The favours; which the 
ing had ſhewn to General Carleton, were not reliihed by the 
ſiniſters. General Gage afforded another inftance of the 
pfufion of miniſters. He was ſtill the nominal commander 
America, and received ten pounds daily as the ſalary an- 
ed to his poſt, though he had not ſet a foot in America for 


ly crime with adminiſtration was, that he did not approve 
employing favages.---He deſpiſed adminiſtration; they 
Wd not receive a ſcrap of [> en tr ſince a certain ſe- 
etary came into office. He condemned the operations on 
© back of the New England colonies, as extravagant, ab- 
rd, and impracticable; a waſte of blood and treaſure, even 
ough it had ſucceeded: and doubly abfurd, conſidering the 
cans. purſued to procure ſucceſs. Fhe war on that fide 
ould have been defenfive.---Canada; might be retained.--- 
hat province would now probably fall into the hands of the 
aericans, if not preſerved by the great military abilities (as 

had once before) of General Carleton. 
His Lordſhip mentioned a variety of circumſtances, 
th: a view to ſhew the inability, perverſeneſs, abſur- 
ty and cruelty of miniſters. He ſaid a moment was 
ot to be loſt; official information would in fact be no in- 
mation ; for before that could be laid before the Houle, it 
ould be too late, or any other ſpecies of information what- 
> = ever. 


dſerved in a former debate, excited the ridicule of every 


eſe two years paſt. He contended, that General Carleton's 
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ever. He feared the French had early notice of the diſaſt 
which beſel the army under General Burgoyne. He believe 
that ſoine' gaod news from America was all that prevents 
them from cloſing with the colonies ; and he would ment 
what he heard, though he did not afiert it for truth, that lf 
delegates from the Congreſs had actually figned a treaty vii 
France 
His Lordſhip next commented on the language he 
by a noble Lord, who ſpoke early in the debate [Lo 
Lyttelton] that Parliament had done this, Parliament l| 
done that; the nation and the public at large had ſanctift 
the meaſures of adminiſtration, and pledged themſelves 
their ſupport, Parliament alone, aided by the voice of ti 
people, had dictated the meaſures; Parliament had a 
dreſſed the throne, and ſurely now they could not contradif 
or deſert that advice which they had given their Sovercig 
All this parliamentary form ſignified, his Lordſhip contend 
Juſt nothing. The meaſures were thoſe of adminiſtratio 
and not of Parliament, or the people.---Parliament was d 
luded, impoſed upon, and miſled---they truſted to wi 
they were told. He ſaid, the ſentiments of a gen 
man farmer, with whom he lately converſed, was a juſt pq 
ture of the majority of the people within and without doo 
The nation was deluded with falſe hopes and falſe pretene 
He aſked the farmer, what he thought of the American w 
and the general fate of public affairs; for he liked to conve! 
-with fuch men, and draw forth information wherever he coi 
find it. The farmer wiſhed peace with America, 
thought the colonies ſhould be taxed as well as Great Pritat 
The man was one of the wealthieſt farmers in the countyt 
Wilts. Such men are ſometimes ſent to Parl:ament ; ment 
extreme good natural underſtanding, but who do not u 
themſelves much with abſtruſe reſearches into politics i 
ſcience. Now, faid his Lordſhip, if ſuch a man as this il * 
in the Parliament, which addreſſed the throne, declaring! 
colonies in rebellion, and pledging itfelf and the nation toy 
the conſequences of an American war; it is extremely pl 
bable, that he would reaſon preciſcly as he did with me, a 
determine accordingly, He would think, that America 
as good a right to pay taxes as Britain, He would think, 
we had the power, ſo we ought to employ it, to enforce wi 
appeared to him to he fair and equitable ; and when the md 
ſures of enforcing obedience to our tax-laws were rejillt 
and attended with great difficulty in the execution, threat 
ing an impoſſibility of ſucceſs, and that heavy burdens * 


un. „„ 


be incurred in ſupport of this war, he would probably wiſh 
peace; but yet be tempted to go on ſooner than forego 


iely, alleviating his old and new burdens. Such, my 


ced of the unconſtitutional ground of the claim, and of 
utter impracticability of enforcing it, they would never 


full of folly, oppreſſion and injuſtice. This, I will ven- 
ich compoſes the other Houſe. They have had a ſpecious 
e told them. They believed it. They formed their 
gments on the information of thoſe who had an intereſt in 
eiving them, without once bringing the matcer fairly 
me to themſelves, without once recollecting, that they were 


Tn property; and that no man, according to the moſt fa- 
liar reaſoning, except where partiality, prejudice and ſelf- 
ereſt arbitrarily creates tho diſtinction, can be conſtitu- 
nally bound, but by aſſenting in his own perſon, or by 
e other mode of aſſent, actual or implied. His Lord- 


nal connection and political relation ſubſiſting between 


ive to the dependency of America on this country; pro- 
ted that he was thoroughly convinced, that that ſubordinate 
te would be as beneficial to the former as the latter, the 
at foundation of which was the act of navigation. He 
emnly aſſured their Lordſhips, that notwithſtanding all 
at had happened, he believed in his conſcience, that fuch a 
nection and dependance, as he now pointed out, might be 
dught about, and permanently eſtabliſhed between both 
untries, were our public councils conducted with wiſdom 
d unanimity ; and concluded with fome very pointed ob- 
vations on the conduct, of adminiftration relative to the 
ly one ſtep they had taken to induce America to negotiate, 
ich was the famous reſolutions moved by the miniſter in 
other Houſe, on the grounds of the petition preſented by 
> Council and Houſe of Aſſembly of the province of Nova 
otia, By thoſe reſolutions, the navigation act was to be 
yen up, or annihilated; and ſo ignerant were thoſe who 
drew 


attainment of the grand object he firſt had in view, 
rds, is, I believe, the caſe with many who compoſe the 
jority of the other Houſe. They have been amuled and 
ſled by miniſters. Many of them will, I dare ſay, con- 
ue to be miſled ; but if, in the firſt place, they were con- 


ye pledged themſelves to the ſupport of a ſyſtem of meaſures 


> to maintain, is a juſt picture of great part of the majority 


> repreſentatives of others, as well as the diſpoſers of their 


ip entered into ſeveral definitions of the true conſtitu- 


> colonies and the parent ſtate; declared his ſentiments re- 
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drew up the reſolutions, they did not know, that inſtead q 
gaining any equivalent for giving up the navigation act, th 
duties to be paid in Nova Scotia, and which were to be ole! 
applied to the internal expenditure of the colony, would proy 
ſo much actual loſs of the receipt of the duties paid here. H 
obſerved however, that nothing mort had been ſince heard 
the reſolutions ; they had ſhared the ſame fate with the oth 
celebrated reſolution of the noble Lord, known by the name 
the conciliatory propoſition, which the Congreſs juſtly tile 
baſe and infidious. On the whole, if any treaty ſhould h 
opened by the preſent ſet of miniſters, or any other ſucceet 
ing adminiſtration, he put in his proteſt againſt any propoſi 
tion whatever, which might directly or indirectly tend to ne 

otiate away the act of navigation; for in his opinion, it wi 
* only true conſtitutional cement between both countries 
and whatever miniſter dared to hazard ſuch an experimem 
would deſerve to be impeached, and ought to be made an 

nable to the juſtice of his country. . 

Lord Cardiff ſaid, he had received a letter this day from 
officer in General Howe's army, in which the writer, aft 
ſtating the precarious ſituation of their army, and the ve 
equivocal character of their ſucceſſes, ſays, in very emphatic 
terms (deſcribing the troops of the enemy) that Gen: 
Waſhington's is now a reſpectable army. His Lordſhip u 
terly condemned, the abſurd opinions thrown out in boni 
Houſes of Parliament, of the Americans being a nation fir 
poltroons and cowards, Can we, ſaid he, ſuppoſe it com 
by breed, when they are the deſcendants of ourſelves ? 
it be the conſequence of their climate ? If it is, the cauſe mi 
affect our troops likewiſe ; in ſhort, it is an opinion equi 
betraying a total want of information and ignorance of t 
general condition of mankind, The Americans were! 


otherwiſe inferior to our troops, than as irregular troops ole 
always inferior to troops more diſciplined; as levies of fu 
troops and raw officers are always inferior to a veteran a w 
headed by officers of experience, How long this diſtin cx 
would continue, he would not pretend to fay. It France c er 
tinued to ſupply them with officers, and their own off ion 


were continually improving in military knowledge, there. dn... 
no reaſon why their army ſhould not become as regular as h. 
army in Europe. It was in vain to hope for any decion! 
victory, while they continued the policy of keeping up a "WiſÞn 
fenfive war, and avoiding a general action. That with ! 
ſpect to this country, that we were in a ſituation of dithicuyrtic 
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danger, which we had never experienced before; that 

r national debt had riſen to a height above the ſpeculations 

all former finances, with a certainty of its being ſtill fur- 

r increaſed; and that our land- tax was at four ſhillings in 

pound, without a proſpect of its being ever diminiſhed, 

nat in this ſituation, without a force fit to be named, either 

England or Ireland, we were on the eve of a war with 

ance; and what muſt of neceſſity happen at the ſame 

ge, of a war with Spain, That the honour of this country 

1d no longer brook the inſults ſhe was daily receiving from 

ry European power. Laftly, That it was the nature of 

people of this country to be ſlow in their reſentments, but 

t if this war did not end gloriouſly, it did not fignify what 

s the cauſe, the vengeance of the country would be rouſed 

laſt, and overtake the authors of the Fa meaſures. 

ad concluded with ſay ing, that ſo neceſſary were vigorous 

1 decifive meaſures become, he muſt ſupport the preſent 
iniſtration, and therefore ſhould vote for the previous 

eſtion. „ „ 4 6 I 

Earl of Galloway roſe next, but was awed, as he ſaid with Earl of 

> dignity. of the Aſſembly, and therefore begged leave to n 

liver his thoughts in writing. The purport of his manu- 

ipt was to fignify that he concurred with the noble Lord 

at had put the previous queſtion, but only wiſhed that ad- 

niſtration could deviſe ſome more acceptable means of 

ing the preſent neceſſary ſupplies, than by the impoſition 

freſn taxes upon the poor, that the burden might fall 

re particularly upon the rich, among whom he ranked 

nſelf. God had bleſſed him with an ample fortune and 

erous family; yet: ſuch were his ideas of the juſtice of tho 

nerican war, and the neceſſity of proſecuting it to a proſpe- 

ds iſſue, that as an individual he would aſſiſt. with his 

ole fortune, ſooner than give up or agree fo a ſurrender of 
ſupreme. right of this country over all its dependencies--- 

would ſooner part with that fortune which was the natu- 

expectation of his offspring, in maintaining the rights of 

empire, which he looked upon to be ſtill a ſuperior obli- 

jon to every other, howſoever much it might ſeem to preſs 

dn him in any tender duty or relation. "of | 

The Duke of _Aancheſter charged Lord Cardiff with . | 
onſiſtency, declaring, that he had ſhewn the Am- RY | 

an war to rr as to any good purpoſe, and 
adviſed adminiſtration to continue it with all poſſible 

tion. His Grace particularly complained of the miniſtry's 

OL, IX, N p | with- 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1% 


with- holding every ſpecies of neceſſary information fry 
Parliament. His Grace drew a parallel between the proba, 
fate of Britain, and that of the Athenian commonwealth, u 
ſpecting their Sicihan colonies. He ſaid, the oppreii 
which Athens exerciſed over its colonies, in the iſland u 
Sicily, having cauſed the revolt of the Sicilians, the Sicilian 
obediently and friendly inclined, petitioned, and at leng 
remonſtrated, but all to no purpoſe; they muſt be ſubdue: 
Armies were ſent from Athens; they met with difficultie 
they were defeated. New levies were made; ſtill vidon 
declared in favour of thoſe who were fighting for what th 
deemed their rights. The Athemian arms were unſucceſsf 
At this critical period aroſe a great popular ſpeaker, who u 
likewiſe a ſoldier ! (adverting to the conduct of Nicias au 
Alcibiades). He made ſpeeches; he proved the juſtice d 
the war; he propheſied ſucceſs; he got the command of th 
army. What was the iſſue ? The army was cut off; he fe 
himſelf; Sicily was loſt; Athens was drained,  exhaufſtet 
and weakened ; ſhe became a prey to her ambitious. neigh 
bour, the ſtate of Sparta, The pride, and power, and mil 
tary glory of Athens was no more, her rival Sparta gave he 
laws, armies, protection, and legiſlators ; and ſuch was th 
fate of that once glorious. republic.---The people of th 
country had been ſpirited up in a ſimilar manner; they ha 
been deluded and impoſed upon by ſpecious tales and inflan 
matory ſpeeches. Mr. Burgoyne's blind efforts to penetrat 
through Canada, was like the land-march of the Athenia 
generals towards Syracuſe.--- They were equally brave, but 
their plans being both unjuſt and wanting wiſdom, their fortis 
tude was unjuſtifiable; and he was very much apprehenfivg 
from fimilitude of circumſtances, that the iffue upon tht 
whole would be preciſely the ſame ; that of certain ruin a 
deſtruction falling on the head of the aggreſſor. | 
Lord Town/hend replied to the noble Duke. He ſaid, tit 
two, caſes were by no means ſimilar. Athens was a nau 
power; while her fleet was triumphant, ſhe had nothing u 
fear from her foreign foes or rebellious colonies ; the fact w: 
that her fleet was deſtroyed, before the diſaſter at land ha 
pened.---That was not the caſe with Great Britain. Oi 
feet was whole, entire and truly formidable, and more that 
equal to the taſk of coping, if not annihilating any nat 
force, which all Europe and America, leagued together, coult 
poſſibly bring againſt us. He recapitulated what he had fun 
on a former debate, reſpecting the meaſure of employ ing i 
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ces under General Burgoyne.---He defended the plan of 
perations, adopting the manner of carrying on the war, from 
anada by the way of the Lakes. He ſaid in anſwer to 
ord Shelburne, although General Burgoyne had certainly a 
ry fine train of artillery ſent out with him, and that under 
idea that Quebec might poſſibly have fallen before he ar- 
ved there; that government had great reaſon to expect the 
>w ordnance was ſtill on board the ſhips in which it had been 
dnveyed acroſs the Atlantic. In further juſtification of the 
c pedition under General Burgoyne down the back ſettle- 
ents, he ſhewed, that the French had laſt war acted ex- 
ly in the ſame manner. The Viſcount alſo ſpoke highly 
favour of General Haldimand, declaring he had long ſerved 
is country well, and that the two places he held, were given 

as a recompence for his ſervices. His Lordſhip ac- 
owledged, he was not in the ſecrets of government; but 
> was ſufficiently informed, by ſo much of the plan as cir- 
umſtances had diſcloſed, to pronounce it a wiſe and proper . 
e. If Mr. Burgoyne was ſurrounded and made priſoner, _ 
he preſumed he was, the operations he was engaged in, 
2w off the attention of the rebels; and enſured ſucceſs to 
eneral Howe's operations in the firſt inſtance, He begged 
ave to totally differ from the noble Lord, who deſcribed Ge- 
Tal Howe's fituation to be ſo dangerouſly critical, 'Tho? 
e firſt attack on Mud-Iſland and Red-Bank had miſcarried, 
was equal to a matter of certainty that they had both been 
ng fince reduced ; and conſequently the navigation of the 
laware, and a communication between the army and the 
et opened, But even ſuppoſing the worſt, General Howe 
id taken a moſt advantageous poſition, He was encamped 
tween two rivers, with the Schulkill on his left, and the 
laware on his right; he had conſtructed ten redoubts 
ich covered his whole front ; and he had little doubt, that 
ed-Bank and Mud-Iſland would be ſoon reduced, as the 
gineer who conſtructed them was with Sir William. The 
eneral's fituation was by no means eligible : but it was not 
pay aan danger, which had been ſuggeſted by the 
dble Lord. | 
The Duke of Richmond ſpoke particularly to the affair of puke of 
e ſurprize of General Stanhope (afterwards Earl Stanhope, Richmor. 
d miniſter to George the Firſt) ; he infifted, that the Ge- 
ral did not command an army. The troops were in can- 
nment, Though compoſed of eleven battalions, they 
ounted to but 2100 men; they were not, at the time they 
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were ſurpriſed, engaged in any actual operations, or ſtate of 
hoſtility. When General Burgoyne was obliged to ſurrender 
to the enemy, it was not a diſappointment, the loſs of a de. 
tachment, nor of a particular object; it was the loſs of: 
whole army; it at once annihilated every meaſure, every ex. 
pectation; it defeated, in that, every object of the army, the 
General, and thoſe who ſent him there. His Grace dwelt 
much on the cruelties of the ſavage Indians, arid inſtancel 
the caſe of Miſs M Ray, both as a proof of the perſonal hu. 
manity of Mr. Burgoyne, and the inhumanity of his inftrue. 
tions, which urged him to declare his abhorrence of the fal 
of that Lady's murder, and to juſtify his own conduct in per. 
mitting the murderer to go unpuniſhed, as the ſureſt and mol 
efficacious means of preventing ſuch murders in time to come. 
His Grace reminded adminiſtration of the true ſtate of the 
war in North America: he wiſhed they would reflect ſeri 
ouſly on their own fituation, as connected with that of the 
nation. He trembled for the fate of the brave, able and 
gallant men, who were upon this diſagreeable, hazardous an 
painful ſervice ; and recommended to the King's ſervants t 
think upon the moſt expeditious meaſures for putting an end 
to a war, which, whatever may be the iſſue, muſt end to the 
diſadvantage, if not total ruin of the Britiſh empire. 

His Grace obſerved, the noble Lord who had ſpoke firſt in 
ſupport of adminiſtration, ſpoke of our fituation now, as if at 
* of the war. That it was no longer a queſtion, 
Mall we reduce America ?---Can we, is the language propet 
at this preſent juncture; it is not, ſhall we make terms fuck 
as it may pleaſe us to impoſe, but will it pleaſe them to accep 
them? This was not a national calamity of the common fort 
it was of that greater kind that menaced our political de- 
ſtruction, for General Howe was himſelf at preſent, accord 
ing to his information, in no very agreeable ſituation, and 
he had no reſource but in himſelf. What was till worl 
England itſelf was left defenceleſs, and we might be rune 
for want of that ſecurity which General Howe's army mit 
afford us. The preſent calamity had been compared to tial 
of Baraghua, under the conduct of General Stanhope ; b 
there was no ſimilitude; 2 or 3000 men that were ſent onlf 
as a detachment, and from unlucky, circumſtances, were il 
volyed in unforſeen and unexpected diftreſs 5 but the vel 
next day the remainder of the army gained a moſt gloros 
and complete victory. This, he ſaid, was ſomething qui 
different from the preſent caſe, when 10,000 men were gi 


Ss 


to a kind of premeditated deſtruction, by the imprudence, and 

bſtinate abſurdity of the conduors. But this inſtance had 

further application to the preſent debate, which had not been 

bſerved; as ſoon as the Queen received the news of this de- 

feat, though not communicated in the form of official infor- 

mation, ſhe ſent to have it told to the Houſes of Parliaments 

asher adviſers, and her proper counſellors, ſhe let them par- 

ticipate in the very earlieſt account, that thereby ſhe might 

indicate her confidence in them, and thereby procure the moſt 

arly and expedient relief. Let our armies be brought home, 

et England be firſt provided for; let us ſecure our internal 

ſafety and felicity, before we extend our ambition to ſuch 

favage conqueſts, General Burgoyne had been applauded for 

humanity ; he was far from wiſhing to throw ſo diſagreeable 

a ſtigma on any character as that of cruelty ; but he was well 

onvinced from authentic information, that he, or his army 

had been in ſome degree contaminated from the contact of 

Indian favages ſerving with them as fellow-ſoldiers in ths 

held, and aſſociating with them in other ſcenes of familiarity 

and intimacy. This, he ſaid, was the curſed effect of aſſoci- 7 

ating chriſtians with ſavages. EE 2 ; 
As we could not expect to conquer America, we ſhould 

ſeriouſly turn our thoughts to the home defence, The arm 

under General Howe ſhould be recalled, It was the only ar- 

my we had to defend this country, France and Spain were 

igilant, and only waited for an opportunity to wreak cer- 

tain vengeance on us. Should they take advantage of our 

alamities, it was not in the power of human foreſight to 

predict the fatal conſequences which might enſue ; and he 

might add, without reſerve, that if a change of meaſures were 

not adopted, rhe ruin of this country was inevitable. It had 

been the paltry narrow- minded policy of the Court to divide 

the friends of liberty, to deſtroy political principle under the 

pretext of aboliſhing the odious diſtinctions of party. The 

attempt had proved but too ſucceſsful. Small indee as the 

number of men who hung together, yet the time would come 

when the nation at large would join them. That moment 

dught ſoon to arrive, for perilous was the fituation of our 

ountry, From whence were we to obtain troops? The 

hambles of Germany could yield no more. On every prin- 

ple therefore of national defence, though the American war 

rere fqunded in juſtice, if the argument of policy had any 

Tight, the inſtructions called for ought to be given, that 

rarliament and the nation might be enabled to judge of the 
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Capacity of thoſe men to whom it had intruſted its deareſt iy 
tereſts. „ 
In reply to the arguments, that the Indians had been fouy 
uſeful, his Grace contended, that exactly the contrary w 
the caſe; for that employing of the ſavages was the ven 
cauſe of Mr. Burgoyne's defeat. That their cruelties hy 
excited the whole country, men, women and children, to ri 
pon the Britiſh army, and come upon them with ſtay 
„ | pitch-forks, &c. and endeavour to deſtroy them, | 
44 His Grace bid adminiftration recollect, that we had nown 
3 other army but that in Penſylvania and New-York Iſlan 
and declared he trembled for Great Britain, while that amy 
was on the other fide the Atlantic, His Grace drew 2 con: 
pariſon between the ſtate of men's minds now, and at the tine 
when the noble Earl, who made the motion, was proſecutiny 
the laſt war with ſo much vigour and ſucceſs. The noble 
Earl, he ſaid, before he attempted to make the great effory 
which produced ſuch abundant glory and honour to this cou 
995 had united all men's minds at home, and having the ſenſ 
of the nation with him, he had, with the greateſt cate, put in 
practice his various endeavours to ſerve his country; th 
cauſe was general; all men, the army as well as the nay, 
felt it to be ſo, and thence the happy events of that gloriow 
| | war. Was this the caſe now? There was not only a diff 
Frence of opinion in Parliament, but a difſenfion in the cab ea 
net; even the miniſtry were not of one mind, His Grat 
deſired their Lordſhips to recollect, that the queſtion no longet 
- was, how they were to reduce America, but whether they 
| could reduce America, In his idea the war was not mar 
impolitic than impracticable, and inftead of fitting in debate, 
how to carry on the war with ſucceſs, it more materially be- 
hoved their Lordſhips to confider how they could put 1 
| ſpeedy period to it. | 8 
Put of Earl of Faucanberg delivered his ſentiments in favour of tit 
Fexcerverg. motion ſor the previous queſtion, arguing, that in point 0's: 
delicacy to Mr. Burgoyne, it was wrong to begin the en-: t f 
auiry in his abſence. His Lordſhip took pains to reſcue Mr 
31 Burgoy ne from the charge of inhumanity, ſhewing, that he 
endeavoured as much as poſſible to reſtrain the fury of tl 
Indians, and prevent them from perpetrating acts of cruelty- 
The Duke of Richmond roſe in reply to inform the nobi 
Earl, that he was the laſt man living who would concur 1 
any meaſure which tended to criminate General Bergoyne 


his abſence, That the motion before the Houſe went 01 
bis = M 
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different point, to an enquiry how far adminiſtration | 
2s culpable for having ſent a brave officer with ten thouſand 


2 : 


iu troops under his command on a fruitleſs and abſurd 

i pedition. | Od $9 

N Earl of Shelburne in reply thanked Lord Townſhend for af- Ear! of 
ing him an opportunity of doing juſtice to Mr. Haldi- 5% rer. 
und, and ſaid many handſome things of him, but declared he 

A ought the payment for his ſervices too great, and that it 


as highly reprehenfible in adminiſtration to truſt a foreign 
ficer with ſo important a civil employment as the govern- 


1 

ent of Quebec. | he 

oi to the ſituation of General Howe, which had been de- 
n-Mribed by the noble Viſcount, as out of the power almoſt of 
nic events of war, he begged leave to draw a direct contrary 
ocluſion. He confidered that General's caution to prote 

bells army, as ſo many proofs of the extreme danger to which 


was expoſed. The conſtruction of ten redoubts, after be- 
gin poſſeſſion of the town of Philadelphia, ſhewed that Sir 
illiam had not any opinion of the great conſequence to be 
rived from his two victories. Beſides, his army would be 
urly weakened 5 communications muſt be kept open; poſts- 
uſt be maintained; an intercourſe with Cheſter at leaſt muſt 
ou preſerved. Cheſter was thirteen miles diſtant; To main- 
in this communication would require. a ſtrong detachment 3 
ater, he believed, than the General could well ſpare. . As 
a the forts to be ſubdued on the Delaware, could it be fairly 
ferred, that the ſubduing them would be an eaſy taſk, be- 
uſe the engineer who conſtructed them had averred it. He 
ouſt be too weak a man to be intruſted with the conſtruction 
a fort, who could give ſuch an account of works of his own 
nftruRion, - a | „ 
ti He required, he faid, no aſſurance from the noble Viſcount, 
at he was not in the ſecrets of the cabinet, or he would ne- 
r have made ſo poor a defence of the expedition under Mr. 
Irgoyne, He was ſtill of opinion, that the artillery was 


that very eircumſtance. 


[As ſoon as their Lordſhips returned into the Houſe, the 
nl of Chatham moved, That an bumble addreſs be pre- 


t ſafe; and that the army had been over- artilleried; and in 
probability, Mr. Burgoyne's ill-ſucceſs might be attributed 


„and the numbers, on the diviſion, were as follows: 
bl Contents 19: Not Contents 40. : | 


3 2 - . ER rl of. 
01 ited to his Majeſty, moſt humbly beſeeching his Majeſty, 2. . 
| | CE that Z 


ä 
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5 that he would be ciouſly pleaſed, to order the proper offi 


cers to lay before that Houſe, copies of all the orders or tres, 
ties relative to the employment of the Indian ſavages, ating . 
in conjunction with the Britiſh troops againſt the inhabitany 
of the Britiſh colonies in North America, with a copy of th 
. - Inftruftions given by General Burgoyne to Colonel 8. 


Leger. a | "DEM p 
* Farlof Earl of Abingdon ſtrenuouſſy ſupported the propriety. of te 

| Abingdon noble Earl's motion. He ſaid, the war had commenced n 
2:8 tyranny and injuſtice, and had been conducted upon princs 
ples of the moſt ſavage cruelty. His Lordſhip likewiſe calle 

upon Lord Amherſt to declare what he knew of the matter A 

] p Aon fact in diſpute had been ſo frequently referred to his d-, 
ciſion. | 1 f 
Dancer. Earl Gower [ Preſident of the Council] abſeryed, that x 
5 this late hour of the evening he did not think it at all expedian 
to enter into a minute diſcuſſion of this queſtion; one thing, 

; | however, he could not avoid mentioning, which was the won- 
"> derful inconſiſtency in the eonduct of the noble Lord why 
Ad ropoſed it, In a previous debate the noble Lord had a. 
nowledged, that Indians were employed in the King's ſervia 

in America during his adminiſtration, and that now he u. 

prehended the, practice as derogatory, from the honour of the 

 Earlof Earl of Chatham aroſe, and reproached the noble Lord with 

\ Gthem. petulance and malignant ien den, The obſerne 
tion he made in the debate alluded to was, that Indians ha 
indeed crept into the ſervice from the utility the officers fou ¶ tu 
them of in ſeveral of their enterpriſes, but that their employ, 
ment had never been ſanftioned by him in his official caps 

5 54 he believed his Majeſty had too much regard for the 
ilitary dignity of his people, and alſo. too much humanity to 
have agreed to ſuch a propoſal had it been made to hin, 
This remark of the noble Lord's was therefore a mere quibble 

a miſapplication of terms and meaning. What right had ih 
noble Lord to comment on political proceedings? Where wal: 
he when theſe tranſactions were conducting? He was im e! 
merſed in pleaſure, and indulging himſelf in all the variety d 
diſſipation that young noblemen are too apt to devote them 
ſelves to. He was here called to order: he did not fit dona 
but, changing his ſubject, he called upon the noble Lord wil 
had conducted the expedition, to explain to the Houle, yer 
ther or no any ſuch inſtructions were contained in the orden 

. that he, during that war, received officially from him. * 


* 


— 


* 


feclared, that nothing ſhould prevent his ſpeaking his mind 


ected great humility in the very moment when they were 
rowing out inſinuations, the moſt illiberal, the moſt unman- 
yand the moſt untrue, He was a plain man, and he ever 
ifed plain arguments. He was therefore free to repeat, that 
he noble Earl had himſelf, while at the head of adminiſtration 
aſt war, not only employed the Indians, but employed them 
nder inſtructions and treaties of the moſt ſanguinary ten- 
fency ; and in order to ſhew that this aſſertion was not made 
merely to catch the public, and ſerve the purpoſe of tempo- 


rom the journals of the Houſe, one of thoſe. treaties, whic 


tructions which Government had ſent out to the comman- 
ers in America, ſince the preſent unhappy war had com- 
nenced, | | 
While his Lordſhip was ſearching for this treaty, a ſtrange 
onfuſed altercation took place, which, however, was put an 
id to by reading the extract, which was a treaty with an In- 
ian nation, one condition of which was, that they ſhould kill 
nd ſcalp every Frenchman who came within their country, 
Though the French were then at war with us, he preſumed, 
e noble Earl, nor no Lord preſent would ſay, that they were 


ore hoſtile or inimical to us than our rebellious ſubjects. 
is Lordſhip added, that the tribe of Indians alluded to were 
i buated on the back of South Carolina. If his memory 
4 rved him right, it was during the government of Mr, Lyt- 
a- 


lton (now Lord Weſtcote.) 


r; and called upon the noble Lord, who at that time com- 
landed in America | Lord Amherſt] to declare the truth. 
he queſtion was not, whether Indians were employed in 
anada the laſt war; but whether they were employed in 
ie line, in the manner it was preſumed they were now em- 


another Houſe that would not be permitred in that, where 
e bas ſeen, perſons crouch to him. Such a conduct will ne- 
r be permitted in this Houſe ; the antient nobility of this 
mntry will not; ſubmit to it. I have not been 8 
dough others may have been inſolent. The noble Earl 
Vor. IX, 0 N charges 


Earl Gower, after returning the aſperities of the nohle Earl, Earl 


freely. That he deſpiſed the conduct of thoſe Lords who at- 


ry deluſion, he would prove what he had ſaid by progeny | 


breathed the ſpirit of cruelty in a greater degree than any in- | 
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Earl of Chatham denied he ever had. Savages might have fl or 
een employed; but he denied he knew any thing of the mat- Chatham. 


0 ed. WE | # | 
Fad Gower replied, that the noble Earl had exerted a ſpirit, , - 1 


Earl ef 
Chatham. 


Lord Au- 
| beſt. 


3 *Eaxrl of 


Shelburne. 


all theofficial buſineſs tranſacted there as much a ſecret as poſit 


ed; and as to the American priſoners in England, they v 


him. My diſtinctions were not unfair; his are paltry au 


niſter? and does he mean to plead ignorance as an apology 


an opportunity of obſerving the ſavage mode which had bet 
adopted in conducting this cruel war throughout. Crueltf 


* 
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charges me with quibbling. I have a juſt right to retorty 


evaſive. He does not conduct himſelf with candour, nor be. 
have himſelf like an honeſt man. The point I would wiſh v 
aſcertain is,. Were Indians employed while he was ni. 


for a conduct which he has this night, and the two preceding 
fo highly condemned?“ [It is not improper to obſert 
that Lord Chatham was called to order by. Lord Sandwich: 
and that Lord Gower, who was much ſtronger than we hay 
reported, was permitted to proceed.) | 
Earl of Chatham again called upon Lord Amherſt to dt. 
clare, if he had any orders from him to employ ſavages. 
Lord Anberſt role with great ſeeming reluctance. He fail 
he hoped what had been drawn from him the firſt day of th 
ſeſſion, would have proved ſatisfactory to the Houſe. Th 
fact was, that the French employed Indians the laſt war; an 
we followed their example; and that moſt certainly he fhoull 
not have ventured to do ſo, if he had not received orders t 
that purpoſe. _ | 
Earl of Shelburne obſerved, that both accounts were per 
fectly reconcileable. Indians might have been employel 
The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, might have had orders to ei 
ter into treaties with and employ them; and yet the nobl 
Earl might be fully juſtified in his aſſertion. The order 
were probably conveyed to the noble Lord, who then can 
manded in America, through the channel of the board 
trade; and not through that of the ſeeretary of ſtate. India 
treaties, and all the affairs relative to the ſuperintendants f 
treating with the Indians, paſſed, while he had the honourt 
preſide at the board, through the hoard of trade. It was f 
moſt probably at the period alluded to; and for his part, 
well recollected, he made it a point, as much as poſfible, to ke 


from the ſecretary of ſtate. While he was up, he would t: 


and injuſtice were its leading features. The French off 
taken priſoners going to America, had been inhumanly treat 


treated with the moſt horrid and unprecedented barbartt 
If we were not generous, we ſhould endeavour to imitate i 
generoſity of America, It would become the humanity i 


. 
8 


— 
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e Engliſh nation to open a ſubſcription for their relief; 

henever it was opened, he would contribute his mite. : 
Earl Gower roſe again, and with equal vehemence proteſt- Earl Gower 
, he would not be daunted by the dictatorial manner of the 

oble Lord : he was an honeſt man, and ſpoke like one : he 

d not indeed poſſeſs in an equal degree the faculty of elo- 

zence ; he could not pour forth tropes and fine words in ſuch 

bundant profuſion, but he poſſeſſed as good an underſtand- 

gas the noble Lord: that it was the noble Lord who had 

ourſe to mean evaſions; for that connivance was cer- 

ainly a tacit acquieſcence in the propriety of the meaſure ; 

nd that being privy to their r aig and giving a pub- 

c ſan&tion to it was rather a difference in words than in 

dings. If private characters were to be enquired into, he 

lieved his would ſtand the teſt as well as his Lordſhip's ; 

nd that the imputation of variety might, with as much ju- 

ice, be applied to him. = | ER 

Earl of Chatham roſe, and, with great appearance of humi- Earl of 
ty, congratulated his Lordſhip on the goodneſs of his under- Galbam. 
anding ; far was it from him to ſuppoſe himſelf a competitor 

abilities with the noble Lord, who had ſo ingeniouſly af- 

rmed, that giving an order, and not giving one, were words 
ſynonimous ſignification. He added a few words relative 

d his own life, which he acknowledged to be various enough ; 

d wiſhed, that the noble Lord who then commanded in A- 

erica, would put an end to the altercation, by telling the 

Jouſe his orders, and who he had them from. By 

The Duke of Richmond ſaid, he was not willing to enter in- Duke of 

d an enquiry concerning any man's private character; but Richmond. 
the noble Earl's Lord Gower) was to undergo an inveſti- 

ation of the kind his Lordſhip alluded to, he would not be 
from the ſtigma of variety. He contended, that the or- 
r read by the noble Earl from the journals was nothing to 
te purpoſe, It was the right of war, a.neceilary duty cre- 
ed by that ſtate, to keep our territories free from the ene- 
y but murdering defenceleſs people, or priſoners of war, 
an act of a very different nature. His Grace alſo argued 
ne great difference between preſenting a bayonet to a man's 
eaſt in action, and torturing men, women ard children with 
e knife and tomahawk in cold blood and in captivity. His 
prace denied, that the aſſertion that the Americans had firſt 
iployed and attempted to employ the Indians had been 


royed, : 
5 O 2 | This 
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always contended for guidance and direction, he could not! 


Earl of 


- Dunmcre. 


they applied, had made anſwer, „ What, ſhall we fight; 


Indians were employed,; that they were by no means a cru 


F Duke of 


Ficbmord. 
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himſelf had been attacked by the Indians, ſet on by the Any, 
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This called up the Earl of Dunmore, who aſſerted, that h 


ricans, and that a party of them had attacked the Northen 
army, by whom one of them was killed, 5 

The uke of Richmond ſaid, this was no anſwer ; he hy 
heard indeed of a Negro and a Highlander having been ti 
together, but an affertion that one Indian was killed by th 
northern army, did not prove that the Americans employe( 
the Indians firſt. . 

Earl of Denbigh attacked Lord Chatham, and called hin 
the great oracle with the ſhort memory, aſſerting, that th 
Indians were employed laſt war, that the returns of the am 
muſt have ſhewn it, and that as his Lordſhip, when in offic 


ignorant of the matter if he had not laſt hjs memory, 

Earl of Dunmore roſe a ſecond time, and declared that t 
Virginians had uſed every effort to induce the Indians to jai 
them, and that the Chiefs of one of the Indian tribes to whon 


5 the great King over the water, who in the laſt war fed 
ch large armies, and fo much money here, to defend ya 
from the deyaſtations'of the French, and from our attack 
No; if you have ſo little gratitude, we will not aſſiſt ſo b. 
a purpoſe. His Lordſhip added, that the Virginians, fin 
ing themſelves thus diſappointed, had dreffed up ſome of the 
own people like Indians, with a view to terrify the forces uy 
der him; and his Lordſhip declared, he heartily wiſhed mor 


people; that they never exerciſed the ſcalping-knife, or wen 
guilty of a barbarity, but by way of ſtriking terror into the 
enemies, and by that means putting an end to the further c 
fuſion of blooo . 8 | 
The Duke of Richmond ſaid, he wiſhed not to employ fi 
vages, who wantonly tortured our fellow-ſubje&s with th 
ſcalping-knife and tomohaik, and were then to be defendd 
on the ground of having been „ cruel only to be kind,” 
having committed murder, cold blooded murder, in order! 
bet an end to a war in which they had no intereſt, H 
Tace again contended, that the preſent meaſures were imp 
wee, ſavage and abſurd, and he heartily wiſhed their Lon 
ips would end a conteſt equally diſgraceful th us as a wi 
nation, and as men of humanity, - + 
Earl of Dunmore roſe again to ſhew how much the Amt 
ficans exceeded the Indians in barbarity, inftancing a gr 
2 ; hf 


in| 
» | 


r 
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riety of circumſtances (and among others the, fate of Co- 
el Campbell) to prove that they did not even affect huma- 


ty, but were moſt induftriouſly cruel, moſt wantonly in- 


mance 


The Duke of Richmond ſaid, he believed there had been Duke of 
dark and bloody proceedings in the ſcene of action al- Richmond. | 

ed to by the noble Earl (Lord Dunmore) and he truſted a 

y of enquiry would come, when theſe horrid tranſactions 

zuld be enquired into; and the authors meet with condign 

niſhment, if they ſhould be found to deſerve it. $22 

Earl of Dunmore replied, as far as the alluſion might be pan 

ant to affect him, he was ready to ſubmit his conduct to Dunmore... 

> moſt rigorous enquiry ; and the ſooner the better. He 

| not defire to procraſtinate it. He had done his duty as a 

vant of the crown; and as to his perſonal conduct, he de- 

{ his enemies; for he was fully conſcious of having behaved 

e an honeſt man. | 

Lord Townſhend defended the meaſures at both periods; ,  , 

d much was to be truſted to whoever commanded ; and in- q,wnfend. 

ed, that that was what muſt give the true complexion to 

> meaſure. If a commander or governor was inſtructed 

erally, and intruſted with undefined powers, leading to 

rtain objects, he muſt conſult his own feelings; and it was 

be preſumed, no Britiſh general would abuſe his powers. | 

Earl of Chatham again called upon Lord Amherft to know, .. , 

tether he had any inſtructions from him as ſecretary of cpurbon. 

TP n F ee, | 

Lord Amherſt, I was deſired to make treaties with the Lord Au- 

lian powers; I was charged with it in my inſtructions. bert. 

Earl of Chatham ſtill perſiſted in declaring his ignorance of ,_, - 

y ſuch inſtructions; and ſaid, he was ſure, they did not paſs Carta. 

larly through his office, nor were ever ſigned by the 


_ 5 | Es 
Earl of Suffolk endeavoured, as he ſaid, to fet the noble Far! of 
rl right; for that all inſtructions to governors and com- Si 
anders in chief neceſſarily came throngh the office of the 
retary of ſtate, and were counter- ſigned by the King. 5 
Earl of Chatham roſe finally, to beg, that Lord Amherſt gar of 
puld favour him with a copy of the inſtructions ſent to him Chatbas. 
t war, which authoriſed him to em loy ſavages. . 
Lord Amberſi ſaid, he would readily oblige him, with his La 4 
qeſty's permiſſion. of A 
The previous queſtion was put a few minutes before eleven | 
lock, when the Contents that went below the bar, were 18, 
the Non-Contgats, that ſtaid in the Houſe, were 40. 
| Adjourned: 


02. 


| Duke of 


Richmond. which being done, his Grace expreſſed his concern that the di. 


Z 
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for a final determination concerning this unhappy man. 


Fal of 
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Adjourned to December 8. 
1. December 8. 
The order of the day was the ſecond reading of the bi 
for ſuſpending the Habeas Corpus act. 
The Duke of Richmond deſired that the act might be rex 


cuſhon of a ſubject of this important nature, ſhould have hap. 
pened in ſo thi a houſe. He faid it was a buſineſs of ti" 
higheſt concern to the nation; a buſineſs in which the liber. 
ties of the ſubject were nearly intereſted. From the vagy 
indeterminate mode of expreſſion uſed in the act, its fore 
extended to all orders, and to all kinds, guilty and innocent, 
A paltry juſtice might, only becauſe he thought he had ground 
of ſuſpicion, deprive a ſubject of his deareſt rights, impriſa 
him, load him with irons, and all without a poſſibility of u 
, Creſs to the unfortunate ſufferer. The Habeas Corpus bei 
extinct, there was no power of juſtifying himſelf, and the 
he muſt lie till the term ſpecified in the act arrive; that 
till the total concluſion of the impending war. He himſel 
Rood within its laſh, and was at this time at the mercy of an 
little dealing magiſtrate ; he had been laſt year on the hig 
ſeas on a party of pleaſure, and was therefore obnox1ous ty 
the letter of the at. He illuſtrated the diſadvantages cons 
ſequent on ſuch an act, with the hiſtory of one Mr. Platt,: 
merchant of Georgia. This young man, While he was i 
that capacity, had been concerned in the unloading a velie| 
that_contained among other things, horſes ſent from England; 
he intereſted himſelf in this buſineſs, only from an 1oclinatio 
to ſerve the owner; and yet going ſoon after on his merca 
tile occaſions 3 and having in the courſe of a jovi 
evening offended ſome one of the company, he was next di 
apprehended as a perſon within the cognizance of this act. 
He was ſecured as a rebel, ſent to England, and carried befor 
Sir John Fielding, who recommitted him, without ſuffering 
him to be confronted with his aceuſers. All he aſks, is to m 
brought to trial; this juſtice has been denied; and it is now 
near two years ſince this, perhaps, innocent perſon has be 
ſubject to the diſgrace and inconvenience of a common pri 
ſon.—His Grace ſaid he would appeal only to the feelings d 
the gentlemen in adminiſtration, —He was at preſent an adv 
cate for humanity, and hoped they wauld intereſt themlelvi 


The Lord Chancellor ſaid, if ever there was an act that nie 
ſerved che appellation of, humanity it was this; it * 
„ | Ws IF 


— 


„% irn 
merica in every reſpect, not as a rebel country, but as a 


nt ſhould be inflicted on perſons taken in the act of enmity 
inſt us; but what ought it to be? ſince it was plainly not 
pedient that they ſhould be diſcharged, and not political, 
dm the apprehenſions of retaliation, to put them to immedi- 
e death. — What was the alternative? In his opinion the 
ly juſt medium had been adopted, — that of preſerving them 
til the final concluſion of the war, ſo that they might retain 
e power of puniſhing without doing it at a time when the 
nſequences might fall upon ſuch of our ſubjects as were now 
2 ſimilar ſituation in America. 


quieſced in the propriety of detention, when exerciſed on men 
ſolutely found in arms, but that perſons only iiſpected ſhould 
liable to the ſame ſeverity, was the ground of his objec- 
dn. He ſaid he would move the Houſe that returns fhnould 
made of all that had fallen under the cognizance of this act. 


at all perſons properly ſuſpected of rebellion, ſhould be ſu 
| to the terms of the act. He ſaid he had a very different 


ttee man at Georgia, and an active inftrument of rebel- 
n; that he contributed in ſeizing, by force, the military 
res that were contained in his Majeſty's ſhip Philippi; that 
commander of that veſſel came over to London, when he 
s firſt brought to England, to authenticate his guilt; and 
it it was from motives of pure delicacy, that the judges 
| thought proper to defer his trial. 


Irmed that perſons, properly ſuſpected, ſhould be ſubje& to 

terms of the act. e his uniform opinion, and his 
aſe expreſſion, that the ſuſpected were to be diſcriminated 
m thoſe actually found in arms. - 


r, it was the 


ye this realm, that an extraordinary privilege ſhould be 
1 ed in the executive part, in the King---that if it was the 
10 mon of the Houſe, that the preſent emergency is leſs dan- 


ous than it was a year ago, they would doubtleſs revoke 


ly juſtify the continuation,---He ſaid, it was called a 
ER _ 


my at war. It was certainly neceſſary that ſome puniſh- | 


count of this Mr. Platt. He was told that he was a com- 


arl of e ſaid, That in the beginning of this unhappy Earl of | 
current opinion of the three legiftative powers ell. 


das an uſeleſs act; if not, a ſimilar neceſſity would cer- 
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Duke of Richmond ſaid, the noble Lord had not attended Duke of 
the diſtinction which it was his intention to inculcate. He Richmond, 


Earl of Sandwich obſeryed, that as to the point in queſtion, Earl of 
believed he and the noble Lord nearly coi e Sandwich, 


The Duke of Richmond expreſſed a gentle reſentment for Duke of 
s ſecond miſinterpretation of his meaning. He had never Richmend. 


| Richmond. was the ſtrongeſt argument againſt the continuation; f 
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dangerous at- let the event prove that fe had fallen u 

der its cognizance- - few had been puniſhed in conſequen 

of it---apprehenſions, therefore, from it were groundlek, 

Dukeof Duke of Richmond replied, That lenity in the execyiy 


that tyranny became more acceptable by being gently ex 
ciſed; ſo that when a Prince of more deſpotic temper had 
rule, he would plead preſcription, and juſtify arbitrary ng 
ſures, even with the ſanction of his Parliament, and the 
fent of his people. | 
Dukeof Duke of Mancheſter read a petition that he had receiy 
Marchefter, from Mr. Platt ;---the account given there nearly conc 
with that given by the Duke of Richmond; his Grace a 
roborated the Duke's arguments, and added, that he appeal 
in this inſtance, not only to the humanity, but the juſtice 
adminiſtration. The bill was committed without a divifia 
Adjourned to December 11. + [Ft 


= | December 11. | 
aof he Earl of Oxford moved, “ That this Houſe do adjou 
orfed. to the 20th of January, 1778.“ 2248 P: 1 . 
Een oef The Earl of Abingden. I am juſt come up from the con 
 Fbingdon try, as I ſuppoſed, to do, with the reſt of your Lordlli 
our buſineſs in Parliament; but I find that we are already: 
here to day, in order to be ſent about our buſineſs into 
country, as if the buſineſs of Parliament was not our h 
neſs, and that we were called up only to do the buſineſs 
miniſters. Supplies are voted, and, at this tremendous a 
juncture of events, there is, it ſeems, no further need oſt 
great CONSTITUTIONAL council of the nation. 
But, my Lords, before I go, I will leave one word beli 
me; it is an important word, and its ſubject matter is d 
very preſſing nature. | 
My Lords, when a noble Duke, whoſe manly and fpini 
conduct againſt this war of ſlavery will ever have the tel 
mony of my warmeſt applauſe, made his motion the 0 
day for an enquiry into the ſtate of the nation, his 
ſaid, he defired his motion might be underſtood as a geo 
motion, open to every enquiry, and not ſimply contined 
any propoſitions of his own ; it 1s therefore, my Lords, i 
der the fhelter of this noble Duke's motion, that I have 

2 motion of my own to make, in addition to thoſe that 
been already received. 5 
My Lords, n ever been the charaQeriftic 
Engliſhmen; but my Lords, whether corruption has, N 
dur morals, changed our very feelings, or whether i. 
ol 


I nn 


wing to that Exoric influence which has ſo long directed 
ur councils, or not, it is not for me to determine; but, my 
ords, inſtead of humanity, our national character is now 
amped with INHUMANITY ; and what 1s worſe, we have 
he DAMNING PROOFS before our eyes. 

My Lords, I am informed, and my information is to be 
epended upon, that the American priſoners in this country 
zen who are made priſoners in the glorious cauſe of LIBERTY, 


niſters againſt the freedom of this country) are treated with 
SAVAGE BARBARITY. 
My Lords, I have heard ſome of their complaints, and they 
ue gone to my heart. I will give you one of them in 
My Lords, we all know, or the Reverend Bench of Biſhops 
ill tell us ſo, that there are certain religious objections againſt 
joculating for the ſmall-pox. Theſe objections the Ameri- 
ans, for the moſt part, have; and in proportion to the cre- 
blity of the objection, do the fears of the diſeaſe increaſe. 
was neceſſary, my Lords, to premiſe this ; now for the 
aer. In one of the priſons, a priſoner was inoculated for 
e ſmall-pox ; and after the eruption appeared, the patient 
bs put into a cell with five Americans, who had never had 
ediforder. They expreſſed their fears; and ] do ſuppoſe, 
y were therefore called“ cowarDs;” but this your 
ordſhips may be aſſured of, that neither fears nor tears, nor 
wers, were able to remove the /i, fom the well, 
My Lords, if this. be ABETTED, and does not meet with 
NDIGN puniſhment, all government here is at an end, and 
il ſociety no more; for, my Lords, what is civil ſociety, 
It a public combination for private protection. 


ble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, requeſting that he will 
Pleaſed to direct, that all orders and inſiructions which have been 
en by the officers, whoſe buſineſs it is, to the ſeveral gaolers, or 
phers of other houſes of confinement from time to time, ſince the com- 
mement of hoſlilities, and the bringing of American priſoners 
o this country, down to the 1ff of the preſent month of December, 
ecting the _—_ and treatment of the ſaid prifoners, may be 
id before this Houſe ; and that the returns which have been 
we to office from the ſaid priſon, of their number and deaths, 
ether with the accounts of each article of expence, attending their 
pfmement, may li kewiſe be produced. 88 
My Lords, I have made this motion, not only from feel- 


For. IX, P : | Lord- 


ad are nick-named rebels, only to ſanctify the rebellion of 


My;preſent motion, therefore, 0 Lords, is,“ That an 


of humanity, but from motives of poLicy, Vour 
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Earl of 


Effingoam. 


Lordſhips will remember, that there is ſuch a thing as th 
of the Americans by fifizes and hundreds, they are makin 


' priſoners of you by wHoLE ARMIEs. The fate of Gem 
ral 1. N e. is KNQWN ; and if General Howe does ny 


again 
and that it will be productive of good; but, my Lords, ai 


to your Lordſhips, that it is my intention, in the mean wl 


Lords, the majority Lords, who have benefited by the Ant 
rican war, can afford it, Thoſe who have not [the Biſhy 
will remember, that CHARITY COVERETH A MULTITUI 
ſpair of there being collected, at leaſt as much money i 


who, for attempting to undermine the liberties of Amer 


ſame purpoſes, now penſioned in THIS, | 


words to order. His Lordſhip obſerved, that according 
for adjournment, they could not in regularity either hd 


of, either by being withdrawn, or being carried; if the lat 
the noble Fart's motion muſt neceſſarily drop 'till the met 
Ing after the holidays. 


noble Earl who moved for adjournment, and that therefor! 


that an unfair advantage had been taken of his inexperit 


| their Lordſhips ſhould be ſo ſcrupulouſly puctilious and 
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law of RETALIATION. Whilſt you are making priſong 


ift bis p9/ition, his fate will be the ſame, My Lor 
J will only add, that I hope this motion will be agreed! 


will be ſome time before it can have its effect, I muſt fign 
to promote, as much as hes in me, a ſubſcription for then 


lief of theſe unfortunate priſoners, in hopes of procuring th 
contribution of every noble Lord of this Houſe ; for, n 


OF sixs; and as to the minority Lords,, they will be al 
to it from PRINCIPLE. Thus, my Lords, I ſhall not & 


thoſe HONEST WHIGs, as was procured for thoſe Tory prif 
were driven out of THAT country, and are, perhaps forth 


Juſt as the Lord Chancellor was beginning to read, Ia 
Abingdon's motion, Lord Dudley roſe and begged to ſay aft 


eſtabliſhed form, the Houſe having before them the moti 


read or debate upon any other motion, *till that was go 


This brought on a ſhort altercation with reſpect to pat 
mentary forms; during which the Earl of Abingdon complatt 
of zockey/hip, declaring that he was upon his legs as ſoon 280 


his motion could not be attended to on account of the noi 
Earl's having been read firſt, or becauſe the noble Earl mi 
not be willing to withdraw his motion, which would hart 
full an effect if moved ſubſequent to his, he ſhould condi 


in points of order. | | | 
Earl of Efrngham obſerved, that it was very extraorditl 
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about order, when the violation of it would be ſo trifling, 

er having but the day before, in the moſt groſs and bare- 

ed manner, broke through all parliamentary form, in reſpect 

a matter which highly called for the moſt ſerious and deli- 

5 rate attention of Parliament: His Lordſhip ſaid, the mat- 

r he alluded to was the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus act, 

bill on which the liberties of Engliſhmen eſſentially de- 

ded, This bill, his Lordſhip declared he meant to have 

poſed, as injurious to freedom, and dangerous to the con- 

tution. He came down to the Houſe with that view, and, 

his aſtoniſhment, found it entered on the books ; that the 

Il had been read a ſecond time, referred to a Committee, 

ported, read a third time, and paſſed all in one day, in de- 

ance of an expreſs ſtanding order of the Houſe. 

The Dnke of Richmond roſe next, and remarked, that no- Duke of 

ing was more certain than that two motions could not be Kichmend- 

fore the Houſe at one and the ſame time. The motion of 

journment was made firſt, and muſt, if the noble Earl per- 

ſed in keeping to it, be the only motion debated ; but he 

ved their Lordſhips to conſider, that the honour of the 

ouſe was at ſtake, their character for decency and candour, 

is involved in the preſent embarraſſment. The noble Earl's 

ord Abingdon] motion went to a very important object, an 

ject of too ſerious a nature to be thus ſwept away by a mo- 

on for adjournment. Was that the caſe, his Grace ſaid, the 

ble Earl might well complain of jockeyſhip ; it was cer- 

inly taking an unfair and an unprecedented advantage, an 

vantage which it was beneath the dignity of their Lordſhips ; 

d ſeize, or ſuffer to be taken, If the motion of the noble 

arl was diſagreeable and improper, the fair line of conduct 

ould be, to withdraw the motion for adjournment, and ei- 

ter to debate the noble Earls motion, and carry it by a ma- 

rity, or to move the previous queſtion upon it. Theſe, the 

puke declared, would be parliamentary modes of treating it; 

t to put an end to it, by carrying the motion for adjourn- 

1 would be to act in a manner highly unbecoming their 

ordſhips. | h 

Lord Dudley roſe to reply, diſclaiming the application of La. Dudleys 

e word jockeyſhip,. as ufed by the noble Duke, and declar- | 

ig that he had no other view in ſpeaking to order, but for 

ic preſervation of thoſe forms neceſſary for the diſpatch of 

ulineſs, and the regularity of parliamentary proceedings. n 

Earl of Suffolk having read the intended motion, informed Earl of 

e Houſe, that he had not = leaſt objection to it, and if, . 
2 | for 


Earl of 
Suffolk. 


Oxfor 4. 


cCeiving it; nevertheleſs, were the 


which might, at ſome future period, prove exceedingly dans 


controul of that Houſe ; miniſters would be no longer reſpot: 


withdrawn; that his noble friend's motion ſhould be recew 


ble Earl's propoſition. 
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for the fake of getting on with the buſineſs of the day, thei 
Lordſhips would admit of a ſmall irregularity, and the nohþ 
Earl would be ſatisfied, he would pledge himſelf to lay befor 
the Houſe, on the day appointed for ** an enquiry into the 
ſtate of the nation“ the papers ſought by the preſent m 
tion, 

Earl of Chatham acknowledged, that he was not very in. 
timately acquainted with the particular forms of the Houf; 
yet he could not but ſee, that they were like to violate all tif 
rules of parliamentary form, if they admitted a miniſter's pro 
miſe to be a full compliance with the orders of that House 
With regard to the noble Earls motion, he ſaid they had ce 
tainly entangled themſelves a little, 2 the mode of n. 

7 offer made by the not 
Earl in office [Lord Suffolk] accepted of, it would inden 
overturn all order ſubſtantially, and would create a precedent 


{ 


gerous, and produce much worſe conſequences than could | 
involved in the fate of the queſtion either way.——1f min 
ſters were to ſubſtitute vague, parole promiſes for parliamen 
tary documents, there would be an end of the conſtitution 


fible ; they would be at liberty at all times to excuſe them 
ſelves, by ſaying, that they promiſed what was not in thet 
power, or what they ought not to have promifed. On thek 
pounds to ſteer clear of the difficulties on either hand, I 

ordſhip adviſed, that the motion of adjournment ſhould 


which, when diſpoſed of, would leave the noble Earl [lo 
Oxford] at liberty to repeat the original motion of adjounglm 
ment. | 
Earl of Saffolk denied, that he had any ſuch intention e 
that imputed to him by the noble Earl, who ſpoke lat. H 
only offered to pledge his word to produce the papers cala en 
for, merely to get rid of the dilemma which the claims of Mr 
two noble Lords ſeemed to have brought the Houſe in 
this being his only motive, he entirely approved of the prop 
ſed expedient ; and chearfully conſented to accede to the of 


The Earl of Abingdon's motion being read by the Chi du | 
cellor, and agreed to. a _ 

The Earl of Oxſerd made his motion to adjourr to the ee 
of January, 1778. | 
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ne when the affairs of this country preſent on every ſide 
oſpects full of awe, terror and impending danger; when, I 
11 be bold to ſay, events of a moſt alarming tendency, little 
pected or foreſeen, will ſhortly happen; when a cloud, that 
a5 cruſh this nation, and bury it in deſtruction for ever, is 
ady to burſt and overwhelm us in ruin. At ſo tremendous 
zaſon, it does not become your Lordſhips, the great here- 
n-iſſeary council of the nation, to neglect your duty; to retire 
your country ſeats for fix weeks, in queſt of joy and merri- 
nt, while the real ſtate of public affairs call for grief, 
durning and lamentation ; at leaft, for the fulleſt exertions 
your wiſdom, It is your duty, .my Lords, as the grand 
reditary council of the nation, to adviſe your ſovereign ; to 
the protectors of your country; to feel your own weight 
d authority, As hereditary counſellors, as members of this 
ouſe, you ſtand between the crown and the people; you 

nie nearer the throne than the other branch of the legiſlature, 
ens your duty to ſurround and protect, to counſel and ſuppli- 
te it; you hold the balance, your duty is to ſee that the 
oMrichts are properly poized, that the balance remains even, 
en at neither may encroach on the other; and that the execu- 
e power may be prevented, by an unconſtitutional exertion 
even conſtitutional authority, from bringing the nation to 
ſtruction. My Lords, I fear we are arrived at the very 
ink of that ſtate ; and I am perſuaded, that nothing ſhort 
vel 2 ſpirited interpoſition on, your part, in giving ſpeedy and 
voleſome advice to your ſovereign, can prevent the people 
om feeling beyond remedy the full effects of that ruin which 
iniſters haye brought upon us. Theſe are the calamitous 
cumſtances. hey wry a haye been the cauſe of ; and ſhall we, 
ſuch a ſtate of things, when every moment. teems with 
ents productive of the moſt fatal narratives; ſhall we truſt, 
ring an adjournment of ſix weeks, to thoſe men who have 
ought thoſe calamities upon us; when perhaps our utter 
erthrow is plotting, nay ripe for execution, without almoſt 
- WPofability of prevention? Ten thouſand brave men have 
len victims to ignorance and raſhneſs. The only army 


Ty nation remains no longer ſafe than its enemies think 
oper to permit. I do not augur ill. Events of a moſt cri- 
al nature may take place before our next meeting. Will 
ur Lordſhips then, in ſuch a ſtate: of things, truſt to the 

| - | guidance 


The Earl of Chatham ſaid, It is not with leſs grief than aſto- f of 
ſament, I hear the motion now made by the noble Earl, at a charban- 


da have in America may, by this time, be no more. This 
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idance of men, who in every ſingle ſtep of this cruel, thi 
wicked war, from the very beginning, have proved themſelyes 
weak, ignorant and miftaken ? I will not ſay, my Lords, ng 
do I mean any thing perſonal, or that they have brought pre. 
meditated ruin on this country. I will not ſuppoſe that they 
foreſaw what has ſince happened; but I de contend, n 
Lords, that their guilt (i will not ſuppoſe it guilt) but they 
want of wiſdom, their incapacity, their temerity in depending 
on their own judgment, or their baſe compliances with the 
orders and dictates of others, perhaps cauſed by the influence 
of one or two individuals, have rendered them totally unwg- 
thy of your Lordſhip's confidence, of the confidence of Par 
liament, and thoſe whoſe rights they are the conſtitution 
uardians of, the people at large. A remonſtrance, 1 
3 ſhould be carried to the throne. The King has ben 
' deluded by his miniſters. They have been impoſed upon ly 
falſe information, or have, from motives beſt known h 
themſelves, given apparent credit to what they were conyit- 
ced in their hearts was untrue, The nation has been be. 
trayed into the ruinous meaſure of an American war by tht 
arts of impoſition, by their own credulity, through the mea 
of falſe hopes, falſe pride and promiſed advantages, of ti 
moſt romantic and improbable nature. My Lords, I do n 
wiſh to call your attention entirely to that point, I wou 
fairly appeal to your own ſentunents, whether I can be juſt 
charged with arrogance or preſumption, if I ſaid, great al 
able as miniſters think themſelves, that all the wiſdom of tis 
nation is confined to the narrow circle of the petty cabin 
I might, I think without preſumption, ſay, that your Lon 
ſhips, as one of the branches of the legiſlature, may be ſupp 
ſed as capable of adviſing your ſovereign, in the moment & 
difficulty and danger, as any leſſer council, compoſed of! 
fewer number; and who, being already ſo fatally truite 
have betrayed a want of honefty, or a want of talents. ls 
my Lords, within the utmoſt ftretch of the moſt ſanguine ed! 
pectation, that the ſame men who have plunged you ve! 
your preſent perilous and calamitous fituation, are the pri onſt 
perſons to reſcue you from it? No, my Lords, ſuch an «FF... 
ctation would be prepoſterous and abſurd. I ſay, P:::, 
. are now ſpecially called upon to interpoſe. I Mit th 
your duty to forego every call of bufineſs and pleaſure; en u 
give up your whole time to enquire into paſt miſconduct; Memt 
provide remedies for the preſent; to prevent future evils; Wie po 
reſt on your arms, if I may uſe the expreſſion, to watch * uno 
| | pub 
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oblic ſafety; to defend and ſupport the throne; and if fate 
hould ſo ordain it, to fall with becoming fortitude, with the 
et of your fellow- ſubjects in the general ruin. I fear this 
aſt muſt be the event of this mad, unjuſt and cruel war. It 
|: your Lordſhips' duty to do wot rm, in your power that 
ſhall not; but, if it muſt be ſo, I truſt your Lordſhips and 
he nation will fall gloriouſly. MS + 
My Lords, as the firſt and moſt immediate obje& of your 
nquiry, I would recommend to you to conſider the true ſtate 
f our home-defence, We have heard much from a noble 
ord in this Houſe, of the ſtate of our navy. I cannot give 
n implicit belief to all I have heard on that important ſub- 
ct. I ftill retain my former opinion relative to the number 
line of- battle ſhips 5 but as an enquiry into the real ſtate 
f the navy is deſtined to be the ſubje& of future confidera- 
on, I do not wifh to hear more about it, till that period ar- 
Ives. I allow in argument, that we have thirty-five ſhips of 
e line fit for actual ſervice. I doubt much whether ſuch a 
drce would give us a full command of the channel, I am 
rtain, if it did, every other part of our poſſeſſions muſt lie 
aked and defenceleſs, in every quarter of the globe. I fear 
ur utter deſtruction is at hand Here and in many other 
arts of his ſpeech, his Lordſhip broadly hinted, that the 
louſe of Bourbon was maditating ſome important and de- 
ve blow near home.] What, my Lords, is the ſtate of 
r military defence ? 1 would not wiſh to expoſe our pre- 
nt weakneſs 3 but weak as we are, if this war ſhould be 
dntinued,” as the public declaration of perſons in high confi- 
nce with their Sovereign would induce us to ſuppoſe, is 
bis nation to be entirely {tripped ? and if it ſhould, would 
very ſoldier now in Britain be ſufficient to give us an equa- 
ty to the force in America? I will maintain they would 
dt; where then will men be procured ? Recruits are not to 
had in this country. Germany will give no more, I have 
ad in the news-papers of this day, and I have reaſon to be- 
ve it to be true, that the head of the Germanic body has re- 
Jonftrated againſt it, and has taken meaſures accordingly to 
event it, Miniſters have, I hear, applied to the Swiſs 
antons, The idea is prepoſterous ! The Swiſs never per- 
It their troops to go beyond ſea, But, my Lords, if even 
en were to be procured in Germany, how will you march 
cm to the water- ſide? Have not our miniſters applied for 
e port of Embden, and has not it been refuſed ? I ſay, you 
l not be able to procure men even for your home-defence, 


if 
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ſion, the moſt cruel and devaſtating war, to - endlave tid 
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if ſome immediate ſteps be not taken. I remember dur 
the laſt war, it was thought adviſable to . levy independey 
companies; they. were, when compleated, formed into bath 
lions, and proved of great ſervice, I lpye the army; I ky 
its uſe ; but I muſt nevertheleſs own, that I was a great frig 
to the meaſure of eſtabliſhing a national militia, I remeg 
ber the laſt war, that there were three camps formed of th 
corps, at once in this kingdom. I ſaw them myſelf; one 
Wincheſter ; another in the Weſt, at Plymouth; an 
third, if I recollect right, at Chatham. [Told he was right 
Whether the militia is at preſent in ſuch a ſtate as to ani 
the valuable purpoſes it did then, or is capable of being 
dered ſo, I will not pretend to ſay; but I ſee no reaſon, wi 
in ſuch a critical ſtate of affairs, the experiment ſhould nat] 
made; and why it may not be put again on the former 
ſpectable footing. I remember, all circumſtances conſidem 
when appearances were not nearly ſo melancholy and alan 
ing as they are, that there were more troops in the county 
Kent alone, for the defence of the kingdom, than there ; 
now in the whole iſland. | L = 
My Lords, I contend, that we have not, nor can procur 
any force ſufficient to ſubdue America. It is monſtrous | 
think of it. There are ſeveral noble Lords preſent, well x 
quainted with military affairs. I call upon any one of the 
to riſe and pledge himſelf, that the military force now with 
the kingdom is adequate to its defence, or that any poſi 
force to be procured from Germany, Switzerland, or d 
where, will be equal to the conqueſt of America. I am 
perfectly perſuaded of their abilities and integrity, to exp 
any ſuch aſſurance from them. Oh! but if America is1 
to be conquered, ſhe may be treated with, Conciliationi 
length thought of; terms are to be offered. Who are i 
perſons that are to treat on the part of this afflifted and i 
luded county? The very men who have been the author 
our misfortunes : the very men who have endeavoured, | 
the moſt pernicious policy, the higheſt injuſtice and oppo u 


people they would conciliate, to gain the confidence and all 
tioa of thoſe who have ſuryived the Indian tomohawki 
German bayonet. Can your Lordſhips entertain the Mh 
diſtant proſpect of ſucceſs from ſuch a treaty and ſuch 19 
tiators? No, my Lords, the Americans have virtue, 

they muſt deteſt the principles of ſuch men; they have! 
derſtanding, and too much wiſdom, to truſt to the cum 
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1 narrow polities which muſt cauſe ſuch overtures on the 
t of the mercileſs perſecutors. My Lords, I maintain, 
n they would ſhun, with a mixture of prudence and de- 
tation, any propofition coming from that quarter. They 

d receive terms from ſuch men, as ſnares to allure and 
ay. They would dread them as ropes meant to be put 

ut their legs, in order to entangle and overthrow them in 
ain ruin. * ee 


WM Lords ſappoſin | g that our domeſtic danger if at all, is 
dj diſtant 0 that our enemies will leave us at liberty to 
ecute this wir to the utmoſt of our ability; ſuppoſe your 


rdſhips ſhould grant a fleet one day, an army another; all 
ſe; 1 do affirm, will avail nothing, unleſs you accompany 
nich advice. Miniſters have been in error; experience 
proved it; and what is worſe, they continue in it. They 
Jydu in the beginning, that 15, ooo men would traverſe 


"America, without ſcarcely an appearance of interruption; 
ES campaigns have paſſed fince they gave us this aſſurance. 
ble that number has been employed; and one of your 


ies, Which compoſed two-thirds of the force by which 
rica was tobe ſubdued, has been totally deftroyed, and is 


"IN |< captive” through thoſe provinces you call rebellious. 
* pſemen, whom you called cowards, poltroons, runaways 


knaves art become victorious over your veteran troops; 
in the midſt of victory, and fluſh of conqueſt, have fer 
ers an example of moderation and magnanimity well 

y imitation. - bs - LG 


rove this diſpoſition in America; unleſs, by an obſtinacy 


h, after all our ſavage treatment, do not ſeem as yet to 
been entirely extinguiſhed. © While on one fide we muſt 


0 ne, and the gallant troops under his command, who were 
ri feed to the wanton temerity and ignorance of miniſters, 
eas ſtrongly compelled on the other to admire and ap- 


 brotherly affection and humanity of the victors, who 
tion to their true authors, ſuppoſed that, as ſoldiers and 


4 ; t duty. They traced the firſt cauſe pf thoſe diabolic 
ul their true ſourde; and, by that wiſe and generous 


Ps IX. 2 inter- 


5 Lords, no time ſhould be loſt which may promiſe to 
ded in madneſs, we with to ſtifle thoſe embers of affection 


e eat the unhappy fate of chat ſpirited officer, Mr. Bur- 


d the generous, magnanimous conduct, the noble friend- 
leſcending to impute the horrid orders of maſſaere and de- 
4 p liſnmen, thofe cruel exceſſes could not have originated 


the General, nor were conſonant to the brave and hu- 
e ſpirit of a Britiſh ſoldier, if not compelled to it as an 


= vos 


Lord 
Oſborne. 


- 
— 


muſt abide the iſſue. I tremble for this country; I am 


ourſelves, Whether or not, the day of retribution is4 
vrho moved it, will have juſt cauſe to repent of his motions 


calamitous ſituation. He 1aid, the motion for adjournij 


the legiſlature ; nor did he think it would at all be prop 
ſhip ſuppoſed, that none of their Lordſhips wiſhed to gel 


on the contrary, if what was generally underſtood, that i 


the report of the deſeat of Mr. Burgoyne, whether the d,. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1% 


interpretation, granted their profeſſed deſtroyers terms of d 
pitulation which they could be only intitled to as the males 
of fair and honourable war. ke rb 12 4 

My Lords, I ſhould not have preſumed to trouble you, 
the tremendous ſtate of this nation did not, in my opini 
make it neceſſary. Such as I have this day deſeribed it to} 
I do maintain it is. The ſame meaſures are ftill perſiſtedix 
and miniſters, becauſe your Lordſhips have been deluded, & 
ceived and miſled, preſume, that whenever the worſt come 
they will be enabled to ſhelter themſelves behind Parliamen 
This, my Lords, cannot -be the caſe : they have commit 
themſelves and their meaſures to the fate of war, and thy 


moſt led to deſpair that we ſhall ever be able to extra 


hand, when the vengeance of a much injured and affif 
people will, I truit, fall heavily on the authors of their ni 
and I am ſtrongly inclined to believe, that before the day 
which the propoſed adjournment ſhall. arrive, the noble! 


Lord Ofbsrne | Marquis of Carmarthen] begged leave 
differ from the noble Earl. He ſaid, there was too m 
truth in what was now advanced, he feared, not to fl 
breaſt of every noble Lord preſent with a proper ſenſe of 


was the uſual motion at this ſeaſon of the year ; nor could 
ſee what poſſible good purpoſe it would anſwer to keep 
Lordſhips in town by ſhort- adjournments ; becauſe no 
mediate meaſures could be taken without the . concurreng 
the other Houſe. This Houſe formed but one brand 


take any lead, but what the conſtitution aſſigned. His l 


of town, to enjoy during the Chriſtmas ſcenes of feſtinl 


ſures of great moment were to be taken under conſidemſte d. 
ſoon after the receſs, he thought that the cloſet, not aua 1 
fectual attendance merely to adjourn, would be the pr ige 
ſcene for their Lordſhips during that period. In the this 


their Lordihips, abſtracted from every extrinſic conul 
tion, would have an opportunity and leiſure to conſider ¶ Med h. 


real ſituation of affairs, and be enabled to decide on th ona! 


feafible and promiſing means of extricating us from ou 
fent difficulties, He could not determine what truth Maio: 


bs true or falſe; different opinions were entertained on the 
dject; but ſuppoſing the tranſaction to be exactly as ſtated 


d better underſtood by their Lordſhips, ſo as to be enabled 
ſorm an opinion upon it. He had ſtill a ſtronger objec- 
n to enter into any diſcuſſion relative to the cauſes of that 


ral, by being eaptive, might be furniſhed with the means of 
King on ſome ground of treaty, which might be acceptable 


e to the ultimate objects of their adverſaries; when both 
Jes being inclined to make conceſhons, matters being thus 
viouſly underſtood, the conteſt has terminated in an ami- 
ble treaty, and finally ended in peace. | 


; 
- 


The Duke of ' Mancheſter ant 


etheir Lordſhips time in their cloſets to conſider of the 
ite of this country, and of the moſt effectual meaſures to 
ing about a conciliation between Great Britain and Ame- 


re pretence for procraſtination. How was it poſſible that 
dw could they turn their thoughts upon meaſures to be pur- 


m, and ignorant of that ſpecies of information, which 


I 


ine with judgment. 


dit was with him at one time a very favourite ſervice. He 
paid it a great deal of attention; but experience had 
wineed him, that he was miſtaken. Some perſons were 
anced in rank without being legally qualified; others 
denied rank, though intitled to it by ſervice and fortune. 


d from, that in the preſent ſtate of the militia, he con- 
ed he had but a very poor opinion of it, in the light of a 
onal defence. He had expen ed ſeveral conſiderable ſums 


Ulappointed ; and thoſe ſums, he was not aſhamed to ac- 
Wedge; were drawn from a fortune far from being amp'e, 


Q 2 His 


the noble Earl, in his opinion, all circumſtances conſidered, 
at affair would be better explained by the General himſelf, 


ntleman's miſcarriage z' and that was, that probably the Ge- 


both parties. Many inſtances were recorded in hiſtory, 
ere captive generals have learned ſomething material rela- 


a, He ſaid, in his opinion it was but little better than a 
noble Lord could decide on a plan yet in embryo? 
d, while they were totally kept in the dark reſpecting 
ald only enable them to deliberate with propriety, or de- 


His Grace was very full on the ſubject of the militia. He 


n were made officers contrary to the literal and ſubſtantia!l 
iſions of the act; in ſhort, the intention of the legiſlature 
this conſtitutional law was ſo often and ſo ſhametully de- 


noney to put that part of it, immediately under his o.] 
ion, upon a reſpectable footing, but found himſelf great- 
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wered the laſt noble Lord on Duke of 
e propriety of adjourning the Parliament, on purpoſe to Mancheſter. 
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ne 


imminent, miniſtry were fo ſhamefully inattentive to its ney 


lity of procuring men from other powers, he next procee 


npon as extremely ill; treated, by thoſe who: committed 
12 | ; 5 on 
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His Grace defired to know what the overthrow of the arny 
under Mr. Burgoyne had to do with his arrival? The Lor 
were not to hold a court- martial on his conduct. It was uf. 
ficient that the ſurrender had happened, to excite the enquin 
of Parliament. | 1 | = 

His Grace hoped that before the adjournment, miniſtry wol 
at leaſt have ſuffered their Lordſhips to have gone home, em 
bled, in ſome degree, to judge of the prapriety of the meaſum 
intended to be purſued, in order to retrieve the honour of the 
nation, by allowing them that kind of information which wou 
give them a proper knowledge of the real tate of public affang 
as, however, his hopes had proved vain, he could not but lament 
the wretched fate of this country, and deplore with the nobl 
Earl, that although its danger became daily more and mc 


ceſſary protection. : 

His — adverted to the impractibility of raiſing mein 
for the ſervice of the war; repeating, that the reſourcy 
from Germany either were at an end, or ſo clogged witiiiihne 
difficulties as to be but little advantageops, and that Swit 
zerland, when ſhe aſſiſted her antient and natural ally, Mn 
French, always ſtipulated, that her troops fhould not bill 
marched within a certain diſtance of the ſea, and that they 
ſhould be within the power of a recall home at a limivdptic 
period. Ruſſia was depended on by. adminiſtration, te 
looked where their expectation could not be anſwered ; Rufiy 
he was well — „Vas on the eve of a freſh rupture wi li. 
the. Porte; and notwithſtanding her ſucceſſes in the H or 
war with the Ottonian empire, ſhe found herſelf ſo mit! 
drained at the end of that war, that ſne was obliged to ve 


cruit her forces immediately. 


Having dwelt for a confiderable time, on the improbabiſ the 
to ſhew, the impractibility pf recruiting in Great Brin 
ſo as to anſwer the purpoſes of proſecuting the war in Amen 

- Recruits would not, if ſent in great numbers, or . 
yond the uſual proportion of recruits to veterans, conſtit 
ſuch an army as could be properly depended on; whid| 
with the reaſons already aſſigned reipeQing the militia, p 


- 


E queſtion, that let us ſtretch our internal reſoma 
pf men and money to the very utmoſt, we ſhould not ene 
able, to meet 22 field, upon equal tem th 
at the opening of the next campaign. His Grace cone b. 
with lamenting the fate of Mr. Burgoyne, whom he loch go 
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p the execution of an expedition, equally mad, imprac- 
able, and abſurd, | 
Earl of Suffolk ſaid, that whatever meaſures he ſup- Earl of 
ned in Parliament, or adviſed his ſovereign in another ell. 
ce to adopt, were, to the beſt of his abilities, intended to 

e his country. He had acted as a member of that Houſe, 
th freedom, ſuch as became his ſituation ; when called 
on in another capacity, he gave his opinion like an honeſt 
mn. He might be miſtaken, or might be in error; but 
xether or no, he was confident he had all . upon 

> pureſt principles of regard for his country. He obſerved, 
at the noble Earl recommended ſhort adjournments, mere- 
for the purpoſe of giving advice to His Majeſty. He 

Id not perceive what poſſible good could accrue from 
h a condut. That Houſe was not competent to recom- 
nd any ſpecific meaſures ; they ſhould have the approba- 
n of the whole legiſlature, Whether for peace, or war, 
> meaſures reſpecting America hitherto had been ſanc- 
ned by Parliament; and he preſumed, to give them efficacy, 
ould be neceſſary to continue to give them the ſame ſanc- 
n to the end. One Houſe of Parliament could not pre- 
id to determine for the other; therefore, in that view, 
> noble Earl's objection to the propriety of the preſent 
tion. of adjournment fell to the ground. It had been 
own out in a former debate, and had been again repeated 
night, that miniſters wanted to ſcreen themſelves behind 
rlament,---Parliament did this; Parliament did that,--- ' 
one of the number, he diſclaimed any ſuch ſubterfuge, 
it had been termed, He believed Parliament heartily ap- 
dyed of the meaſures miniſters propoſed ; he was certain 
people ſaw the neceſſity of them; whenever either one 
the other ſhould think proper to change their opinion, he 
ready to acquieſce; but in ſo doing, he would not be 
gerſtood that he ſought thereby any perſonal indemnity, 
> wiſhed to have his conduct enquired into. He a&ed 
y and openly ; he defired no more than to have his con- 
c as fairly and openly enquired into | 
unerica, it was aſſerted, would never treat with perſong 
do, according to the language of the noble Earl, had en- 2 
woured to oppreſs and enſſave them; but he preſumed, 
enever the time of treaty or negotiation. ſhould arrive, 
it the noble Earl would find himſelf miſtaken. His Lords" 
P had deſcribed the people of America as full of wiſdom 
good ſenſe 3 he doubted not they would, on cool reflee+ 
n, know to diſcriminate between thoſe who all along en- 

| geavoured 
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deavoured to fill them with falſe fears, and inflame the ml 
ſentments of America, which had been created by thoj 
pretended fears and factious harangues, from men who wen 
engaged in defending the rights of the empire, which ha 
been committed to their charge. On the other hand, 
was convinced, that the public here had judgment enoy 
not to truſt their deareſt intereſts to thoſe who had, from 
begihning, been ſolicitous to throw every poſſible impedimei 
in the way of Government; and who, of courſe, had affifie 
all in their power to cauſe thoſe very difficulties they now af 
fe& ſo much to lament. He did not wonder, that ſome noh 
Lords in that Houſe wiſhed for opportunities to adviſe his Mx 
jeſty ; but he could tell thoſe Lords, that their advice woul 
not be called for; they might give it in Parliament, but n 
where elſe. f 85 — 
On the ſuhject of the difficulty of procuring foreiot 
levies, he heard it aflerted with great confidence, that Smt: 
zerland, Holſtein and Denmark had been applied to fi 
troops; and, on a former debate, Sweden. He proteſted, 
* thoſe powers had been applied to, it was without his know: 
ledge ; conſequently, he was free to ſay, they were not; 10 
i they had, would they, he believed, have all refuſed. Itm 
true, difficulties had ariſen the laſt year relative to the fv 
reign troops; ſo they had this; but as, on the former ocas 
fion, they were removed, ſo he flattered himſelf they woull 
on the preſent. The noble Earl had recommended hom 
levies, as ſuppoſing no other were to be had. He did affine 
the noble Earl, that Great-Britain was not deſtitute of f 
reign reſources; but if it were, it had reſources within itil 
The ſpirit of loyalty and ſound patriotiſm, whatever endes 
yours had been made to damp it, was not extinguiſhed. H 
had, within the laſt forty-eight hours, received offers of i 
important nature, without application or ſolicitation, fra 
ſeveral parts of the kingdom, every corner of which was bolk 
able and ready to give aid; and he had ſtrong reaſons to belier 
that they would be followed by many more of the ſame kink 
It was recommended by the noble Earl, who firſt oppoſt 
the motion, to keep that Houle fitting the whole receſs, Vf 
ſhort adjournments, to be at hand in caſe of any importill 
event ; to adviſe his Majeſty, becauſe, ſaid his Lordſhip, ll 
King and people have been miſled and deceived. That tl 
King and the people beſt knew---and, without they wel 
each of opinion, that the cabinet had counſelled infincert} 
and erroneouſly, this argument of his Lordſhip's was el 
_ rirely invalid. If they adjourned, it was not therefore ta 
BYTECY <4 > 10s 
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plied, that they went to revel in ſcenes of pleaſure, which, 
cough the privilege of the ſeaſon, were peculiar only to more 
rtunate periods. They retired to deliberate, not to feaſt ; 


le could not reconcile the inconſiſtencies in the noble Earl's 
padudt and declarations : he himſelf had authoriſed, with his 
nation, enquiries that were to be made on the 2d of Fe- 
mary, and now he wiſhed to fill the interval up with bufineſs 
another and leſs important nature. The noble Earl had 
proached Parliament with being the. ſecret concealment of 
unifters, the ſcreen behind which they had always hitherto 
geltered themſelves ; for his own part, he defpited the re- 
urce, and when a public enquiry ſhould be made, he would 
ruſt his own perſonal exculpation to the juſtice of the Honſe, 
nd the juſtice of the people. He did not condemn men for 
iſhing to adminiſter their council in Parliament, who would 
we no other opportunity of doing it any where elſe; buttill 
tter proofs could be had of the want of ability and integrity 
f adminiſtration than had been offered to-day, he ſhould, as 
ne of the number, look upon himſelf intitled to a ſhare of the 


er ſtrengthened by the approbation of the ſovereign, and a 
ery great majority of the nation, both in and out of Parlia- 
nn | ( 

The preſent motion was no novelty; it was a motion com- 
on to the ſeaſon, with this difference, that it came a few 
Jays earlier than uſual; becauſe the great and neceſſary bufi- 
jels of Parliament had been ſooner diſpatched. That there 
vas no doubt public affairs were in a very critical ſtate, and 
te heartily lamented that they were ſo; but he did not ſee 
any neceſſity for their Lordſhips fitting nog the holidays. 


rin the debate had mentioned, for feſtivity or merriment. 
That the King's ſervants in particular would be fully em- 
ployed during the intervall. 1 

His ö concluded his ſpeech, which was ſpoken in 
eat warmth, with declaring, that the conduct of a 
veerant Congreſs, a Congreſs which no perſon at home knew 
here it had run to, was not to be held up as an object of ex- 
ample to their Lordſhips ; the Earl added, that the ſpirit of a 
great nation was not to be broken by a ſingle misfortune ; 
bat the ſpirit of this country would, he doubted. not, be 
pouled by Mr. Burgoyne's accident; that government itſelf 
ould prepare to proſecute the war with vigour, that the 
Ring's ſervants, however, would, in the receſs of Parliament, 
Bd 74 CON = 
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weigh materially future meaſures, and not to indolence. 


onfidence they had hitherto experienced; a confidence fur-. 


hat the receſs was not deſigned, as the noble Earl who ſpoxe 
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conſider of what terms of conciliation were proper to be hel 
out to America, and that at a proper time they would not ft 
| to offer thoſe terms. BR 3 
Duke t, The Duke of Richmond replied to Lord Suffolk, attackin 
rend. the Earl upon his declarations of ingenuouſneſs, and his di 
5 claiming any defire to ſkreen himſelf behind Parliamem 
His Grace urged the noble Earl to keep his word, and ſay u 
once, and like an honeſt man, what he would adviſe as a pry 
per meaſure to extricate us from our preſent diſgrace and dif 
ficulty. He next attacked him for having ſaid that th 
councils of thoſe Lords who thought differently from t 
King's ſervants, would never be aſked reſpecting the preſex 
ſtate of affairs. He ſaid, it was the height of preſumptu 
for any miniſter to hold ſuch language in that Houſe, Thy 
it was but an ill compliment to the noble Earl, through wi 
exertions, during the laſt war, the glory of this country | 
been.raiſed ſo high, to tell him his opinion was of no weightiiſon 
That his Majeſty had certainly a right to chuſe his ſervant 
but for one of thoſe ſervants to forerun the King's prero mt 
tive, and ſay before their Lordſhips, who his Majeſty wou er 
or would notemploy, was at once indecent-and ufiparliamew 


1 "Hes Grace big the noble Earl remember, that he had butt 
few days ſince ſaid, that he would give their Lordſhips ever 
inſtruction and official paper relative to Mr. Burgoyne, Me: 
ſoon as that officer ſhould arrive, and the time for enquij ini. 
was ripe enough. How could the noble Earl keep his pn 
miſe, if the preſent motion was carried? Was it not a ſon 
dalous trick, a mere device, to ſave his word, and yet avi 
the enquiry, an enquiry of infinite importance to the nation 
it was, to advert to the phraſe he had in the prior debe 
"hs mere jockeyihip : a piece of parliamentary jocke 2 


Having with great ſeverity animadverted on this part of ti 

Earl of Suffolk's ſpeech, his Grace arraigned the cabinet i 

materially inadequate to the purpoſe of planning, or undel!ne 

taking ſuch a war as the preſent, becauſe there was not n 

military man in the council. The want of a military ben. 

to that body, his Grace faid, had been apparent throughdl 

the whole buſineſs, and it was madneſs to purſue it, uu the 

. ſome officer of experience was admitted into the council, ap"! 
would make himſelf anſwerable for the conſequences. / ' * 

With regard to what the noble Marquis had thrown on en 

relative to the other Houſe being adjourned, Were the mei 

bers of that aſſembly to guide the conduct of their * 2 

1.4 | Ve 
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ere they to become the---he had almoſt ſaid---the ſchool- 
afters of that Houſe ?. He hoped their Lordſhips ſaw their 


look for example further than as their conſciences directed. 
The noble Marquis had laid a ſtreſs on General Burgoyne's 


"CSR 


at if what the Gazette and the newſpapers had ſaid was 
ue, reſpecting that officer's publications in America, he did 
t imagine the Americans would be much inclined to treat 
ith him, or hold friendly parley with a man whohad in ſuch 
trayagant terms threatened death aud deſolation to all who 


en publiſhed, and after dwelling for ſome time on their 
dencyz queſtioned the Lords in office pretty cloſely as to 
at they meant by proper terms of conciliation, and when they 
nſidered it a proper time to offer theſe terms, if the preſent 
dment was not that time. His Grace went over the ground 
the old endeavour to treat on Staten Iſland, when the three 
mmiffioners from the Congreſs infiſted on their being con- 
ered as the deputies of independent ſtates as a preliminary, 
din conſequence of that preliminary being refuſed, the 
hole attempt to treat proved abortive, His Grace aſked 
eir Lordſhips if the thirteen colonies were not at this in- 
t independent ſtates, urged the ſtanding out againſt that 
eas a ridiculous and dangerous punctilio, giving it as his 
inion that no terms whatever would be accepted by Ame- 
, unleſs her independency was made the ground-work of 
treaty, | _— 

\s we advice moſt worthy of the attention of the throne, 
was reducible to the following alternative. Were it better 
it the King ſhould ſtill be adviſed by thoſe who had hither- 

ſo groſly 3 him, or by the lords in Parliament, from 

om he might hear the truth ? Thoſe who contended that 

lame ſort of advice ſhould continue to influence the ſo- 

gn, contended in reality that error ſhould prevail. The 
inet counſellors had evinced their inſufficiency in various 

ances, A ſupply of wiſdom was wanting. And ſhould 
[miniſter in that Houſe dare to point out any Lord whoſe 

ce his Majeſty will not receive? The miniſter was guilty 
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puld he venture to ſuggeſt that he had adviſed his Majeſty 
ex& the council of any noble Lord? The miniſter could 
yenture this. It would be a ſpecies of effrontery for 
ch he ſhould be called to an account. If then it would be 
ol. IX. OT R _ Oo 


n importance too properly, and felt for theirdignity too much, 


ming home charged with ſome treaty, the Duke remarked, 


His Grace mentioned the articles of capitulation having 


the greateſt preſumptjon for holding ſach a language, - 
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an inſult to Parliament to proſcribe the advice of any nol 
Lord, who fo proper togive advice in this critical conjungyp 
of affairs, as the illuſtrious Earl, who had already been tf 
ſaviour of his country, and who had illuminated the politicy 
hemiſphere with the rays of England's glory. 

As to the ftate of the nation, the Lords would in time 
poſſeſſed of the papers A to diſcover it. Thus mud 
only was applicable to the preſent purpoſe. The militia 2 
forded but a weak defence; and as to the handſome off 
which had been boaſted by one of the miniſters, it woul 

rove only à broken reed in the hour of extremity. On th 
ap point of hope, confidence would expire. To what h 
the independent companies formerly raifed by noblemen : 
mounted > To only ten battalions, about 000 men. They 
were raiſed when the general ardor of the people was at th 
 kigheft, when men were unanimous in their opinions. Wa 
this the caſe at preſent ? Let the expedient be tried in ordert 
diſcover the multiplicity of diſſentient voices. 

- But admitting that we could raiſe 7000 men, ſuch a nun 
her would not be adequate to our loſſes. From 55,000 ne 
the army in — wy been reduced to 25, 00. A mid 
ealamitous reduction! and fuch as would require more han 
ſome offers than any. which government would receive, ton 
inſtate the loſs. ; | x | 
Terms of accommodation had been hinted: as neceffary! 
be offered at a proper ſeaſon. Of what nature were l 
terms? and when was the proper ſeaſon? The noble Lomi 
office [ Suffolk] had affected a fhew of candour. Why d 
not his actions and his words agree? Why did he not ſpe 
out as a man? He had diſclaimed the idea of fereening hin 
felf behind Parliament, it was equally mean to ſcreen hi 
ſelf behiod the veil of jeſuitical ſeerecy. The noble Lord! 
talked in an lugh-ſtrain of bombaſt about the mighty fup 
macy and the fundamental rights of this country. The bo 
of defeat was not the time for ſuch language. The queſt 
was not what we wiſhed to do in the ſpirit of 8 
what we were able to do by an exertion of ftrength. C 
we conquer America? We could not. We had failed n 
miſerably in the attempt. To talk therefore of a proper 
fon, now: was the time, before we experienced greater al 
mities. We had formerly claimed ſupremacy over Scoth 
by as valid a right of conqueſt as that by which we clan 
up over America; yet tlas chimerical claim had de 
 waycd, and an union had taken place. If we would 
wich America, we could do it only by. waving all clams 


ep nr Ar 8 
premacy, by givir 
is country; we muſt treat with the colonies as independent. 


ed. Before we could regain America, we muſt re- 
nquer it. The fate of Mr. Burgoyne had evinced the folly. 
attempting a conqueſt, If conqueſt were 1mpraQicable,, 
independence of America had been already ſecured, Was 


as. at this moment in a dependent ſtate ? As ſoon as the 
lonies had been declared to be out of the peace of the King, 
ey had formed a plan of government. Protection being 
med, the law of ſelf-preſervation became the rule of duty; 

ode of government founded on the principles of ſelf-pre- 
rvation took place, and continued in efficacy ever ſince; 
lonies at this moment were independent; we mult bring 
em back by conqueſt to a dependent fate. That meaſure 
had already tried and it had been found to be impracti- 
ble, The only meaſure that remained was to negotiate a 
ce with America on theſe terms; admitting her indepen- 
nce, and forming ſuch an alliance, or fœderal union, as 
duld be for the mutual intereſts of both countries. 


d faid about the opinions of the Lords who oppoſed the mo- 
da, which the Duke had applied as if the Earl meant to ſay, 
at his Majeſty would not atk the opinion of thoſe Lords in 
neral who were againſt the motion, and, in particular, that 
opinion of the noble Earl | Lord Chatham] would not be 
xed, The Viſcount declared he underſtood the noble Lord 
ry differently, and that he was ſure no particular applica» 
n of his words was meant when he uttered them. | 


neral Burgoyne's misfortune, and the articles of, capitula- 


artily forry he was forced to believe it, although a proper 
te of that affair had not reached government; with regard 
the latter, he had indeed ſeen them in the „ 
uld the noble Duke think their Lordſhips warranted in 
vceeding to adopt any meaſure of importance upon ſo flight 
round as newſpaper authority? He conceived they would 
of a different opinion; that they would join with him in 
ding it incumbent on that Houſe to have the beſt informa- 
a, and the beſt grounds for its conduct. 

Ka: Some 


up what in the high-flown ſpirit of 
uixotifor miniſters had termed the fundamental rights of 


federal union with America was the utmoſt that could be 


any one of the miniſters who would ſay, that America 


Lord Weymouth replied to tho noble Duke who ſpoke laſt Lord Y7;y- 
d endeavoured to juſtify the noble Earl reſpecting what he 9+ 


In anſwer to what the noble Duke had declared reſpecting 5 


n; with regard to the former, his Lordſhip ſaid he was 
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Some of the noble Lords who had ſpoken in the debay 
had condemned the adjournment---all the Lords, howere, 
who had been anxious for an enquiry into the ſtate of the Na 
tion, were not, he obſerved, of the ſame opinion; a noble an 
learned Lord [Lord Camden} whoſe ſentiments were alway 
ably delivered, and much attended to, and a noble Dui 
Duke of Grafton] who had offered ſome of the motions fo 
the various papers to be laid before the Houſe on the 2d & 
February, had adjourned themſelves: before the preſent dy, 
The Viſcount concluded with declaring that his voice au 
heart were both for peace, as ſoon as it could be made a 
terms which would neither inſult the honour, 4 nor injure Hur 
intereſts of the nation. 

Earl of Shelburne replied to the noble Earl in reffice [Lad 
Suffolk] and reprehended him in ſtrong terms for his preſumption 
(hisword) in ſaying, that che K ing would never call tohis cou 
ſels thoſe who oppoſed the meatures now carrying on again 
America, or thoſe who differed from his preſent ſervants, K 
contended, this was not a language befitting the mouth of anyms 
niſter,orany man, be his ſituation ever ſo high. Thecanſtitut 
reprobated the idea ; it was faying, in ſo many words, tien 
the meſt able and honeſt men were not to be employed acc 
truſted with the executive power, though contrary to the {nh e 
and intereſts of the nation, This government was a popui gt 
government, and in ſome, and many ſituations, left the 9 
tion with the nation at large. He could not therefore co 
ceive how the noble Earl could pretend to controul publ 


opinion, ſo far as to predict what perſons were or were ua 
proper to or would be employed. Such language was nage 
cent, unparliamentary, unjuſtifiable and unconſtitutional: 


The public were deeply intereſted in the choice of miniſtenj 
their deareſt intereſts, their very exiſtence, was, and mi 
ever be, as long as the preſent conſtitution laſts; committedt 
their charge. They ought to know whom they empl 
they ought to be ſatisfied of their ability and integrity; A 
if they ſhould be found w anting in both or either, I truſt, er 
his Lordſhip, they will exerciſe their inherent right, thatq en 


miniſterial election. Ihe public, in and out of Parliament, p 
warranted in inſiſting, that weak or wicked men ſhall no. tt 
employed. The preſent adminiſtration come under that 
ſcription ; they are ignorant, inconſiſtent, ſanguinary, e 


every way incapable and unfit for their ſtations; - and 1 | 
Foes very men, full of þlind confidence and ee Id « 


lens Du r E 


y wiſh to ruin the nation, but in ſuch independent terms 

ſwer for their ſovereign, and impute ſentiments to him to- 

y unbecoming his ſtation, and directly repugnant to the 

ty the conſtitution has preſcribed to him ? | 

His Lordſhip then entered into a view of the abſurd con- 

g of the war. General Howe is ſent into the Jerſies, to 
k Mr. Waſhington in the face, and then turn his back 

on him. Mr, Burgoyne is directed to march to New- 

ork, or to effect a junction with Mr. Howe, Mr. Howe 
5 aboard his ſhips, and after beating to the ſouthward, gets 
the other fide of Philadelphia. In the mean time Mr, 
rrgoyne-is ſurrounded by the Provincials, and applies for 
cour to General Clinton, Mr. Clinton is in the very act 
complying with the requeſt, when he receives an order 
m Mr. Howe, for a reinforcement of 4000 men, to de- 

nd himſelf in his redoubts, in the nezghbourhoodof Phila- 
lphia. What is the effect of this? Burgoyne is ſur- 

nded, and taken priſoner, with his whole army. Clinton 
1 weakened ſo much as probably to ſhare the ſame fate, or at 
aſt the detachment from his army under the command of 
eneral Vaughan is. New-York and Rhode-Iſland of courſe 
come in the moſt imminent danger; and the Provincials, 
every fide victorious, flock to the ſtandard of Mr. Waſh- 
gton, who, by the aid of this additional force, either takes 
Ir. Howe-and his army priſoners, or compels them to go 
joard their veſſels, and take ſhelter in New-York or Great 
itain. This, my Lords, is the general ſtate of our military 
vation, according to the lateſt accounts; and ſuch is it in 
y opinion, that if I do not hear full and ſufficient reaſons for 
is extraordinary conduct, that I proteft I think Mr. Howe 
en ould deſerve to be brought home in chains. His Lordſhip 
noWoved in the ſtrongeſt terms, the bad conduct of the war; the 
tal conſequences of which had even already been of ſuch a 
ture, that the nation ought to have juſtice by a public trial 
d execution of the party really blameable; adding, that if 
e miniſter could make it appear, that General Howe and 
F< ncral Clinton diſobeyed orders, they ought inſtantly both 
put in irons, and ſent home to be tried for their lives; if, 


oP the other hand, it turned out to be the fault of the mini- 


er, that miniſter ſhould be forthwith ſeized, tried and exe- 
ted; indeed nothing ought to be held a palliation of his 
lt, or ſoften the ſeverity of his puniſhment, but a frank 
dd full declaration who it was adviſed him to take a part, or 
commended him to the feryice of his ſovereign at ſuch a 


critical 
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critical juncture, and of ſuch importance to his country, 
which he was ſo ill qualified, to diſcharge the duties. 
He wiſhed not more than any of his colleagues in oppo 
tion, to obtrude himſelf into office. The man who woll 
- eater unſolicited into the ſervice of a perſon, deſerved to hay 
his offers treated with oonteſdt oo 
There was one material reaſon why Parliament ſhoul 
not be adjourned. It was this; Parliament, by attending 
the meaſures, could cafily diſcover the incapacity of the nj 
_ mifters. The ſurrender of General Burgoyne, and the con 
quent diſgrace of the Britiſh. arms, was a fact which it was u 
in the power of ſophiſtry to explain away. Almoſt boy 
men had been reduced to the neceffity of laying down thei 
arms. The whole of the Britiſh northern army had th 
ſurrendered prifoners, and ſome generals of the Provinal 
militia had eſcorted them to Boſton. Some very reſpeRl 
characters, who came over in the Warwick, had proved ti 
truth of this cataſtrophe. A letter had been received fr 
General Fraſer, which contained this expreiſion; I amn 
on a bed of roles, yet I care not for my own perſon.” Sont 
of the moſt reſpeAable officers had foreſeen the calamit 
which would happen to General Burgoyne ; they had rema 
ſtrated to him; but, regardleſs. of their remonſtrances, he h 
ruſhed on, and had met with his fate. 1 
How was this obſtinate purſuit of a very deſperate prop 
to be accounted for? On this principle---the orders to Mi 
Burgoyne were poſitive ; he was to puſh through at any ra 
The orders to General Howe, and thoſe to Mr. Clinton, ye 
not poſiti ve, but diſcretionary. The conſequences had ben 
ſuch as might be expected. General Vaughan had undertakd 
an expedition in which it was very probable that he woul 
ſhare the ſame fate with Mr. Burgoyne. Should a worſe 
bal him, he was not to be pitied. The man who had moſt n 
humanly reduced the town of AÆſopus to afhes, because 
was, in his eſtimation, inhabited by a neſt of villains, fſhoul 
be ſmitten for his cruelty by the ſcourge of juſtice, 
As to the ſtate of the garriſons in America, Genen 
Carleton had only three regiments at Quebec, The laſt 0 
wices from Ticonderoga mention the deplorable fickit 
which prevailed amongſt the troops. 
What had been the ſituation of the affairs? Had t 
ſmalleſt degree of unanimity prevailed amongſt the offices; 
Very far from it. Mr, Clinton had been jealous. of Gene! 


Burgoyne; General Howe had not placed much confident | 


TILL Di E B A T E SS 
"Clintons and General Carleton had ſhewn the utmoſt 
:Ference for all thoſe: gentlemen. Xenophon aſcribes the 
6 of his retreat with the ten thouſand, to the unanimity 
ich prevailed throughout the army, and to the profound de- 
ence which the officers and ſoldiers paid to each other. 
xe oppoſite to this had been the caſe in America. 
Is to terms of conciliation, in treating with the colonies 
peace, the object of independence, like the preamble to a 
ute, ſhould not be mentioned until the body of conditions 
chuſted. One good might reſult from the evil of de- 
; had America not been fo ſucceſsful, ſne would have 
en entirely thrown into the arms of France; ſhe would 


xe ſubmitted to our ty ranny. N 
The faint glimmering of hope ſtill remained. Were we 
ſe, the feeble ray ſhould conduct us, as the ſtar directed the 
agi of the Eaft, to the dwellings of peace. Should war be 
our object, it would be infinitely more conducive even to 
purſuit of that meaſure, for General Howe to treat Ge- 
ral Waſhington, as he did in the Jerſeys, to look at him, and 
urn to winter quarters in New-York. © 1 
To ſuppoſe that America would ever negociate with thoſe 
whoſe ſincerity ſhe could not confide, were to imagine a 
ry vain thing. The negotiating talents of the preſent mi- 
ſters had been already tried. The firit propoſition" of the 
ble Lord [North] in the other Houſe, had only ſubjected 
m to the pity of his friends, and to the ridicule of his ene- 
jes. The project for the eight-one-half per cent. revenue 
dm Nova Scotia, had been laughed at by every cuſtom 


* 


aich the famous commiſſioners had been entruſted, extend- 


ents - . 


om? Let the expedition of Mr. Burgoyne anſwer that 


e overthrow of Mr. Burgoyne was a national misfortune. 
lo great a magnitude, that it was very aſtoniſhing the in- 


n. When General O'Reilly failed in the expedition againſt 
the 


e been the property of our enemies, rather than ſhe would 


uſe officer in the Britiſh dominions. The powers with 
g no further than to grant/pardons, and receive fubmiffions, 
been ſcouted by the Americans. Such proofs had the: - 
nifters given of the ſuper-excellency of their negotiating. 
Had their conduct of the war been marked with the trait of 
eſtion. It had been projected by the raſhneſs of folly, and 
ad been attempted to be executed in the madneſs of deſpair. 


nation of the people had not been rouzed. A difafter of 
| half ſo much conſequence had thrown Spain into confu- 
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5 longer, than whilſt the pooreſt man in the community cou 


as a matter of right. 


the Algerines, he was recalled with indignity; nor could 4 
populace of Madrid be reſtrained from violence on the o, 
fion. - The people of this country were not of ſuch © 
plexional warmth as thoſe of Spain; the loſs of an arny; 
6000 men was a tnfling calamity which hardly occaſions 
rumour in our ſtreets. The good ſenſe of the public had he 
boaſted 4 the miniſters, as affording ſupport to their me 
fures. How many delufive arts had been practiſed to imp 
on the good ſenſe of the nation ? yet the day of enquiry way 
come. Theſe convenient adjournments of Parliament wy 
ſo many preſages that it was near at hand. Miniſters col 
not meet the force of their opponents objections; talk t 
them about the truth, and, like Pilate, they waved the qu 
ſtion, and adjourned the Court. This was treating Par 
ment as a mere engine of ſtate; as neceſſary only for then 

iſtry of edicts. When England ſubmitted to this, her! 
erty would be loſt. The liberty of a free people exiſted: 


demand redreſs of the firſt miniſter in the country; and th 


The Houſe divided. 

Contents 47, 

Non-Contents 179, | 
Adjourned to January 20, 1778. 
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On the 20th of January, 1778, the Earl of Suffolk ia 
before the Houſe a great Number of Papers, con/ifeing of Ke! n 
of the Armies in America, Letters, Sc. from the Commandimi 
Chief. The whole of the Papers, the Reader will find in the Ui 
mous Debates of this Seſſion. 


„ 


January 20. | 
The following papers were not laid before the Houſe of 


ommons. 


By the Commiſſioners for taking Care of Sick and Hurt Seamen. 
Regulations which are to be obſerved by the Priſoners. 


1. GOOD order in all reſpects is to be obſerved by them, 
nd the directions of the keeper and agent are to be obeyed 
ithout murmuring or endeavouring to raiſe any diſcontent 
r mutiny among the priſoners ; much leſs is any priſoner to 
are to offer any menace or inſult, by word or action, to the 
eeper and agent, or > acting under him, upon pain of be- 
g put into cloſer confinement and upon half allowance of 
rovifion, or ſuch other puniſhment as the caſe may deferve, 
dthey are hereby informed, that no perſon has a right to 
at or in any manner ill- treat them, or will be ſuffered to do 
with impunity. a 

2. As orders are given for their being regularly muſtered, it 

expected, that each priſoner ſhall readily anſwer to his 
ame, as often as is required; if any one ſhould wilfully ne- 
lect doing it, the agent has orders to put him upon half al- 
dwance of proviſions for three days. 

3. If the priſon 1s damaged by the priſoners, the expence 
E repairing it will be made good to the Crown, by ſtopping 
alf the accuſtomed allowance of proviſions from all the pri- 
ners, if they refuſe to declare the names of the particular 
rlons who did the damage; but, upon their giving in the 
ames of thoſe perſons to the agent, the delinquents alone will 
en be ſubſiſted with half allowance, till the ſaid expence is 
ade good, and ſuch priſoners will alſo be put into cloſer con- 

ement than uſual. 

4. If any priſoner ſhould be taken in attempting to eſcape, 

after having eſcaped from the priſon, he will be -put into 
ricter confinement, and upon half allowance of proviſions 

r forty days, or as the caſe may deſerve. — | 
ö. As water and tubs for waſhing their linen aud cloaths will 
allowed, the priſoners are adviſed to keep their perſons as 
an as poffible, it being very conducive to good health. 

b. The priſoners are not to fight or quarrel among them- 
Ves, or to raiſe any diſturbance in the priſon, on pain of 

ng put into cloſe confinement, and upon half allowance of 

ol. IX. 8 proviſions, 
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the caſe may deſerve. | 
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proviſions, for ſo long as it ſhall be judged upon repreſents 
tion to us their offences may deſerve. | 

7. The priſoners are expected by turns to ſweep and cley 
the priſon and the priſon-yard, for which purpoſe brooms au 
ſcrapers will be provided and delivered to them by the tur. 
key; thoſe who refuſe will be put upon half allowance fv 
three days, and till they ſubmit to affiſt their fellow-yr. 
ſoners in what is ſo neceſſary for the good of the whole. 

8. The priſoners will be indulged between the hours d 
nine and two o'clock in the day-time, to purchaſe at an opa 
Market, at the gate, ſuch articles of fruit or other refreſh 
ments as they may chuſe, or any articles of cloathing thy 
may be able to purchaſe with ready- money; or they may is. 
form the keeper and agent of ſuch articles of cloathing 
they may ſtand in need of, and have money to pay for, a 
he will take meaſures for their being ſupplied with them, al 
for their not being impoſed upon; but whoever ſhall by ti 
means attempt to procure ſpirituous liquors, or other thing 
improper for priſoners to have, or to deliver or receive aj 
letters unexamined by the agent, will be put upon half ! 
lowance, and puniſhed by confinement likewiſe, as the abit 
of the indulgence may deſerve. | 

9. The priſoners are ordered to be victualled accordingt 
the ſubjoined ſcheme. 

10. For the better ſatisfaction of the priſoners, and « 
means to prevent groundleſs clamour, the priſoners are to! 
permitted to chuſe two of their body, and to change then 
they like, to attend every day at the receipt and weighing, at 
to continue in the cook-room, during the dreſſing and 1i(uin 
of the proviſions, to ſee that they are good in quality, a 
the proportions according to the ſcheme of diet; and if a 
juſt cauſe of complaint of any ſort ariſes, they are in an 
coming manner to make it known to the keeper and agth 
whoſe duty it is to redreſs it as ſoon as poſſible, and if it! 
neglected, the priſoners may write to us; but whoever und 
this pretext fhall make unjuſt complaints will be puniſhed an 
being put upon half allowance, and in cloſer confinement, 


11. As the priſoners are ordered to be victualled in mell 
if it ſhall at any time appear, that notwithſtanding one 
more of any particular meſs ſhall have eſcaped, the remain 
has received the full 'allowance for the whole, by wi 
means the eſcape may be concealed, and an undue * 

2 1 proyilt 


roviſions made, the offenders, upon difeovery, will be put 
non half allowance for forty days. | | 

12. If any of the priſoners ſhould purloin or wilfully de- 
troy their hammocks, bedding, hoſpital-dreſſes, or any 
loathing furniſhed thoſe in want, they will, upon diſcovery, 
e put upon half allowance till the firſt coſt of ſuch articles is 
nade good to the Crown, 


Scheme of Viftualling for Priſoners in Health. 


Days Bear Bread Beef Butter Cheeſe Peaſe 
N Quart Pounds Pounds Ounces Ounces Pint 
w zunday - 1 1 
Monday - — i 1 6 @ 
ueſday - - I 3 4 a © 2 
4 
edneſday - - 1 $$ 0-0 
hurſdaß 1 3 1 2 
Friday — — xr VU SS a Þ» 
"WFeturday 8 = £ xx - © 40s 8 
NN! — — 
7 7 4 ö ( 


greens in lieu, 


N. B. The beer is brewed with eight buſhels of malt to 
ven barrels. ' 
The bread for the priſoners in health is made from flour 
f 75. 64, that for the ſick of 168. 64. 


Regulations for iſſuing Coals and Candles, viz. 


Officers Guard-Room. 
dals, one buſhel a day, from 1ſt October to 31ſt May. 
andles, for the Summer fix months, 1 1b. per week, 
Winter fix months, 1 4 lh. per ditto 
Guard-Room for Private Men. h 
oals, one buſhel a day from iſt October to 31ſt May 
andles for the Summer 6 months, 14 lb. per week, 
Winter 6 months, 23 lb. per ditto. 
| Agent's Office. . | 
als and candles, the ſame as allowed to the ſteward an 
agent at the royal hoſpital at Haſlar. | 
| | Turnkeys. . ; 
als and candles, to be regulated by the quantities furniſh= 


ed the porters at the royal hoſpital, : 
| I 2 Diſpenſary. 
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Diſpenſary. 
Coals and candles, agreeably to the board's directions. 


. 


* 


A Scheme of Diet for the Priſoners in the fick Apartments. 


1. Low diet Water gruel, panada, rice gruel, nil 
pottage or broth, eight ounces of bread (and if butter i 
ordered, two ounces.) For drink, toaſt and water, phtiſy 
or white decoction. 

2. Half die. For breakfaſt, milk pottage ; for dinne, 
half a pound of mutton, ſome light bread pudding, or in lie 
of it ſome greens, a pint of broth, a pound of bread, thre 
pints of ſmall beer. 

3. Full diet——Breakfaſt as above; for dinner one pound 
meat, one pint of broth, one pound of bread, two quarts d 

ſmall beer ; ſupper in the two laſt mentioned diets to bed 
the broth left at dinner, or, if thought neceſſary, to bed 
milk pottage. 

Rice milk, orange whey, orange and lemon water, tamarind 
whey, vinegar whey, balm and ſage tea, to be diſc. 
tionally ordered by the ſurgeon, . 


The titles of the papers were read, and the Houſe ab 


' » Journed to January 23. 


Earl of 
Abingdon. 


1 83. 

Earl of Abingdon, Having a motion of very great conk- 
quence and importance to make to this Houſe, I think it ns 
ceſſary to apprize your Lordſhips of it. 

I am greatly alarmed at the ſpirit that is gone abroad, al 
at the countenance given to that ſpirit, of raiſing, out of th 
medium of Parliament, armies in Great Britain, by perſon 
intereſt and private ſubſcriptions. 

It is therefore my intention, in the courſe of a few days, t 
move, That a day be appointed for ſummoning the judgesti 
attend this Houſe, in order that their opinions may be take 
upon this matter. 

At preſent, I conceive it, my Lords, to be not only 
pugnant to the principles of the conſtitution, but exprebi 


againft the letter of the law. Perhaps I am miſtaken; i! 


am, and this mode of arming the nation be right, I too i 


exert my intereſt for the purpoſe of raifing a regiment ; 1 
1 I | Nj 
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Lords, to go to America, to be hazarded, perhaps devoted, 

t to remain in England, to aſſiſt in protecting our liberties. 

If I am not miſtaken, I ſhall truſt that theſe violent mea- 

res will be immediately ſuppreſſed. 

After ſome converſation, relative to what day the Judges 

ould be ſummoned for their opinion, Tueſday next was 

Freed to. : 

The Duke of Richmond ſtated a complaint againſt the pro- Duke of 
r officer not laying before the Houſe, according to the ad- Rich 
es preſented to his Majeſty before the receſs, the ſeveral 

pers relative to the army, moved for and intended to be ta- 

n into conſideration in a committee on the ſtate of the na- 

pn, Feb, 2. He ſaid, he had been examining the official pa- 

rs laid on the table, in compliance with the addreſſes to his 

lajeſty from that Houſe ; and that he diſcovered ſeveral of 

em bad been omitted, copies of which had been delivered 

at the Houſe of Commons ; and that in order to have a 

aw of them papers, he was obliged to have recourſe to the 

lerk of the other Houſe, who favoured him with a ſight of 

em, and further that they were preſented by the proper 

ficer [Lord Barrington] the very firſt day the Houſe met, 

ter the adjournment. He ſaid there muſt be a negle@ in 

e officer, whoſe buſineſs it was to produce thoſe papers. 

Deſired by Lord Denbigh to point his complaint ſpecifically 

the particular officer who had been guilty of the neglect.] 

is Grace proceeded to obſerve, that in the return laid before 

e other Houſe, Lord Barrington's name appeared at the 

tttom, of courſe it ſeemed to be his fault. [Defired by 

rd Denbigh, if he meant to make it a breach of privilege, 

frame his complaint accordingly. ] His Grace ſaid, the 

pers ſhould have been ſent in before that ; the time was ha- 

ning, when the ſtate of the nation was going to be inqui- 

dinto, which was a buſineſs of the firſt importance : that he 

d miſſed theſe papers, as ſoon as he peruſed the other on the 

ble; but that he had now waited four days in expectation : 
at the addreſs of that Houſe would in the mean time have. = 
en complied with: now finding his hopes were in vain, he -- 
gged ſome noble Lord, a friend to adminiſtration, for he ſaw 
ne of that deſcription preſent, would riſe and give aſſurance 
at the omiſſion would be rectified, otherwiſe it would be- 
me the Houſe to enforce their own order, and call the offi- 
r or officers, in whoſe department it lay, to the bar, to ex- 
an the motives for ſo unproper and diſreſpectful a con- 


The 
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Biſhop of 
Landaff. 


Duke of 
Ricbmend. 


Duke of 
Crafton. 


tions of the noble Lord near him [Lord Denbigh] that! 
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The Biſhop of Landaff [Lord Barrington's brother] f 
the noble Duke ſhould be very careful to be ſufficiently i 
formed, before he brought a public accuſation againſt a 
man; and when he did, to be fully able to prove it. It 
not appear that the noble Lord-alluded to had received any 
ders from that Houſe, or was officially before it : he the 
fore hoped the noble Duke would perceive the impropriety | 
paſſing a cenſure, without having in his power to ſhew it 
well founded. The right reverend prelate then moved, th 
the order might be read, which being accordingly read, | 
obſerved that the motion was for an addreſs, not an ordert 
any official board. I 

The Duke of Richmond, in reply, diſclaimed any ſuch 
tention ; ſaid what he had done, ſo far as related to mentia 
ing Lord Barrington's name, was merely through the ſugg 


well knew the noble Earl's good diſpoſition towards admin 
{tration : and that of courſe he could not ſuſpeCt he was infa 
mal in his complaint, when directed by the noble Earl. 

He obſerved that the contempt ſhewn to the Houſe, 1 
very extraordinary ; that it was indeed very ſtrange, thatn 
a noble Lord in office was preſent who could inform him f 
the preſent miſtake could not have happened, if he had n 
been over-ruled by a noble Lord in office, now abſent fr 
his place [Lord Suffolk] who, inſtead of complying mi 
his motion in the terms it was moved, which was, thatt 
proper officer, &c. do lay before this Houſe, contended th 
the papers ſhould be moved for by way of addreſs to his M 
jeſty, which in fact prevented the centure from being prope 
directed, till it was known where the fault lay. He add 
that this negle& might be of very bad conſequence, a Wiſo» 
would be impoſſible for their Lordſhips to be ſufficiently in 
formed, to enter into the ſtate of the nation, unleſs the delit 
papers were before them long enough to conſider and dig 
them. 

The Duke of Grafton obſerved, that by the correſſi 
dence on the table, relative to what had been tranſacted und 
the powers of the capture act, (16th of George III.) 4 
the commiſhon iſſued under that act, granting certain) 
wers to Lord and General Howe, as commiſhoners to c 
its proviſions into execution, nothing appeared which à 


ſwered the intentions of his motion before the receſs; Mn. 


he had a letter in his hand, the anſwer to which was ciſco* 
in the higheſt degree to the propoſed enquiry, in a commit 
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the ſtate of the nation, which was omitted in the other 
pers now before the Houſe. He well recollected, that no 
pers which might be the means of revealing ſecrets relative 
private negotiation, hints, or advances made on either 
e were ſought by his motion; but the anſwer to the let- 
he wiſhed to be ſubmitted to their Lordſhips, was one 
itten by Lord and Gen. Howe, dated the goth of Novem- 
, and received the zoth of December, 1776. The effect, 
> way or other, of the letter, was long ſince over; affairs 
] entirely changed; the pretenſions on either fide were to- 
y altered ; he therefore hoped, as it could not be pro- 
ive of any inconvenience, with reſpect to America, that 
> noble Earl in office [Lord Suffolk, who now came in] 
huld comply. ; 
Earl of Suffolk reminded the noble Duke, generally, of Farl of 
implied terms of acceding to his motion before the receſs : t. 
d it was impoſſible to know what his Grace's motion 
ght lead to; and that motions which involved in them 
eſtions of conſequence, ſhould never be haftily made, nor 
ged without previous notice. | 
The Duke of Richmond obſerved, the preſſing exigencies Duke of 
the times would not admit of the formalities uſual in more Ric>mend: 
aceable ſeaſons ; that he hoped he would not hear any more 
previous communications, till the ſtate of the nation was 
en into conſideration ; for until that day arrived, he was 
ermined, and wiſhed to be ſo underſtood, that every day 
is to be a day of buſineſs. 
The Duke of Grafton moved to have Lord and General Duke of 
owe's letter of the goth of Nov. read, the anſwer to which, Hon. 
dm hence, was the paper ſought by him. 
Lord Suffolk objected to the reading of it, but the letter Earl of 
as read. Suffolk. 
The Earl of Suffolk then roſe, and aſſured the Houſe 
at he would oppoſe granting a copy of the letter which was 
ntten in anſwer to this. | | 
The Duke of Richmond complained of the defectiveneſs of Duke of 
e papers; particularly the returns of the foreign troops, and Richmond. 
any other matters, he ſaid, beſides, were totally omitted. 
Lord Meymouth replied, that the foreign returns had not Lord 
me into his office, but ſuch of the papers as lay in the of-. 
© of the ſecretary of ſtate, he was certain were now on the 
ble. He deſired the noble Duke to point out the omiſſions, 
cauſe if he did not, he would not knaw how to give the 
cllary directions to enforce the order. 1 

. e 


— — — 
<<» TILES * » * 


. 


not in his Lordſhip's power to remedy in the ordinary cout 


Maſter General of the foreign troops, was arrived in t 


ſent was fully acquainted with the objects wiſhed to bei 
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The Duke of Richmond ſaid now was not the time, it wy 
be firſt proper to examine and conſider the 2 mature) 
but if there was no other objection, their Lordſhips' vil 
impatience to get home to dinner, was with him a ſuffic 
motive, to defer the examination to another day. Adjoum 
to January 26. * 


anuary 26. 8 

The Duke of Richmond obſerved, that ſeveral of the x 
counts moved for before the Chriſtmas receſs, relative to d 
actual ſtate of the army in Great Britain, Ireland, and An 
rica, particularly the latter, were defective. That bla 
were left in many places which ſhould have been filled i 
and were occaſioned by mere neglect or abſolute deſign; t 
he would not undertake to ſay it was the fault of the prop 
officer, for where the defects were moſt glaring, perhaps 
was not in the officer's power to remedy thoſe defects. I 
matter to which he directly pointed, was the total omi 
of the returns of thoſe, who by death, captivity, wound 
deſertion, or fickneſs, were wanting of the foreigners ſerny 
in our army. His Grace wiſhed to be underſtood, as n 
charging any dire& blame on the noble Viſcount who pr 
ſented them. He was ſatisfied that the noble Lord meantt 
be accurate; the omiſhons reſulted from cauſes, which ity 


of buſineſs. He had himſelf been at the War-office : 
found that the defects did not originate there; but if nt 
common courſe of buſineſs what he ſought could not be d 
rained, it was well known that Sir George Oſborne Muſe 


kingdom within few days; therefore, though the comm 
office-forms would not admit of filling up the chaſms mt 
accounts, an application to that gentleman would immediat 
ly draw forth the information he wanted. Every Lord pt 


tained by his motions ; the Houſe had already given its | 
ſanction to their propriety : if, therefore, the ends of ti 
motion were not complied with, it was plain, the will e d- 
the Houſe would be defeated. On this clear ground he hohe 
the Houſe would ſo far recognize their own act, as to sa, 
with him, that every thing neceſſary to ſatisfy that Wb 
ought to be ſought and had. He had no intention of cmblli,... 
raſſing Adminiſtration in what he was about to propoſe; | 
ſought for what was within the ability of Adminiſtration 
grant: one thing, however, might ſtill be defective * b 

b 7 
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t; that was the mode adopted by him for calling forth the 
formation he deſired. To remedy that, he would move for 
e papers in a different manner, though meant ſubſtantially 
anſwer the ſame end. His Grace then acquainted the 
ouſe, that he would move for an account of all the embar- 
tions made from Great-Britain and Ireland, with the num- 
r of land forces deſtined for America, to be laid before that 
oule. This, his Grace obſerved, would give the total of the 
tives and foreigners actually tent to America, He followed 
s with ſtating another motion, reſpecting the recruits ſent . 
m time to time, both commencing the iſt of Auguſt 1774, 

| ending with the laſt monthly returns. Comparing the to- 

s of thoſe accounts with the lateſt returns of thoſe in ac- 

xl ſervice, the difference would preciſely give him the in- 

mation he defired ; that is to ſay, it would give the exact 

mber deficient or loſt, by death, wounds, captivity, ſick- 

s, or deſertion. To put it ſtill further beyond any doubt, 

would move, That an account be laid before that Houſe, 

the greateſt number of troops, forcigners and natives, ſer- 

g reſpectively in America, in the years 1774, 1775, 

b, and 1777, as well as thoſe troops actually in that coun- 

on the Iſt of Auguſt, 1774.“ | 

Lord Wezmouth ſaid he did not know what concluſions the Lord W:y- 

le Duke meant to draw from the information now moved u. 

All he could anſwer was, that as far as he was concer- 

I, he had done all in his power to comply with the terms of 

ſeveral motions made by his Grace, If the defectiveneſs 

the accounts were ſuch as have been ſtated by the noble 

ke, he could not ſay in what manner they could be reme- 

; but this he was certain of, that he was ready and 

ing to co-operate with the noble Duke's intentions, and 

ſenſe of the Houſe. If the foreign returns were not made, 9 
f any other defect appeared, it could not be imputed to b 
neglect in his office; conſequently, he was ready toaccede 65 
dy propoſition, which might promiſe to draw forth the in- 

nation deſired. 

he Duke of Richmond replied, that it was not now in the Duke of 
Emplation of the Houſe what were the concluſions meant Richmond. 
e drawn from the facts which he wiſhed to ſubmit to their 
Whips. The Houſe had called for the information, and 

mas enough in the preſent ſtate of the queſtion, His | l 
© again repeated the circumſtance relative to Sir George = 
mc's being Muſter-Maſter-General of the foreign 7 
s; and ſaid, that gentleman moſt propably had it in his 
or. IX. T power, 
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Duke of 
ETrafion. 


© fickneſs, or deſertion, of the corps, which were ſuppoſed, h 


certainly it was fair in argument and agreeable to 'realon 
pPreſumc, that they were conſcious of their own miſcond 
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power, though perhaps not in an official or minute mane 
to give an account of the loſſes by death, captivity, woung 


RIS nn” 


the laſt returns, to be immediately under his inſpection. Hy 
Grace then made his ſeveral motions, which were agreed 
without a diviſion. 

anuary 27. 

The Duke of Grafton roſe, and moved © That an hunt 
Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he will be graciou 
pleaſed to give directions that there be laid before that Hou 
a Copy of the Anſwer ſent to the Commiffioners for reſtony 
Peace to His Majeſty's Colonies in America, in conſequen 
of their Letter to Lord George Germaine, dated the oth d 
Nov. 1776, excepting ſuch part of the ſame Anſwer as mig 
affect the ſafety of any individual.“ 

The Duke maintained the propriety of his motion on ti 
contents of a letter on the table, from the commiſſior 

Lord and General Howe, to Lord George Germaine, dit 
New-York, 3oth of November, 1777, and received the 
of December ſame year. His Grace, after moving that then 
ter might be read, proceeded to expatiate on its contents, al 
* out the neceſſity of complying with his motion. 

aps, ſaid his Grace, if the anſwer had been ſuch as wouldh 
encouraged the commiffioners to have declared the provi 
at the King's peace, and that the ſame had been followed! 
certain acts of grace and favour, either hy obtaining m 
extenſive powers from Parliament, or even from the appart 
neceſſity, of adopting healing meaſures, of exceeding t 
powers already granted, the fatal conſequences which 
happened, would have never taken place. His motion! 
therefore directed to draw forth the anſwer to this letter.! 
eommiſſioners doubted their own powers, they till doutt 
more as to the propriety of exerciſing what they already 
ſeſſed. They feared, that a ſtrict but juſtifiable exercik| 
them would defeat the great objects of the act, which cre 
the powers under which they acted, that of diſtreſſing 
trade of America, and thereby compelling them to retum 
their duty. The conduct of miniſters on this occaſiot 
contended was what determined the fate of the ſubſeqi 
meaſure ; if it was wiſe, prudent, and expedient, they cd 
have no objection to ſubmit the motives they acted upol 
the conſideration of the Houſe ; if they refuſed it, then" 
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q now wanted to avail themſelves of their influence in that 


blic affairs, in general, which he looked upon to be ex- 
-mely hazardous and critical; perhaps he was miſtaken, and 
at he had been miſled by a fimilar ſpirit of deluſion to that 
hich he charged on adminiſtration ; perhaps his opinions 
ative to the exiſtence of national calamities, were imagina- 
; perhaps public credit was not rapidly on the decline, 
ſtocks were not falling, our enemies were not meditating 
e important blow againſt us, and we were not a divided, 
rrupt people. Be theſe things as they may, at all events, 
recommended to their Lordſhips to get at information. 
was our misfortune from the beginning to be debarred from 
information. The matter now alluded to exhibited, in his 
inion, one more fatal proof of it. And as the firſt effort 
return into the right path, he conjured Parliament to inſiſt 
having information; and aſſured miniſters, if they acted 
phe, that it was the only method of ſecuring that public con- 
nce, they ſo loudly boaſted being in the poſſeſſion of. 


| to the commiſſionersꝰ conduct, under an authority which 
Il exiſted 5 that the commiſſion was yet in force; that the 

neral and Admiral were at this moment acting under it; 
at it could not be warrantable to diſcloſe, in the courſe of 
important a buſineſs, the ſteps which had been taken, and 
ich were yet in progreſs. When the motion of the Duke 
ative to the papers already before the Houſe was made, 
vious to the receſs, he had role to declare, that, for one, 
ſhould object to any papers being produced which referred 
rely to correſpondence ; that the paper in queſtion was not 
for public peruſal ; that the nature of it might eaſily be 
ected out of the letter to which it was a reply, and there- 
e he gave his negative to the motion. 


- te reply to the commiſſioners? letter. He reminded their 
A Fohips that the act, giving power to the commiſſioners, 
of paſſed ſo long ago as December 1770, and that they were 


ſitting in debate, January 1778, without having had one 

ance of the effect, much more of the ſuccels of the com- 

lon laid before them by the King's ſervants. That now, 

n an opportunity offered ＋ their getting at ſome know - 
4 | 


ledge 


louſe to ſcreen it from the public eye, From the queſtion 
is Grace digreſſed into a ſhort view of the preſent ſtate of 


Earl of Suffolk begged their Lordſhips to recolleR, that the Karl ef 
per defired by the noble Duke who made the motion, refer- l. 


he Duke of Graften declared, that the noble Earl had not Duke of 
anced one reaſonable objection to the Houſe having a fight HH en, 
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from the commiſſion which their Lordſhips had been fo conh, 


much the boaſt of the King's ſervants. The very letter wid 


miſſioners had themſelves ſent home word, that their commil 


King's ſervants adopted it. His Grace ironically ran throuf nh: 
' a ſeries of arguments, to prove that the war had been follom 


name of Parliament, he ſaid, had been borrowed to cob 


"PARLIAMENTARY A. 15 
ledge of the ſteps taken by government to produce that 900 


dently aſſured it would be the cauſe of, when they were per. 
ſuaded to give their votes for it, they were precluded from: 
uſe of it, and were denied a fight of a paper particularly n 
ceſſary; at the ſame time the King's ſervants had not a fy. 
gle argument to offer in juſtification of their witholding i 
that either rivetted conviction, or had plauſibility for its ſup- 
rt. | | 
His Grace enlarged upon the ground of complaint, f 
miniſtry's refuſal, during the whole of the unhappy wary 
which we were involved, to afford Parliament the proper in- 
formation, and to let them know what ſteps were really take 
for the reſtoration of peace to America, which had been 


CH wy 
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had been read at the table, the Duke declared ought to ha 
been produced to their Lordſhips at the time it was received 
it might have ſuggeſted to the Houſe, that the powers giv 
to the commiſſioners were inadequate to the purpoſes for vier 
the commiſſion was granted, and ſteps might then have bn 
taken to amend and rectify the defects. So far, hower, 
were miniſters from taking this prudent meaſure, that the 
Lordſhips were ſuffered to fit during the whole of a very lg 
ſeſſion, without its being once hinted to them, that the com 


ſion was ineffectual. An idea had gone abroad, horrid, el 


to entertain a thought of, much more to mention in a 


ment, that it mattered not who were ſelected from the lone 
dregs of the people; whether they were the moſt unprind 
7 and abandoned beings in exiſtence, for that the King 1 

is friends could carry on the war and govern the kingdatt 
This idea the Duke reprobated as one of the moſt alarm 
and dangerous that could be entertained among the peo bei 
and particularly injurious to the welfare of the nation, ift 


with no loſs to the public, no injury to individuals; that eg 
ſtocks had not ſunk conſiderably, and that the national c 
dit was not in the leaſt affected. The Duke, at length, co 
cluded with ſolemnly urging their Lordſhips to remember, He 
the preſent was a moſt ſerious moment, and that upon the fl 
of the reſolves of Parliament it now reſted, whether 
ſhould have even the ſhadow of a conſtitution left; d 
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thoſe iniquitous meaſures to which alone were to be aſcribed 

«loſs of America, and the dreadful loſs of blood and mo- 

Yor. y which had enſued in the fruitleſs and impolitic endeayours 

n oF covernment to regain it. Parliament was held out as a 

reen for bad men and bad meaſures ; the fact was, Parlia- 

ent had ſanctified much iniquity, without being in itſelf ini- 
tous ; Parliament however, was not to blame, as both 

und been deprived of every opportunity of ſeeing their way, 
been deluded into an agreement with meaſures, which, 

| they known how matters really ſtood, they certainly ne- 
rn: would have conſented to. | 

Earl of Suffolk diſclaimed the charge of the King's ſervants Earl of 
ving witheld information from Parliament; on the con- Set. 
ary he declared, that whenever they had been applied to by 

ther Houſe for intelligence, and that intelligence was of a 
tore proper to be communicated, they had uniformly given 

He bid their Lordſhips recollect how readily they had in 
rac preſent ſeſſion granted every paper defired, except where 

ere was ſome particular and forcible objection againſt ſuch 
nduct. 

The Earl acknowledged that the preſent was certainly a 

oft calamitous and unhappy war, and he thence inferred, 

at it behoved the King's miniſters, pending ſuch a war, 

be exceedingly careful reſpecting the communication of 

e ſteps taken to put an end to it, to the public; that the 

ble Duke who made the motion, was, he truſted, perfect- 
aware of this circumſtance. With regard to the idea of 

ne not being a matter of moment who were the miniſters, or 

n what low order of the people they were ſelected, the idea 

as altogether new to him, and he was ſure, by no means 
plicable to thoſe who now had the honour to ſerve the King. 

ni e bad already aſſigned his reaſons for not conſenting to the 

per in queſtion being laid before the Houſe, and it ſtruck 

m that reading the letter of the 20th of September, would 

ntirm their Lordſhips in his opinion. | | 
The Duke of Grafton repeated his arguments, that it was Duke of 
ogether unjuſtifiable to withold the paper mentioned in his . 
otion, and bid the miniſters recoll=& that a day of enquiry 

ud not be avoided ; that the neceſſity of affairs would 

ce the people to demand it, and then thoſe who now denied 
wlament the information they defired, would poſſibly be 

Lined to lament their refuſal, and to wiſh they had been 


ore explicit. 
5 The. 


14 
Duke of 


Ricbmond, ho ſpoke laſt, that this was a moſt ſerious moment for Grey 
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The Duke of Richmond ſaid he agreed with the noble D 


Britain, ſo ſerious that all the powers of language, and d 
the force of oratory, could not ſufficiently deſcribe its yg 
importance. His Grace, after explaining the objects of ty 
commiſſion ſent out, to be carried into execution, and th 
Intention of the prohibitory law, which created the pom 
under which the commiſſioners were to act, his Grace beg 
the debate de neva. He ſaid, the letter of the goth of Ni 
vember contained two important matters. It informed 2 
miniſtration, that a proclamation had been iſſued, under th 
faith of which great numbers ſubmitted ; and through the ne 
dium of their legal governor, General Tryon, defired to 
reſtored to the King's peace, The commiſſioners further i 
ted the ſituation of the colony to be ſuch as not to admit d 
z compliance with this requeſt ; becauſe, if granted, it woul 
defeat, by a partial reſtoration of the former ſtate of thing 
the great objects of the act, particularly that of prohibitig 
the commerce of the other colonies. Here then was the dilen 
ma Lord and General Howe found themſelves in. They ha 
iſſued a proclamation, offering certain conditions of par 
and protection; but when they were called upon, they pe 
ceived an almoſt inſurmountable obſtacle in the way. Wha 
did they do ? They ftated the particulars in the letter of th 
zoth of November; they applied to adminiſtration for ad 
rection what to do, Then, ſaid his Grace, what can be mot 
worthy the attention of this Houſe, than to learn the condut 
of miniſters, on ſo critical and important an occaſion ? Tit 
royal word was pledged in the proclamation, that the cond He 
tions contained in it ſhould be faithfully fulfilled. . The roy 
word thus pledged was broken; for neither then, nor m 
this hour, have the conditions been fulfilled, It was this un 
form breach of faith, on our part, which firſt made Amen. 


ca jealous and ſuſpicious. The colonies could not truſt to ou uf 
aſſurances on any occaſion ; conſequentiy, when they four + 
that no grounds of accommodation were offered, and tic 


even the preliminary offers of amity were falſified in the wege. 
inſtant they were made; ſuch as were not really compelled u 
ſubmit, thought it in every reſpect much better to truſt K 
reſiſtance, than accept of terms which experience had taugl 
them were not meant to be kept. He ſaid, he did not met 


' to contend, that be the anſwer what it might, it would hain 


been productive of a general pacification; it might, or migb 
not; but che point he contended was that the royal _ 
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NS. to have been kept inviolate. He further obſerved, 
ent ne thought the argument raiſed by the noble Lord in 
n office, on the letter of the 2oth of September, was 
oewhat extraordinary. It went to prove, that a ſubſequent 
inſaction was to be governed by circumſtances which had 
ned fix weeks before. 


t anſwer the expectations of the noble Duke, nor any of 
e Lords who had ſupported his motion. In reply to the 
aſoning of the laſt noble Duke, relative to the imputation 
inſincerity, and breach of faith, in not declaring the pro- 
Orce at the King's peace, he believed, if his Grace would 
k collect the contents of the proclamation, he would diſco- 
tr, chat it held out no more than a granting of pardon, and 
general amneſty for what had paſſed on a peaceable return 
the inhabitants under their ſeveral defcriptions, to their 
rellings, [Here he was told he was wrong, by the Duke 
Richmond, for that the reſtoration of their commerce 
s one of the conditions held out in the proclamation. ] His 
ao aſnip ſaid, allowing the fact to be true, it would never be 
u derſtood that the ſubmiſſion of individuals would entitle 
ae whole province to be at the King's peace. It was a gene- 
ſubmiſſion, not a partial one, which was to entitle the 
vince of New Vork, or any other province to the reſtora- 
on of commerce. Was that the caſe, in the inſtance allu- 
dto ? Did not the letter of the 30th of November ſtate the 
ret contrary ? It ſtated, that a very ſmall part of the pro- 
nee had ſubmitted, and athgned that as a reaſon why the 
hole was not declared at the peace of the King, and why an 
(mediate reſtoration of commerce was not the conſequence 
that partial ſubmiſſion. 


the proclamation. The act, the commiſſion, and the in- 
ſuctions, ſpoke a different language. Perſons bearing arms; 


ade uſe of in the proclamation) and ſeverall other deſcrip-- 
dns of men, were defired to return peaceably to their dwel- 
ps; and on ſuch peaceable ſubmiſſion they were promiſed 
t only pardon and protection, but a reſtoration of their 
mnerce, and all the other rights formerly enjoyed by them. 
m was the tenor and obvious ſenſe of the proclamation. 
2 Could; 


e faith of Parliament, be the conſequences what they might, 


ders who had acted under uſurped powers (the very phraſe 
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Lord Weymouth ſaid, that if the paper which it pointed to Lord Wye 
2s made public, he believed that the contents of it would month. 


1B The Earl of Dartmouth inſiſted that it was the moſt forced Earl of : 
nſtruQtion he ever heard, which was now put on the terms Portmourbe 


Could, then, any noble Lord imagine, that unleſs the w 
ol uſurped rights therein ſpecially mentioned, had returnedy 


Puke of 
Richmond . 


Duke of 
Grafton. 


province, including thoſe who had claimed and exerciſed tif 


its duty: and until the civil government was reſtored on ig 
former footing, that it ever was in the contemplation of Px; 
liament to declare any ſuch colony or province at the Ki 
peace? No; the idea was abſurd and prepoſterous ; ſuch 
thing was never intended. It would, indeed, as it was wel 
obſerved in the letter, defeat the great objects of the al 
both partially and generally. If that was the caſe, a formi 
ſubmiſſion of a few individuals would effect the bufinek; 
and experience had proved how very little perſonal ſubmil. 
ſions were to be relied upon, as many who had taken the oaty 
under the proclamation were found ſlain in battie, with ther 
pardons in their pockets, fighting againſt the power they ha 
ſworn allegiance to. On theſe grounds he was induced u 
believe, that the only ſolid object of the commiſſion was, u 
reſtore commerce on a deſertion of the uſurped powers, whid 
had been ſeverally exerciſed by their provincial congrelſe; 
committees, and county-meetings. 

The Duke of Richmond replied, that even according to tie 
explanation of the noble Lord who ſpoke laft, the condition 
of the proclamation were not fulfilled ; for it appeared in the 
diſpatch alluded to by the noble Lord in high office [Lod 
Suffolk] that the inhabitants of Vork-Iſland, of the King. 
and Queen's and Cheſter counties, had actually ſubmitted 
under the faith of the proclamation, but had not reaped the 
advantages which it held out: he ſhould therefore be glal 
to know what other deſcription of men were intended? Wer 
the whole body of thoſe diſtricts, or counties, the governing 

owers, or were they not? 

The Duke of Grafton obſerved, that the noble Lord who 
ſpoke early in the debate [| Lord Suffolk] ſaid, that the a. 
ſwer now * was improper to be laid before the Hout 
The noble Viſcount [Lord Weymouth] who ſpoke lately 
ſaid, that probably, if the contents of the letter were matt 
public, it would turn out very different to the expectation 
formed on this fide of the Houſe : and another noble Lord 
who ſpoke later [Lord Dartmouth] ſeemed to acknowledge 
his total ignorance of the purport of the letter in quelſcion 
Among ſuch diſcordant opinions of perſons; ſuppoſed to be 
all acquainted with the ſame matter, he was inclined to {us 


pect what he belieyed was often the caſe, that the buſinei 
| wa 
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rs totally neglected, and that no ſuch letter as he had now 
oved for ever exiſted, He explained the conduct of the 
ble Lords in this manner, in order to reconcile what was 
herwiſe not to be accounted for; for how was it poſſible to 
pnceive that, if any ſuch letter was written, the three noble 
ords hould differ ſo widely as to its contents, or have for- 
ten its purport, He obferved, that the noble Lords who 
poſed the motion ſo ſtrenuouſly, had all done it on the 
round of a precedent promiſe, ſuppoſed or implied. He now 
gged leave to object to any argument which might be built 
that ſuppoſition. He madea motion before Chriſtmas, it 
as true; and papers were given, in purſuance of that motion. 
e now made another motion; and hoped it would not be 
id, that if proper to be agreed to on its own merits, 
eir Lordſhips would look upon themſelves bound by an 
ecedent engagement of his. The queſtion fairly was, Is 
le paper defired neceſſary, or is it not? If it be, it ought to 
produced; if not, the motion ſhould be rejected. 
Lord Weymouth deſired to explain himſelf, in reply to what 15,0 Wey- 
ad been offered by the noble Duke who ſpoke laft : He ſaid tb. 
did not ſee that there was any diſcordancy of opinion be- 
reen him and the noble Lord who ſpoke early on the ſame 
de [Lord Suffolk. ] That noble Lord faid, it would be im- 
oper to make the letter moved for public. He ſaid, that if 
was made public, it would not anſwer the expectations of 
doſe who wiſhed to have it produced. He could not ſee there 
as any repugnancy in all this: for though it might not be 
rudent to diſcloſe its contents, yet they might be of ſuch 
nature as not to anſwer the expectations of thoſe who hoped 
at a ſuitable anſwer would have been productive of the 
joft happy effects. In reply to the other noble Duke he ob- 
reed, that moſt certainly the act, inſtruftions, and procla- 
ation, all imported the ſame thing; which was the return 
| the whole province to its allegiance, before a reſtoration of 
dmmerce: could take place. TIO 
The Earl of Dartmouth explained himſelf in the ſame man- Ip" 
our; and {aid ; he did not look upon himſelf obliged to give 3 
is ſentiments on the letter; becauſe he was clearly of opinion, 
at the contents of it, at preſent, were no fit ſubject for par- 
amentary diſcuſhon, | ö | 
The Duke of Richmond concluded this debate ; with ſaying, 8 
2 whole province was the preciſe deſcription which was to —_—_ 
Try the terms of the proclamation into effect, then he had a 
vu in point to produce, which was a letter from Lord and Ge- 
Vo L, IX, U | neral 
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neral Howe, dated the 22d December, the ſame year, which 
poſitively aſſerts, that the whole province of Jerſey, bu 
a very inconſiderable part, was then returned to their 4. 
legiance. If this fact was granted, then the terms of th: 
proclamation were not fulfilled : a whole province had returg. 
ed to its duty, yet from that day to this it was never d. 
clared at the King's peace, nor was its commerce reſtored, 


The motion paſſed in the negative, without a diviſion, | 


Earl of The Earl of Abingdon. ee now aſſembled, in conſe 
| Abingdn. quence of the notice | gave your Lordſhips of my intention u 
make a motion to this Houſe, I think, that the high impor 
tance of the motion itſelf, will render any ſupport my abll. 
ties can give it uſeleſs, and unneceſſary. | 
It is ſufficient for me, that I feel myſelf actuated by a 
honeſt zeal (for honeſt I will call it) for the ſalvation of ny 
country, in theſe times of the moſt dangerous experiments; 
it is to your Lordſhips? better underftandings, that I mi 
ſubmit, On this ground then, my Lords, and becauf] 
hold it to be the privilege of every noble Lord of this Hout 
to call for the advice of the judges in point of law, I ſhi 
preſume to make the following motion. | 
% "That a day be fixed for ſummoning the judges to atten 
this Houſe, in order to take their opinions upon the preſet 
mode of raifing troops, without the authority of Para. 


ment.” ; h 
Lord Cha- The Lord Chancellor roſe, and objected, on ſeveral grounds 
celler, to the informality of the motion. He ſaid, no inſtance wi 


yet recorded in Parliament of any ſuch motion being receive 
hat the judges had no voice in that Houſe, nor were el 
preſent in debate; nor at any other time, in the manner no 
attempted; unleſs ſpecially called upon. That when 19 
were called upon, it was to decide upon matters of mil 
law, and upon queſtions previouſly framed ; which queſtion 
were ſuppoſed to ariſe from facts already proved to the fatis 
tion of the Houſe, Was that the caſe now? Was there u 
fact whatever ſtated to the Houſe, on which a queſtion « 
law could ariſe ? Not one, nor one even ſuggeſted. Ont 
ground of informality, he contended that the motion 


highly improper : nor could it be entertained for an nity 


conformably-to the eſtabliſhed uſage of Parliament. 

His Lordſhip then ſaid, the annual act paſſed every {efiv 
called the mutiny act, became neceſlary ; becauſe in time 
peace, no ſtanding army could be kept up within the king 
Ms 2 
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g 
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m, without the conſent of Parliament. The laſt act empo- 

red his Majeſty to raiſe twenty thouſand men. In that view 

the queſtion, if it ſhould come out in proof, which was a 

N within his own knowledge, that including the levies made 

ring the receſs, the whole of the troops within the king- 

did not amount. to 20,000 men ; then the meaſure, to 

ich the motion was directed, was perfectly juſtifiable ; for 

mutiny act had been literally and rigidly complied with. 

fides, though the matter had not been juſt as he ſtated it, 

> Houſe, could not properly take cognizance of the affair. 

> underſtood, a noble ee in the other Houſe | Lord Bar- 

jzton] who prefides over the war department, had already 

ered in eſtimates of troops propoſed to be raiſed ; there- 

e, tho the number ſhould exceed 20,000 men, the embody- 

and regimenting of them would not take place till the 

aſure had received a parliamentary ſanction. If recruiting 
ries had been out, or men had been propoſed to be raiſed, 
was uſual _ day ; preparations 1n the recruiting ſervice 


ere pere ecauſe it was not the very inſtant men were 
ted for actual ſervice that they were recruited, He con- 
un ed with ſaying, that the bill of rights declared, that to 


pa ſtanding army within the kingdom, in time of peace, 

s contrary to law; but the preſent not being a time of 

ace, that proviſion in the declaration of rights did not ap- 

7; for what noble Lord would riſe and ſay, that we were 

t at preſent in a ſtate of war, and that of the moſt impor- 

t and eventful nature? He wiſhed the noble Earl would 

thdraw his motion. | 3 Tad of © 

The Earl of Suffolk ſaid, he ſhould be againſt it on the Suffolk. 

dund of expediency, — Ld. Camden. 

ord Camden reprehended the noble Earl for making uſe of 

term expediency 5 recommended to have the motion with- 

wn; ſaid it well deſerved their Lordſhips? moſt ſerious 

ention, as it was, in point of conſtitutional effect, of a moſt 

sous and important nature. He begged leave to lay in his 

eum thus early, to be underſtood that the queſtion did not 

within the very narrow limits which had been affigned to 

n the noble Lord on the woolſack. It ſeemed to him, to 
tt materially affect the privileges of Parliament. He had 

et digeſted his thoughts on the ſubject, but from its 

ed appearance and the arguments which came in ſupport \ 

tfrom the woolſack, the conſequence of thoſe arguments 

uld lead in his opinion, to the utter ſubverſion of the con- 

tion, On that ground, he could venture, in the firſt in- 

| U 2: ſtanee 


Earl of 
E Fgban . 


Duke of queſtion introduced into that Houſe, 


- unconſtitutional, but a high violation of the fundament 
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ſtance, to pledge himſelf, that he would prove that no 6g 
power, under any pretence, could be exerciſed, without th 
previous conſent of Parliament. But if there could, | 
would be the moſt irrefragable argument with their -Lordjhiy 
he preſumed, to do every thing, which depended upon then 
to apply a ſpeedy and effectual remedy, His Lordi 
further contended, that the queſtion was of the firſt magi. 
tude, and called tor the moſt ample and folemn diſcuſſon 
the meaſure of raiſing troops, without the conſent, ar 
during the fitting of Parliament, was not only illegal, 2 


privileges of Parliament. Jo judge of the neceffitics of th 
ſtate, in point of meaſures offenſive or defenſive, and u 
make proviſions accordingly, was of the very eſſence of Py. 
liament; to take any meature therefore, while the Pali 
ment was in being, and of courſe in an active, and not pafhy 
ſtate, without previous information, conſultation, and adviq 
was an act little ſhort of ſuperſeding its authority, and finy 
ping it of its rights. 
The Earl of Effingham diſapproved of withdrawing the m 
tion; ſaid he would be better pleaſed to meet the negati 
directly, than have the queſtion, after full notice given, pol 
oned. If adminiftration meant to oppoſe it, they, it migl 
be preſumed, would not change their intentions, in the ſp 
of a few days. His Lordſhip being reminded, that the at 
tion was already withdrawn, inſiſted nevertheleſs, as a pt 
of Parliament, on his right to give his fentiments, upon ea 


The Duke of Richmond declared, that the judges were h 
attendants of the Houſe, and entered into an inveſtigationt 
the different import of the word attendance, diſtinguiſte 
from the word af/i/tance, as uſed in the journals of the Hol 
deducing from thence, an argument, that the judges 
whom the word attendance was always applied, in ftrict cat 
pliance with their duty, ſhould give daily attendance ; but! 
account of their other important avocations, that attencat 
was excuſed, and they were never expected to be preſent, u 
leſs ſpecially ſummoned. His Grace contended, that a f 
tion for the attendance of the judges, by any noble Lor 
his place, was a motion granted as a matter of courſe cl 
prized within the ftanding order of the Houſe ; and that 
was contrary to parliamentary cuſtoms to refuſe it. W 
regard to the preſent motion, it was highly neceſſary be f 
that the judges? opinions ſhould be had. . Government * 
flattered, aſſiſted, and ſupported by Jacobites, _ ; 

Ds 5 1 1 1 1 ou 


e AE 


ohlanders, who were now raiſing large levies of men, for 
- ſupport of meaſures, which had proved to be exceeding- 
injurious to the intereſt and the honour of Great-Britain : 
at this was a new and a very alarming caſe; that therefore it 
s well worth the enquiry of their Lordſhips, and if found 


arbs intended motion, arguing that from what he knew of 
epreſent ſtate of the army, and the neceffity for having as 
any men as could poſſibly be collected, for the public ſer- 
e; in all probability, the ſummoning the judges, for the 
poſes declared in the motion, would not appear expedient 
this moment; and that he, for one, ſhould put his nega- 
e upon it. ; 


g troops, altogether new, and apparently unconſtitutional, 
ere publicly practiſed, upon a Lord of that Houſe ſtating 
s doubts as to the legality of the manner of raiſing levies, 
cir Lordihips were to be told by one of the King's ſervants 
the inexpediency of attempting to ſolve thoſe doubts, and 
that ground only the attempt was to be fruſtrated ; an at- 
mpt which went to an aſcertainment, whether the conſtitu- 
on was or was not to be endangered. The Earl declared, 
, for one, had arrived in town only the preceding evening, 
d had not found time ſufficiently to inveſtigate the ſubje& 
which the noble Earl who made the motion grounded his 
dubts; but that the noble Earl had done him the hogour to 
dmmunicate his opinion to him, and that he clearly ſaw the 
pble Earl meant to confider a grand conſtitutional point 
at therefore he had attended: that he conceived the ſummon- 
ig the judges to be a motion of courſe, and although he was 
ot willing to do the public ſo much diſſervice, aswantonly to 
hort with their property, by calling for the judges without 
caſion, he could not conceive that their attendance for one 
ay could be a matter of great inconvenience, eſpecially as he 
blerved that the chief juſtice (before whom as much buſineſs 
me as before any one judge) found time to attend the buſi- 
es of the Houſe pretty conſtantly, and ſcarcely ever failed 
ben any queſtion was to be put in the fate of which govern- 
ent was concerned. Not (ſays his Lordſhip) that OR 
de judges opinion of ſuch mighty conſequence ; few qu 
ſons come before this Houſe of which your Lordſhips are 
ot as competent to decide as the judges. In grand national 
ny ns my points 


— 


be illegal, deſerved their moſt pointed and ſevere cenſure. x,y of 
The Earl of SH lightly touched upon the nature of the Suffolk, 


The Earl of Shelburne ſaid, the national concerns, were in- Earl of 
ed in a very precious predicament, if, when modes of rai- Sbclburne, 
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points I ſhall never be directed by the opinion of lawyers, ty 
will I go to Weſtminſter-Hall to enquire whether or not tþ 
conſtitution is in danger. I ſpeak therefore now merely u 
the rights and privileges of Parliament; I acknowledge Ia 
not perfectly maſter of the forms and cuſtoms of this Hoy 
reſpecting the attendance of the judges, but I conceive t 
ought to attend upon the motion of any one of your Lori 
ſhips : if, however, any Lord better acquainted with the q. 
ders and cuſtoms of the Houſe will ſhew that I am miſtaken 
I ſhall be glad to be inſtructed 
Earl Gower. The Earl Gower, objected to the withdrawing of th 
motion with a liberty to repeat it in the ſame words ; therefor 
the noble Earl had the option of now abiding by the queſtia, 
as firſt put, or omitting that part of it relative to ſummoniy 
the judges. | | ] 
Duke of The Duke of Richmond ſaid, that if the matter propoundi ts 
Richmond. to the judges, when they did attend, was improper, the Hout 
might put a negative upon it; but in the firſt inſtance he hd 
always under ſtood that ſuch a motion was never refuſed, ne 
Earl e The Earl of Marc hmont ſaid, the judges were never call 
Marcbmont. upon by their Lordſhips, but in two cates : one was in mi- 
ters of right, pleaded at the bar; the other was relative w|ſMEF © 
| the legal conſtruction of an act of Parliament. 
Farl of The Earl of Syf/9/k ſaid, that the duties of the judges v. 
Seffolk9 quired their attendance in another place, and that if ther 
preſence was required here, it might be productive of the work 
conſequences, . | + 
Duke of The Duke of Richmond infiſted, that during the fitting e. 
Richmend. Parliament their proper place was on the wooltacks ; that thy 
formed in ſome meaſure a part of the Houſe ; and that accu 
ding to its rules and orders they were always ſuppoſed to white 
preſent, He ſaid he would not admit of negative proofs, at 
called on the noble Earl who ſpoke. laſt but one, to produt 
a fingle precedent in which the requeſt now made had ben 
refuſed, 1 3: | 
Earl Cower. The Earl Gower acknowledged, that two judges curiy 
the fitting of Parliament were ſuppoſed to attend; but heu- 
derſtood, and never heard it diſputed, that it lay in the brea 
of the Houſe, and not in that of a ſingle member, to enford 
their attendance. The reaſon of the thing pointed out 1b 
propriety, becauſe it was plain, what one noble Lord mig 
do another might; the conſequence of which might be, til 
being called upon day after day, the public juſtice of the 


£108 
Ts: 


would ſtand ſtill, and every thing would be thrown into 

fuſion. | 3 
The Earl of Marchmont mentioned what he called a caſe in Earl of 
nt. He informed their Lordſhips that he was preſent in the Marebmeat. 
uſe at the time a motion was made by John Duke of Argyll, 

e year 1737, relative to the great riot in Edinburgh, about 

xt, Porteus, who was executed by the mob, in which the 

le Duke moved for the attendance of the. Scotch judges, 

ative to a point of law. The queſtion was carried, but 

judges refuſed to attend, and the affair dropped. From 

s inſtance his Lordſhip concluded, that though the judges 

e ordered to attend, they might refuſe to comply. 

he Duke of Richmond again inſiſted, that the judges form- Duke of 
a part of the Houſe ; agd as a proof that they did, he had Richmonds 
ured of the clerk, who informed him, that there were 


ss always iſſued previous to every new Parliament, requi- 
os their attendance ; though they were not returned, like 
EE Peers! writs, into that Houſe. As to the point of inconve- 


ncy, it was little; becauſe during the terms, it was no 
at hardſhip upon the judges to {lip up from Weſtminſter- 
ll, when the buſineſs of the courts of law were over.” He 
| obſerved, that a noble Lord Lord Mansfield] a Peer of 
t Houſe, and hkewiſe one of the judges, frequently attend- 
in his place. When his abſence could be diſpenſed with 
dn general as well as particular occaſions, he preſumed upon 
aſt and important a queſtion, as the preſent, neither the 
nice, nor legal buſineſs of the nation, would ſtand ſtill. 
ee he was up, he begged leave to know from the noble 
rd, if the fact was as he had ſtated it, relative to the writs 
| ag iſſued out of that Houſe, requiring the perſonal atten- 
eee of the judges ? i 
rl of Mansfield ſaid, the fact was ſo; but as he had been Ear! of 
a eer before he was a judge, he had never received any fuc "_ 
eri | % ES 
t was at length agreed, to defer the further diſcuſſion of 
queſtion, till the 4th of February, The motion made 
Lord Abingdon, was accordingly withdrawn. 
Ee January 28. + 0 
of rivate buſinefſs. 
| „ anuary 29. Fo 
the Duke of Mancheſter, after ſtating, in à ſhort introduc- Duke of 
„ the purport of his intended motion, moved, „That Mencheſer. 
humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that he will 
2 pleaſed to give directions, that there be laid 
re the Houſe returns of all the regiments, battalions, 
N independent 


independent corps, or companies, raiſed, or ordered to 
raiſed, from the 1oth of December 1777, to the 2908. 
January 1778, with a liſt of the officers employed ing 
{aid corps, ſpecifying the time they have ſerved, and 
rank they have held in the army; and alſo a copy of all i 
ſtructions from the war office, delivered to the officers oft 
ſaid corps, and the terms on which the ſaid corps are to 
— The motion was agreed to, without any oy 
don. 

— wy . The Duke of Richmond premiſed, that he was at all tin 
extremely unwilling to give their Lordſhips any unneceſſ 
trouble, but there were ſome occaſions, which, from tha 
nature, ſuperſeded every minuter conſideration. The py 
ſent crifis came within that deſcription. A motion was mak 
before the receſs, and agreed to, to go into a committee; 
the ſtate of the nation. The very terms of the motion {i 
ficiently declared its importance. He, as the perſon t 
moved it, ſtood in ſome meaſure pledged to the public, t 
the objects propoſed by the motion ſhould be attained, I 
reſult of the enquiry was intended to be productive d 
knowledge of our real fituation. It meant that, or it me 
nothing ; conſequently every thing which fell ſhort oft 
information defired and wiſhed for by the Houſe, wi 
effectually to defeat their Lordſhips' intentions. Hen 
ſorry, that as far as he was enabled to judge, the papers 
ready produced were far from giving the ſatisfaction deſa 
He did not wiſh to enter into particulars, or detail, becad 
that might come more properly before their Lordſhips vit 

= in a committee; but he could not help obſerving, that! 

= fault lay ſomewhere. Apologies had been made, in id 

1 inſtances, that a part of the papers deſired could not be h 

n others, that the time allowed for their productions wa 

not admit of compliance, becauſe they were numerous 
long. A third reaſon was aſſigned, that either the mot 
were not framed ſuitably to their intended objects, or l 
the information wiſhed to be called forth was of ſuch a1 
ture, as not to be proper to be ſubmitted to public inp 
tion. In ſuch a variety of reaſons and apologies, his Gl 
however, hoped, that the intereſts of the nation were! 
intended to be deſerted or ſacrificed to any motives off 
ſonal convenience, or mere neglect and inattention, | 
was led to imagine the contrary ; and willing to give Mun 
to the aſſurances of miniſters : yet where popern were tol 
omitted, or, when produced, were defective, he, * 


| friend to his country, and deſirous of fulfilling his du 
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1 
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member of that afſembly, looked upon himſelf ſpeciall 
led upon to point out to the Houſe every defect, or omiſ- 
on, which ſtruck him as an object of importance. On this 
round, he begged leave to obſerve, that the returns from 
e board of ordnance had been entirely omitted; and this 
med ſtill more extraordinary, becauſe, under a ſimilar or- 
r, the returns from the regiment of artillery in Ireland 
ere on the table. His Grace wiſhed to be underſtood as 
aking no charge whatever in the firſt inſtance ; but deſired 
be informed if the ſeveral accounts which had been moved 
r, were meant to be produced before the committee met. 
he was aſſured that that was the intention of miniſters, he 
ould reſt ſatisfied ; if not, he would move, and conſe- 
cc ently learn the reaſon, if any could be aſſigned, why the 
pers called for by their Lordſhips were not produced. 


153 


Earl of Suffolk ſaid, the matter not being properly in his Earl of Suf- 


ere not produced; but he could venture to ſay, from the 
zown diſpoſition of the noble Lord in office, now abſent 
om his place [Lord Weymouth | with whom the matter 
rticularly reſted, that his Lordſhip would faithfully com- 
y with every thing that depended on him. By what he 
uld learn from the noble Lord, if the accounts from Ame- 


dr was it imputable to any negleCt of thoſe employed in his 
lice, Such as the accounts were, they had been laid be- 
re the Houſe ; and there his Lordſhip's duty terminated, 
ie reaſon of the noble Lord's abſence, he underſtood, 
vs occaſioned by his endeavours to give ſatisfaction relative 
the matter deſired; and that being the caſe, he preſumed 
t the candour of the noble Duke would lead him to accept 
that as a ſufficient apology for the preſent. He neverthe- 
$ concurred in the preſent motion, and did not mean to 
umate the moſt diſtant objection. 


ice, or ought to have been brought there; or they ſhould 
ve gone directly from the office of ordnance. et then 
noble Lord in office take his option. The noble Viſ- 
unt [Weymouth] received the papers, and neglected to 
| them before the Houſe, or not having received them, 
board of ordnance had not performed their duty. It 
e painful to him to be obliged to dwell ſo frequently on 
Vor, IX*: * the 


fice, he could not ſatisfy the noble Duke why the papers Vell. 


a were defective, the defect did not originate with him; 


The Duke of Richmand replied, that no perſon. was more Duke of 
ady to make every allowance conſiſtent with his duty, Ric 
in he; but either the accounts alluded to, were in his 


there be laid before this Houſe, by the proper officer, 1 


of the troops ſerving in America, nor had he yet recien 


There were two noble Lords [Townſhend and Amhet 


number of ſeamen and marines aboard ſuch ſhips, dil 
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the fame facts: but he could not help obſerving, that no 
turns had yet appeared of the killed, wounded, and mifin 


any aſſurance from any Lord in office, that this defect: 
meant to be remedied. He had indeed gone a ſtep furthe 
he had himſelf gone to the war-office, and defired to kn 
whether any ſuch returns were meant to be laid before i 
Houſe, and received for anſwer, that the office had alre 
delivered all the papers wich had been received then 
This, he ſaid, was a very diſagreeable circumſtance, | 
cauſe it tended directly to defeat the objects of the enqui 
which were to know the real ſtate of the nation, and in ci 
ſequence of that knowledge, to put it in a neceſlary | 
of defence, and as a foundation for meaſures proper to 
taken in ſo perilous and critical a ſituation. He was ak 
niſhed to hear the apology, made by a noble Earl in hy 
office, that the returns of the regiment of artillery, we 
not before the Houſe, becauſe a noble Viſcount was able 


who had the direction of the ordnance board; if they we 
preſent, which they uſually were, furely they ſhould af 
ſome reaſon why the returns of the regiment of artille 
had not been long ſince laid before the Houſe. To putt 
matter beyond doubt, he meant however to make a moti 
or rather to repeat it; and point it ſpecifically to the obi 
wiſhed to be attained. His Grace then moved, I 


ſtate of the royal artillery from the laſt returns.” 
motion was agreed to. | 
His Grace followed the motion with two others. I 
firſt, That there be laid before this Houſe, an account 
-his Majefty's ſhips and armed veſſels which were emploſ 
in North America in 1774; ſpecifying the number of i 
men and marines, aboard cach ſhip.” The ſecond Wi 
« That an account of ſuch of his Majeſty's ſhips of ſt | 
and armed veſſels, as have failed from Great Britain 
North America, in the years 1774, 5, 6, and 7, with! 


thing the rates, bz laid before this Houſe.” 
Earl of Sandwich objected to this motion, not as 1mprofi 
but as impoſſible to be complied with, ſo as to anſwer Me 4: 
intent of the noble Duke's motion, which he underſtood! 


to have tbe papers laid before the Houſe by Monday, Mouse 


day fixed for the enquiry into the ſtate of the nation. 
5 - ; accoll 


— 


1778. D- E B: T E 

ounts called for were numerous and various, and would 
e 2 conſiderable time to make out; whereas in fact there 
wid be but one day, (two holidays intervening) between 
; and the day the papers would be required. It was not 
the power of the clerks to copy the papers in the time; he 
no fore hoped the noble Duke would lee the 1mpropriety of 
iſting on his motion. 


ice ; that an abſtract copy of them could take but a very 
rt time in making out; and that he preſumed the noble 
rd meant, if prefled on the ſubject to affign ſome other 
re cogent reaſon for reſiſting the motion. 


The Duke of Richmond ſaid he had always underſtood, ny. 4 
t there were regular accounts received and entered at the Richmond: 


oral of Sandwich adhered to his objection, ſaid that Sun- x, of 


nuary | would be conſigned to religious duties. 


The Duke of Richmond ſaid, he was inclined to believe, 


uld not be preſent at church to-morrow, For his part, 
Vo always choſe to be abſent on that day. As a Whig, and 
roughly convinced of the rectitude of Whig principles, 
was determined never to attend divine ſervice on the goth 
January. The anniverſary, he obſerved, was to com- 
morate the fate of one of his anceſtors | Charles I.] who, 
his opinion had defervedly ſuffered. 47h 2608 


e of the Lords in that department might not go to church 
morrow, ſome of the young clerks in the navy-office, for 
utation's ſake, would. He had no particular objection to 
motion, he begged leave to repeat, but in point of time. 
far from it; if the accounts could be copied, ſo as to be 
ady for the committee on Monday, he was ſatisfied ; af 
t, all he defired was, that the Houſe would underftand, 
at the delay, if any, would be occaſioned by neceflity, 
d not by deſign. If therefore the noble Duke could en- 
Toe the time, he was very willing to-accede to the motion. 
Duke of Richmond ſaid this was ſatisfactory, and after: two 
three days being mentioned for the production of che pa- 
ts, his Grace conſented that the time ſhould be extended to 
eath of February, 8 
His Grace laſtly moved, ( That there be laid before this 
ouſe an account of the quantity of foreign oak-timber 
woht into the ſeveral „ from the goth of Sep- 
* I tember, 


; was no day for buſineſs, and that to-morrow, | 3oth of Sandwich. 


at there would be ſome perſons in the admiralty office that — 


Earl of Sandwich replied, that the papers did not lie in his Earl of 
partment, but in the navy-office; and though perhaps Sandwvich. 


Tarl of 
Sandwich 


Duke of 
Bolton. 


- rifhing fitvation, how could either of thoſe facts be aſcertal 


ly on the ſame ground as that made 


Not contented with this, his Lordſhip had even taken pari 
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tember, 1770, to the zoth of September, 177, ſpecifyiy 
the price paid, or contracted to be paid, for the ſame. As 1 
an account of the number of ſhips repaired with fore 
oak-timber from the goth of September, 1770, to the 30 
of September 1777.“ | 

Earl of Sandwich ſaid, it would be extremely imprudenty 
any time, or on _ occaſion, to impart matter which my 
eventually come before the public, and which might tend y 
expoſe the national weakneſs. As long as he had the hond 
of preſiding at the admiralty board, he ſhould always con 
nue to oppoſe any motion of the kind. He obſerved, befid 
that though the navy was on ever ſo reſpectable a footing, i 
would ſhew a public ſuſpicion that it was not. The former wy 
moſt certainly the caſe. And his —— was made precik 

y him to a motion of hi 
noble friend near him [Duke of Bolton] before the re 
relative to the ſtate of the ſhips in ordinary; that it woes 
taking the fact either way, tend to expoſe to foreign pour 
the weakneſs of our navy, or ſhew that at leaſt ſuch ſuf 
cions were entertained in Parliament. 

The Duke of _—_— that the noble Earl wh 
ſpoke laſt had brought this matter upon himſelf, by boa/lins Mat 
= reſpectable — the navy, and in — ar, 5 4 
ing tothe Houſe in argument the very ruinous condition tic 
was in at the time he was called to the admiralty box 


cular merit to himſelf, for the mode of ſupplying the nay 
with foreign timber, and the ſuperior quantity of timber Me 
the yards, contraſted with the period at which he was calk 


. Into office. On the queſtion immediately before the Hout 


his Grace obſerved, that the noble Lord, by his own pet 
nal act, had laid before the Houſe an account of the quantiff#ic 
of timber at preſent in the yards. How then could the nol 
Lord obje& to a meaſure which was meant to prove the truth 
the very fact that account was intended to eſtabliſh, He fi 
ther obſerved, that it had been frequently urged by his Lot 
ſhip in debate, that the navy was in a moſt ruinous ſtate 
hiscamrance into office, and that it was now in the moſt flo 


ed but by knowing the ſtate of the navy prior to his prefidil 
at the admiralty board, as well as now. Such an enquiih”0 
his Grace ſaid, would ſettle the matter beyond doubt, 3 
would be the means of finally deciding upon the conduct 
both thoſe at preſent in office and thoſe who preceded them t 


. 
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from the beginning was true. We had only ſo much 
nber at ſuch a time; we had ſo much more now. The mo- 
n might be directed to ſhew how the foreign timber had 
led in particular inſtances, or not. If it ſhould, then, 
his opinion, it would be extremely improper to diſcloſe 
h failure to our enemies; if it had not, the motion was 
courſe nugatory. However, if it was imagined that the 
mer was the caſe, and that their Lordſhips ſhould think it 
oper to expoſe our national weakneſs, he was ready to ac- 
de to the motion. | 


mth matter which might tend, or actually go, to the diſelo- 
re of the weakneſs of the navy. He neither wiſhed nor 
eant, he ſaid any thing of the kind. On the contrary, 
had heard a very different language adopted in Parliament, 
ce the commencement of the preſent ſeſſion, which was, 
e more the ſtate of the navy was laid open, the better, 
ch a diſcloſure was frequently courted. It had been re- 
atedly affirmed, both in that and the other Houſe, that the 
aking known to our enemies the true ſtate of naval prepa- 
tion we were in, was the ſureſt means of keeping them 
net; the ſtrength of our navy, in caſe of a war, was our 
| ſecurity ; and a general knowledge of that ſtrength abroad 
as the ſureſt means of preventing a war. But ſuppoſing 
e noble Lord at the head of the admiralty, for reaſons, 
hich, if exiſting could not be miſtaken, was willing to de- 
n the ground of naval ſuperiority on our part, he would 
mind his Lordſhip of what he was ſure he could not, as an 
cial man, and one long acquainted with buſineſs, be igno- 
at of; which was, that foreign powers were perfectly well 
quainted with our naval and military ſtrength, He did not 
lake this aſſertion looſely, he knew it to be the caſe, When 

was in a public character at a foreign court | Ambaſſador 
the court of France in 1765, and 1766] he had the fulleſt 
wofs that foreign powers had a perfect knowledge of our 
te of defence. | 


at acceding to the motion would eventually be the means 
expoſing the weakneſs of our navy, He faid he could 
ot directly conceive how the motion could tend either to 
| declare 


Farl of Sandwich ſaid he could not poſſibly underſtand how Earl of 
had brought any thing upon himſelf, What he aſſert- Sandwich. 


The Duke of Richmond expreſſed his ſurpriſe that the no- Duke of 
e Earl could imagine, that the motion was directed to draw Richmonds 


Earl of Suffolk ſaid, he did not approve of the ſuggeſtion Far! of 
rown out by the noble Lord at the head of the admiralty, Voll. 
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declare the ſtrength or weakneſs of the navy. Tt did ng 
ſeem to be the opinion of the noble Lord at the head of th 
naval department, though imputed to him by the noble Dig 
who ſpoke laſt. He withed to avoid only the ill conſequent 
of having ſuch a motion get without doors, as if a ſuſpicia 
of our naval weakneſs was the cauſe of fuch a motion, k 
he differed from his noble friend in office in the interpret 
tion, he for his part ſaw no ſolid objeftion to the motio 
The noble Duke who made it, had laid it down as a gene 
propoſition, that in whatever part Parliament ſuſpeted i 
weakneſs, that it was the duty of Parliament to enquire, thi 
the weakneſs ſhould be revealed, in order to apply a ſuitalt 
remedy. For his part, he did not think ſo. On the cont» 
ry, if there was a weakneſs, it was, in his opinion, the dv 
ty of Parliament to conceal it, at leaſt till the danger vn 

fled : nor ſhould he ever content to diſclofe any matter t 
indulge the ſpirit of a curious or captious enquiry, when tht 
event might be the expoſing of the weakneſs of the nation, 
r The Duke of Xichmond diſclaimed, in poſitive terms, the 

Richmond. molt diſtant intention of wiſhing to diſcloſe the weakneſs 

the navy. But if the public had been deceived as to its 

Rate, of national ſecurity ; and that ſuch a fatal deluſa 

ſhould prevail, the interference of Parliament, in ſuch 

ſuppoſed caſe became neceſſary ; it was in his opinion the 

proper buſineſs, nay the indifoentible duty of Parliament 

to interfere. Miniſters were entruſted by Parliament; i 

was the duty of Parliament to ſee that the truſt was fait 

fully executed, 2 

Farl of Earl of Sandwich ſaid, as the Houſe ſeemed to approved 

Sandwich. me noble Duke's motion, he ſhould decline all further opp: 
tion. | | 

The queftion was accordingly put, and agreed to. 

Lord Effin- Lord Effingham next roſe and moved for an account of t 

=. number of tranſports, employed by the treaſury, and ſent 

America in the reſpective years, fince the commencement d 

the preſent war; the tonnage of ſaid veſſels; and the pri 

of freight and fums of money diſburſed in payment there 

He Earl of Sandwich made a ſlight objection or two to the quek 

\ Saxdwich. tion, and ſaid, it was impoſſible to decide one way or othil 

upon either the practicability or propriety of agreeing to 

motion, till the proper officers were confulted. | 

Tart * of Earl of Ffingham ſaid, he did not wifh to preſs the ma 

Efirghem, ter immediately, but having underſtood, that great numbe 


of veſſels had jailed under the protection of government * 
bx | | a 


s, for - ſupplying the army and navy with neceſſaries, 
zoy of them he believed contrary to the ſpirit and letter of 
capture act, which excepted every ſpecies of merchan- 
re but what came within the deſcription of ſtores and provi- 
ns, he wiſhed to learn the names of the veſſels, the ſpecies 
merchandize, &c ; which ſailed under the admiralty licen- 
„ by applications from the treaſury. | 


the 1 of the motion, and ſaid the moſt ſcandalous * 
aſions, to defeat the proviſions of the att for preventing all 

ade and intercourſe with our colonies had been made ; nor 
ra general connivance, in favour of the trade with Ameri- 
but merely to promote a contraband monopoly, in order 
enrich a few individuals, who were patronized by mini- 


Iv. 

t being underſtood, however, that the papers now called 
were not directed to the great objects of enquiry, pro- 
ſed to be conſidered in the committee on the ſtate of the 
tion, The Earl of Effingham conſented to withdraw his 
otions, promiſing to renew them, on ſome future day. 
Adjourned to February 2. | 
February 2. 


rilous and truly alarming ſtate? Whether the war with 
nerica had not coſt upwards of twenty millions of money, 
dd the lives of many brave men? Whether three campaigns 
ad not paſſed without affording us the leaſt proſpe&t.of a 
unge of circumſtances in our favour ? And whether it was 
ft moſt materially incumbent upon their Lordſhips to be 
rfectly aware of the condition and reſources of the king- 
Im, before they ſanctified any parliamentary meaſure ten- 
ag to authorize the hazard of more men and money, in the 
Mtunuvance of a war which had already proved ſo expenſive 
d calamitous ? | : 

His Grace recapitulated the various arguments which had 
fore fallen from him, and other Peers of the ſame way of 
unking, relative to the impolicy of continuing the conteſt, 
e probability of an attack from the houſe of Bourbon, and 
e neceſſity of immediately putting the kingdom into a 
ate of defence. He then {poke particularly to the buſineſs 
the day, complained of the late delivery of ſome of the 
pers on the table, and the deficiencies of many, and the want 
precition and plainneſs in almoſt. every one which had. been 
preſented 


Marquis of Rockingham made a few obſervations, in favour Marquis ef 


The Duke of Richmond began with a ſolemn appeal to Duke of 
e Houſe, whether the public affairs were not in a moſt Rico. 


— Py rr ,,, EEOC 
0 
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Duke of . 
Ricbmend. ſaid, he had no particular reaſon for naming the noble ul 


Earl of Den- Earl of Denbigh called loudly for Lord Scarſdale, and fa 
as the buſineſs of the committee would be-arduous, and 
noble Lord had been for years uſed to do the duty of chil 


bigh. 


its full compliment; whereas, the number actually ft fors 


dme. 


mination might be adhered to, more eſpecially as it would] 


the fitteſt perſon to preſide then, and he did not doubt 
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preſented to the Houſe, He ſaid ſeveral were only broy 
in that very day, although the motion for their being jp 

red had been made and ordered nine weeks ſince ; and ſo 
of thoſe which had been only then delivered, had been | 
fore the Commons for many days. Others which he car 
dered as very material, had not been brought at all to eith 
Houſe. He pointed out the difficulty that there was tow 
derſtand many of them, particularly the returns of the: 
my, from the totals ſtating the groſs compliment of ex 
corps although ſeveral of them were not full. and in pm 
of what he aſſerted, mentioned the return of the artil 
corps ſerving in Gibralter, which was returned at 500 andof 


ty was ſhort of 250. After adducing various proofs of l 
arguments from the papers themſelves, the Duke ſhem 
that it was impoſſible to go fully into the enquiry that di 
he ſhould therefore, he declared, content himſelf with ſpei 
ing to a fingle and very material point, relative to whit 
the information afforded the Houſe was adequate and con 

leat. | 
: His Grace then moved, That their Lordſhips ref 
themſelves into a committee of the whole Houſe,” which bei 
agreed to, Lord Suffolk moved that the papers on the tal 
be referred to a committee, and then the Duke named t 
Duke of Portland as chairman. The Lords in adminiftrat 
almoſt at the ſame inſtant named Lord Scarſdale for the fa 
office. This gave riſe to a debate which laſted a confidenil 


The Duke of Richmond, in ſupport of his nominatid 
but that his character and abilities entitled him to every i 
nour their Lordſhips could beſtow, and as it was alma 
uſual for the perſon who moved for a committee of the n 
Houſe to be complimented with the nomination of the chal 
man, and he had named the noble Duke, he wiſhed the! 


a kind of inſult to the noble Duke were it ſet aſide. 


man of the committees of that Houſe, he conceived he ¶M ou 


the noble Duke, who had been nominated, would himſeft i it 


and allow the propriety of Lord Scarſdaleꝰs taking the chi 
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o rarl of Sandwich ſaid, it was a rule of that Houſe for one pan of 


bon always to take the chair on ſuch occaſions. That Sandwich. 
fn rd Scarſdale had often preſided with great dignity and 
it to himſelf, and that it would imply a tacit idea of his 


cool baving faithfully diſcharged his duty, or to the ſatisfac- 
enn of their Lordſhips, if he were now ſet aſide. The Earl 
, he had, for a great many years, fat in that Houſe ; that 
remembered when Lord Delaware was the conſtant chair- 

of the committees, and he never knew an inſtance of 
ir Lordſhips appointing a new chairman when the old one 
preſent. 
Che Duke of Richmond ſaid, it was an ill omen to the bu- Duke of 
ſs, the important buſineſs before their Lordſhips, to en- Richmends 
upon it without the cordiality and amicable union of 
timent, with which he hoped to find every Lord inſpired : 
t he was ſorry to ſee party ſpirit ſo early burſt forth, and 
lared their Lordſhips had offered no ſolid objection to the 
le Duke's taking the chair. | 
Lord Camden contended, that there was no neceſſity for Lord can- 
chairman's being a perſon of profound ſagacity and exal- den. 
talents. That there was not in either Houſe of Parlia- 
nt, a perſon of the meaneſt capacity who was not fully 

al to the diſcharge of the duty; that the buſineſs was ex- 
mely ſimple and within the comprehenſion of every one 
rd in the Houſe, but that as the Duke had been firſt nomi- 
ed, it was but juſt that he ſhould take the chair, and that 

Lords in adminiſtration oppoſing it, augured ill to the en- 
ry, and ſavoured of the want of candour, and that incli- 
lon to give proof of perſonal prejudice which he, for one, 
ſted, and had hoped would not have appeared in the courſe 
the very important buſineſs then before their Lordſhips. 

he Duke of Grafton aſſerted that there was no order or Duke of 
lution of the Houſe which entitled one Lord to be chair- Graften. 
n more than another, but that, in ſtrict duty, each of their 
dſhips ought to diſcharge the office in his turn. | 
 -1! of Effingham ſaid, if Lord Scarſdale had fo often done Earl of 
duty, it was, in his opinion, an argument why he ſhould Hg bam. 
then be troubled, but that the Houſe ought to thank him 
what he had done, and reſolve to relieve him from the 

trouble in future. $3 L 
Earl Gower obſerved, that the uſage of the Houſe was in Earl Comer. 
our of the noble Lord, who always preſided in committees 
the whole Houſe ; that if, as had been aſſerted by the no- 
and learned Lord, that it = not ſignify who took the 


Jau For, IX. chair, 
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chair, and that the office might be diſcharged by the mearg 
capacity, why then depart from the eſtabliſhed mede of Pr 
ceeding ? and if the prefent conteſt, who iſhould fill th 
chair, predicted any thing, it muſt be, that the noble Du 
meant to create a difference of opinion about a matter, whit 
he and his friends acknowledged was of no ſort of conk 
quence. 

Earl Taler. Earl Talbot ſaid, he ſaw no reaſon for propoſing a n 
chairman, but now the noble Duke was propoſed, he m 
of opinion, that it would imply ſome degree of diſreſpedt 1 
reject him. He was ſorry to ſee a difference of opinion ar 
upon a matter of little conſequence, but in compliment: 
the noble Duke who named, and the other noble Duke wi 
was propoſed, he recommended to his noble friends ne 
him, to conſent to the firſt nomination. 
Lord Dud- Lord Dudley allowed, that in the other Houſe it! 
dey- uſual for the member who moved for the committee, to na 
the chairman, but in that Houſe, the uſage had been ui 
formly otherwiſe; becauſe the chairman in committees 
the whole Houſe, if preſent, is looked upon in the lig 
of perpetual chairman. Such being the rule, in his opini 
thoſe who attempted to depart from it, teſtified a ſpirit 

party, not thoſe who wiſhed te adhere to it. 
Earl of Earl of Sandwich repeated his arguments in favour of L 
Saxdwich. Scarſdale, and at length their Lordſhips divided upon th 
queſtion whether the Duke of Portland ſhould take the chi 
when the numbers were, contents, 33 ; not contents 58, 
Duke of As ſoon as Lord Scarſdale took the chair of the committe 
Richmond. his Grace the Duke of Richmond informed their Lordſhips, th 
he had ſufficient]y explained the importance and great objeds( 
the preſent enquiry, and after the beſt judgment he was able 
form on the great outline of the army, would be to enqu 
what the force was in America in 1774, the year precedingi 
breaking out of the American war, what were the tro 
foreign and native, ſent from hence the three ſucceedu 
years; and by comparing the lateſt returns with the wh 
of the troops in America, or ſent thither in the years 171 
1775, 1976, and 1777, whatever the deficiency might 4 
pear, that would be the real loſs of men by death, woun 
captivity, ſickneſs, and ſlain in battle; and deducting « 
of this deficiency, thoſe fick or captives, the remain 
would give the total and actual loſs. A ſimilar mode 
computation, would anſwer for the nayy. Next, it wol 
be proper to enquire into the expences already incumi Wil 

| 3 1 


Arn 


e proſecution of this deſtructive war, and our reſources in 
en and money, for another campaign. This would be 
ing buſineſs properly; it would inform us, of what we 
d pent, and what it would coſt us for the next year. It 
ould lead us to enquire, what we were likely to get in re- 
in; but above all, it would urge us to conſider ſeriouſly 
the probability of ſucceeding, and inſtruct us, if what we 
uoht was equivalent to what we were about to riſque, or 
equivalent, whether the obje& was attainable, His Grace 
quainted their Lordſhips, that the part of the enquiry, 
hich he intended to enter into this day, would be confined 
the ſtate of our military defence within theſe kingdoms. 
e then proceeded, to the performance of this taſk with 
ſolemnity ſuited to the great intereſts of the nation, 
hich were to be taken into conſideration ; and with a can- 
pur, coolneſs, and preciſion, no leſs calculated to fix the 
tention of the auguſt body whom he was going to addreſs, 
an to conciliate the good opinion, and court the confi- 
nce of thoſe who might be ſuppoſed to differ from him, 
dened the leading objects which he meant to obtain in the 
urſe of the intended enquiry. His firſt obſervation was, 


Iarming and critical fituation. The very buſineſs their 
ordſhips this day went upon was the moſt irrefragable proof 
fit. It imported, on the very face of the order now read, 
hat their Lordſhips were convened to enquire into, to de- 
berate and decide upon, the preſent tremendous ſtate of 
his country, He never meant to conceal], becauſe he looked 
pon it to be his duty, as wing a leading part in this great 
uſineſs, to explain to their lordſhips the objects he wiſhed 


bbje&t of all, to determine on the moſt ſafe, honourable, and 
peedy means of putting an end to the American war. In 
be firſt inſtance, it would be proper to point out ſome pre- 
iminary matters, well worthy the conſideration of the 
ouſe. Our ability to carry on the war in America, ſo as 
o obtain the final obje& to which it has been hitherto avow- 
fly directed, that of compelling our colonies to yield to un- 
of onditional ſubmiſſion ;' and ſuppoſing, contrary to the moſt 
eciſive experience, that that object was clearly attainable, 
de danger of waſting our reſources of men and treaſure ; 
nd while, in the act of exhauſting both, the danger of leaving 
theſe kingdoms in a defenceleſs ſtate, and of courſe at the 
mercy of foreign powers. If, in the courſe of the enquiry, 
It ſhould come out, that the firſt was totally impracticable, 


> 3 though 


at at no time were the affairs of this country in a more 


o obtain by his ſeveral motions for papers; and the grand 
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ſtration in one of their moſt ſolemn acts. The very conſtrudtia 
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though no other impediment, more than had hitherto q. 
ſtructed the execution, ſhould ariſe; if the interference; 
foreign powers, as to the ſecond contingency, ſhould bed 
the thread of the meaſures purſued for the laſt three yea; 
in either of theſe events, it would follow, that the plan wy 
impracticable. Out of both thoſe conſiderations, anothy 
would moſt certainly ariſe, not directly connected, thou 
originating from the American war; that was, the 0pp4t 
tunity it would give our rivals in power and greatneſs to aul 
themſclves of the weak ſtate of the home defence; and fro 
the circumſtance of our fleets and armies being on the othe 
fide the Atlantic, meditate ſome blow which might endangx 
the ſafety, if not ſtrike at the very exiſtence of this county, 
as a formidable and independent power. The greater pn 
of the premiſes here ſtated was in proof on their Lordhiy 
table, particularly relative to the impractability of conquel, 
and the weak ſtate of our internal defence ; and he preſumel, 
the juft ſuſpicions we had a gight to entertain of the condut 
of the Houſe of Bourbon, would not ſeem ill founded, wha 
that very conſtruction was given from the higheſt, as wel 
as moſt authentic authority. It was the language of admin. 


now made. was delivered from the throne. The words d 
the King's ſpeech were, that his Majeſty had ordered: 
conſiderable augmentation of his naval force, on accountd 
the armaments ſtill continued to be carried on, in the port 
of France and Spain.” He would now procecd to apply the 
reaſoning to the facts. He would, from the papers on the 
table, ſatisfy their Lordſhips that, after three unſucceſsful 
campaigns, nothing had been effected towards the conguei 
of America, He would ſhew, that we had employed, du 
ring that period, the whole of our ftrength to no purpoſ; 
that our greateſt exertions this year would fall conſiderably ſhot 
of the two preceding; that we ſhould not of courſe be able u 
effect, with a ſmaller army, what we were not able to d 
with a greater: and that, too, againſt an army conſiderady 
ſtrengthened by numbers, improved by diſcipline, and ren 
dered confident by ſucceſs. That the laſt aſſertion was incot- 
trovertible, though we almoſt ſtripped this country to tit 
laſt man; that . for argument ſake, our force ii 
America, without calling any more troops from the hom 
defence, would be equal to what it was on the opening d 
the laſt campaign; yet, the paſlage in the ſpeech, alludd 
to, holding out ſtrong ſuſpicions of hoſtile intentions iron 
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eoce and Spain, pointed out the neceſſity of procuring a 
; table defence for theſe kingdoms, 
a; Grace then proceeded to explain to their Lordſhips 


particular plan. The returns of the preſent ſtate of the 
ies in America would ſhew the numbers of effective men 
ring there at the concluſion of the laſt campaign; and 
at would be ready to take the field early in the next; on 
ich this plain queſtion would ariſe; what additional for- 
could be ſpared, either to recruit the loſſes already ſuſ- 
ned, or augment the whole army; ſo as from what has 
ppened, to give 2 rational proſpect of ſucceſs in the enſu- 


This would involve in it another queſtion, which could 
de anſwered by adminiftration, What treaties, or if 
oy, with foreign powers? If there are any, will the troops 
an en into our pay make up the deficiencies : or are they to 


made up out of the old corps in the kingdom, or the new 
es now levying ? If it ſhould come out that there was 
aid to be expected from the continent, then of courſe ei- 
r the troops within the kingdom, or the new levies, muſt 
ſent to make up the deficiency cauſed by the laſt cam- 
jen; or finally, the meaſure of American coercion mult be 
ally abandoned. Miniſters declared the contrary ; the 
againſt our ſubjects in the colonies was intended to be 
ſued with all poſſible vigour. The inference was then 
dent, that ſome one or other, or all the methods men- 
ed, muſt be adopted. He hardly believed that foreign 
was much to be relied upon, He leſs expected that raw, 
diſciplined troops, could effect what veteran troops were 
qual to, Conſequently, the 22 and loſſes which 
army in America ſuſtained in the courſe of laſt year, were 
ee ſupplied from the old * 1 which concluſion fairly 


ded to render us more ſo, by ſtripping us of our old corps. 
d point out the neceſſity of rather adding to, than dimi- 
hing our home defence, the reſolution he meant to propoſe 
day would be more particularly directed. 


red into a detail of the army now in Great Britain. He 
the returns on the table made the amount to be 15,600. 
t of this number, the officers commiſſioned and non 
nmiſſioned amounted 1230. The ſtaff including ſur- 
ns, ſurgeons mates, &c. 5773 the inyalids 2200, who 
© unfit for field ſervice; the cavalry, conſiſting of the 
ſe and grenadier guards, and the blues, 400; the dra- 
ns, conſiſting of dragoon guards, &c. 1400; which be- 


ing 


ported, that naked and defencleſs as we are, it was in- 


s ſoon therefore as the committee was formed, his Grace 
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mouth, Plymouth and Chatham] and that garriſons wol 


of troops fit for actual ſervice, ready to meet a veteran, m 


eircumſtances, had reduced the effective force in that li 
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ing ſeverally deducted from the total, would leave the jy 
and file to amount to about 10, 600. If it was further < 
fidered that London would call for a part of this force; 
the three great fortreſſes, which were the keys of this kiy 
dom, would require for garriſons, { ſuppoſed to mean Puri 


be wanting for other places of ftrength, though not of 4 
importance; he could not poſſibly ſee in the caſe of a ſudk 
attack from France, or any other power, that we had a 
force we could poſſibly ſpare to meet our enemies in the fel 
It is true, our militia, if properly trained to the uſe of am 
might be rendered ſerviceable. But he meant now to þ 


merous, and powerful enemy. He did not mean to ty 
off from the merit of the national militia, He recollehk 
how uſeful they proved during the late war, and doubt 
not but they might be rendered fo again; but the queſt 
was not now how uſeful they were capable of being mal 
The point their Lordſhips were moſt ſpecially to conf{ 
was, what ſtate of defence we were now in? The inn 
diate application then he inſiſted to preſs on their Lordfhy 
from the preſent ſtate of the army in this kingdom, was, 
ſhew, in caſe of any ſuch intention on the part of miniſt 
that it would be extremely improper and dangerous tok 
any of the old corps out of. the kingdom. 

His Grace next took a view of the ſtate of the garriſon 
Gibraltar and Minorca, and of the army in Ireland, 
former, he inſiſted, were not defended by more than | 
their war complement ; nor the latter, by half what had N 
deemed. neceflary for its defence, both by the diſbandinga 
paſſed in the reign of William the Third, and an act ch 
own Parliament, paſſed during the lieutenancy of a nd 
Lord over the way [Lord Townſhend. ] At the former pen 
it was thought neceſſary to fix the eſtabliſhment at 120 
men; and at the latter, when part of the troops were d 
from that kingdom, to ſerve in other parts of the Britiſht 
pire, the Iriſn Parliament conſented to an augmenti 
of 34co, on condition, and in conſequenee of, 25 
meſlage, delivered, as he believed, by the noble Lord lil 
luded to, that 12,000 men ſhould be kept within the N 
dom, ſor its defence in time of peace. He obſerved, ! 
the Iriſh Parliament had, upon application from hence, 
zcco men to ſerve in America, which, with the deficit 
conſequent on the difficulty of obtaining recruits, and0 


00 


m, as he had before obſerved, to 4800, with muſquets on 
tu ir ſhoulders. 
His Grace then took a general view of the ſtate of the mili- 
, both voted for home defence, and elſwhere. He ſaid, 
Lt the troops for guards, garriſons, &c. were 2000 ſhort ; 
4 that there was a deficiency, upon the whole of the army 
ted for the garriſons of Gibraltar and Minorca, and for 
defence of Great Britain, of upwards of 5600 men. 
hence he drew this concluſion, that out of the firſt re- 
its enliſted, this deficiency muſt be made up. And even 
en, as to the home defence, it would be no more than a 
mee eſtabliſhment, 17000 men were neceſſary for that de- 
ce in time of peace; he would therefore ſubmit to their 
rdſhips, whether in ſo precarious and dangerous a ſtate of 
ngs, foreign and domeſtic, it would be at all prudent to 
rt with any of the old corps, when even it was known 
t they were ſo much ſhort of what Parliament and the 
et ion judged they ought to be in times of tranquility. His 
mice then moved, the following reſolution : 
& That this committee, taking into conſideration the con- 
nuance of the armaments in the ports of France and Spain, 
which his Majeſty was pleaſed to inform Parliament in a 
ech from the throne at the opening of this ſeſſion; and 
o taking into conſideration that a very large part of our 
val and land forces are on the other fide of the Atlantic 
an, and therefore not applicable to the defence of this 
o edom upon any emergency: and that the forces in Great 
tain, Ireland, Gibraltar and Minorca, are at this time 
in number by 5673 men than the eſtabliſhment has 
n in times of tranquility and peace; is of opinion, that 
part of the old corps, which are left in Great Britain, 
land, Gibraltar, or Minorca, can be ſpared for any diſtant 
ice, without leaving this kingdom and its immediate 
penCencies in a moſt perilous, weak, and defenceleſs con- 
2% oon, thereby inviting a foreign war, and expoſing the 
lon to inſult and calamity.” 


1 08s great impropriety in Parliament interfering by way of 
Ureſs to reſtrain the exerciſe of the crown, in the controul 
direction of the military force of the kingdom. He con- 
ded, that the effect of the reſolution, if agreed to, would 
dying up the King's hands from purſuing thoſe very objects 
Ich had been recommended by Parliament. It was the 
rent prerogative, of the crown, to have the raiſing, di- 

| recting, 
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| Earl of Suffolk ſaid there was great impolicy in expoſing to Earl of Suf: 
iel powers the weakneſs of our home defence; and there folk. | 
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navy was at preſent in the moſt reſpectable condition; 21 


he had every reaſon to expect that the ſtate of the navy wail 


ports, it was thought proper by his Majeſty to recomment 
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recting, and employing of the military force of the kim 
dom; to reſtrain that exerciſe, or regulate it, would he | 
fact to ſuſpend it. He ſaid, it was not on the army the d. 
fence of this kingdom depended. The navy was our ſurf 
and beſt bulwark. Our fleets were hitherto irreſiſtible; ay 


when that part of the enquiry came before their Lordſhi 


even ſurpaſs every thing which had been predicted of it, I 
obſerved, that the preſent numbers of our army, which hi 
been ſtated by the noble Duke, proved nothing. Were tha 
inferior to what they were the three preceding years? My 
certainly not. The noble Duke ſuppoſed what was far fron 
being certain. He ſuppoſed that rival powers entertain 
hoſtile intentions againſt us. So it had been ſaid on forn 
occaſions repeatedly ; but nothing had yet happened to ji 
tify thoſe aſſertions. As to the reſources we had in me 
little could at preſent be ſaid on that ſubject, When th 
time came to propoſe any meaſure of that kind, would bet! 
proper ſeaſon to dicuſs it. The noble Duke, in his oj 
nion, had drawn an inference from a paſſage in the King! 
ſpeech, extremely unjuſtifiable. He ſuppoſed, that the n 
fon his Majeſty recommended an augmentation of the na 
in his reech, from the throne, was becauſe armaments be 
ing continued in the ports of France and Spain, that the 
powers 23, mg ſome ſudden and deciſive blow againſt thx 
country. Now taking the preſent flouriſhing ſtate of ti 
navy, and the conduct of France and Spain into conſiders 
tion, he, was inclined to think, that if nothing elle, a 
ſtate off preparation was no bad pledge of natural ſecurity 
The truth was, that we had repeated aſſurances from ti 
courts of Verſailles and Madrid, of their pacific intentions 
but as armaments were going forward and continued in the 


to his Parliament, to put our navy in a reſpectable ſtated 
defence. And it was impoſſible, in the courſe of our politic 
events, ſolely to rely on aſſurances. The nature and ext 
of dependence which ought to be put on the diſpoſition 
foreign courts, varied with circumſtances; ſometimes the 
created an alarm; ſometimes they deſerved more credit th 
at others; ſometimes they contradicted themſelves, within 
ſhort period; and again gave the moſt ſatisfactory explan 
tions. Yet ſuppoſing the worſt that could happen; ſupp 
ſing that every thing ſuſpected, ſhould by realized; 
thought it extremely imprudent, to invite a war, by 4 Jo 

te * V. 
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ung our foreign rivals in power or greatneſs, that we were 

| aprepared or unable ro meet an enemy. The motion made 
the noble Duke tended to prove the firſt; his Grace's 
euments went to prove the ſecond, If we had not men 
Fcient to defend us, they ought and muſt be procured : 

t he truſted that was not the caſe; a very ſhort time 

ould enable adminiſtration to provide every thing for our 

owe defence, in the worſt event; and every thing neceſſary 

r carrying on the meaſures to induce our rebellious ſub- 

az in America to return to thgir duty, upon reaſonable 

rms of conciliation: and as to the ſtripping this country 

all the old corps, it was never in the contemplation of 

iniſters. It might be thought proper to fend ſome; but it 

as never intended to ſend all. On the whole, there was 

> particular reaſon to believe, that foreign powers had any 

tention to break with us; 1f they had, he had every rea- 

n to be ſatisfied, we were fully prepared ; and if the gene- 

| intereſts of the empire required it, he had no doubt but 

at we had reſources fully ſufficient to reſiſt the moſt power- 
attacks of our enemies | 

wi Lord Dudley ſaid, he was ſurpriſed that the ſole defence of Lord Dad- 
e nation was ſuppoſed, by the noble Duke who made the . 

otion, to depend upon our military force within the king- 

Mm, For his part, he had all along, from his earlieſt days, 

en taught to ſecurely reſt on other refources 4 ſtrength, 

ſuch an eventual calamity as an attack or Mvaſion of a 

reion enemy, He ſaid, to ſuppoſe that an invaſjgn from 

ance was a matter in contemplation, was a m 
vinary ſuppoſition, and muſt be accompanied b 
more improbable, which was, that it might be effected 
thout adminiſtration having any previous knowledge of 
y ſuch intention. The truth was, that there was not the 
pſt diſtant appearance of any ſuch deſign; that though 
ere had, experience had fully confirmed the impractibility 
ſuch an attempt; for there was no inſtance in the annals 
this country, in which an invaſion had ſucceeded, while 
continued maſters of the ſea. If, however, any ſudden 
elity ſhould ariſe for augmenting our land force, it was. 
I! known, that our militia, as they proved on a former 
alion, during the late war, would be of the moſt ſignal 
| efſential ſervice, and though they ſhould not ke at pre- 
t on quite ſo reſpectable a footing as during a part of the 
0": war, they could be ſoon rendered ſo. Befides, in the 
„de caſe, ſuppoſed by the noble Duke, every man, it 
gate be preſumed, would arm in defence of his cot 

7 preſumed, would arm in nce of his country, 
em or. IX. 2 in 
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Hancbeſter. the reſpectable ſtate affirmed by the laſt noble Lord; tha 


Lord Lyt- 


telton. 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 170 


in the final preſervation of the ſtate. He recollected, why 
the plan of the militia was firſt {truck out, it was pronofedy 
raiſe 63,0c0 men. It was afterwards thought proper to nit 
but half that number; but in caſe of a foreign invaj, 
when every thing dear and valuable was to be contended for 
it was reaſonable to expect, nay to be ſure, that every men. 
ber of the community would come forth, the nobleny 
from his palace, the landed gentlemen, the great body d 
manufacturers, and labourers, would all unite to repe] th 
attacks of the inſolent and daring invader : in fine, the ſpit 
of the nation would be its beſt ſecurity in the day of diſtrek 
ſhould that ever arrive; and as to the reſolution, he though 
it would be extremely improper at the preſent criſis; i 
could be productive of no good, and might poſſibly ſuggl 
ideas to our natural enemies, which they would othervik 
never have entertained; on thefe grounds, therefore, he 
ſhould give it his moſt hearty negative. 

The Duke of Mancheſter ſaid, that the militia was notin 


when, during the laſt war, the militia proved ſo very uſcfy, 
they were then upon entirely a different footing. Subſtitute 
were not admitted; the proper gradations in rank were cat. 
fully attended and adhered to; the body of the people ver 
ſatisfied of the juſtice and neceſſity of the war they were en. 
gaged in, and the ſuperior obligation of doing every ata 
their part dictated by that neceſſity. His Grace ſpoke to 
ſeveral other parts of the queſtion, ariſing from the reſolu 
tion moved by his noble friend, and obſerved, that not 1 
fingle ſolid objection had been made to it: the facts wer 
before the Houſe ; no man offered to controvert or contradid 
them. The inference drawn from the paſſage in the ſpecc 
from the throne, was no leſs evident; on what ground the 
the oppoſition of the noble Duke's motion aroſe, was mot 
than he could poſſibly account for. | 
Lord Lyttleton ſaid, if the reſolution was agreed to, | 
would amount to a public acknowledgment, that we wer 
unable farther to proſecute the war in America, or alert tit 
rights of this country over the colonies. It would be ul 
actual declaration, on our part, that we wer eneither able U 
defend ourſelves, or chaſtiſe our rebellious ſubjects ; and 0 
courſe would be a direct invitation to the different branches! 
the Houſe of Bourbon, to attempt an immediate invaſions 
this kingdom. He condemned, the impolicy of developily 
our national means of defence; obſerving, that ſuch a dil 


cloſure would operate both as to defeating our claims I 
| 
2 
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e colonies, and as ſhewing the people of America how un- 
ual we were to the taſk of obliging them to return to their 
edience 3 or of ſecuring ourſelves againſt the deſigns of our 
al neighbours. He truſted, however, that the affairs of 
e nation were not in the deſperate ſituation they were at- 
mpted to be held out to the public this night. The re- 
urces of the nation were great : its ſpirit was correſpondent 
mag them; there remained one man {Lord Chatham] who 
approved of rendering, or conſenting to render, America 
t independent of this country. He diſſented greatly and 
iſely from thoſe who entertained a different opinion; and if 
xr ſhould be finally decided upon as neceſſary to be conti- 
ved againſt America, or ſhould be commenced in our own 
fence, he was ſtill, he truſted, equal to the conductin 
at war, and of carrying it on with ſucceſs. So well 
pnducted, and thus ſupported, he did not doubt but the 
ſect would anſwer the moſt ſanguine expectations of the 
al ſriends of their country, Be that as it might, in every 
int he had viewed the preſent motion, he was the more 
nfirmed in its impropriety, and, if aſſented to, its certain 
ad effects; it would be a public confeſſion of our national 
akneſs; as ſuch, he would never conſent to embarraſs | 
ernment in the firſt inſtance; nor make a public confeſ- a 
dn of what, if true, ſhould moſt certainly be concealed 

om our enemies. Though he objected to the motion, he 

d, and ever ſhould, approve of ſubmitting to Parliament 

fry fact which could promiſe to convey proper information. 

zrliament ought to have it; they were entitled to it. The 
leulations of the noble Duke, he preſumed, were ſtrictly 

curate; and if miniſters were culpable, they deſerved cenſure. 

lothing of that nature, however was ſo much as ſuggeſted, 

he fact meant to be eſtabliſhed was, that our force was un- 

Jual either to the object of home defence, or of aſſerting 

r dominion over America, If either was the caſe, they 

ould be concealed, not only from foreign powers, but 

om our colonies, who, it could be no longer denied, had 
deayoured to rival this nation, as well in power as in all 
conſequences, His Lordſhip expreſſed his higheſt diſap- 

obation therefore of agreeing with the reſolution moved by 

e noble Duke; but if he had no other reaſon than that of 
wading the prerogatives of the crown, in the conſtitutional 

erciſe of the executive power, that alone would be ſufficient, 

it would be the direct effect of the reſolution, if agreed to. 

The Duke of Richmond replied, that he expected to have Duke of 
ard ſome of his aſſertions refuted before any Lord would Richmend: 
2 2 object 
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object to a motion, which the neceſſity of the times loud 
called for. He ſaid, all that had fallen from the noble EA 
in office, only went to an aſſurance that adminiſtratig 
might be truſted, and that at a proper ſeaſon they would 
Cure the kingdom. Too much confidence, his Grace 4 
clared, had already been placed in the aſſurances and pron 
ſes of miniſters; in conſequence of which, America u 
nearly, if not altogether, loſt ; three fruitleſs campaigns hy 
* and we were on the brink of ruin. The Duke repeats 
is arguments on the propriety of his motion, and adde 
that it was the duty of their Lordſhips to adviſe the crown 
the danger of the kingdom. ac 
Earl of Efingham remarked, that neither of their Led 
ſhips in office, ſo much as offered to controvert a ſingle fa 
The premiſes were acknowledged to be true; the proundy 
objection ſtated was, that it would be a public declaration 
our national weakneſs. He could hardly believe that the 
Lordihips, when they ſaid ſo, meant to be ſerious. Nid ay 
noble Lord in that Houſe want to be told, that the fid 
ſtated in the reſolution were already known to our fore o 
enemies; nay, long before miniſters were compelled to in 
part them to Parliament? Certainly not. Adminiſtrati 
were ſufficiently appriſed of this circumſtance ; it was ther 
fore evident, that every argument built on ſuch an abſun 
ſuppoſition, as that the Houie of Bourbon were ignorante 
the ſtate of our land forces in Great Britain, was at an end 
conſequently, when miniſters objected to the propriety 
the reſolution, it could only be to prevent a vote of Pal ee 
ment, which would teli the great body of the people our n 
ſituation, our internal weakneſs ; pointing to the certain ir 
cluſion, that the conqueſt of America was impractical wi 
that it was dangerous to purſue it any farther, and that th 
was an indiſpenſible ncceflity for holding out reaſonab 
terms of accommodation to our colonies, But he would acm 
for an inſtant, the moſt improbable of all improbable thing 
he would grant, that France or Spain knew nothing of i 
ſtate of our national defence, preyious to the moving tl 
reſolution : he would even puſh this poſſibility a ſtep further 
that the vote now moved, though adminiſtration acknog 
ledged the facts, would be diſcredited, if it ſhould receſ cor 
a negative; but would be believed, if it received their Lon | 
ſhips ſanction: allowing all this, he ſtill contended that ies 
could not be productive af diſcloſing our national weaknel 
berauſe the vote would be underRood, by foreign powlhrel 
as the fiſt introductory meaſure of putting the nation - 


ES ATHL 


e of defence, ſufficient to repel any attack which might 
bly be in the contemplation of our enemies. 


Lord Camden ridiculed the idea of mock ſecrecy, affected Lord Came 


lt ever attempted to be put on the good ſenſe and under- 
nding of that Houſe, The notion of conquering America 
5 ablurd at any time, but more ſo now, when France had 
every thing, but mere form, declared America indepen- 
t. He reminded their Lordſhips, that the preſent peri- 
s ſituation which this country was now in, had been fre- 
en: ly foretold in that Houſe, He particularly adverted to 
act, ſtated very early by the noble Duke in the blue rib- 
ncar him [Duke of 9 of the two French gentle- 
n, who went to Mr, Waſhington's camp near Boſton, in 
ſummer 1775, and from thence to the Congreſs at Phi- 
n elphia. This, he believed, was the firſt foundation of 
connection between France and the colonies. Though 
fact had happened ſeveral months before it was men- 
ned to their Lordſhips, yet adminiſtration ſeemed totally 
jorant of its reality, and treated the tranſaction as originat- 
in a mere ſpirit of curioſity, or mercantile adventure. 
hat was the conſequence of this firſt overture on the part 
cr France? Farly in the next ſummer the Congreſs ſend 
, Deane to the court of France in a public character; he 
it followed by Dr. Franklin the next winter, who is armed 
h more complete and extenſive powers. Henceforward 
h (ubſtantial effect of the moſt ſolemn amity and alliance 
ues. France opens a trade with our colonies ; ſhe ſends 
arms, ammunition, cloathing, and officers to diſcipline 
ir troops, and inſtruct them in- the art of war. During 
whole of theſe tranſactions, remonſtrances are made, pro- 
es given, explanations added; but ſtill France, by one 
ans or other, perſiſts in the ſame conduct. Ordinances 
flued ; thoſe ordinances are no ſooner made public, but 
re evaded, altered, or modified in ſuch a manner as 
to amount to nothing, In fine, France effects, by re- 
ed modes of evaſion, her utmoſt wiſhes ; ſometimes hold- 
[2 firmer Janguage, at others a more moderate, and again 
King declarations of the warmeſt friendſhip, till at length 
completes the firſt part of her plan, that of diſuniting 
aerca from this country, and giving our colonies juſt that 
dies of aſſiſtance which has enabled them now to defy our 
vigorous exertions. She enabled America to do what, 
preſumed, no Lord in that Houſe would controvert. 
i America 


me noble Lords on the other fide, as the moſt barefaced 4. 
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the very formidable and reſpectable ate of the navy; ti 


fu our ſeamen might be, he thought it preſumptuous t 
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America could have never effected, without her, to yi 
ſtand the whole power of this country. 

Whether adminiſtration ſaw this in the early ſtages of 
conteſt, or not, he would not pretend to determine; but} 
could ſay, that they had been repeatedly told of it; and th 
when too late, they began to be undeceived. For notyij 
ſtanding the pacific aſſurances, and the deluſive priy 
promiſes, and public acts, which had been boaſted of yi 
ſo much paiade, it is now known that the ports of L'Otiz 
and Nantz are blocked up by a Britiſh naval force. Thr 
frigates are now cruiſing oft thoſe ports, to intercept ſu 
cours going to America, and to put a ſtop to that we 
commerce which the French King, in his public edis 
pretends to prohibit, If miniſters ſhould carry their thr 
into execution, and, from remonſtrating, reſort to op 
force, he had not a doubt but a war muſt be the conk 
quence, He preſumed, that there was not a ſingle men 
in adminiſtration would diſpute it. He inſiſted that Frand 
be the occaſion what it might, meant from the beginning 
take part with America in the contet, He was equal 
certain, that ſhe intended a war with this country, when | 
proper ſeaſon ſhould preſent itſelf. That ſeaſon was alnd 
preſent, and he was perfectly ſatisfied that a war with th 
united power of the Houſe of Bourbon was approaching 
It was. certain in all events, and he had ſtrong realont 
believe, was not far diſtant. | 

On the only two ſerious grounds on which the preſee 
ſtate of this country could be defended, much had been fi 
by the noble Lords who oppoſed the motion. The firſt v 


ſecond, the juſt dependence we ought to have on that ca 
ſtitutional mode of defence, our national militia, Vi 
navy was ſtiled our great bulwark : it was repreſented 28 
reſiſtible and invincible. No Lord, in that Houle, ent 
tained an higher opinion of the proweſs and {kill of our le 
men than he did. The ſtate of out navy not being prope 
in the contemplation of the committee, he ſhould defer gui 
his ſentimenis on the ſubject till enabled ſo to do from! 
papers on the table; but as that matter was already taken 
granted, and relied upon accordingly, in argument, ont 
other ſide; he thought it his duty to declare his opinie 
how far ſuch a defence ought or ought not to be relied d 
He would firſt premiſe, that however bold, brave, and fi 


they were invincible, He was willing to believe, and e. 


perien 


ence had taught him to expect, that when a Britiſh fleet 
equal in point of ſtrength, number, &c. they would 
tail; but allowing this, he ſhould be extremely ſorry 
tin the confidence of our ſuperiority, either as to naval 
I! or perſonal bravery, that we ſhould ever riſque the fate 
his country ſolely on our navy, Every kind of war, but 
we all, operations at ſea, were liable to accidents, or 
kt be controuled by Providence. Winds, tides, &c. 
re not at the diſpoſal of human policy; nay, though all 
ſe ſhould tend to hold the balance even, the conflict might 
nate in our disfavour, and, according to the conclu- 
drawn from the conſideration of our naval ſuperiority, 
gt end in our total deſtruction, if, in conſequence of a 
rat, a numerous, powerful, and well-diſcipliued enemy 
uld land in this kingdom. The race was not always with 
ſwift, nor the battle with the ſtrong. Beſides, there 
fe inſtances, more than one, within his own memory, in 
ich, though we had acknowledged ſuperiority at ſea, yet, 
m other circumſtances before alluded to, that ſuperiority 
ied its aid in the manner contended for. One was, when 
re was a very formidable and alarming armament at Dun- 


Cted, if the embarkation had not been prevented by a 
m, which deſtroyed the tranſports, veſſels, boats, &c. 
ined to carry the invaders to the Britiſh ſhore : the other 
of a later date, when a noble Lord abſent from his place 
rd Hawke] had the honour of defeating th: fleet under 
nfeur Conflans, in the year 1759. Indeed, it required 
little argument to prove the abſurdity of truſting the 
tection, ſafety, nay very exiſtence of the nation, to ſo 
carious a defence as that of our fleet alone. It was well 


e, in the vicinity of our coaſts ; and it was equally as well 
Wn, that in the ſpace of twenty-four hours ſhe might, 


fer, from Calais, and other ports in the channel, to in- 
eus with ſuch an army as would drive us to the neceſſity 


bebting for our very exiſtence and independence as a 
jon. | 


its preſent wretched and undiſciplined ſtate : and con- 


eu national ſecurity, at the preſent tremendous period, 


called 


55 in the year 1743, at which time, the winds being un- 
ourable to the Britiſh fleet, the invaſion muſt have been 


wn that France had at all times a powerful military 
preſſing fiſhing-boats, ſmall craft, &c. have it in her 


s Lordſhip entered, beſides, into the conſideration of 
little dependence. we ought to have on our militia, : 


led with giving his aſſent to the reſolution, on the ground, 
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Ear] of 
Sandi ich ' 


- cumftances, next proceeded to expoſe what he called ti 
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called for a ſuitable military defence; and that of courſe x 
of the old corps, in the terms of the reſolution, could 
ſpared out of the kingdom, without hazarding the moſt. 
gerous conſequences. 

Earl of Sandwich paid ſeveral ironical compliments to 
noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, on his great knowledge, 
lents, and volubility of ſpeech, but which, in the pref 
inſtance, he feared had run away with his judgment, | 
preſumed the noble and learned Lord did not mean to exy 
our national weakneſs by aſſenting to the motion, He ſy 

fed the contrary ;3 and was inclined to think ſo from 
noble Lord's own argument; for ſurely if his Lordſhip in 

ined the nation to be in the weak and defenceleſs | 
which had been repreſented by his noble friends, and whi 
the reſolution was ſuppoſed to import, he could neverh 
brought himſelf to point out the means of invading us, 
inſtruct our enemies to attack us with ſucceſs; he co 
never have deſcribed the wretched ſtate of the national mi 
tia, or aſſerted, that a Britiſh fleet might be beaten upon 
equality; that the uncertainty of winds and tides rende 
our naval defence precarious, and not to be at all depenk 
on. Much leſs would the noble Lord have alluded to 
ſtances in ſupport of thofe arguments, and, on the whe 
have contended, that in ſpite of our naval ſuperiority Fra 
might, at any time, in the ſpace of four hours (Hate 
Lordſhip was corrected,” by being informed it was twenl 
four hours] collect flat-bottomed boats, fiſhing veſſels, 
other {mail craft, and land an army in this iſland with 
interruption, or indeed a ſeeming poſhbility of miſcarriy 
His Lordſhip having dwelt a conſiderable time on thoſe 


abſurdity ; he ſaid, his Lordſhip poſſeſſed ſuch tranſcen® 
abilities, ſuch a crowd of ideas, was bleſſed with ſuch prof 
utterance, and ſuch a weight of eloquence, he was al! 
happy in hearing him ſpeak on ſubjects he underſtood; | 
altured him, he never deſired to find him on ſalt water; 
he was clearly out of his element. This being the d 
though he would ſcarcely venture to contend with the Jean 
Lord upon any other ſubject, he would take the liber 
ſet his Lordſhip right; previous to which he thought | 
per to give his general ſentiments as to the effect of ties 
quiry. He ſaid he was, from ihe firſt ſteps taken In! 
buſineſs, totally againſt diſcloſing any matter which mi 
tend to expoſe to foreign powers the Rate of this kingd0! 
or, in general, that of our nayal or military ſtrength; 7 


reaſons were, that whatever was ſaid in that Houſe, 
mediately got abroad, He had heard, not og Fane 
luding to a noiſe made upon re-entering of the Houſe, 
er the firſt diviſion] a great buſtle, occaſioned by people, 
ſuppoſed, entering the Houſe by force. He perceived 
t the ſpace below the bar was crowded ; he would not 
ermine on the propriety or impropriety of admitting 
ngers ; but certainly it was a fair conſequence to draw,z 
t foreign powers had their emiſſaries in that Houſe, who 
uld, by the very firſt opportunity, tranſmit home an ac- 
nt of what was then paſſing. Such being the caſe, he 
uld have hardly thought it neceſſary to reply to the mat- 
$ thrown out by the learned Lord; but that his filence 
ght be conſtrued into an acquieſcence in what had been 
ed by his Lordſhip. On this account alone, he begged 
indulgence of the Houſe for a few minutes, on the ſub- 
of what came within his own knowledge, both as a 
ber, and as preſiding at the admiralty board. 

Da the firſt fact alluded to by the noble Lord, relative to 
armament at Dunkirk, when the late Marſhal Saxe came 
e, to command the troops deſtined to invade this king- 
p, he contended, that the project was deemed wild, 2 
, and impracticable; and the event proved it was ſo; 
the veſſels being obliged to lie in an open, dangerous 
d, the firſt heavy gale of wind which happened deſtroyed 
tranſport veſſels, daſhed them againſt each other, which 
ed in their deſtruction, and defeated the project. Inde- 
lent of this circumſtance, he ſaid, as long as we have a 


poſſibly ſucceed. And even while the armament at 
kirk was pending, he ſaw hogſheads of letters, both 


ers ſerving in the intended expedition, totally repro- 
t, and earneſtly wiſhing all thoughts of it were laid 
e . 5 


1 Lordſhip next ridiculed, the learned Lord's aſſertions 
u invaſion from Calais, The learned Lord muſt firſt 
ole, that an armament at that, or any other port on the 


having any previous knowledge of it; and his Lordſhip 
lt likewiſe 9 that, when collected and ready to 
our fleet in the Downs would reſt nne, and let the 
ment paſs without deſtroying it. But even granti 

E 9 


* 


nor fleet, no embarkation at any port in the channel 


n perſons reſident at Dunkirk and elſewhere, and from 
Ing the folly, abſurdity, and impractibility of the at- 


ach coaſt, in the channel, could be collected, without 
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the enemy land? Such an armament, conſiſting of flat bg, 


ſtance which rendered the militia reſpectable; and would, i 
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that all impediments of this kind were removed, where cod 


tomed boats, &c. could not be ſuppoſed fit to keep the ſaa: 
if not, then he ſhould be obliged to the learned Lord, 9 
land, as well as he had collected, this armament. 

His Lordſhip then replied to the learned Lord, on f 
ſubject of the militia, He ſaid, his Lordſhip had been i 
moſt as unlucky in his military, as in his naval aſſertion, 
His Lordſhip ſeemed to be equally ignorant of them boy 
He had condemned the employing of ſubſtitutes in the mil. 
tia z now in his apprehenſion, and experience had confirm 
him 1n it, the employing of ſubſtitutes was the very circun 


occaſion ſnould make it neceſſary, render it formidable, Inftex 
of giving us weak, decrepid, or wretched unſeryiceable may 
it had a direct contrary effect. It was the cauſe of filling 
the militia corps with able men. The grocer, manufactum 
&c. who knew nothing of military diſcipline, was excuſe 
upon procuring a ſubſtitute to ſerve for him. This mu 
perhaps trained to arms, ſtrong, robuſt, of an healthy con 
ſtitution, ſerved as long as the law permitted him; a 
either inſtructed his comrades, if before a ſoldier, or, 
habit of a long ſervice in the militia, became one. When 
as in the ether manner, the drawing by lot thoſe on whon 
the lot fell, unuſed to arms, or unfit from ſome natural a 
* je impediment, anſwered no end whatever. He rec 
lected, that he had ſerved himſelf, in the militia corps, 0 
under the command of a noble Duke juſt gone from his pla 
[Duke of Mancheſter] and what he now obſerved was Hu 

caſe, particularly at the beginning of the late war: and! 
had every reaſon to be ſatisfied, that if the embodying tix 
militia, at any future period, ſhould become neceſſary, tis 

preſent corps could ſoon be rendered as uſeful as thok 
on, which on different occaſions, ſuch high commendatio 
had been beſtowed. | I 
He added, that he believed his years would excuſe lit 
from the ſervice ; the age of a militia man being limited i 
fifty years; and he was ſure he was conſiderably more ti 
that; but if he was again to ſerve, he proteſted he woul 
ſooner depend, in the moment of difficulty, on ſubſiitutth 
than on men drawn by lot. 1 
The learned Lord had talked of ſome of our cruizers veil 
ſtationed, off Nantz and L'Orient. He affirmed, he hee 
nothing of the matter; if the fact was ſo, the orders did 
| com 


Lk ne 


e from him. If it was true, he thought it not proper 
his Lordſhip to divulge it; and adminiſtered one ſtrong 
aſon more to ſhew how extremely improper it was to lay 
fore that Houſe, or rather to publiſh it to the very party 
o might be ſuppoſed to be the moſt intereſted in ſuch a 
nſaftion 3 and it might beſides inform our enemies, if 
effity ſhould call for ſuch a meaſure, of the deſtination 
our naval force. 

On the whole, he thought it extremly imprudent, if not 
bly cenſurable, to expoſe our weakneſs, if any ſuch 
akneſs exiſted 5 and if it did not, the folly or blame was 
| encreaſed 3 but above all, his Lordſhip condemned ſuch 
ns of the learned Lord's ſpeech, as tended to invite a 
pture with, or an attack from our foreign enemies. 


matters of ſuch ſingular importance, He diſclaimed 
ery idea of introducing jeſt and merriment on the preſent 
cation, He charged adminiſtration with all the evils that 
preſent threatened this nation; and reprehended, in terms 
ordering upon reproach, the authors of the implied impu- 
tion thrown out on thoſe who obſtructed the meaſures ſup- 
ted by the noble Lord. His grace obſerved, that the 
ain argument uſed by his Lordſhip was of the moſt extra- 
dinary kind he ever heard. Oppoſition have teſtified 
cir diſſent of ſuch and ſuch meaſures ; they have foretold 
e events that would happen in conſequence of them; of 
purſe, oppoſition were the cauſe of thoſe unhappy events.” 
his, he inſiſted, was a language not to be endured. He 
uſted, that the day of enquiry and retribution was not far 
t; that the day was ſwiftly approaching, on which ſuch a 


cepted of. He contended, that the nation had been be- 
ed, miſguided, and miſled; and that every miſchief 
dich had already been brought upon us, or threatened the 
tion, had been occaſioned by the inability, treachery, or 
lign of thoſe to whom the conduct of public affairs had 
en entruſted, From miniſters every evil originated; from 
em of courſe redreſs or ſatisfaction would be ultimately 
bught and obtained. The Sovereign was ſurrounded by 
ch men; he was adviſed by evil counſellors. The nation, 
conſequence of their power and influence over the Sove- 
gn, was led to the brink of ruin. It was now become ab- 
Iutely neceſſary that ſuch councils ſhould continue no 
| A a 2 longer 


fence dare not be avowed; or, if ſet up, would not bo 
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The Duke of Grafton, ſaid he diſapproved of the manner Duke of 
Jopted by the laſt noble Lord, who ſpoke in the diſeuſſion Sten 
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longer to operate or miflead. The nation called for gy 
men and other meaſures; and he was certain both wg 
be required, and muft be obtained. The throne was » 
only ſurrounded by weak, but he feared wicked men. 
in the general mode of conducting the affairs of poys 
ment, miniſters were ſupported in carrying through dou 
ful meaſures, not in their poſſible conſequences of any gr 
importance; if on ſuch occaſions, even improper com 
ances took place; and that an acquieſcence might be fail 
interpreted into a ſupport of government ; if, in ſuch af 
poſed caſe, the influence of the crown, and the power 
thoſe _—_ under its authority, might be ſuppoſed, on x 
count of favours granted or promiſed, to bias the gent 
conduct of Parliament; the evils reſulting, if any, fr 
this influence and theſe motives, might be remedied, or iii: 
moved, when they were diſcovered ; but in a caſe like 
preſent, when the very exiftence of the nation depended 
the iſſue, he hoped no man would fuffer himſelf to be led} 
ſuch an improper influence, or to be guided by ſuch hi 
ſordid, and unworthy motives. He was once in office hu 
{elf ; and by every light he could obtain then, and H 
before and fince, he was fully juſtified in affirming, thatt 
mation, ſhould the meaſures now purſuing be perfiſtedi 
let the promiſed event of them be what they might, cod 
not much longer bear the burden. What he was now g 
ing to offer, was but the opinion of a private man; but 
dis information was not very ill founded indeed, he ci 
venture to affirm, that a war with France was ſwiftly q 
* He would not pretend to fix the exact tim 

he undertook to ſay, it would take place within the ur 
riod of three months at the fartheſt, if a peace with Amen 
was not immediately agreed to. A peace with America! 
ventured to predict would enſure the continuance of pa 
with our natural enemies; without that, a war with d 
latter was inevitable. ES Þ 
His grace next endeavoured to ſhield his learned fri! 
from the wanton attacks of the noble Lord who ſpoke beit 
him. He confirmed the fact alluded to by the learned Loi 
relative to the affair of Conflans's fleet; and lamented d 
abſence of the noble Lord [Lord Hawke] who could hr 
ſo properly informed their Lordſhips-on that ſubject, as K 
as ſeveral other matters mentioned in the courſe of the 
bate. He ſaid, he well remembered that we had notice 
2 very formidable armament being preparing to ſail n ; 
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invaſion. 


t were they out of office, aſk the advice of any Lord on 
e other fide the Houſe. He added, that our fleet was 
. ſtrong to repel any naval force that could be ſent 
unſt us. | 
Upon the queſtion being put, that the noble Lord do leave 
e chair, the committee divided, when the numbers were, 
ntents, 34, not contents 91. KD 
Committee adjourned to February 6. 
Houſe adjourned to February 4. 

| | February 4. 


ir opinions upon the legality of raifing regiments for his 
aeſty's ferview: without he Austen of 3 — J had 
reaſons for doing ſo. 

My firſt reaſon was, my own conſcious want of legal 
ledge to decide upon ſo important a caſe. 

My ſecond, that the twelve judges, like the twelve apoſtles, 
dz upright men [and yet, my Lords, even among theſe 
tles, there was one Judas Iſcariot, who, as that rever- 
bench will tell us, betrayed his maſter ; and with a kiſs 
, my Lords, God forbid, that under ſuch ſemblance of 
Kctment, there be any Judas Iſcariot among our judges !] 
Y, my Lords, that the judges having not now on the 
ders of corruption for, my Lords, corruption has taken 
gher courſe, it is our legiſlators, and not our 
judges, 


— 


in the winter 1759; and that Sir Edward, now Lord 
zwke, was ordered to watch its motions. What was the 
ſequence? The admiral ſtationed off Uſhant, where he 
is ordered to cruize, was blown into Torbay by contrary 
ind, The ſame wind that compelled him to return to 
bay from his ſtation, ſerved the French fleet under Con- 
ns to come out of Breſt water, and to collect the tranſ- 
ts, in order to proceed towards Ireland, to invade that 
dom. So matters ſtood at the very inſtant Providence 
erpoſed. A briſk wind ſprung up, not only to enable the 
Imiral to quit Torbay, and return to his former ſtation, 
t to catch the French fleet, ſtruggling with a hard gale to 
ll their tranſports out of port; from which his Grace drew 
is inference, that our naval defence, however ſuperior or 
midable, was not ſufficient, ſolely, to protect us from 


The Earl of Abingdon. When I made my laſt motion to Earl of 
ur Lordſhips for a call of the judges, in order to take Abingder. 


-_ "_ 


Earl of Sandwich denied that the preſent miniſtry were gan of 
popular, and ſaid, that in all probability the people would Sandwich. 
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this mode of raiſing men was legal, to propoſe an a{ſociati 


bar to prove a fact of ſo much notoriety. But, my Lords 
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Judges, that are corrupt] I was in hopes to have found! 
them, or at leaſt in a majority of them, an honeſt andy 
biaſſed opinion. = 

Theſe, my Lords, were the motives of my motion: h 

there was ftill other ground I had to reſt it upon. I 
conceived that the judges, being the conſtitutional att 
dants of this Houſe, to adviſe with them in points of | 
was the very reaſon of their being ſo; and that it wa 
Tight in every peer of the Houſe, for the more ſafe and hy 
ter direction of his vote and conduct, to call for their 
tendance to this end: but, my Lords, inſtead of thiz 
find that none have a right to information that are not int 
majority. If the majority think fit, the judges may g 
their opinion; if they do not, the minority muſt remain 
ignorance. | | 

It has been objeCted, that no fingle Lord has a right toc: 
for attendance of the judges. In the firft place, I denyt 
fact, that any fingle Lord did call for their attendance, 
was the voice of many, and of thoſe who ought to have hi" 
greateſt weight with this Houſe ; but if it had not been { 
and I were alone in this motion, I would maintain the pn 
vilege in my own perſon. Let the journals of the Howl 
ſhew an order to the contrary. 

Another objection was on account of the inexpediency 
putting ſuch a queſtion to the judges. Good God! M 
Loads, can it ever be inexpedient to know right fro 
wrong ? Can it be inexpedient to determine legality fr 
legality ? Is it not our duty to do this? T only aſk to a 
the laws of the land expounded to me. I required nothu 
illegal; all I deſired was information; intending, that 


of the independent whigs of this country, for the purpoſe 
embodying troops to defend the King and preſerve the cl 
ſtitution. If it be illegal, how durſt miniſters countenatk 
and encourage illegality ? 
A third objeftion was, that J had not proved the faltt 
regiments were raiſing without the ſanction of Parliamel 
My Lords, this quibble — well become a pleader aty 
Old-Bailey, but it was unbecoming of him from whom , 
came, and of the dignity of this Houſe. Vour Lord 
would hardly force one of yourſelves to bring witneſſes tod 


will trouble your Lordſhips no more upon this head. ? 


cęiving that the preſent miniſters are ready to vote an, 
1 6 pri 0 


of 
d! 
uu 


| withdraw my motion for the attendance of the judges, 


- 


e intended to be propounded to them. 8 


wtely into the diſcuſſion of the great and important queſ- 
n that I am now about to ſubmit to your Lordſhip's con- 


ves, had they attended, ſo muſt I now leave it to the 
er and the better informed of this Houſe : but, my 
rds, as your Lordſhips may expect iny ſenſe of this mat- 
it is my duty not to withold it from you. | 
Lords, I will read to your Lordſhips an advertiſe- 
nt from a public paper, which I have in my hand. 

Here the advertiſement from the London Tavern was 
Us * ; : 

| Y RY if this be not unconſtitutional, I know not 
tis. In my poor opinion, it is not only the moſt no- 
jous violation of the rights of Parliament that has hap- 
ied fince the levying of ſhip-money, but when I compare 
caſes together, and conſider what has been done ſince, 
the eſtabliſhment of our conſtitution, I can ſee no diffe- 


onſtitutional. 


the authority of Parliament. Here, my Lords, is a ſet 
contractors, under the immediate influence of the crown, 


u voul-be-contractors, with ſuch like vermin of the ſtate, 
ung into a very large ſubſcription of money [pending 
+ itting of Parliament, and without its authority] for 


L am aware, my Lords, I ſhall be told, that the one is 


oo act, and that the other was the effect of com- 
on; but this, my Lords, makes no alteration in the 


* — 
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ell 

＋ E London Tavern, Jan. 17, 1778. 
; At i h . e: 

- Aa meeting of ſeveral merchants and others, friends to their King and coun- 
n in order to ſupport the conſtitutional authority of Great · Britain, over her re- 
hu m colonies in America. It was unanimouſly reſolved and agreed, that 


ſubſcription be opened for the above purpoſe ; and that the 


i viſdom, ſhall think fit. 5 


tang 


lege which a better miniſtry would wiſh to preſerve, I 
| will take the ſenſe of this Houſe upon thoſe points which 


Lords, it cannot be expected of me, that I enter 


tation. As this would have been the buſineſs of the 


ce between them. They both, to me, appear equally 
barles the Firſt, exacted money from his ſubjects, with- 


lng men to ſerve his Majeſty, in what manner he ſhall. 


. It was the thing obtained, and not the mode of ob- 


i therefrom, be applied under the direction of a committee of the ſubſeri- 
in rang men for his Majeſty's fervice, in ſuch manner as his Majeſty 


® ##, : 
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his Parliament; and whether he obtained it by exaQtion, i 


done before, 
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taining it, that conſtituted the illegality. It was the mon 
that Charles wanted, that he might have nothing to (ay f 


by gift, the danger and the illegality were the ſame, 

It is true, the petition of right ſays, that no man ſhi 
be compelled to make or yield any gift, loan, benevolene 
tax, or ſuch like charge, without common conſent by | 
of Parliament; but, my Lords, it is not by the letter of th 
law that Parliament is to be directed, but by its meaning, y 
the ſpirit of the conſtitution. And, my Lords, what hö ü 
AT of the law herein, and the ſpirit of the conſtit 
tion? It is, my Lords, and no Lord of Parliament yi 
venture to deny it, that the King ſhall receive no ſuppl 
but through the medium of Parliament; for this is to mi 
the King independent of Parliament, and to make Parj 
ment an uſeleſs burthen upon the nation. Money is pom 
money produces armies, and againſt armies the libertiest 


this country cannot contend. And yet, my Lords, here I 
m fubſcribing, in vaſt ſums, for raifing armies, to tic 
uſe of the crown, without grant of Parliament. 
My Lords, I will repeat and aver, that there is no diſc 
rence between this caſe, and the caſe of ſhip-money ; for ii 
crown. is dependent on Parliament for every national ſuppl" 
Let us now ſec what the bill of rights ſays : up 
The bill of rights declares, . that the levy ing of money i Pe 
or to the uſe of the crown, by pretence of prerogatii e 
without grant of Parliament, for a longer time, or in it 
other manner than the ſame is or ſhall be granted, is i 
= My Lords, to levy money is to rai& money. W's 
now no other meaning belonging to the term; and i; 
* 


this then raiſing money to the uſe of the Crown withd 
grant of Parliament? and for the worſe purpoſe too—for i 
purpoſe of raifing men in arms; not, my Lords, [as 
been fuggeſted, to miflead this Houſe] as recruits tor t 
army voted by Parliament, but as new regiments, for ü 
wiſdom of the crown to difpole of. | 
But now, my Lords, I ſhall be told that this has be 
ſhall have precedents quoted upon me, 4 

I ſhall hear that the ſame thing was done in the laſt rei 
lion. But, my Lords, beſides, that precedent cannot a 
the eonſtitution, upon what plea was it done? Upon! 
tyrant's plea: the plea of neceſſity. England was 114% 
by Scotch rebels, and the now loyal county of Lancaſter® 
in rebellion too, againſt his preſent Majeſty's grandfathe- 


_ > 
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his was the neceſſity, and I hope it will never exiſt 
in; but even when this neceſſity urged the meaſure, 
at was ſaid againſt it? 
I will tell your Lordſhips from a ſpeech of Mr. Humphry 
genham, in the Houſe of commons, in the year 1746; he 
, © I muſt obſerve that this way of raiſing money for 
public ſervice, by the ſubſcription of private men, is 
h an incroachment upon the privileges of this Houſe, and 
ſuch dangerous conſequences to the liberties of the na- 
p, that, in my opinion, it highly deſerves our cenſure,” 
is was the language, even in thoſe days, when we had 
rebellion raging even in the very heart of the kindom ; 
| if it was then thought an incroachment upon the privi- 
es of Parliament, and of dangerous conſequence to the 
rties of the nation, what muſt it now be, when the re- 
jon, if it be a rebellion, is 3000 miles diſtant from us? 
There is one thing more I will bring to your Lordſhips 
tice, 
he only excuſe, for I will not call it an argument, I 
Fe ever heard of the right of Parliament to tax the colo- 
„ and of courſe for this nefarious war, is “ that if the 
omes give free grant to the crown, as has been cuſtomary to 
upon. requiſition, the crown might become independent 
Parliament for ſupplies.” This was the cry of miniſters, 
hide their worſe deſigns. This was the doctrine of our 
Ipits, It was the terrifying apprehenſion of Parliament; 
| therefore, fay Parliament, the Americans ſhall not give 
grant their own money to make the crown independent 
Parliament, but we will give and grant their money for 
Mm, Let us not then, my Lords, ſuffer that to be done 
ger our very noſes, which was the pretence of levying 
sage war upon America. N 
all thouſands and tens of thouſands of pounds be laid at 
feet of the crown, without even the knowledge of Par- 
ment, and thoſe who do it receive honours from the 
n for io doing, whilſt we remain unconcerned ſpectators 
rot? My Lords, let our example inform the other 
che e of Parliament of its danger. I confeſs, my Lords, 
n e at theſe proceedings, and ] will tell your Lord- 
ps why. | 
va hen Tories, Jacobites and Scotchmen, are the firſt ad- 
llers for taking away the liberties of three millions of his 
vet. WPfty's ſubjects in America, and are now the firſt to take 
"Ms in this country, common ſenſe tells me, that there 
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ing unneceſſary on thoſe occaſions, that there was an a 
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is fomething more in this than mere” loyalty to the Hay 
rr | 

It is my loyalty then to the King, it is my duty to Py 
liament, and my zeal for the liberties of the people, thaj 
the cauſe of my alarm. Theſe are the motives, whi 
from much loved retirement, has brought me forth into t 
buſy ſcenes of life; and which nothing could reconcile; 
my diſpoſition but a ſenſe of my duty. SE RR 
My Lords, I will now ſubmit to your Lordſhips, . 
reſolutions for the adoption of this Houſe, without any oth 
recommendation of them than their own importance, 

& Reſolved, that it be the opinion of this Houſe, chat i 
giving or granting of money, as private aids, or beneyole 
ces, without the ſanction of Parliament, for the purpoſe | 
raiſing armies for his Majeſty's ſervice, is againſt the phi” 
of the conſtitution, and the letter of the law. 
Le Reſolved, that it be the opinion of this Houſe, that! 
obtaining of money by ſubſcription, and under the direfhi 
of a committee of the ſubſcribers, to be applied in raff 
of men for his Majeſty's ſervice, in ſuch manner as his M 
jeſty ſhall think fit, is not only unconſtitutional and illeg 
but a direct infringement of the rights, and an abſdlt 
breach of the privileges, of Parliament,” . 

Earl Gower ſaid, ſuch language as had been made ut n 
by the noble Earl, had never before been uttered in cith 
Houſe of Parliament. 3, -- pe 

Lord Cardiff ſaid, the Scots had wiped off the gs 
rebellion, by their many recent proofs of loyalty. Int 
laſt war ſuch ſubſcriptions were not reprobated, but © 
r „ 1 heel 
Earl of Eyingham ſaid, in the war of 1756, ten regime 
had been raiſed without the interpoſition of Parliament; 
that there was at that time a ſtanding act of the Hoff. 
called an act of credit, by which their ſanction was extend 
in ſuch a predicament, to all the operations of the cr 
He ſaid, that ſo far from the concurrence of Parliament um 


Parliament, made in the reign of Charles the Second. 4 
Act was read.“ 33. 1 * Re © 3 1 3 . 
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Anno 13. Car. R. 2 ihe your Majeſties moſt loyal and q 
| No. 2 dient ſubjects, the Lords and © 
ons in Fafiament affembled, taking into conſiders 


bY 


His Lordſhip obſerved. that theſe reftriftions implied the 


me meaſure voluntarily conferred; had their origin and 
thotity from Parliament. | 2 
Earl 


2 N 22 K. 


jeſty's great and important occaſions for a ſpeedy ſupply of 
nies, which can noe waies be ſo reddyly raiſed as by a free and 
luntaty preſent to your Majeſty from thoſe who are able and 
ling to aide your Majeſty in this ſuddaine exigency, as a teſti- 
ny of their affections to your Majeſty, and in eaſe of the poorer 
of your ſubjects, doe therefore beſeech your, Majeſty, that it 
xy be enacted, and be it enacted by the King's moſt excellent 
zeſty, by and with the advice and conſent of the Lords and 
mmons in this preſent Parliament aſſembled, and by the au- 
rity of the ſame; that your Majeſty may iſſue out ſuch and fo 
ay ſeveral commiſſions under your Majeſty's Great Seal of Eng- 
d into the ſeveral counties, cities, towns corporate, and all 
er places in England and Wales, and town of Berwick upon 
ed, directed to ſuch perſons as your Majeſty ſhall think fit, 
the receiving of ſuch ſubſcriptions as your Majeſty's good ſub- 
b ſhall voluntarily offer for ſupply of your Majeſty's preſſin 

lions; and likewiſe to iſſue ſuch other commiſſions to ſuc 

er perſons as your Majeſty ſhall think fitt for collecting and re- 
ving the monies ſo ſubſcribed, the acquittances of which re- 
Aire receivers, or of any one of them, are immediately to be 
de, and given without any fee, upon payment made, and ſhall 
an abſolute diſcharge for the ſume ſo ſubſcribed ; and in caſe 
b ſubſcriptions ſhall, upon any occaſion, be returned into the 
urt of Exchequer, or any other place, the payment thereof ſhall 
likewiſe returned together with the ſame, provided that no 
eſs ſhall iſſue out of the exchequer againſt any perſon ſo ſub. 
ding but within two years next after the paſſing of this act. 
for the better execution of the ſaid ſervice, the ſaid commiſ- 
ners of the counties, citties, townes corporate, and all other 
es aforeſaid reſpectively, ſhall, and are hereby enjoined, with 
convenient ſpeed, after the iſſuing out and receite of the ſaid 
peive commiſſions, to meet together at the moſt uſual and 
Don place of meeting, within each of the ſaid countys, cities, 
"ns Corporate, and all other places; and the ſaid commiſfioners, 
b miny of them as ſhall be preſent at the ſaid. firſt general 


Is and agreements, ſever themſelves into hundreds, rapes, wa- 


ach manner and forme as to them ſhall ſeeme expedient ;z and 
| likewiſe, from tyme to tyre, give notice of the reſpective 
hes and places of their meetings; to the end that any perſons, 
"WB bodies 


wer of impoſing ; and that the ſubſcriptions, though in 


ning, or the major part of them, may, by them, by their con- 


makes, wardes, and other places within their reſpective limitts, 
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liberation of Parliament. In the year 1745, during the 


marnock, Cromartie and Balmarino, were tried, Ly 
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Earl of Suffolk ſaid, the royal prerogative varied wicht 
times. Being the executive part of the legiſlature, the u 
authority was, in many inſtances, not ſubject to the ſlow He 


rebellion in Scotland, when the three celebrated rebels, I 


Hardwicke took an opportunity on that occaſion to oba 
a public clamour which had originated from the ſame ki 


of ſubſcriptions that now prevail; and his opinion, e 


lemnly pronounced, his Lordſhip had now tranſcribed, x 
begged leave to read to the Houſe. The contents off 
yer were, to ſignify, that though ſeveral perſons had d 
jected to the cuſtom of ſupplying his Majefty's levies 
voluntary contributions, yet he would take upon him toi" 
firm, that the practice was perfectly legal and warrantah 
and that ſuch notions were no leſs ſeditious than unm 
Being convinced from theſe circumſtances, in the firſt pla 
that there could not be a nobler diſplay of Britiſh ſpin e 
than this unſolicited mode of aſſiſtance; and, in the ſeci . 
place, from the great authority he had quoted, that it 
entirely legal, he oppoſed the preſent motion as it then ſtool” 
and propoſed an amendment, that immediately after Hur 
words, *© reſolved, that it is the opinion of this Houſ 
Thould follow, that voluntary ſubſcriptions of money, WF" 
be applied towards compleating the troops which his pul 
jeſty has ordered at this time to be levied for the public 
vice, are contributions for legal purpoſes, made in a wi 
rantable manner, and highly meritorious.” * 


- 
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bodies politick or corporate, may, if they pleaſe, reſort to tl 
and make ſuch offers or preſent to your Majeſty as their « 
hearts ſhall prompt them to. | f 
Provided alwaies, that no perſon, not being a Peere of t 
realme, ſhall, in ſuch offer or preſent to your Majeſtie, exceed ing 
ſume of 2001. nor any Peere of this realme the ſume of 400l. ire. 
vided alſo, that no commiſſions, to be iſſued out by virtue of lac. 
act, ſhall be of force, or continue, as to the receiving of it! 
monies, or ſubſcriptions for monies, after the feaſt of St. Jobs" 
Baptiſt, which ſhall be in the year of our Lord One Thouſand 
Hundred and Sixty and Two; and bee it hereby declared, thut 
comiſfious or aides of this nature can be iſſued out, or levied 
by authority of Parliament; that this act, and the ſupply ben 
Franted, mall not be drawue into example for the tyme to co? 
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The Duke of Richmond ſaid he was exceedingly ſurpriſed Duke _ 

this turn which was given the main queſtion, called an _ 
nendment. He ſaid the noble Lord who moved the origi- 

| queſtion had dealt fairly and candidly by the Houſe, in 

plaining long before they met, the ſubſtance of what he 

xd to propoſe ; that the queſtion was now totally altered, 

d conſequently many noble Lords unprepared to ſpeak to 

| and hoped therefore the noble Lord would withdraw his 
nendment, | 

Lord Camden contended on the ſame ground. The firſt Lord Cam- 
ble Lord obſerving, that as long as ever he had been in _ 
rliament, he had never known an inftance of the whole 

neſtion being carried off in that manner. Was it, ſays he, 

ntraſted or extended; did the amendment go to ſoften, or 

plain any part of the original motion, it would be quite 

ur and parliamentary: but to take it all away but a few. for- 

al words in the beginning, was ſuch a ſtep as he hoped, for 

e honour of Parliament, would never be adopted in that 
louſe. a i 

Earl of Mansfield roſe, and after expreſſing his ſorrow that Earl of 

te arguments of the ſeveral Lords who had ſpoken, had been Manfieid 
dunded in the ſpirit of altercation, declared, that the pain 

ich he had felt on finding a debate conducted with ill-hu- 

jour, induced him even at that moment, to riſe and endea- 
bur to conciliate the minds of their Lordſhips, and bring 

em back to a proper conſideration of the ſubject on which 

th the original queſtion and the propoſed amendment were 

dunded. The faireſt and beſt mode of effecting this, the 

arl ſaid, would be to adopt the moſt frank and candid line 

conduct, and to revert to the original matter before the 

ouſe, The noble Lord who opened the buſineſs of the day, 

ad read two propofitions and moyed one. Precedents there 
ere doubtleſs,” on the journals, and thoſe in great number, 
ich ſanctified the entirely overturning a motion, by mo- 

ing an amendment, the form and purport of whieh were 

rely oppoſite to the intent and aim of thoſe words whoſe 

ce in the motion the amendment was intended to upply's 
t however ſuch Parliamentary craft might be ſupported by 

tom and uſage, when a queſtion was ſeriouſly propoſed 
Nth an intention to inveſtigate a point worthy the attention 
their Lordſhips, he could not but be of opinion, that it 
{4 more noble, wiſe and candid, to canvas the mgrits of the 
feltion fully, and get rid of it by a negative upon a divi- 
0, than thus to prevent its being entered upon by moving 
| a an 


3 
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pofitions were diſpoſed of, either by being carried afim 


er made out? Upon what had the noble Earl reſted i 


into for the purpoſe of raiſing money to ſtrengthen the han 


Ane judice ; they muſt 28 5 have facts, matters proved tot 
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an amendment, and rendering that the ſubject of debat 
Having faid this, his Lordſhip declared, he wiſhed the nor 
Lord who moved the amendment would adopt his ſentimem 
and withdraw the amendment, which, if he thought properiMWin 


he might afterwards renew in the form of a motion; au 
urged their Lordſhips to debate it, when the noble Ear!% Hv 


tively, or loſt on a diviſion. 

The Earl faid, as he was upon his legs he would ſpeak Wiſe: 
word or two relative to the propoſitions made by the nal 
Earl, and which he meant to have given his ſentiments upy 
had they ſtood the only ſubjects of debate. They were i 
their nature and form two-fold. The firſt ſtated a fact; th 
ſecond grounded a reſolution upon that fact. He had ſever 
objections to each, and ſome that went to both. With n 
Sard to the firſt, it was not regular in point of form: it fats 
2 ſuppoſed fact, viz. that money was raiſed illegally and u 
conſtitutional] y. Where was the proof? How was the all 


n the opening of his ſpeech he had produced what ? A pil 
lic newſpaper, from which he had read an advertiſement, i 
timating, that a meeting of merchants and others had bericir 
held at the London Tavern, when a ſubſcription was enter 


of government. The words of the motion had no referee 
to the newſpaper, or if they had, was that ground for the 
Lordfhips to proceed upon? Was newſpaper authority, a 
that vaguely introduced, proof ſufficient to eftabliſh a fat 
the ſatisfaction of that Houſe ? Did the newſpaper {takin 
it for granted that it was competent evidence to ſatisfy the 
Lordfſhips that a meeting was held for the purpoſe of ifi 
money to preſent to the King) ſhew that the money " 
gay and unconſtitutionally? Their Lordihy 
would act moſt unbecomingly to form reſolutions upon mi 
ters of rumour; they could not proceed to decide 2 teſt 


ſatisfaction of the whole Houſe to be facts, as the ground! 
their proceedings. With regard to the motion of the nod 
Earl, it was a mere allegation without a proof, thence lat 
to challenge, liable to contradiction: for one he diſcredit 
it; he could not believe that money was raiſed by the met 
= the London Tavern either illegally or unconftituol 

Hy; that it was raiſed for the ſervice of the King, he ve! 
believed, and who ſhould gainfay it? Every man might g 
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own, that every man might either give or leave the King 
nd; it had been often done, and no perſon ever dreamt of its 
ing illegal. + | 
With regard to the ſecond propoſition, the very terms of 
were inapplicable ; ſuppoſing the fact to be, that money 
s raiſed as the firſt propoſition ſtated, could ſuch ſub- 
iptions be deemed benevolences ? The donations ſo nomi- 
ted in antient times, though called free gifts, were noto- 
puſly the contrary 3 men were, when a commiſhon for pub- 
benevolences to the Crown was iffued, compelled to con- 
Ibute, and if they refuſed, or with-held their proportion, 
ey loſt their liberty, and were ſent to priſon, At the fame 
ne let the noble Lords conſider for what was the preſent 
hicription made—to affiſt the King with levy money; a 
ter often praiſed, and always eſſentially ſerviceable to 
: ſtate. The King, by his prerogative, was empowered 
levy men and raiſe an 8 When men were raiſed, the 
levies were reported to Parliament, whoſe duty it was 
provide for their ſubſiſtence, in caſe they did not think 
e levies improper, and paſs a cenſure upon them by giving 
eir negative. The nation could not be injured in the pre- 
t caſe, the profeſſed purpoſe of the public ſubſcriptions 
8s to furniſh additional levy money to make the bounties 
ger than government generally gave, and by that means 
quicken and render more eaſy the filling of the old corps, 
| completing the army. Suppoſing even that more men 
re raiſed than were enough to complete the number, what 
duld be the conſequence? The King muſt apply to Parlia- 
nt for more ſubſiſtence mòney. It was in the power of ei- 
r Houſe to negative the new levies, and what then? WE 
en, as many of the new levies as Parliament negatived, 
ut be diſbanded, the money ſubſcribed by individuals 
ld be loſt, and what miſchief would be done the nation, 
what injury would the liberty of the ſubject, or the privi- 
* of parliament ſuftain ? In anſwer to the argument urged, 
t Parliament ought to be conſulted, as to the raiſing of 
5 previous to new levies of any kind, long experience 
l ſhewed the impolicy of ſuch a cuſtom, and therefore it 
8 never practiſed. The King in raiſing an army, as in 
ng a ſubſidiary treaty, never applied to Parliament till 
ler each was effected; and it had for ages been deemed a 


power 


\ - 


e King money, as was well known; it was equally well 


cient ſecurity to the conſtitution, that Parliament had a 
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its negative upon either. 


This latter matter, the Earl declared, was thought high 
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power to diſband the one, or ſet aſide the other, by paſiy 


The Earl further ſaid, that the queſtion contained in t 
ſecond propoſition was by no means new to him; he 
heard it. agitated before, particularly in the year of the n 
bellion, when twelve noblemen raiſed regiments, when u 
luntary ſubſcriptions were frequent in all parts of the kg ii 
dom, and when the public ſpirit was ſo far rouſed, that! 
ſome pariſhes perſons went from houſe to houſe, colleMy 
and receiving contributions for the ſeryice of government: 


improper by many, and for this reaſon—it in ſome fort y 
proached the nature of the benevolences formerly obtain 
for although it did not compel contributions from individu 
under pain of impriſonment, it was ſo far compulſory, f 
thoſe who refuſed were marked perſons, and held out to te. 
neighbours as ſuch. But even under this idea, it never: 
2 a violation of the privilege of Parliament, or unc 
titutional ; on the contrary, a very great magiſtrate, a 
found conſtitutional lawyer, and a moſt upright man, f 
ord Chancellor Hardwicke, who, as the Houſe would, 
Lordſhip ſaid, he doubted not, readily believe, was notd 
Fo give his opinion without due conſideration, had taken d 
caſion, previous to the condemnation of the three Lords ml 
ſuffered for their aſſiſting in the rebellion, to deliver his { 
timents -upon the legality of raiſing men by voluntary 
ſcriptions of levy-money in the moſt clear and emphat 
terms, in the language of truth and conviction, in the u 
words which had in the courſe of the debate been read tot 
Houſe, by the noble Earl who moved the amendment: n 
was practice merely to be traced to that æra; a more rect 
inſtance had occurred in the year 1759, when the commo 
council of the city of London met in form, and voted le 
money. The ſubfcription, indeed, was not very ge 
amounting only to about joool. it was followed, howen 
by other ſubſcriptions of the great companies, merchal 
&c. and ſufficiently ſhewed the ſpirit of the people; i 
what. then enſued ? Was it reprobated as unconſtitutid! 
Were the ſubſcriptions deemed dangerous and illegal? ere 
Mr. Secretary Pitt wrote a very florid letter back to the ci. 
thaoking them for their-zeal, and applauding them for i 
loyalty and public ſpirit. - The letter was eafily to be i 
and it would be: found on reyerting to it, to contain the 
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tary of ſtate's approbation of the meaſure conveyed in the 
ongeſt terms that language would allow. ag 
After a great variety of arguments, moſt of them ſupport- 
by precedents, in proof that aſſiſting the King with 1 
ey in moments of public exigency, was neither unconſti 
tional nor illegal, nor an infringement of the rights and 

wileges of Parliament, the Earl concluded with declaring, . 

tit he highly approved of the public ſubſcriptions for that 

rpoſe ; that he thought the individuals who ſubſcribed, 

ted a very meritorious part, and deſerved every encomium 

ir Lordſhips could beſtow upon their conduct; for which 

aſon he ſhould give his negative to the propoſitions read, 

the motion made by the noble Earl. | 

Lord Camden ſpoke in reply to Lord Mansfield, and began Lord Cam- 
ith obſerving, that had the noble Earl early in the debate 4. 

yen his ſentiments on the irregularity of quaſhing the no- 

Earl's motion, by moving an amendment totally foreign 

the purport'of it, hẽ ſhould have been exceedingly happy, 

it might have aſſiſted their Lordſhips materially, by bring- 

gon a debate on the queſtion really before the Houſe, and 

hich was of too important a nature to be taken up haſtily, 

, by the bye, as the noble Earl had done, His Lordſhip 

clared his averſion to ſpeaking to any motion which was 

t fairly and fully before the Houſe ; he could not, how- 

er, he declared, conſiſtently with his feelings, forbear ſay- 

ga few words in anſwer to the ſentiments and poſitions of 

e noble Earl, who had, as it were, thrown out his opinion 

Irally, although that opinion, unreſiſted and unrephed to, 

ye their Lordſhips a colourable pretext for paſſing a nega- 

e on the motion of the noble Earl who had made the two 
opolitions, | f 

With regard to the matter of fact on which the firſt propo- 

on was grounded, he appealed to their Lordſhips, if any 

& of them felt the leaſt doubt of there having been a meet- 

held as the advertiſement in the newſpaper ſpecified, of a 
bcription having been agreed on and made at that meeting, 

Id of that ſubſcription being intended for the purpoſe of 

ling men without the ſanction of Parliament. The points 

ere too evident either to be argued away, or painted in any 

urs which would ſo diſguiſe the truth, as to prevent its 

ung obvious to every one of their Lordſhips. The great 

ter therefore for the conſideration of the Houſe was, whe- 

er the money ſo raiſed and applied, was a legal and conſti- 

onal act, and whether it was not a violent infringement 

Vor. IX. C S | of 
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of the rights and privileges of Parliament? The noble [yy 
who ſpoke laſt had contended, that the money was rai 
merely to be given in aid of the levy money; a matter whid 
in his humble conception, ſo far from being provable, col 
not in any ſhape be maintained. On the contrary, the pr 
feſſed purpoſe of the meeting of the London Tavern way 
ſubſcribe money to raiſe men, a poſition daringly illegal a 
truly alarming. It was true, fince the intended motion oft 
noble Earl had been made public, the committee whon 
naged the London Tavern ſubſcription had already alten 
their tone, and had advertiſed, that upon due confiderati 
they meant to apply the ſubſcription merely to the purpoſe 
encreaſing the bounty money; but this was an act of the 
own, not ſanctiſied by, and expreſſly contrary to the defy 
of their conſtituents when they became ſubſcribers. I 
preſent was a queſtion of the moſt ſerious importance th 
could be agitated before their Lordſhips. Every gift to 
Majeſty for public purpoſes, was an aid, and had long fi 
been wiſely marked out, as a breach of the privileges of P 
liament. Nor was the doctrine, that no miſchief coulda 
ſuppoſing that more levies were made than Parliament wa 
approve, by any means a juſtification for raiſing them vi 
out the conſent of Parliament, even were the aſſertion 
in fact, and let the noble Lords aſk their own feelings if 
were ſo. When a numerous army was raiſed, might t 
not defy Parliament? Might not armed levies reſiſt the ti 
votes of the ſenate ? Might they not tura public plunder 
and aſſume the legiſlative power? And who would bed 
to prevent them? Would either, or both Houſes of Pai 


ment, or even the three branches of the legiſlature combi def 
find it in their capacity to ſtop the miſchief? | hi 
*” Theſe were not the ſentiments of a lunatic mind, MA! 


were ſentiments warranted by found reaſon and com 
fenſe. Hiſtory afforded inſtances of the danger of a ia 
body of forces being raiſed by individuals; hence the « 
tion of our forefathers againſt ſtanding armies, hence the 
louſy of Parliament, and hence the wary eye with u 
Parliament had always guarded the attempt of individuant tc 
raiſe men. In times of great public danger, in times of Wiſh pr 
common exigency, what at other periods might be not 081; 
 impradear, but at all times illegal, might be warrantal 
The tyrarit's plea, ſtate neceſſity, had ſanctioned many m Ho, 
ſures not ſtrictly juſtifiable with regard to their refcrencaMtent 
the conſtitution. On this ground the raiſing regiments . 
4 . s - : 3 a 


J 
er acts in the ſervice of government in the time of the laſt 
ellion, as mentioned by the nob'e Lord, were to be excu- 
; rebellion then ſtalked with giant ſteps towards the me- 
polis, it penetrated the heart of the kingdom, it was ap- 
aching the door of the King's palace, and it was certainly 
ht, in ſuch a moment, to provide for the public ſafety, 
the beſt means the nature of the caſe would admit; but 
his opinion the caſe was widely different now, nay, ſo jealous 
he of. injuring the conſtitution, by adding to the in- 
nce of the Crown, already moſt dangerouſly great and 
nfive, that his Lordſhip declared that he did not think 
ar in a diſtant part of the dominions a juſtification of the 
gs encreaſing his army, without the conſent of his Par- 
ent, With regard to the preſent ſubicriptions, he ſaid, 
had not a doubt of their falling directly within the mean- 
of the noble Earl's motion, each committee for raiſing 
ney to be uſed “ as the King ſhould in his wiſdom think 
that at the London Tavern, and that at Briſtol, had 
med a legiſlative power, and had acted in that capaci- 
in which the Parliament only were empowered to act, 
eeable to the ſpirit of the conſtitution, and the meaning of 
bill of rights» | 
His Lordſhip declared that he ſuſpected the meaning of 
ſubſcriptions, and the. uſe of the regiments raiſed, the 
er becauſe the contributors to the firſt were chiefly con- 
aors, men who gave a penny to the public purſe with 
view of robbing it of a pound; and the latter were 
ed in Liverpool, Mancheſter, Edinburgh, and Glaſ- 
„„ in each of which places it was notorious many of 
le principally concerned in the laſt rebellion refided ; he 
| he could not therefore but be jealous of the fincerity of 
6 loyaliſts, and rather think they had abandoned the 
in whoſe cauſe they formerly were ſo active, than 
4 the cauſe itſelf or the meaſures moſt adviſeable to 
er it, | ; | ; 
His Lordſhip concluded his ſpeech with obſerving, that 

er he might admire profeſſions of loyalty and attach- 
it to the perſon of the King, he never could approve of 
b profeſſions when they were accompanied with ſentiments 
pafſive obedience and non-reſiſtance. „ 
oon after this Lord Suffolk withdrew his amendment and 
ouſe divided on the original motion, Contents 30, non- 
ents 90. 7 5 ö | | 1 
J 
No debate. 85 
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| February 6. 
The Houſe in committee on the ſtate of the nation. |; 
Scarſdale in the chair. | 
Duke of The Duke of Richmond, deſired Mr. Alderman Wy 
Richmond. dridge might be called to the bar. As it would be a tedin 
: attempt to trace the examination, by queſtion and anſwer, y 
ſhall give the ſubſtance of the information as delivered by d 
ſeveral witneſſes examined. 
Mr. Wal- Mr. Mooldridge, ſtated the number of ſhips loſt by cagtur 
&ridge. or deſtroyed by American privaceers, ſince the commencene 
of the war, to be 733, of which, after deducting for thi 
retaken and reſtored, there remained 559 ; the value of wich 
including the ſhips, their cargoes, &c. amounted, upon 
very moderate calculation, to 1, 800, 6331. 18s. 
Ky of theſe ſhips, 247 were ſhips trading to the Weſt-Ind 
and the iſland of Jamaica. 
In proof of the correctneſs of this ſtate of the numbe 
and amount of the value of the ſhips loſt, he produced a man 
ſcript account, which he declared he had made out, with 
aſſiſtance of Mr. Hake, ſecretary to the ſociety of merchat 
and others, ſubſcribers to Lloyd's coffee-houſe, where a bod 
containing a faithful regiſter of all the ſhips that Cailed de 
ward, or were entered inward, from and at all the ports 
Great Britain and Ireland, with the names of the owners an 
captains, the account of their laſt voyage, tonnage, ſtate of t 
pair, and quality, was kept, with the moſt minute correctneſ 
and from which book his account was taken. 
The Alderman further ſtated, that the average value of 
ſhip and cargo, trading to Jamaica, was 8600/. on her o ol 
ward, 10,000/. on her homeward voyage. 1 
That the average value of a ſhip and cargo, tracing tot 
other Weſt India iſlands, was 6060. outward, and 800 
homeward, | in 
That inſurance before the war was two per cent. to Amt 
rica, and 22 per cent. to North Carolina, Jamaica, Cc. 
That inſurance to America, Africa, and the Weſt Indie 
was now more than double, even with the convoy, 4 
without convoy, unleſs the ſhip was a ſhip of force, 15 
cent. | | 
That ſeamen's wages were now raiſed from twenty ii 
and twenty eight, to fifty five, and in ſome inftances up lt 
high as three pounds five ſhillings, per month, MW 
| That the increaſed value of ſugars, &c. paid the mt 
chants ſufficiently for the increaſed point of inſurance, 


— 


17)8. DB ESTA TE % | 
e weight fell on the conſumer of the commodities exported 
d imported. | 


ere now conſiderably advanced in price. Tobacco from 7d. 
penny a pound to 25. 44. Pitch from 88. a barrel to 35s. 
jr, turpentine, oil and pig iron had riſen in the ſame propor- 
on. Indigo, and ſome other articles, had increaſed in price, 
t not quite ſo much as the articles above- mentioned. 


me American privateers; the firſt of which (that the mer- 


Ito the port of London in the month of May 1776. 
That about 34 of the 173 had been taken and deſtroyed 
our men of war, cruizers, armed ſhips, Sc. 
That in the ſaid number [173] of American privateers, 
ere were at leaſt 13000 and odd ſcamen, and 2000 and odd 
benWrriage guns, excluſive of ſwivels and cohorns. 
In proof of the correctneſs of theſe accounts of the num- 
r of American privateers, ſeamen and guns, the Alderman 
a clared, that be made out his liſt from the letters received 
the owners of Engliſh ſhips (which had been taken) from 
te captains of ſuch ſhips, who always ſtated in their letters 
here they were, where they were taken, the names of the 
aptors, the ſize and tonnage of their ſhips, the number of 
cir guns, and the number of their men, and alſo from the 
imiralty office account of captures by the King's ſhips, 
ubliſhed in the London Gazette, That he had averaged the 
at $0 in each ſhip, which was a calculation of a very 
Ioderate nature, ſince he believed the number of ſeamen in 
e173 American privateers were nearer 20,000, than 13, ooo. 
The Alderman gave his opinion that the manufactories of 
is kingdom, eſpecially that of iron, were not increaſed in 
ant of export ſince the war began; that the American war 
d been the cauſe of many bankruptcies ; that when the pro- 
ſbitory act paſſed, there might be about two millions due to 
te merchants of Great Britain from America; that in the 
months allowed by the act for the continuance of an in- 
courſe between the two countries, the Americans had tranſ- 
itted about five hundred thouſand pounds worth of goods, 
part of payment of their debts to their creditors at home; 
at thoſe ive hundred thouſand pounds worth of goods, were 
dey now on hand, would be worth two millions, from the 
creaſed price of the various articles; that at preſent, there 
due from America to the merchants of Great Britain, - 
| | lea 


That the various articles formerly imported from America 


That there had been upon the ſeas during the war 173 fail 


ants heard of) was the Yankee privateer, taken and brought. 


/ 
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debt of 72,0001. due in particular to the houſe in which h 
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teaſt one million five hundred thouſand pounds ; that upy 
an average, the debt was not worth five ſhillings in the pound: 
that it was more or leſs valuable, according to the province. 
in which the debtors refided ; that in North and South C.. 
rolina, and ſuch parts as had not been the ſeat of war, when 
the perſons of the inhabitants and their property had not ber 
deſtroyed by fire and ſword, the merchants thought thei 
money tolerably ſafe, ſhould an intercourſe be again brougt 
about between Great Britain and America ; . but that in the 
province of New-York and Penſylvania, the debts due 9 
Engliſh merchants were of little worth; that there was 


had lately been a partner; that, to ſpeak for one, he woull 
gladly fell it for ten ſhillings in the pound. 

He further ftated, that the trade to America and the Wet 
India iſfands, previous to the commencement of the wa, 
might amount to about eleven millions annually. After an- 
ſwering of other queſtions of a leſs important nature, the ei- 
vidence was deſired to withdraw. 

Biegęſton Long, eſq. was next called. The only material at- 
ſwers given by Mr. Long to the few queſtions put to hin, 
made a confirmation of what Mr. Alderman Wooldridge ha 
ſtated, relative to the careful manner in which the regiſler d 
ſhips was kept at Lloyd's coffee-houſe, and the general ida 
of its authenticity which prevailed with the merchants, inſi- 
rers, underwriters, &c. | 

Mr. Abraham Hake was next called. This gentleman allo 
corroborated the teſtimony of Mr. Alderman Wooldridge, 
declaring that he was ſecretary to the ſociety of merchants at 
Lloyd's, and that he kept the regiſter-books. Mr. Hake 
alſo gave proof of the pains, that were taken to preſerve it 
from error, and render its authenticity indiſputable. 

FW illiam Creighton, eſq. was examined after Mr. Hake 

This gentleman not only corroborated the Alderman in the 
molt material points opened by him, but added many new 
facts which had fallen within his own knowledge. He ſtatel 
the loſſes ſuffered by the merchants, in conſequence of ths 
captures made by the American privateers, to have amount- 
ed to at leaſt two millions in October laſt, and that by tlus 
time they could not be leſs than two millions two hundred 
thouſand pounds,  , a0 

That the firſt loſſes of the merchants were occaſioned bf 
the prohibition of their ſending out a ſingle pound of powde! 
in their ſhips, which was ſtrictly enforced previous to the 

| met- 


„ rn 


th, erchants being ſtimulated to petition the privy council, and 
upoMWbtain licenſes to arm their ſhips. 
und That letters of marque were hardly worth taking out, as 
inc ey were of little ſervice, unleſs thoſe who had them fell in 


ith an American tobacco ſhip, and that was as much a mat- 
tr of chance as the obtainment of a ten or twenty thouſand 
nd prize in the lottery. | | | | 

That the windward lands had been moſt expoſed to the 
epredations of the Americans, from having an inſufficient 
umber of ſhips to guard and protect them. 

That the iſland of Tobago, in particular, had for a long 
ime no man of war near it, and that in conſequence the Ame- 
cans had landed and ravaged the plantations, carrying fifty 
egroes at a time off one eſtate. That at length he, with 
ther merchants, had applied in form to the Lords of the 
\imiralty, and defired that two ſhips might be ſent there; 
at the greateſt attention had been paid them at the Admi- 
aty-office, and the prayer of their petition had been in- 
antly complied with. | 
That he foreſaw that Tobago would ſhare the fate it did, 


at- Wong before it happened, from viewing its ſituation in the 
im arts, and knowing that the ſhips on the Weſt-India ſtation 
rere inadequate to the protection of ſo many iſlands, 


That the prohibition of the merchants having gunpowder 
on board their ſhips, merely to prevent powder and ball being 
onveyed to the rebels, was ill founded, becauſe that as long 
America found money, there could be no doubt of her ob- 
uning ammunition, &c. 


foundland traders ; fifty of whoſe ſhips he declared had been 
taken, of about the average value of 20001, each, beſide a 
preat many ſmall veſſels, of about two or three hundred 
pounds value upon the banks. 
Upon his croſs examination, this gentleman declared that 
etrade was much improved of late, and that in conſequence 
vi the Americans being deprived of the means of purſuing it, 
re ſent more fiſh to Bilboa and the foreign markets than ever, 
and that if men and ſhips could be procured, it would turn 
out a very beneficial branch of commerce; but that the fiſh- 
ermen's price was encreaſed from eight to fourteen pounds a 
Yoyage, and the ſeamen's wages from thirty-five to ſeventy 


ſhillings a month, Th 
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Gregory Olive, eſq. was next examined. This gentleman's Gregory 
eſtimony went chiefly to prove the damage done the New- e eq. 


*0p 
I r. 


Zacard 
Payne, Eſq: 


got over every natural riſque of the voyage, 


Sandwich, Lord Dunmore, Lord Sondes, Lord Lyttelt 
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The next witneſs examined was John Shoolbred Ela, 
Mark-Lane, who declared himſelf an African merchant x 
an under-writer, 

This gentleman confirmed the accounts of the book 
Lloyd's, and ſtated that the African trade had been mater 
ally injured in conſequence of the American war. 

hat upwards of 200 fail were generally engaged in th 
trade, previous to the war, 

That not a fourth of that number, not above forty ſhy 
were now ſent out, 

That fifteen of the ſhips and cargoes had been takenh 
the Americans, | = | 

That the average value of the cargo of a ſhip to Afri 
outwards, was about yoool, and her homeward freight 
llaves worth about o. 

That each flave was worth at leaſt thirty five pounds, 

That the value of the ſhips loft was 140, oool. upoi 
very moderate calculation. 

That the firſt ſhip was taken in March 1777; the Ame 
cans not having before that time any market to carry t 
cargo of African ſhips to; and that all the ſhips were take 
near, and moſt of them in fight of Barbadoes, after ham 


Upon his croſs examination, Mr. Shoolbred allowed, t 
thoſe who carried on the African ſlave trade formerly, ! 
lately ſent ſhips to fiſh on the coaſt of Africa; that d 
whale trade there promiſed to turn out exceedingly advant 
geous, and that this trade was formerly enjoyed by t 
Americans. 1 

Ecvard Payne, EI q. of Cornhill, was the laſt witneſse 
amined ; this gentleman proved little new; chiefly corrob 
rating what the other witneſſes had ſaid, 

The Lords who principally concerned themſelves in t 
examination of theſe witneſſes were the Dukes of Richmon 
Bolton and Manchefter ; the Marquis of Rockingham, Lo 
Effingham and Lord Camden. The Lord Prefident, Lo 


and Lord Derby. 
Adjourned to February q. 
February 9. „ 
The Houſe in committee, Lord Scarſdale in the ch 
the order of the day, for taking into further confideratl 
the ſtate of the nation. 2 ; 


mb. DEBATE 8. 


. 


1 
q. ( 


f perſons, to prove certain facts relative to the commerce 
f this country; that in order to prevent an ex parte evidence 
om going abroad into the world, without having the other 
ue enquired into, ſuch as what loſſes the rebellious colohies 


lip permiffion to call Mr, George Goſtling to their bar; 


is Lordſhip bringing what evidences he pleaſed relative to 
lis enquiry, provided ke produced them in a proper time; 
ut his evidences lay open to his Lordſhip's croſs examina- 
jon, and he had it in his power to controvert or diſpute any 
ing adduced 3 but now to take up another matter, before 
he former was diſpoſed of, was, in his opinion, unpar! F 
ary, and not dealing with that candour and openneſs which 
e erpected from the noble Lord. That, in reſpect to him- 
If, he appealed to their Lordſhips, whether he did not, 
| every ſtage of this enquiry, previouſly acquaint their 
1dſhips of the ſubſtance of his intended motions, wiſhing 


ie fame ives which actuated himſelf, viz. an earne 
ire to come at every degree of information, which may 
clp. to relieve and alleviate the preſent very great diſtreſſes 
f this country. | 


* 


thich the oo ary of the Houle ſhould declare upon it. 
The Duke of Ei 


uſted that the fairneſs and propriety of the meaſure he 


e contended for was right, which was no more than to 
"ſh one part of the enquiry, before they mixed and con- 
ned it, by going into another, The debate on this be- 
ame general, the Lord Chancellor, Lords Sandwich, Gower, 
ſitelton and Briſtol, contending, on one fide, for the pro- 
ety of Lord Sandwich's motion; the Dukes of Richmond, 
afton and Lord Camden, oppoſing it; at length it came 
Een, when the contents were 665 and the non con- 
LNTS 25. b ; - g 


rds, anſwered bſtantially as follows 4 


bd ſuſtained, to balance our loſs, he would beg their Lord 


tamens -. 


id hoping that every noble Lord would be influenced by 


nted to adopt, would convince their. Lordſhips that what 


Vox. IX, D d That 
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Earl of Sandwich ſaid, that the noble Duke who moved Farl of 
his enquiry [Duke of Richmond] had brought a number Sandtvich, 


The Duke of Richmond objected to this motion as infor- Duke of 
l; he ſaid he would by no means endeavour to preclude Richmond. 


Eat of Sandwich till maintained his ground, and if the Farlof , 
ble Duke infifted otherwiſe, he truſted in the opinion Sendwich. 


chmond acknowledged he could not rely Duke of 
pon-majorities as ſtrongly as the noble Lord; but ſtill he Nit 


Mr. George Golling was ordered to the bar, who, upon Mr. Gerge 
ral queſtions pat to him by Lord Sandwich, and other Sing. 
[3] 


de as a practitioner, could recolle& any precedent for it be 


Mr. Same! Mr. Samuel Enderby was next called upon, who depoſedt 
dau che ſeveral queſtions put to him ſubſtantially as follow 
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That he was a proctor in the court of Admiralty, {He 
Lord Sandwich delivered him in a lift of prizes taken fron 
the Americans, to the number of thirty-eight, and aſke 
him whether he could ſwear to the condemnation of thek 
ſhips? Mr. Goſtling anſwered, he could, except two out« 
- the lift, which were then under condemnation, Aye, ſay 
my Lord, that is the ſame omg.) Mr. Goſtling then {a 
there were eleven more to be added to this lift which wen 
- conſidered as droits of admiralty, [ that is, veſſels taken hy 
non-commiſſioned ſhips. ] Being croſs examined by the Dult 
of Richmond, whether ſhips under condemnation were th 
ſame as ſhips abſolutely condemned? He anſwered not, hoy 
ever probable it was they would be ſo. In reſpect to th 
value and appropriation of the cargoes, he anſwered, hi 
could not exaQly ſtate the former, but the general appro 
riation of them were two thirds to the captors, upy 

wful prizes, and one third when they were aroits 0 
admiralty. Being aſked how the refidue of the mone 
was — 2 and whether it was not given to diſchary 
arrears of ſeveral of the officers of the admiralty? He replic 
he had heard ſo. And being further aſked by what law, 0 
precedent the judges diſpoſed of that money, and whethe 


Ing diſpoſed of thus Cy ? He ſaid, he could not; 
that he believed there were ſome precedents for it in que 
Ann's wars. | | 


— — 


that ſince the prohibitory- act, a new trade had been carrie 
on in the Southern fiſheries of America, in which he w. 
a conſiderable adventurer; that there were fifteen ſhips the 
on the trade, and that their average tonnage was 170 to 
each, and' that the ſpermaceti whale was much more cot 
ſiderable in value than the common whale formerly taken. 
Here Lord Sandwich made a calculation, that ſuppolu 
theſe ſhips brought but one hundred tons each, the calcula 
tion would be 105,0001.] | 770 
Mr. Enderby, being examined by the Duke of Richm o 
and Lord Camden, fd, that the general freight back . c 
from forty to fifty ton only, that he could not tell wi. 
may be their ſucceſs this year, as the ſhips were not en 
peed until about June; but he hoped it would be i 
increaſing, He hkewiſe ſpoke of two other fiſheries, one d 
the coaſt of Africa, and the other on the banks of Neu 
foundland, which promiſed to turn out very — 


M n 
at the ſhips that went on theſe voyages were manned 


crally with Britiſh ſailors (except four Americans to each 
hip, who inſtrufted the reſt in harpooning) and that the 


tan, which formerly, as well as the profits of the fiſhery, 
ere engroſſed by New England men. - | 

being aſked, ſuppoſing this war at an end, whether the 
kmericans, who he allowed to be more expert in this 
neſs than our people, would not be able to conduct this 
ghery to greater advantage, and underſell us at foreign 
arkets ? He believed they might. Being likewiſe aſked 
hat the price of inſurance was upon this new trade? He 


fer the very increaſed price of ſpermaceti whale, though it 


de, ſo as to fall heavy on the conſumers ? He very can- 
fly replied, he could not ſpeak preciſely to the former part 
that queſtion : all he had to ſay upon it was, that his en- 
avours were to get as much by it as he could. | 

He was ordered to withdraw. EP, 


reſpe&t to the former, he ſaid, he tried to take whales with 


ad ſtruck ſeveral of late, he had not as yet taken one; bur, 
vas in hopes of ſucceeding better in a little time. In re- 


y wanted men for that ſervice, and he had no doubt, if 

Lords of the admiralty would diſcontinue preſſing, there 

cht be enough found for that ſeryice, Ordered to with- 
A | | 


Earl of Sandwich calling no more evidences, the Duke of 


the bar, to explain the cauſes of the high price of ſugars. 
Mr. Creighton laid, that as the Weſt- India merchants may 
their Lordſhips,: on the fixth, he would, inform them of 
e failure of crops, the capture of veſſels laden with ſugars, 
© late difference between Spain and Portugal, &c. &c. and 
at a number of adventitious cauſes conſpired to this in- 
aſe, which, whether they might continue it or not, was 
hre than he could at preſent determine, | S 

Adjourned to the 111th, | 

bot 1 | 0 


wofits of the outſet of thoſe ſhips, &c. centered with Great 


ſwered fifteen per cent. And being further aſked, whe- 


jy be profitable to individuals, did not hurt the general 


Mr. George Davis was next examined, who ſaid he was Mr. G 
and twenty years concerned in the whale and cod fiſhery, Davis. 
ten from England, but though they could ſtrike them, and 


ft to the cod fiſhery, he ſaid, it was not decreaſed, but 


ichmond begged permiſhon to call in Mr. Creighton again 


affected a the reports of the high price of ſugars ſtated . 


e cauſes of it; here he adduced ſeveral reaſons, ſuch as 
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Earl of 


Eben. 19, referred to in Sir Guy: Carleton's letter on their Lord. 


Farl of 
Soll. 


Earl! of 
_ Effingham. 


order, and conſequently could not diſpenſe with any part of 


the buſineſs, ſhould be laid before the Houſe, Lord Effingſecr 
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* b February 11. 
Earl of Effingham moved, “ that a copy of a paper, No. 


ſbips? table, relative to General Burgoyne's expedition; like. 
wiſe. copies of the lettets which patied between Sir Guy 
Carleton and Generals Burgoyne and Philips, reſpecting th 
arangement of that expedition, to be laid before the Hauſe,” 
Earl of Suffolk ſaid, that all the papers thought neceſſary 
to give any information on that ſubje& where already beſot 
their Lordſhips, and that as thoſe letters may contain ſome- 
thing of a private nature, they ought not to be brough 
forward. 9 1% 5 
Earl of Effingham appealed to the general motion made 
by the Duke of Richmond, for all the papers relative tg 
that expedition,” which had been ordered, and therefor 
their Lordihips muſt look upon this as a part of, that gener 


it. He lkewiſe ſaid, he had the honour 1tq ſtand next it 
relationſhip of any one now in England to Sir Guy Carle un 
ton, and as a guardian of his honour, he muſt. urge the 
requifition of thoſe papers. | | 1 

The debate on this grew general, Lords Suffolk, Gower ea 
Lyttelton, Derby and Weymouth, on one ſide, contendi er 
for the impropriety of producing theſe papers, at leaſt foi 
the, preſent; the — of Richmond and Grafton, Lom nit 
Camden and Effingham, inſiſting upon their being a part o 
oh general order, relative to all papers concerning tht 
Canada expedition,“ and on that account highly neceſlaryWinc 
At laſt, from a hint of Lord Gower, that he thought ſud 
extras from thoſe letters as may be thought relative tg; ü 


ham, for the preſent, withdrew his motion. 


Ihe Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee, on the ſtat 
. e 
The Duke of Richmond roſe, and after a ſhort ſpeech thr 
wherein he recapitulated the evidences whieh had been given © 1 
acquainted their Lordſhips that he had a few motions . f, 
make, in conſequence of that evidence, which were pla © 1 
matters of fact, and which would be grounds for their Lon 
ſhips? farther deliberation. - His motions were, = 
_ *; Refolyed, that it appears to this Hauſe, that in 
courſe oſ trade, a very conſiderable balance was always dogner: 
from the merchants in North America, to the merchants off I 
Great Britain, towards the diſcharge. of which remittancn o 
were made in goods to a great amount, ſince the commens i 
| P 


- * 


In, DR A A4 T E 


vent of the preſent troubles, and whilſt the trade between 
is kingdom and the colonies were ſuffered to remain open. 
That it appears to this Houſe, that ſince the paſſing the 
geral acts for prohibiting the fiſheries of the colonies in 
borth America, their mutual intercourſe with each other, 
id all trade and commerce between them and this king» 
m, and for making prize of their ſhips, and diſtributing 


nemies, amongſt the ſeamen of his Majeſty's navy, the 
uber of veſſels belonging to Great Britain and Ireland, ta - 


mies, amount 733. | 

That of the ſaid 733 veſſels, it appears that forty-ſeven 
ye been releaſed, and 127 retaken ; but that the loſs on 
be latter, for ſalvage, intereſt on the value of the cargo, 
d loſs of a market, muſt have been very conſiderable. 
That the loſs of the remaining five hundred and fifty-nine 
ſels, which have been carried into port, appears from the 
amination of merchants, to amount to at leaſt 2, 600, oool. 
That it appears to this Houſe, that of two hundred ſhips 
mvally employed in the African trade, before the com- 
encement of the preſent civil war, whoſe value, upon an 
erage, was about goool. each, there are not now forty of 
fad ſhips employed in the ſaid trade, whereby there is a 
minution in this branch of commerce of 160 ſhips, which 
Lgoool. each, amount to a loſs of 1, 440, oool. per annum. 
That the price of inſurance to the Weſt Indies and North 
Imerica, is increaſed from two, and two and an half, to 
ſe per cent. with convoy, but without convoy, and unarm- 
h the ſaid inſurance has been made at fifteen per cent. but 
encrally ſhips in ſuch circumſtances cannot be inſured at all. 


ſhillings, to three pounds five ſhillings per month. 


three pounds ten ſhillings per hundred weight. 
That the price of ſpermaceti oil has increaſed from thir- 
fire pounds to ſeventy pounds per ton. | 2 
That the price of tar is raiſed from ſeven and eight ſnil- 
bps, to one pound ten ſhillings per barrel, 1 

That the price of ſugars, and all commodities from the 
eſt Indies, and divers ſorts of naval ſtores from. North 

merica, is greatly enhanced. ; 
That it appears to this Houſe, that the preſent diminu- 
of the African trade, the interruption of the North 


'» 


value of the ſame, as if they were the effects of our. 


n by ſhips of war and privateers, belonging to the ſaid co- - 


That the price of ſeamen's wages is raiſed from one pound 


That the price of pot-aſh is increaſed from eight ſhillings | 


American 
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of the Weſt India ſhips, have greatly diſtreſſed the Brit 


Earl of 
Sandwich. 


Duke of 
Richmond. 


four men to each veſſel.“ 


will permit me to ſeparate at preſent the man from, the of- 
fice. I therefore ſay, ſpeaking to be fo underſtood, I do not 
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American trade to the Weſt Indies, and the captures nad 


colonies in the Weſt Indies. 

“That it appears to this Houſe, that the numbers of Ame. 
rican privateers, of which authentic accounts have been re. 
ceived, amount to 173 ; and that they carried 2556 gunz 
and at leaſt 13,840 tcamen, reckoning eighty men in each 


. & That of the above privateers, thirty-four have been tz 
ken, which carried 3217 men, which is more than ninety. 


The Earl of Sandwich ſaid, he all along, from the mo- 
ment this enquiry into the ſtate of the nation began, dread- 
ed it; not on his own account, but on account of the ge. 
neral hurt it may produce, that of laying open difficulties 
and embarraſſments (which he confeſſed this country wa 
under) and which ſhould not be laid open. If the noble 
Duke who began this enquiry had calculated the loſſes of 
the country by capture of veſſels, &c. before that ſhould be 
admitted, there ſhould be deduQted the value of all the pri- 
zes taken by the Engliſh from the Americans, which, ſetting 
the number of prizes at 904, and each prize worth 20000. 
amounted to 1, 808, oool. His Lordſhip ſaid, great advan- 
tages were gained by the new fiſheries, and concluded, that 
tho' nobody wiſhed an end to the war more than he did, yet 
the continuance of it was, in many reſpe&s, advantageous to 
this country, and would be more A FE 

The Duke of Richmond ſaid, he was ſurpriſed to hear his 
Lordſhip's detail urged as an argument for not deciding on 
this motion, as it did not mix with any other matter, but re- 
ſulted from facts proved at their Lordſhips' bar. He way 
however, more ſurpriſed at the concluſion drawn from that 
detail, “that becauſe a number of veſſels had been taken, 
they were to be balanced by another numher of veſſels taken 
on the other ſide, and conſequently no loſs to the nation up- 
on the whole.” I do not mean, ſays his Grace, to be parti- 
cularly pointed to individuals ; and | hope the noble Lord 


wonder at all the diſtreſſes which have overwhelmed this 
cguntry, when a noble Lord at the head of the marine de- 
1 of this nation, betrays ſuch ignorance, What, my 

rds, when the merchants of this country, have loſt 733 N 
ſaips, valued at above two millions of money; to ſay * 
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the commerce of this country is not affected by ſuch a loſs, 
cauſe an equal number of ſhips have been taken from the 
Fremy; and the prizes diſtributed to Britiſh ſeamen ! This 

« ſo far from being a balance in our favour, it adds to our 
Io, for if we were not in war with America, the value of 

all theſe cargoes in the circuitous courſe of trade, muſt cen- 
tr with Great Britain. 1 

His Grace then adverted to his queſtion, which was no 
ore than for the committee to allow, as a reſolution, part 
f what had been already evidenced at the bar, and which 
yould enable their Lordſhips the better to ſee the grounds 
key ſtood on in reſpect to America, and conſequently know 
what line to take. | 1 
The Earl of Suffolk oppoſed the motion on the impropri- Earl of 
ty of af aces oy. Smos ought not to be acknowledged at Suffolk. 
d critical a period, the weakneſs of the nation; he ſaid, the 

eſt way of going on in this buſineſs would be, to let all the 
papers lie on their Lordſhips' table for general information, 
nd do the beſt they could either to remedy defects, or other- 
riſe, but by no means to reſolve upon the national imbe- 


„ | 

| The Duke of Grafton called upon their Lordſhips to con- Duke of 
der the queſtion they were to decide upon, which was a ©rfi« 
dt already eſtabliſhed, and which their Lordſhips could 
ot refuſe their aſſent to; he ſaid, he did not know, nor was 
material to know, what the noble Duke afterwards meant 
go into; ſo much was clear ground, and would be a very 
oper one for their, Lordſhips to form ſome reſolutions upon 

ing the preſent war with America. 

A debate enſued about the mode of diſpoſing of the que- 
bon, Some were for putting it affirmatively or negatively, 
ers a previous queſtion ; but as the latter could not be 
lopted in the committee, a motion was made for Lord 


cen tine . na 
mu | a. the chair, and the Houle divided: 
Non Contents — 32. | 


The committee being diſſolved, the Lord Chancellor re- 
umed the woolpack, when the previous queſtion, ** That 


4 is motion be now put,” being put ſeparately, on the 
thi Pike”s reſolutions, they all paſſed in the negative, withour 
ge. vifon. | | - 


my Adjourned to the 13th. 
13 by + February 13. 

that No debate, Adjourned to the 16th, + 
FP February 


* 


fend. Gates had exalted his character exceedingly by his human 


ran c Earl Gower ſaid, that for what their Lordſhips kne! 
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TFarl of The Earlof Ffingham again moved, that the letter of Gen 

Efingham. ral Carleton, marked No. 19, and the letters of Generals Bu 
goyne and Philips, mentioning the arrangement of the troy 

under their command deſtined for the ſervice of the expeck 
tion from Canada, be laid before the Houſe. 

The Earl ſaid, the motion ſpoke ſufficiently for itſelf; h 
would, nevertheleſs, juſt tell their Lordſhips the reaſon « 
his moving it, which was in order to aſcertain by whoſe or 
ders it was that General Carleton, the commander in chief 
ſent away ſo large a force upon an expedition, keeping 
very few troops to guard the province, which was liable t 
ſudden and powerful attack, ; 

This produced a converſation, in which the Earl of Sy 
folk, Lord Townſhend, Earl Gower, Lord Weymouth, a 
the Dukes of Richmond and Grafton, took part. 

The purport of the motion was _— to, without its be 
ing formally put, on condition of the Houſe's accepting « 
extracts inſtead of copies of the papers required. | 

As ſoon as this bufineſs was ſettled, the Earl of 
rofe, held out a letter, which he declared he bad receiy 

from General Gates, and which he thought it his duty 

communicate to their Lordſhips. 5 
The letter was handed to the clerk at the table, who ma 


* 
* 


9 9 to read it, when | 
La. T. - Lord Townſhend roſe, and after declaring that Gener 


conduct reſpecting General Burgoyne, obſerved, that howe 
ver high he might ſtand in their Lordſhip's opinion, he ſv 
ly was a very unfit perſon for that Houſe to enter into 
* correſpondence with, that he was at the time of his wil 
ting the letter, at the head of a rebel army ; that it wou 
be a degradation of Parliament to make ſuch a letter fi 

nd of a reſolution ; he therefore hoped the Houſe wou 
not ſuffer it to be read. 


the letter in queſtion might be of a nature exceedingly 
proper for their Lordſhips to hear; at any rate it was col 
trary to parliamentary form for the clerk to read it at d 

table. | | 
Dake of The Duke of Richmond ſaid, that the letter came from 
Richmond, man of great weight in America, and that it was rigiculot 
to refute information, let it preſent itſelf in what ſhape 


might 


7 =—_— 
The Duke of Grafton ſaid, that as he ſat near the noble Duke f 
ul who introduced the letter, he perhaps heard what the n 
ble Earl had ſaid more diſtinctly than any other of their 

xdſhips ; that the noble Earl had merely begged the letter 

nt be read by ſome. other perſon, becauſe he had a cold 

0] hoarſeneſs, which he feared might prevent the Houſe g 
Of hearing him, — | 4 5 | 
After a few more trifling arguments reſpecting the forms 

Ahe Houſe, the Marquis of Rockingham took the letter, Marquis of 
ad read it to their Lordſhips. EFeostingbam. 
My Lord, Albany, October 26, 1777. 

4 Preſuming upon our former friendſhip, I take the li- 
of addrefling this letter to your Lordſhip, General 

" Whbirgoyne having aſſured me it ſhall be faithfully delivered: 

ie very. important event of this campaign, ſo far as it 

epects General Burgoyne and myſelf, will, by the unex- 

wrerating voice of truth, be related to your Lordfhip: 

or, what leſs can be ſaid of it, than that the King's army, 

zich left Canada in June, are all killed, taken, or have 
rendered priſoners, under the convention of Saratoga 9 

How this complete victory has been uſed; with reſpect to 

the behaviour of the conquerors to the vanquiſhed, General 

Burgoyne and Lord Peterſham, as they are ſoldiers, and 

den of honour, will declare. But to the main deſign of 

by addrefling this letter to your Lordſhip. : 

„Born and educated in England, I cannot help feeling 

the misfortunes brought upon my native country by the 

ckedneſs of that adminiſtration, who began; and have 

wntinued, this moſt unjuſt, impolitic, cruel and unnatural 

ur. The diſmemberment of. the empire, the loſs of com- 

nerce, of power and conſequence amongſt the nations, with 

the downfall of public credit, are but the beginning of thoſe 

ls, that muſt inevitably be followed by a thouſand more, 

wlels timely prevented by ſome lenient hand, ſome great 

ate phyſician, with the firmneſs, integrity and abilities of 
Chatham, joined to the wiſdom, virtue and juſtice of a 

Camden, aided and ſupported by ſuch men as your Lord- 

hip: men, as independent in their fortunes as unſullied in ? 
beir honour, and who never bowed their heads to Baal. | 
Ich a man, ſo ſupported, - may yet ſave. the ſinking ſtate, 

by confirming that independency, which the people of this 

tontinent are reſolved to part with, but when they leave 

is world. Such a man will do what all wiſe ſtateſmen 

ave done before him, He will be true to the welfare and 
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Inſtantly withdraw your fleets and armies ; cultivate the 


Howe to what he muſt for ever bluſh for not having done 
before. The pride, not the power, of the King's general 


was from one private gentleman to another; the writer 
was not either an embaſlador or plenipotentiary, he had no 
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Intereſt of his country; and, by reſcinding the reſolutions 
paſſed to ſupport that ſyſtem which no power on earth cap 
eſtabliſh, he will endeavour to preſerve ſo much of the em. 
pire, in proſperity and honour, as the circumſtances of th 
times, and the maladminiſtration of thoſe who ruled before 
him, have left to his government. 

The united ſtates of America are willing, to be the friend, 
but never will ſubmit to be the ſlaves of the parent country, 
They are, by conſanguinity, by commerce, by language, 
and by the affection which pe ſprings from theſe 
more attached to England than any other country under the 
ſun. Therefore, ſpurn not the bleſſing which yet remains, 


friendſhip and commerce of America, Thus, and thus 
only, can England hope to be great and happy. Seck that 
in a commercial alliance; ſeek it ere it be too late, for there 
only you muſt expect to find it. 

Theſe, my Lord, are the undiſguiſed ſentiments of x 
man that rejoices not in the blood ſhed in this fatal conteſt; 
of a man who glories in the name of an Engliſhman, and 
wiſhes to ſee peace and friendſhip between Great Britaiu 
and America, fixed upon the firmeſt foundation. 

Our friend, General Lee, has ſuffered a long and ſevere 
impriſonment ; but the hour is at hand that forces General 


prevents me from being more particular as to the immediate 
ſituation of the man + you ſo much regarded. I beg your 
Lordſhip will preſent my affectionate compliments to Hall, 
and Sir Charles Davers. . 
With the greateſt reſpect, I have 
the honour to be, my Lord, your 
x: Lordſhip's moſt obedient humble | 
| ſervant, HorAaTio GATES, 
Ta the Right Honourable. N 
tbe Earl of Thbanet. „ ö 
The Duke of Richmond moved, © that General Gates's let- 
terſhould lic upon the table.” 


7 - : 


Earl of Suffolk ſaid he was againſt the motion ; the letter 
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whlic commiſſion to offer terms of peace; on the contrary, 
Fe was an officer at the head of a rebel army, and at this 
moment in arms againſt his ſovereign. Did the letter ſay 
that the Congreſs entertained ſimilar ſentiments with the 
writer of it? Did it convey any thing like a baſis to com- 


ce and erect a treaty on? The very terms vaguely men- 
% boned in it were ſuch as their Lordſhips had repeatedly repro- 
by hated, The letter contained an inſinuation that America was 


ktermined to preſerve her independency. Ovght the King's 


ay the army and the fleet, and to throw the nation at the 
ket of America ? Another part of the letter deſerved rather 
the contempt than the attention of the Houſe, © It was made 
p of invective againſt the preſent adminiſtration, Invec- 
we, which, notwithſtanding the good ſtile of the letter, 
ad been much more forcibly and elegantly expreſſed by no- 
li: Lords in that Houſe, and which would doubtleſs be re- 
heated as long as the noble Lords ſhould continue out of 
place, The Fart paid Lord Rockingham great compli- 
ments on his candour, for having read, with ſo much diſ- 


Errants to accede to that poſition? Ought they to with- 
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1 ibäneſs and firmneſs of voice, that part of the letter which 
of he ſo highly of Lord Chatham. © © 
a Marquis of Rockingham declared the noble Earl had im- Marquis of 
e that to his candour, which he did not feel or „ ———_— 
1 Fribable to any ſuch motive. He ſaid he read the letter 
l, cauſe he was anxious to give the Houſe information, 


ſhich the King's ſervants, on every occaſion, wilfully with-" 
Feld, and that he was deſirous of attending to General 
ates's propoſitions, becauſe he was determined to ſerve his 
Fountry, by making peace at any rate. .  MYEIRI CN 


Lord 


So 


that the only means of getting at the ſenſe of a count y was 
b hearing the ſentiments of men of weight and importance” 


de attention of the miniſters, as the information which 
tity had received from Governor Bernard, Governor Hut- 
cin ſon and Governor——he did not know who! He could in- 
Kd fee one reaſon for the King's ſervants refuſing to ſuffer 
EF.” | e 2 the 


0 that country; that to negative the motion was to purſue 
e old ruinous plan of ſhutting the ear to information, and 
foltinuing wilfully in error; and that General Gates's letter 
tained information reſpecting America, as well worthy 


10 eymouth {aid it was improper to order the letter to Lord Wy. 

& laid upon the table, 3 | „ 
Duke of Richmond ſaid, General Gates, from his ſituation, Duke of 

Fas of great weight and importance in the eyes of America; Richmond. 
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the letter to remain on the table, and that was, the inven 
againſt adminiſtration which it contained, and which the 
noble Earl had complained of. This invective was too true, 
and however the miniſters might now treat it with con, 
tempt, a day would come when they muſt acknowledge inf 
truth. The Duke diſclaimed any finiſter motive for hiy 
conduQ, and declared, that America would never make 
eace with the preſent adminiſtration; and, in reply to the 
ſneer that thoſe who oppoſed the meaſures of adminiftratiog 
wanted their places, it was eaſy to retort, that thoſe in 
office would adopt any meaſure, however injurious to then 
country, rather than give up their 'employments. 
The Lerd The Lord Chancellor came forward, and aſked their Lord, 
Chancelbr. ſhips if it could poſfibly be deemed right, to accept a letter 
which | held out ſuch terms as were not only exccedingly 
improper, but groſsly inſulting ? What, acknowledge thi 
independency of America, and withdraw our army and 
our fleet! Confeſs the ſuperiority of America, and wait 
her mercy ! He defired the Houſe to conſult their own feel 
ings for an anſwer, | 
f "The Duke of Mancheſter contended for the motion. And 
cr. ſaid, that he wiſhed his noble friends to acknowledge t 
hs pager was one of their objects, and as he was convinced, 
if they had power, they would exert their abilities to ſang 
their country, he declared he moſt earneſtly hoped they 
would acquire it. For his part, he diſclaimed every idea 
preferment ; he had been all his life connected with ſo man) 
of the firſt families in the kingdom, that had he thought 
it worth while to ſolicit court favour, he certainly might 
have obtained it; he truſted, however, that no man ſup 
poſed him influenced by ſo baſe, ſo mean a motive. Thi 
Duke declared there certainly had been a ſeaſon for makin 
an honourable and happy peace with America; that ſealot 
he feared was now paſt; His Grace mentioned the lols 0 
the United Provinces by Spain, after forty years war, ant 
| ended his ſpeech with expreſſing his hopes that our unhapp 
A quarrel with America was not to be equally prolonged, 0 
| to end ſo fatally to this country. "a EE | 
'Farlof Earl of Briſtol deſired their Lordſhips? leave to give b 
\ ate. reaſons at large, for the conduct and part he ſhould take! 
Bj this very important buſineſs ; and ſaid, that as other Lord 
had been indulged with wandering from the immediate que 
tion before them, yet, ſaid, his Lordſhip, I have hithert 
ee 407 e and chop manera 97.6 
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in that reſpe& and deference that is due to them, than to 
terrupt the- courſe of the debate: but as I find other Lords 
e fallied into great digreſſions, this and other days, I 
its oold be aſhamed to fit longer ſilent, or give a tacit vote, 
not declare my fentiments openly on this very critical, 
very important fituation, and eſpecially as I hope therę- 
m manifeſt that affectionate and dutiful, though indepen- 
nt and diſintereſted attachment to his Majeſty's perſon and 


ware of my country, that has ever been, and ſhall be, the 
wariable rule of my conduct. 4 Ht 
My Lords, I hope your Lordſhips will forgive me if I go 
little, and it ſhall not be much, into the cauſes, or, in ſome 
ee, into the conduct of this unhappy rebellion in our co- 
nies; but I think it neceſſary to tell your Lordſhips, that 
um the very firſt dawn of it, when I had then a feat in the 
ther Houſe, I took an early part in declaring my ſentiments 
ginſt the meaſures, which I then thought, and I ſtill think, 
ther encouraged than removed the inclinations there ap- 
ured in ſome of the refraftory leaders in that country, to 
pute the rights, and, by degrees, throw off that 3 
lich, from every tie in human nature, they owe to this: 
wever, when I found that meaſure was adopted, (I mean 


ts that were foretold it would do, I then, my Lords, took 
part with thoſe, who, like me (from the different accounts 
pren of the ſituation of the colonies, their diſſentions and 
her contentions) thought it was only coercive meaſures. that 
ould bring them to a ſenſe of their duty and their intereſt; 
kt, like others, had only the privilege of giving my opinion, 
wſt. every ſtep that was taken by thoſe in, as well as thoſe 
it of power, ſeemed to promote what we ought all to have 
ited in order to have ſtifled in its infancy ; the encou- 
gement the colonies met with, from what 1 muſt think the 
kiſlaken judgement, and conſequently ill- timed language, of 
© ſet of gentlemen on this fide the Atlantic, and from the 
ore ſupine, timid conduct of thoſe who have ever ſince been 
the head of the meaſures of this country, brought the co- 
nies firſt to thoſe daring ſteps of rebellious union, and next 
the no leſs daring, but more fatal, acts of open violence 
yuoſt their ſovereign and their mother count 7. 
, my Lords; it is now long ſince we have been in the. 
en field of contention for the rights and ſupremacy. of this 

"I FI | country 


ent opinions of your Lordſhips, which I ſhall. always do 


grermment, which J hold inſeparable from that zeal for the, 


be repeal of the ſtamp- act) and that it had produced the ef- 
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in a worſe ſituation that when we firſt begun; I mean, 20 


purſued to ſubdue this rebellion, and to put an end to the dt 


predations it occaſions, and the ſufferipgs of every Indiyidul 
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country over its colonies, - and which, I hope, we ſhall ney 
give up, but truſt we ſhall yet be able to maintain; though 
muſt beg to'declare, as for myſelf, that after all the blog 
that has been already ſpilt, after all the millions that hay 
been already ſcattered, and after all the ſolemn promiſes tha 
have been given by our miniſters, and with as great a fie 
and as large an army as ever this country ſingly maintained 
when not at war with foreign powers, we are, in my opiniot 


appearance of making an end of this moſt diſtreſsful wt 
and I ſhould therefore, my Lords, before J gave an ultima 
opinion, much leſs an ultimate vote, on this very critical af 
important buſineſs, wiſh to know authentically, what aff 
rances have been given by our commanders in chief in thi 
country, (whoſe opinions alone are now to be relied on) thi 
we ſhall be able, by purſuing this war, to give the peopl 
ſome hopes that all the millions they have given, and all th 
blood that others have waſted, will be attended with ſuch ſit 
ceſs as ſhall give ſome ſpeedy relief to thoſe heavy burde 
which I confeſs and do lament they now groan under. 
My Lords, if we reflect but for a moment, that it is on) 
our American colonies that we are now at open war with 
and that there have been already near eighteen millions ſpen 
to carry on that ſervice ; and that our trade, which is th 
only ſource of thoſe ſupplies, as you heard the other night Wh 
the bar, has ſuffered and is ſtill ſuffering almoſt as much iſ" 
if at war with thoſe two great powers of France and Spair 
what 1s to become of us, when that too may be added 
Our very coaſting trade has met with great interruption 
And need I remind your Lordfhips of the evil attendin! 
our having ſo many ſeamen on board the American pri: 
teers, as we alſo heard the other night at our bar; in 1 
privateers were, on a/ very moderate calculation, allowed 
he 1, 8 50 men. The dangers attending this evil, and whic 
we have not to encounter in a war with France and Spalt 
have too many bad conſequences for me to enumerate non 


but which 1 think cannot eleape your Lordſhips' diſcernmen ff 


My Lords, it appears to me, that the methods :hithert 


in his country, as well as the few remainiig friends we nit 
in hat, have been ſuch, as have rather tended to promob 
than ꝓre vent our loſſes; to prolong rather than conclude ti 
war; for the manner in which we have ſeat our recruits, o 
5. 0 | ö cloathin! 


ns. DET EA 

bathing, our ammunition, our ſtores; in ſhort, our ſupplies 
{every kind, to our forces abroad, has, in my opinion, ra- 
er conveyed a great part of them to our foes than our 
point out to your Lordſhips the ſeveral valuable captures 
feel myſelf ſorry to ſay, is the ill conduct of thoſe who were 


repeated inſtances we have heard of to prove this, when 
x a proper diſtribution of all theſe kind of neceſſaries to be 


urch rates, that were in commiſſion, and many more alſo of 
oy of no fleet out to require their attention, they would 
that time, could not have obtained but by ſuch miſcon- 


d; but I will venture to affirm, would have ſaved to the 


pagant manner of hiring tranſports, and the buying of 


Nept, 1777, . 3 
e victualling of theſe tranſports alſo is 526,878 19 10 


des theſe ſums there has been paid for 


january, 1776 0 
leave to look upon them as enormous, when we conſider 


io your Lordſhips: but it s not my intention at preſent, 
Lords, to enter more minutely into a detail of the con- 


If circumſtances, that may be neceſſary for me to ſhew 


ends. My Lords, I am unwilling to treſpaſs on the time, 
(this nature that have been made by the rebels, from what 


luperintend this very eſſential part of the war; becauſe Tam - 
ry certain that every Lord who hears me muſt recolle& 


at to our fleet and army, had they been put into the ſeve- 
men of war ſent to America, or had ten or a dozen of our 


line, and not ſo well employed, been armed en flute, and 
fined for this particularly eſſential ſervice, at a time we 


t only have ſecured theſe ſupplies for our own forces, de- 
wed the enemy of what they ſtood ſo much in want of, and 


lic above half the expence thrown away in that moſt ex- 


ps and veſſels for that purpoſe ; which in the tranſport ſer- 
eſor the navy only (excluſive of the ordnance and treaſury 
ſports) has already coſt, in freight only, from Sept. 1775 

| e 2 11 


— « 


ach make the ſum of - - 1,792,110 2 9. 


the purchaſe of ſhips and veſſels ſince . ha 
+ 6 1c 11169) - v 5:50 3 8 
ly Lords, theſe may appear inconfiderable ſums, where 
are throwing away ſo many more conſiderable ; but give 


t above half might have been ſaved to the public in theſs 
iculars alone, by proſecuting the method I have pointed 


Hof our navy in this war, after all the moſt enormous ſatns ' 
| have been granted for the navy (greater than ever was 
a before) becauſe I ſhould: then be obliged to go back to 


# 1 * . your j 4 
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Lordſhips, that I am ſtill conſiſtent with whatever I ha 
before declared on thefe ſubjects, and particularly fo, wh 
at the opening of laſt ſeſſions of Parliament, I had the hongy 
of acquainting your Lordſhips, that I acquieſced in the: 
ſertion then made by the noble Lord at the head of the adm 
ralty, that we could have forty ſhips of the line ready by d 
month of March laft, which I allowed, could there be g 
men to man them : but I now muſt expreſs my aftoniſhmet 
at there not having been half that number fit for immedia 
ſervice, if ſo many; and although at that time the differe 
armaments of France and Spain, and particularly that gre 
expedition from Cadiz, which no one knew the real deſti 
tion of at that time, called loudly upon us for every exerti 
of our naval power. 
My Lords, I ſhall reſerve myſelf for whatever I may here 
after find neceſſary to ſay, on this very extenſive ſubje « 
our navy. I ſhall now content myſelf in this inſtance m 
making ohe ſhort and general obſervation to your Lordſhip 
which is, that if the fleet is in every reſpect ſuch as I 
told has been officially repreſented to your Lordfhips ; th 
it is compleatly fitted, compleatly manned, and compleat 
officered, and, in ſhort, fit for ſervice in every ſenſe of i 
word, I mean, fit to proceed immediately to ſea, and attac 
a fleet (if neceſſary) of France or Spain, or both united; n 
for the purpoſe only of cruizing after an American privatee 
or retaking a Weſt-India merchant ſhip; I fay, if the f 
is in this ſuperior order, why then has England hitherto ma 
this contemptible figure, that not only our trade has bet 
fo conftantly annoyed, our iſlands left in ſuch diſtreſs, at 
expoſed to the ravages of the American privateers, but o 
own coaſts have been ſo inſulted all laſt ſummer, that oi 
ports and rivers have fcarce been free from American depn 
dations; and our very men of war have met with 1nſ 
from foreign powers, both in their ports, and in the oce 
unknown to the Britiſh flag before? Surely, if our fleet 1s 
fuch ſuperior order and readineſs, what can theſe diſgraces 
ewmg to, but the want of conduct, or the want of knowled 
in this profeſſion of thoſe who ſuperintend our naval affain 
And though, my Lords, I muſt and will ever do juſtice 
the great abilities, affiduity and attention of the noble L 
who preſides at the admiralty, to which I have been an 0 
witneſs, yet his Lordſhip muſt give me leave to fay, 6 
when this great flect (and *tis now, I think, 280 ſail of þ 
dants flying, among which arc ſeventy odd ſhips of the in 


ul 


j 
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Wd many more preparing) is to be put in motion, and all its 
kail attended to; the different proper diſpoſitions made of 
t with proper commanders an chief to the different ſtations: 
fiy, my Lords, when all this is to be put properly in mo- 
fon; when the calm in which his Lordſhip has ſo long preſided 
Fffled, and the ſtorm begins to blow from every quarter, 
Lordſhip muſt excuſe me, if I do aſſure him, that old and 
grerienced as he may think himſelf in that office, he has yet 
(apprenticeſhip to learn in that profeſſion. | | 

My Lords, can your Lordſhips, without ſome degree of 
motion, recolleCt the glorious figure this nation made in the 
fear 1761 ; when by the wiſe councils, intrepid conduct, and 
wicious choice of admirals and generals, and that great 
hteſman, then at the head of his majeſty's councils, and 
boſe abſence this day here I very much lament, the arms 
Great Britain were carried triumphantly over the whole 
obe, and its flag revered wherever it was diſplayed. And 
bw, my Lords, what is the dreadful contraſt ? Great Bri- 
kin drained almoſt to the laſt guinea and the laſt man, and 
lat very flag, once the terror, now the contempt of all Eu- 
me. Does your Lordſhips not feel indignation at this 
lange, or do you require proofs of theſe aſſertions? My 
ards, you cannot, they are too recent, too publicly known, 
ind I fear too generally publiſhed all over Europe, to require 
by here, : Py 


de glorious elevation it was raiſed to, to the very brink of 
Ettuction now, is it wile, is it prudent, my Lords, to ima- 
Ine that the ſame identical councils and meaſures,” if pur- 
led, can extricate us? No, my Lords, abſurd is the thought, 
id vain would be ſuch a with : for my own part, my Lords, 
mit one moment of that indulgence which your Lordſhips 
tpett for, and a great opinion of the abilities and integrity 
many of the noble Lords in adminiftration ; and I have the 
me for many of thoſe who are out of it; and I am ſure the 
ile Duke near me deſerves every one's thanks, for the pains 
Is Grace has taken in this enquiry, and. with ſuch know- 
Wee and ſuch candour as he has laid it before us: but I have 
connections at preſent with either ſet; I have not the ho- 


fotion is for the honour and intereſt of my king and coun- 
land to thoſe who will moſt effectually promote that de- 
able end, and recover and ſupport the ſupremacy of this 
Vol. IX. f coun- 


This once great nation, being brought ſo rapidly from 


we given to many Lords, that I may now ſay, I have great 


bur of being conſidered as of any party; my whole and ſole 
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Earl of 


; | Sandwich. tranſports would be infinitely more expenſive than bitt 


- intereſted in the change of men or meaſures, but as it tend 


_ ed to the Crown, (great as they are) are inſufficient to ſup 


happy to join any ſet of gentlemen, in ſerving in any capa 
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country over her colonies. I have not a wiſh for myſelf, a 
any ambitious or intereſted object to gratify, having long 
ſince determined neither to ſolicit, or if offered, to accepto 
any place or emolument whatſoever, out of my military line; 
and thereby convince my Sovereign and my country, (if it be 
poſſible, in theſe days of general corruption) that I am no way 


b 


to the proſperity of the whole. But give me leave, my Lord, 
to add, that in ſuch times as theſe, when the great ſums grant 


port the ſtill greater expences of the Crown, I ſhould by 


city that I could be thought capable of, without ſalary, eme 
hument, or reward, of any kind whatſoever. My Lords, be 
lieve me, tis only ſuch determinations as theſe, with the peo 
le of great rank and property, that will regain the confi 
lence of our fellow-ſubjeQs, eaſe his Majeſty's expences, an 
conſequently lighten the burthen of his people. 
My Lords, theſe reaſons, and many more that | coul 
enumerate, have prevailed with me to treſpaſs on your Lordi! 
ſhips indulgence in this ſtage of the buſineſs, but more part 
ticularly to earneſtly entreat your Lordſhips, in this critical 
fituation, to conſider yourſelves as thoſe on whom the Crow 
muſt ever rely for ſalutary advice; as thoſe whom the peo 
ple muſt ever look to (under the Crown) as their heredita 
guardians ; and that, in that light, your Lordſhips will no 


throw off every temporary conſideration of this or that on 


of the Houſe, as was mentioned the other night; every obli_hWl t 
gation, that party may think they have a right, on eve 
occaſion, to claim, for this aſſent, or that diſſent; and as ee 
great hereditary, and I hope independent council of this n 
tion, to which all other councils, of what kind ſoever, en 
this moment, ought to yield, that you will purſue this enqui_hlſs | 
ry, as it is begun, with a trig, ample, and impartial ſer i 
tiny into the real ſtate of the nation, and enable youritlit 
thereby to judge what this country can do, or what ix calcu! 
not do, and humbly and dutifully adviſe the Crown Accor 
ingly,. and take ſuch ſteps as ſhall change the torrent of Herta 
fatal conduct, and moſt enormous waſte of blood and treat 
ſure, which if longer purſued to no better purpoſes, mult i he 


evitable bring on the immediate ruin of this once great, rd 
flouriſhing empire. | 1 er þ 
Earl of Sandwich infiſted, that employing men of war at 


_trall 
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;n{ports ; that if men, to the number of three or four hun- 
e, were put on board each ſhip, with the victualling, 
ores, &c. it would render them totally unfit either for of- 
ace or defence. Both marines and foldiers could not be ac- 
{mmodatec ; and if they could, no ſhip of war, after being 
hus ſtored, could carry any tier of guns but thoſe of her up- 
er deck. His Lordſhip ſaid he could give many proofs of 
he madneſs of ſuch a plan. He next ſpoke to the ſhips, re- 
ecting their fitneſs for ſea, the fullneſs of their complements, 
nd the ability of the officers appointed to command them. 
He contended, that at no time ſince we had a navy, was it 
pon a more complete and reſpectable footing, in all thoſe 
urticulars, than at preſent. He ſaid, he was ready to bring 
midence of this to their Lordſhips? bar, from the very offi- 
ers who were out on cruiſes; and a better collateral proof 
ld not be given of the ſtate of the ſhips, than the winter 
miſes performed by them without any complaint being made 
f either the condition of the veſſels, in point of repair 
aa fitting out, or the ſtate of their reſpective crews. He 
berved, that the noble Earl had ſaid, that we had now as 
may ſhips of the line in commiſhon (and 290 in all) as we 
ad during any time the late war. As to the latter, the fact 
3s not ſo, nor had we nearly as many ſhips of the line in 
ummiſſion now as then. In the year 1760 we had ninety- 
ren, whereas at preſent we had but fifty- eight. The no- 
e Earl, after paſſing many commendations, which he b 
omeäns laid claim to, ſaid, that before he ſhould be able to 
Il the part he now occupies, he muſt ſerve an apprenticeſhip, 
ie ſhould not, in this, take the advice of the noble Earl. 
fie believed, he was longer acquainted with public buſineſs 
ban any noble Lord in that Houſe, ever fince the year 1744; 
ke was likewiſe longer in his preſent office than any one of 
Is predeceſſors; to go an apprentice now, would, in his 
pinion, therefore, be to very little purpoſe ; all he could 
T learn, he already knew. He hoped his Lordſhip would 
xcuſe him then for not following his advice. He found 
umſelf growing worſe in ſome things every day, and he was 
ertain he ſhould never grow better. The noble Lord ſaid, 
It the ſhips were not properly commanded ; if the fact was 
0, he was forry for it : but he begged leave to remind his 
rdſhip, that he told him he had a ſhip at his ſervice when- 
Fer he choſe to go abroad. And as to the fact of his faying, 
dat he would have twenty ſhips of the line ready for ſea 
the firſt of laſt March, he made his word good; he had 
F f 2 | twenty 


3 Earl of 
Sandwich. 


toxious, there was not a common foremaſt-man unacquaint 
ed therewith ; therefore the noble Earl was miſinformed, 0 
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twenty ſhips of the line for home ſervice ready; and wy 
prepared to go into the proof of that fact, if his Lordſhy 
doubted it. 

Earl of Briſtol replied, My Lords, I only riſe to explain 
and muſt flatly contradi& the noble Lord, with regard t 
to his ſtate of the navy. His Lordſhip ſays, there are but 
58 fail of the line: I will take upon me to prove, by thi 
paper, there are at leaſt 72. His Lordſhip ſays that fifty 
gun-ſhips, are not of the line; I deny that; they are ſhi 
of the fourth rate, and in all the great lines of battle, whid 
J will produce, they have been included. They are left out 
ſometimes in great fleets occaſionally. I have the firſt ac 
counts, from every ſea port. As to the officers of the fleet 
none could be better, and I was ſure would do their duty 
but as to the men, I will ſay nothing now upon it. 48 U 
what his Lordſhips ſays, of my being appointed to a gre 
command, and his waiting upon me, to acquaint me with it iſe: 
I can only fay, I certainly ſhould not have given his Lord 
ſhip that trouble. But the offer I made to terve my kin er 


and country, in cafe of a French or Spaniſh war, was in Her 


place here, and I believe, I was the very firſt, In conſe in 
quence of which, I was defired to name a ſhip for my flag: 
Since Which, (now above a year ago) I have never heard it 
ſyllable more. And as to the ſhip | the Queen! being e 
every reſpect ſo fitted for me, I believe the ſhip ittclf is very 
well fitted; but as to the men; his Lordſhip muſt excuk 
me, if I ſaid that God forbid I ſhould put my foot 0 
board her, manned as ſhe was then. 

Earl of Sandwich in reply, when he firſt roſe to the mil 
conduct imputed to him, relative to his plans of naval ope 
rations, ſaid he was by no means anſwerable for them. Aſn « 
firſt commiſſioner of the admiralty, he only acted officially 
he only carried into execution what had been previouſſy d& n 
termined elſewhere [in cabinet.] To the laſt part, re- iir 
tive to the number of ſhips in commiſſion, he inſiſted the 
noble Earl was led into a moſt groſs miſtake. His Loe 
ſhip had concluded in his laſt, ſhips of fifty, guns, which 
were not eſteemed of the line of battle, the matter was ne 


forgot what he muſt have known, that a fifty-gun ſhip wo 
not a ſhip of the line. : | 

At fix o'clock the order of the day for the Lords to pr. 
cced on the- enquiry into the ſtate of the nation was " Un 
Ty: | whe 
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hen the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee, Lord 
karſdale took the chair; after which the Duke of Richmond Duke of 
xe, and ſaid a few words prefatory to the reſolutions he Richmond. 
jeant to offer, which, he declared, turned chiefly on theſe 

vints ; the ſtate of the army, and number of effective men 
America in the years 1774, 1775, 1776, and 1777, 

ith the ſervices and events of each campaign, as appeared 

um the papers referred to the conſideration of the commit- 

xt, His Grace gave his reaſons for adopting a different 

pode of conduct from that which he had followed on a pre- 

ding occaſion, and therefore only read his firſt reſolution, 

hich was as follows : | | 

4 That it appears to this committee, ſo far as they are 
pformed from the returns referred to them, that the great- 

{ number of regular land forces ſerving in North America, 

11774, conſiſted of fix thouſand nine hundred and twenty 

jen, including officers,” | 

Lord J eymouth ſaid, he roſe merely to object to the expe- Lord V. 
hency and propriety of the committee coming to any reſolu- b. 
ions of truths which were ſufficiently obvious, juſt at that 

me; and concluded with declaring, that as the ſame argu- 

tents which had been uſed on the laſt meeting of the com- 

nittee, applied to the preſent queſtion, he would not trouble 

er Lordſhips with 2 repetition of them, but, as the moſt 
gentle method of diſpoſing of the noble Duke's reſolution, 
fould move that the noble Lord quit the chair. - 

Juſt as the chairman was about to put the queſtion, the 
Duke of Grafton roſe, and complained exceedingly of the Duke of 
ords in office adopting ſo ſhort a method of preventing Sen. 
e aſcertainment of truth, and refuſing to afford the nation 

d opportunity of acquiring the moſt certain and indiſputa- 
It knowledge of the ſtate of their affairs; he ſaid, it was 

no purpoſe to continue the enquiry, if the ſteps which it 
vinted out, as proper to be taken in conſequence of it, were 
ot purſued : that the reaſons for the committee's refuſing 

dcome to reſolutions of fact, were frivolous and ill founded: 

at the idea of preventing foreign nations from getting at 

e knowledge of our true ſituation, was abſurd in the ex- 

me, That the courts of France and Spain had much bet- 
& information than could be collected from the papers 
pon the table. That the only people ignorant of the facts 
lich the preſent enquiry was entered upon with a view of 
abliſhing, were the people of England, from whom ad- 
uniſtration with-held every ſpecies of information, — 

2 thus 


Lord 
mon!e 


Wey- Lord Weymouth expreſſed his ſurprize that the noble Dub 


* queſtion then before the committee, as a war with Franct 


tee's coming to any reſolution at preſent 3, that in fad 
a . ' p ; . : UI 
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thus keeping them ignorant of their real ſituation, delude 
them into an acquieſcenee with every meaſure taken re 
ſpecting America. His Grace declared, that it would h 
acting a more manly part for miniſters to ſay at once thy 
diſliked the enquiry, and break up the committee, thay 
thus inſidiouſly to deceive the public, by letting an ide 
prevail that they wiſhed to give every information that wa 
aſked for, and that they countenanced the enquiry, when 
in fact, they were reſolved to negative every refolutiq 
moved 1n coniequence of it, and thus in an underhand man 
ner effectually to check its progreſs, and render it ulchi 
and unſerviceable. From the noble Viſcount's rifing u 
ſpeak to the queſtion, he had hopes of hearing from hin 
ſomething relative to the pacific intentions of the courts 
France and Spain, and the probability of our not havin 
war to ſuſtain, at this critical period, againſt the Houle e 
Bourbon. The noble Viſcount had formerly. ſtood up, an 
given the Houle information on that head: ſuch 1nforma 
tion would then be particularly. welcome. After enlargin 
a good deal relative to our preſent fituation, and the addi 
tional embarraſſment which a war with France would occa 
fon, his Grace cuncluded with urging their Lordfhips t 
adinit the noble Duke's reſolution, and not act fo incon 
ſiſtently as to declare they apprayed the enquiry, when th 
were taking every poſſible method of defeating its purpoſe. 


ſhould introduce a ſubjeCt fo exceedingly foreign from th 


and a wiſh that he would give their Lordſhips informatie 
relative to the probability of ſuch an event. It was true | 
had a year ago aſſured their Lordthips of the pacific pre 
feſſions of the court of Verſailles; he could now doth 
fame ; nothing could be more pacific than the profefſion 
that court at this time; he would not, however, hold hin 
ſelf anſwerable or liable to be called upon, fhould a * 
happen to break out ſhortly. What he ſtated was a fact, bu 
that miniſter would, in his opinion, act very unwiſely, wi 
ſhould fo far rely on mere profeſſions, as not to prepare i 
the defence of the kingdom, at a time when any of the col 
tinental powers were buſy in military preparation, mus 
more when France was arming herſelf. With regard! 
what he had ſaid relative to the, reſolution, he declatt 
he could not ſee the utility or the neceſſity of the comm 
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1 | . 
zs not their buſineſs ſo to do; that they were to proceed 


D progreffivly, and adverted to every diſtinct object of it, 
hey ere to form ſome general concluſion deduced from and 
hanWrounded upon the reſult of the whole inveſtigation. 

E 


eblutions were confidered as the data from which the con- 
ions were to be drawn; and finally to be the ground of 
he meaſures meant to be propoſed, in conſequence of ſuch 
pformation., He was free to declare, that the preſent mode 


hat information; for when every fact was eſtabliſhed, and 
he whole enquiry at an end, and the grand concluſions re- 
ative to future meaſures came to be made, where were the 
is on which the Houſe was to proceed? On the jour- 


ords imported, that as it was not neceſſary nor proper to 
tlve the facts, of courſe it muſt be unneceſſary and im- 
oper to agree to the conclufions. The argument was ob- 
ous and incontrovertable. This then fairly amounted to 
premature diſſolution of the committee; and, for his part, 
t adminiſtration were determined to adhere to the fame 
duct throughout the future progreſs of the enquiry, he 
bought it would be much better to difſolye it at once; 


bew of an enquiry, amuſe the people without doors with high 
wectations, when it was finally reſolved, by thoſe who led 
be majorities of that Houſe, that no one benefit or advan- 
ge whatever, ſhould be derived from it. 
This, he foreſaw, was the intention of miniſters, as ſoon 
he underſtood that a noble Lord, in the other Houſe, 
Lord North] gave notice, that he intended to move ſome 
an, tending to peace and conciliation with America. It 
u pretty evident, from the conduct of miniſters in this 
lute, that they intended it from the firſt day the commit- 
e was formed; but the noble Lord's propoſing a plan of 
mciliation, in the other Houſe, pending the enquiry, put 
lat ſuſpicion beyond a doubt. For what would be the 
al effect of ſuch a propoſition ? But that, as ſoon as it 
Ras made, the enquiry, from that inftant, would be at an 
0d, at leaſt in that Houſe, and conſequently in this. The 
Me. Lord, by what he could learn, meant to 9 in 
| | what 


N larly with the enquiry, and after 3 gone through 
Lord Camden ſaid it had at all times been the uſage of Lord Cem- 


adiament to form reſolutions on matters of fact, which 4. 


putting a negative on every reſolution propoſed, was in 
it pretending to give information, but refuſing the uſe of 


als, negatived by the previous queſtion, which in ſo many 


mach more candid to ſtop its mouth, than, by a mere outſide 
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& what he intended to propoſe, by way of bill; indeed; 
could not be otherwiſe, as no miniſter dare offer any tem 


4 to America without the conſent. of Parliament, becauj 
Parliament had already, by the prohibitory bill, chalks 


& out the ſpecific manner in which government was to treat 
What, then, was the enquiry to do? Why, to produce in 
formation to that Houle, in order to ground meaſures upon 
while a bill, in its ſeveral ſtages, was going through thy 
ſame Houſe, fixing the terms, and direQting the mode i 
which we were to treat. The idea was to the laſt degre 
V prepoſterous and abſurd ; apply the ſame. mode of reaſoning 
a» to this Houſe. A bill is paſſing the other Houſe, which if 
dWee0o come here for our approbation, while we are actually ei 
sd in an enquiry, which is intended to lay a foundatig 
for meaſures of conciliation. - The truth was, that miniſte 
were in a panic, when they firſt conſented to the enquiry 
| they. had fince recovered. their wonted confidence. Thi 
WU - Rate of things was too critical, and the nation too mud 
Wh alarmed, for minifters to continue to treat. the public in t 
lofty, contemptuous manner they had hitherto uniform! 
done. The enquiry muſt go on, or ſome ſubſtitute, to pre 
| vent a clamour without doors, muſt be adopted in its ftead 
IX "The idea was ingenious, and well worthy of thoſe who con 
= trived gt. Plans of conciliation are held out, or intended 
plans perhaps very different in their nature, cannot, a 
the ſame. time, by the ſame Parliament, be adopted; on 
muſt be thrown aſide. , Minifters carry their point; the ti 
" quiry is thus ftrangled in its birth, and the affairs of the n 
tion are of courſe truſted to the conduct of the ſame mimi 
ſters for another year, and the worſt that can happen is, ab. 
they ſhall have failed in their laſt attempt as they did in 
the preceding. TE VOY: NY 
; He augured ill, as ſoon as he heard of what was intended 
he foreſaw clearly, that the committee would be. ſhort 
lived; that it would meet with a ſudden and immatur 
death; that it would be ſtrangled in its birth, by the mit 
. ̃ a ĩ˙——,r od. 265 
Will the noble Lord, in the other Houſe, after aſſurin 
it, that Great Britain would never relax, till America wi 
at her feet, tell his friends there, that America muſt 
treated with; that all the obnoxious acts muſt be repealed 
3% After fo frequently aſſuring the country . gentlemen that 
E” revenue, and a Abtagtial revenue, was to be drawn frol 
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the colonics; will he inform them of the melancholy ti 


2 
* 
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bes, that all thoughts of taxing our colonies are now relin- 
quiſhed ? After the high-ſounding terms of the ſupremacy 
Parliament; of the inalienable rights of the Britiſh le- 
ture, to compel America to unconditional ſubmiſ- 
don; will he acquaint them, that that country is to be 
rated with as an independent ſtdte? After ſpending up- 
wards of twenty-five millions, and after the loſs of twenty 
bouſand lives, will he fairly confeſs, that both were thrown 


dn this country, will he confine his apology to a fingle 
end; chat he had been deceived, or miſled? There were 
ut two methods, he ſaid, of treating with the colonies; 
hat adopted, of holding out pardons, which had already 


pegree to ſpecific terms. Suppoſe that it thould anſwer the 
0 purpoſe it was intended to effect, would it be but acknow- 


doing, at leaſt in the firſt inſtance, the independency of 
ue werica. His Lordſhip next obſerved, that the colonies 
kd ſolemnly declared themſelves independent, and adhered 
kenuouſly to that declaration, when their affairs were at 


vow pretend even to hint, after the flouriſhing ſtate of their 
firs, in the moment of victory, and elated with ſucceſs 
s they were; that they would conſent to treat on more 
Erourable terms? No, moft certainly not; ſo that it 
as clear, whatever pretended appearance of Parliamentary 
lpremacy which might be kept up, thoſe very miniſters, 
who had all along contended” for unconditional ſubmiſſion, 
md ſupremacy, in its fulleſt extent, were now propoſing a 
treaty, the very baſis of which was to be an acknowledgment 
nd recognition of American independency. Wy 
He lamented, the fatal counſels which had brought this 
ation into its preſent alarming fituation ; and the ſupine- 
eſs of the people, in ſuffering themſelves, to be governed 
by fuch weak and deſtructive meaſures, To be told at one 
line, that a few thouſand men would look America into ſub- 


Wbitious views of a few individuals; and that a force ſuf- 
ent to, free the pcople from; the tyranny of their leaders, 


chen they failed in all their predictions and promiſes, rela- 
e to the degree and extent of the reſiſtance, and the diſs 


= ſo ener the full force of this country, to compell them 
8 OL, 1. ED G g ==>"; - = 


way; and, in return for the numerous evils he has heaped | 


iled'; the other by bill, containing Parliamentary powers, 


be loweſt ebb. Would any noble Lord in adminiftration, 


biſfion ; again, that the reſiſtance proceeded only from the 
wald immediately put an end to the revolt; and finally, 


plitzon of the people there, then, that it would be neceſ- 
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to a full acknowledgment of the high-ſoundirig terms and 

big words of the; ſupreme rights of” P arliament, and yi 
conditional, ſubmiſſion: yet two campaigns have ſince piſs 

ſed; the whole ftrength of this country has been exerts; 

and what has been the conſequence ? A propoſition from thy 

who promiſed every thing, and effected nothing; confeſſig 

that we are unequal to the taſk ; and that the only means jt 
untried, is to offer to accede to what had been ſo often ii 

1 we never would conſent to, while we had a man to fight, of 
a ſhilling to ſpend. Te © 241510 

If the plan intended, proved a good one, he fincerely 
wiſhed it ſucceſs. The miniſter ated right, to accommo- 

date. himſelf. His dreams of conqueſt, revenue, &c. weft 

at an end. There was a time, and not long ſince, when he 
might have ſucceeded. That moment was, he had even 
reaſon to believe, paſſed away, never to be recovered. lt, 
when a noble Lord, now abſent from his place [Lord Chu. 
ham] propoſed the meaſure of withdrawing the troops befor 
the receſs, it had been accepted of, probably ſuch a meaſuriifi: 
would have ſucceeded : it was now too late. Miniſters were 
warned, in the moſt plain and ſpecific language, of the 
danger of rejeQting that noble Lord's propofition. They 
Were told, that fomething, which in its nature might ſeyer 
the colonies for ever from the parent ſtate was then in con. ir! 
templation ; that inſtead of America, or France ſeparae ch. 
85 might have America, with the whole united force A d 


Bourbon, to contend with. What was the conduct of m ton 
niſters? They moved and carried an adjournment, on teen 
11th of December, to the 2oth of January, a receſs of. iſ 

weeks, at ſo awful and important 4 criſis; they abandoned Mn: 
the intereſts of the nation to chance; and now, at the end rote 

__ = *** of more than two months, when it was too late, came Wil 

2 propoſition to Parliament. What he now. ſaid, was na lor 
the effect of mere idle ſurmiſe or conjecture. He had, witze den 
in a few days, ſeen the extract of a leiter from Dr, Franks 
Ha. He did not himſelf correſpond with that gentlemaa ber 

Vos op on any other ſubject, but the melancholy one alluded; 

to, he ſhould eſteem his correſpondence. the higheſt by 

nour) in which he ſaid, that a propoſition tending to peach 
would have been accepted of by America, at the petiod al 
luded tog but, that it was then too late. He underſtood, ty 
that this was further authenticated by accounts received, fr 
Which he feared were too true, that America had ente 
into an alliance with r rance; and that any roſpe&t of peace 
or reconeiliation was entirely vaniſhed. If the miniſter = 
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ant af and, knowing it, looked to the conſequences, which 
uns DV. 


in» eu 258 | Irea 1 
e yould end fatally. to its authors and contrivers. It was 
ü minal to heap, every ſpecies of accumulated ruin on the 


ation; but it would be inſolent and cruel to aggravate their 
wiſcries by ſo groſs and barefaced a deception, _ 1 
He concluded with recommending to miniſters, that what- 
0. leer was done might be ſpeedily done; the moment was 
vitical and decifive, in any event; he feared, it was too 
ze; but whether or not, the chance of ſucceſs could only 
nie from expedition. | Si 


. 


— - 


u. n back to the motion before them, agreeing with the cel 


re euned law. Lord that it was always cuſtomary for commit- 
etc to agree to reſolutions, of fact, but aſſerting, that the 
roconclufion meant to be. deduced from theſe facts qught to be 


hefWepencd to the committee, previous to their entering into any 
y rolation. The noble Duke's intention, his Lordſhip de- 


r daed, was altogether a ſecret to the committee as yet, but 
r he could gueſs at all from what had fallen from the Lords 
ei o had ſpoken in favour of the reſolution, the propoſition 
of that his Grace meant to offer to their Lordſhips confidera- 
bon, was ſomewhat fimilar to the propoſition in General 
de enes's Letter; in which their Lordſhips were adviſed; to 
Ai ichdraw their fleets and armies, and then to let America 
ed make her own” terms. His Lordſhip declared, he ſhould 
de for the chairman's leaving the chair. ; | 


(aw from the various reſolutions which he had moved, and 
digt, in the progreſs of the enquiry, move :. hs. ſaid, the 
4 Farned Lord certainty was at liberty to gueſs as much as he 
bleſed, but it would be rather extraordinary if he hit upon 
4 the concluſion that would be offered, becauſe | he. really had 
| not yet it his head what concluſion to form, nor could he 
1 bly aſcertain it till he he had gone through the whole 
aury, and Fad eſtabliſhed the various facts on which the 
mate conctufton {muſt neceſſarily be grounded. Thus 
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fit, however, he' would tell the committee, the abject of 
IRS 31 $1 er Hs rn ren nat ones to 3 o * 
Fqury was peace, the mode of attempting to effect which, 
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inevitably be a French war, his propoſition would be a 
mckery, of the nation, whom he had all along miſled; and 

ich a farce ſhould be diſcovered, woe to them who had 
ed in it; for however ſlow the people were to avenge the 
guts and injuries put upon them, he ventured to affirm, that 


The Lord Chancellor begged to call their Lordſhips' atten- Lord Chan- 
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The Duke of Richmond. With regard to the learned law Duke of 
A Lord, who ſpoke laſt, gueſſing at the concluſion he meant to Richmende 


' relied on the French king and the French cabinet, who, he 
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could not be determined upon till their Lordſhips knew th 
real ſtate of public affairs, the pewer of the nation to con 
tinue the War, wi probability of its ſucceſs, and how fu 
we were able to reſiſt an attack from the houſe of Bourbon 
fhould any be made. His Grace declared, he did not beliet n 
we ſhould ſoon be precipitated into a war with France, adding 

that he neither reſted his belief on the wiſdom of admin 
ration, nor on our ability to reſiſt an attack; but that he 


well knew, were exceedingly averſe to war. He could nord 
however, anſwer for accidents or incidental occurrence: iſe 
which might force France to commence hoſtilities. Then 
was at this time a difficulty between our court and that of 
Verſailles ; France formerly took all her tobacco (which i 
a neceflary article of conſumption, and a great object of 
revenue in that kingdom) from us. We were no long 
able to ſupply her, and ſhe had declared that ſhe muſt pro 
cure tobacco from America, whom ſhe was under the ne 
ceſfity of trading with as an independent ſtate. This, hi 
Grace aid, was a difficulty, and how the Britiſh miniſty 
would get over it, he knew not. 

Upon the motion's being put, for Lord Scarſdale to lea 
the chair, the committee divided, when the numbers were, Ni 
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The Duke of Richmond's other Gehe d were, 

at it appears to this Houſe, that the greateſt num 

lar land forces ſerving in North America, in 17% er 

eds ed of eleven thouſand two hundred and nineteen ef 
fective men, including officers. 

That the operations and events in North America, 4 
ring the, campergn of 1775, confiſted chiefly in taking fron 
his Majeſty, by the provincial. forces, the forts on the fron 
tiers of Cong, the reduction by the ſaid foroes of tit 
whole province of Canada, except the city of Quebec, ſom 
fevere actions in the neighbourhood of Boſton in New-Eny 
land, and the blockade: of his Mayety' 8 arthy in that oy b 
the provincial forces. 

That as far as they are informed PO the returns reſer I! 
red to them, the greateſt number of regular land foret 
ſerving in North America, in the year 1776, conſiſted 0 
forty- five thouſand eight 1 And en Wente off 
cers incfaded. *, Th 

Tha 
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1778. rr ** 
That the operations and events in North America, during 
campaign of 1776, conſiſted chiefly in a conſiderably 
hantage gained over the provincial forces in an engage- 
unt in Long Ifland, the reduction of Staten Ifland, Long. 
and, and of the city and iſland of New York, all within 
province of New Vork; of the iſland of Rhode Ifland, 
in the province of Rhode Tfland, and a pofleffion of, 
of the Jer ye, all by his Majeſty's arms, under General 
William Howe; the repulſe of an aſſault on Quebec, 
wer Generals Montgomery and Arnold; the raiſing the 
e and the blockade of that city, and the recovery of Ca- 
na, together with the deſtruction of the American fleet 
Lake Champlain, by his Majeſty's forces under General 
rGuy Carleton; the evacuation of the city of Boſton by 
s Majeſty's forces; the failure of the expedition of the 
forces under Sir Peter Parker and General Clinton, 
xinſt Charles Town, in South Carolina, and the breaking 
o the cantonments of his Majeſty's army in the Jerſeys 
the provincial troops under General Murr BE 
That from the returns it appears, the greateft number of 
nd forces ſerving in North America, in 1777, conſiſted 
forty-eight thouſand fix hundred and fixteen men, in- 
ding officers. ih — 
That the operations and events in North America, during 
campaign of 1777, were chiefly on the ſouthward the 
| evacuation of the Jerſeys by his Majefty's forces; 
nion of the province of Penſylvania by the land forces 
der Sir William Howe; his ſucceſs in two confiderable * 
beements with the continental army under General Waſn- 
gon; the occupation of the city of Philadelphia * 
weſty's forces; General Waſhington taking poſt with- _ 
fourteen miles of Philadelphia; Sir William Howe's | 
wement of his army to diſlodge General Waſhington + 
Won finding the enemy's'pofition unattackable, his retreat 
Philadelphia, where he remains entrenched” for winter 
unters. n i ee 12: ee 214 202079 BY 
To the northward they conſiſted chiefly in an unſucceſsful ,. 
ck of his Majeſty's forces, under Colonel St. Leger, at 
 Stanwix ; the taking Ticonderoga (fince evacuated) by 
Majeſty*s' forces under Lieutenant General Burgoyne S 
ral fevere' engagements,” with various ſucceſs, and the . 
ll loſs/of the Whole army under the faid General, con- 
ins of ſeven thouſand regular troops, beſides others; to- 
IS gether 


the cities of New Vork and Philadelphia; together yi 
Staten Ifland, Long Iſland, and Rhode Iſland, and th 
there {till remains to be reduced the entire provinces of Ney 
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gether with the loſs of all his axbllerys ſtores, baggege, a a 


is whole camp. 
That the total reſult of the operation of. his Majeſty 110 
ces, and thoſe of his allies, during the three campaigng., 
1775, 1776, and 1777, towards the reduction of the n 
volted provinces in North America, conſiſted in the takin 


* 
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Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts Bay, and Connecticut; all th 
continental parts of Rhode Iſland and New York, the wha 
of the provinces of Eaſt and Weſt Jerſey, the province 
Penſylvania (except the environs of Philadelphia) the coun 
ties on Delaware, the entire provinces of Maryland, Vir 
ginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. 
Tbat the number of his Majeſty's land forces in all Norl 
Amrita, under the ſeveral commanders, at  Philadelphi 
New Vork, Rhode. Ifland, and Canada, according to th 
lateſt returns, conſiſted of wirt- thouſand ſeven i bundr 
and thirty - one men. 
That it will require a 1 af even. thouſin 
eight hundred and eighty-five men, of old troops, to mal 
xc preſent army in North America, - conſiſting of thirty4 
and ſeven hundred and thirty-one men, equal to wha 
it was in the courſe. of the laſt campaign, when it conſiſt 
of anten thouſand | fix hundred and ſixteen regular. 
troops. 
„That of the thirty-ſix thouſand foven hundred and th 
yvonne men, which conſtituted the ſeveral armics, in No 
erica, according to the lateſt; returns, there were at. 
ſame time four thouſand ſix hundred and thirty-nine menſid 
That the number of land forces in North America, ont 
Hof. Aguſt, L7 74, together with thoſe that have. been (ci 
to America, from Great Britain or Ireland, ſince that pe 
od, to the 31ſt. of December, 177), and thoſe few co 
chat have been raiſed in America, amount to ſixty- one th 
fand ſix hundred! and forty- eight men, and that dedut 
ing the preſent army of thirtyrſix thouſand ſeyen hund 
and thirty: one men, chere appears to be loſt by death, 0 
ſettion, captivity, or otherwiſe, twenty four chopſnd All 
hundred and ſeventeen men; that there are five: tho 
ſand ive -huodred-and:thirty-fax- prifoners, Which; Weng 
N or pH Medes ade ae ne 
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ice to nineteen thouſand one hundred and eighty-one; to 

e end of the year 1777. 

fo Which were feverally negitived by the Houſe after Lord 
„ale left the chair. 

ver to the oth." 56 DL 4; 

ng als " Febridery „ F N 

110 ions to the oily of the day being gone into. 

Eirt of Briſtol roſe, and ſaid, that he thought it a duty Far! of 
owed the Houſe, as well as himſelf; whenever he had — 

ed any matter of fact to them, to be as accurate as he p 

iy could, who had no information officially. That he” 

| aſſerted” to their Lordſhips the other night, that there - 

in between 280 and 290 ſhips and veſſels in commiſſion, 

eity-tiwo of Which were of the line; and that the noble 

od at the Head of the Admiralty had thought proper to 

the number of ſhips of the line, without the fifty- gun 

ps Leere included, which his Lordſhip [Earl of Sand- 

+] would not allow to be of the ne; but he begged: 

re to produce to their Lordſhips a liſt of the names of 

ery ſhip in commiſſion of the Nine, which were 64 With 

t fifty -gun Thip s, and' feventy-cight os, them, and 

þ fail 'of pendants flying in all. but gr 

That as ro'ſhips of fifty guns being reckoned f the line} 

Lordſhip was aſhamed to argue 107 but he had brought” 

eral original lines of battle, of the two laſt wars, from 

at admfrals, wherein they would find fifty - -ganThips al- 

s included; that whenever the numbers of our line e 

ed thoſe. of the enemy; the ſmalleſt! ſhips of tlie Une 

re bn thaCoccaſion always by fignal put out tobe read _ 

replace any others damaged in the action; but his Lord 

þ 24964; he Had aſked ſeveral ſex-commanders, who were ; 
M ynſed at the doubts; His Lordſhip concluded, with ſay- 
b that even en the noble firſt Lord of the admiraley's 
und,” with all his official knowledge and aſſiſtance, chat 
rad of fifty=eight ſail of the line, that he aſſerted there 
re no more of, he inſiſted on there being ſixty - four, with 
eren the fifty-g un ſhips, which made ſeventy- eiglit, and 
it he” would not inelude the Formidable of ninety” guns, 
ng for an admiral, and the Mars of ſeventy-four, ke 
ved juſt paid off, being found um 3 10 —_— 
aired at ſo great expene e. 3 DD! 

His Lordfliyp added, that: whenever he was doing his Fab 
tere by his — and ſtating facts to che beſt of ht 
0 ledge, he would not permit the aſſumed power of any 
man, 
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Earl of 
Saxdwwich. 


Earl of 
Þriftol. 


Duke of 


Richmond. 


form their Lordſhips, that ke meant to go into an inveſly 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 
man, however high in office, to reſtrain him there, or m 
reſent him elſewhere. * „ 
Earl of Sandwich replied, he would likewiſe not be ſilence 
by any Lord whatever, when he was upon a point of right 
he therefore ſtuck to his firſt aflertion, that there were! 
more than 58 line of battle ſhips, and that fifty-gun ſhi 
were not included as ſuch that ever he heard of; he confefl; 
indeed, there was one ninety-gun ſhip, and two or. thi 
others, which perhaps may make the noble Lord's caleu 
tion pretty right, but-thoſe were not ready for ſea, thoug 
they were in commiſſion. | | hte ol 
1468 Fart of Briſtol ſaid, he would not draw off their Lordſhi 
further from the bufineſs of the day, other than to abide} 
the liſt he had drawn out upon that paper being authenti 
and as, ſays he, to his Lordſhip's thinking, I made nod 
ſtinction between ſhips being fit for ſea and commiſſion, if 
was to calculate only by the former, I would not alloy | 
Lordſhip half the number. 
Ide Houſe went into a committee of the whole Hou! 
Lord Scarſdale in the chair. H in 11 . 
The Duke of Richmond ſaid, he muſt particularly inte 
their Lordſhips indulgence, as the ſubject he was about 
treat of that day-was in its nature dry and unpleaſant. It 
to lock into their private accounts, he believed, was a m 
vhach, however. diſagreeable it might be at all times, was 
ſome occnſions indiſpenſably neceſſary, eſpecially ſo u 
their Lordſhips Rewards had ruined their eſtates. Thes 
tion, his Grace ſaid, was, in conſequence of the war, te 
dered almoſt bankrupt; and although the enormous expe 
Which bad been incurred was paſt a remedy, it might yet 
right to enquire hy what means the ruin had been brom 
on, and to aſcertain how far the Rewards were to blame, 
order to prevent the fame ſte wards from continuing in off 
and being entruſted in the conduct of thoſe means w 
-. might offer themſelves, as proper to be practiſed for the 
demptien of the public eſtattte. 
Having ed thus much, his Grace proceeded to 


tion of the expences which the Ainerican war had colt 

nation; and as he had heard that propoſals for peace n 

agitating in the Lower Houſe of Parliament, he was p 

-:cularly-happy in having been able to prepare the tubjett 

z>their Lordſhips, as he thought it might eſſentially tend to 

roc che Lords in office in the purſuit of their pacific p 1 
| po 


* 


Sa. 
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* and i in che _—_— thoſe meafures which he un- 
Rood would ſhortly be ſubmitted to the confideration of 


nee þ Houſe: þ 2 theſe motions, His Grace declared, he 


ght | for the preſent — his ſentiments, as he thought 
een too material and important to be en to upon hear- 
IN " or the vague report of any particular expreſſions which 
{Wubi have fallen frem any perſon in the courſe of converſa- 
urin another Houſe of Parliament, but that he ſhould pay 
| ery poffible attention to the fubject, when it was commits 
ould paper, and was regulatly before their Lordſhips. 
Jn order the better to aſcertain the expences of the war, 


ur of the years when we enjoyed profound peace; and as 
had not been burthened with expence on account of any fo- 
ie war, during the continuance of our war with America, 
nec that it was fair to aſcribe to that alone every ex- 
in point of public expenditure, which could be made ap- 
ar to have taken place during that period, upon 
with the ſtate of the public —— x in tink of pro- 
und peace. His Grace, after informing their Lordſhips, 


the diviſions and ſubdivifions under the 
(public r would take up too much of r. Lend. 
bps time; and, in fact, would ſwell his detail to a much 
or fize: than it would be poſſible for their Lordſhips, wth 
kr utmoſt attention, to comprehend at once, declari 
content himſelf witch confidering the ſtanding 4 
Fe ation at all times under the three great heads, namely, 
che navy, and the ordnance, comprehending under 
th of theſe he: „ the ordinaries and extraordinaries, the 
2 be 'His Grace then took out a manuſcript ſheet 
wfome papers which he held in his hand, and tated from 
de Houle, the groſs ſums which the army, the oor 
the ordnance colt upon an average in — 
ut they coſt in 1775, and what. in 1776. ith reſpect 


as the increaſe of the navy debt was not 15 reported 
phe Lower Hauſe : but that in every matter ye-to the 
iry which he had troubled their El about, he had 
en che greateſt care to ſtate the number and value of 
cle confiderably under the proper quantum and 2 
che ; preſent ja: Poa he 79 6 
eee e he to miſlead their Lordſhips, that if any 

in office thought he erred in any one Particular, 

Vol. 1 4. Hh 


be Duke ſaid; he had taken the ratio of the public coſt for 


t a minute inveſtigation of the various articles —_ a 


1777, he was obliged, in ſome ſort, —— caleula - 


* 


purſued the ſame rule, — 


234 


/ IT declared to be the juſt one, take its place in the account 


the tail of expence after the laſt war had amounted to cleve 
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he would readily give up his own ſam, and let that whid 


rom the ſtate of the year 1777, when the ſeamen votes 
were encreaſed to 45,000, and there was a vote of credit fo 
a million, the Duke reported that the exceſs was fix million 
nine hundred and odd thouſand pounds. 7 
With regard to the preſent year, his Grace ſaid, he ſhould 
take that up as to the number and expence of the ſeamer 
aha the ground of the votes, and regulate each other arti 
cle by an average of the expence of the year 1777, whic 
he conceived their Lordſhips would think at leaſt a moderate 
calculation. | 3 ES 
The ſeamen voted for the ſervice of the preſent year were 
60,000 ; the increaſe of expence on which account, as well 
as the increaſe occaſioned by the new levies of 16,000 men 
for the army now raiſing, added to the preſumed amount of 
each of the other articles, together with a vote of credit of: 
million, which he ſuppoſed would take place as uſual in time 
of war, this ſtated would increaſe the exceſs to nine millions 
Adding together the amount of the exceſs of each of the 
four years, as ſtated above, the Duke ſaid the amount of the 
whole would be found to be twenty-three millions eight hun 
dred thouſand and odd pounds. 5 55 | 
Beſides which, his Grace bid their Lordſhips recolleR, that 
if peace was ſo far forwarded, that the preliminaries were to 
be ſigned as that day, that nevertheleſs there would remain; 
tail of expence which would amount to a conſiderable ſum, It 
order to explain this, the Duke referred to the accounts of 
the ſtate expences for the four years following the cloſe of the 
laſt war, from which it appeared, that the bringing the (ol 
ers home from Germany, and other expences (Which hi 
Grace circumftantially ſtated) ſwelled to the enormous ſum ol 
eleven millions. Were peace made with America, many and 
obvious would be the cauſes of expence. We had mucſi far- 
ther to bring our army home than from Germany ; tranſports 
&c. would coſt àa great deal; and, add to this, the Heſlia 
ſoldiers were not only to be paid for, as if in actual ſervice 
to the moment that they were delivered in Heſle proper, but 
a Year's ſubſidy was to be paid that prince after his men had 
gen fo delivered. Theſe, and a great variety of cauſes 
would, the Duke ſaid, co-operate to create expence ; and, 


millions, he conceived he might fairly eftimate the tail of cx 
pence which would follow our war with America at nine mil 
av 3*.4 Ne D 475 10 FORE 1 lions 
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ons, which, added to the twenty-three millions eight hun- 
tea thouſand and odd pounds, already incurred, would make 
the expence of the war, were it ended this day, near thirty- 
tree millions, f . 

due His Grace added, that every additional year it was con- 
ined, would at leaſt coſt nine additional millions; and after 
aſoning ſome time on the incapacity of the ſtate to bear the 
urthen, ſaid, he hoped, as the reſolutions of fact which he 
neznt to move would eſſentially ſerve the project of making 
ace, about to come under their Lordſhips confiderations, 
bey would open the eyes of the public, and convince the 
xople at large, of the neceſſity of putting an immediate end 
the war, that they would not be oppoſed, and meet the 
tte of the others, which he had moved on prior occaſions, 
Is Grace then meved, | 
«That it appears to this committee, that the expences of 
ke navy, army, and ordnance, as voted by Parliament, and 
kken on an average of years of profound peace, have not ex- 
keded the ſum of 3, 37 1,000/.” © - 


u he, for one, ſhould certainly give it his negative. He 
puld not at all agree to the do&rine, that reſolutions bein 
unded in fact, was any argument why they ſhould be 
reed to. There were many truths that might be eaſily aſ- 
tained to their Lordſhips, which it would be extremely 
| 25 to declare, or give a parliamentary ſanction to. 

e ſaid, if he had foreſeen the manner the committee was 
de employed, he ſhould have oppoſed it in the moſt direct 
unner. The noble Duke had alluded to meaſures propoſed: 
another Houſe ; and ſuppoſed, that the information brought 
th in the committee would furniſh miniſters with a reaſon 
apology for changing their plan. For his part, he was of 
nion, that propoſing to reſolve matters of fact, declarative 
four weakneſs, would operate in a manner directly the re- 
re, and render the plan of peace, which his Grace ſeemed 
defirous to accompliſh, much more hazardous and difficult. 
de noble Duke, though he had ſtated facts, had proved 
freby nothing conſequential ; the decreaſe of commerce, 
by captures, fall of ſtocks, increaſe of expence, and loſs 
lives, which the noble Duke had brought forward to ſur- 
large the picture of our national diſtreſs, were not unuſual 3 
ky were uniformly the concomitants of a ſtate of war. But 
ac had no other objection to the reſolutions but the uncer- 

= H h 2 tainty 


Earl of Suffolk ſaid, in his opinion it was highly inexpedient Earl of 
Wd exceedingly wrong, to admit the reſolution now urged, el. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


not have puzzled himſelf in ſearch of arguments which, atth 
beſt were but palliative. He might have ſpared. himſelf th 


PN millions of its treaſure; and now, after perſiſtingi 


would n the colonies mere ſlaves, were now p 
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tainty of the calculations, that would be ſufficient to deter. 
mine his vote on the preſent occaſion. It was impoſſible 30 
to determine, what the extra expences of the army, for ia 
year 1777, would amount to. The account of the nan 
debt of the ſame year was not yet before the Houſe, though 
the noble Earl near him [Lord Sandwich.]- computed it o 
memory to be one million three hundred thouſand pound 
and a fraction. The difficulty was ſtill greater in reſpect o 

extra ſervices of the preſent year, which could not by 
ſtin till the next year. So that if he had no other e 
n to oppoſe the reſolutions, their want of ccrtainty and ac 
curacy, as to the ſums ſpecified, fully juſtified him in his i 
tended motion, which was, that the Houſe be reſumed,” 
The Duke of Richmond replied, that the noble Earl nee 
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trouble to hunt for apologies for his preſent conduct, und 
the pretence, that aſſenting to the reſolutions: would be a put 
lic declaration of our national weakneſs; for the truth wa 
that our weakneſs was already known to every body but our 
elves,, and that long before the preſent committee was form 
ed: but if a doubt remained, the moving the reſolutions! 
the Houſe, where they, muſt ſtand recorded on our journal 
and from thence make their way to the public; as ſo man 
acknowledged facts by thoſe very perſons who put a negatit 
upon them at once, annihilated the pretence of concealin 
ether. our preſent dangerous and defenceleſs ſtate from ou 
dnemies, or the nation at large, It would be much mo 
conſonant, therefore, to the noble Earl's candour, and tha 
havgbtineſs. and explicit tone affected by miniſters, to de 
elgre, that the reaſon which induced them to put a negativ 


*w 


on the matters of fact alluded to was, becauſe thoſe facts co 
Moy the moſt full and unequivocal proofs of their miſcon 

vt and informed the nation, that its proſent rvinous r 
alarming fituation was brought upon it by a ſet of miniſte 
Who had wantonly plunged it into an unjuſt and unnatun 


war; who had ſpilt its beſt blood, and already waſted twel 


e weak and wicked meaſures for more than three yy 
after refuſing to ſo much as hear of any terms, but ſuch 


paring, te ſue fon peace, and make the moſt humiliating cot 
ceffions, He remarked, it was no great diſcovery the nov 
Earl had made, when be faid, a fate of war was attends 

125 „ wi 
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gith expence ; the aſſertion was granted before it was made; 
but when the objects of war were confidered, even with a fo- 
rign enemy, which implies a neceſſity, offenſive and defen- 
fre; and was compared with the preſent, which was wati- 
vnly made on our own ſubjects, he was aſtoniſhed How the 
zoble Lord could offer to amuſe their Lordſhips with a gene- 
al aſſertion, every way inapplicable to the occaſion and event. 
we went to war even to obtain a juft object, had we 6b- 
ined it > No! - We had ſpent every drop of blood, and 
very ſhilling, not barely to no purpoſs, but to the worſt 
gurpoſes! We had loſt, in the firſt inſtance, one third of the 
empire ; we had Joſt America. h | | 
"His Grace obſerved, that it behoved the country gentle- 
men to look to the melancholy ſituation they had brought 
themſelves into, by the implicit confidence they repoſed in 
ich miniſters, and that in purſuit of a mere trifle. In order 


ud now they had the comfort to reflect, that they had con- 
ined for a debt of thirty-three millions, which was ſaddling 
themſelves and their pofter Ity with a perpetual land-tax (fot 
bw the lands this burden muft be ultimately borne) of four 
billings'in the pound. 5 „ 
The noble Earl threatened a diſſolution of the enquiry, on 
count of the improper manner in which it was conducted. 
Why did not his Lordſhip, or ſome other of the King's ſer- 
ts, take a part in it? The committee was as open to them, 
w any other noble Lord, It was meant to be a general, 
dt a partial enquiry, The very title of it imported ſo 
ich, Did not an enquiry into the ſtate of the nation in- 
every one of their Lordſhips to contribute and take a 
ure in it? For his part, if the noble Earl wiſhed to dr 
he the committee, he had no perſonat reaſon, at leaſt, to 
for its continuance. He had gone through as many 
ads as came properly within his knowledge, habit of life, 
application. He hoped ſome other Lords would take u 
enquiry where he ended ; and that, particularly, thoſe 
pers on the table, relative to the navy, would be taken 
Ito confideration. As there was a bill, however, now be- 
re the other Houſe, containing a plan of conciliation with 
merica, which muſt of courſe come before their L6rdſhip 
the courſe of the enſuing week, he recommended to poft- 
de further proceedings in the committee till that bil Mould 
diſpoſed of. ee e, 
Ns 22s Earf 


v obtain a penny, they had riſqued a pound; both were loſt, 
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Coventry. 


Which was deemed defirable, When they were all wanting, 


The great load of debt, and the conſequent difficulty of pro 


numbers were on the decreaſe, which was one of the moſt 
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Earl of Coventry ſaid, the great charaQeriſtic marks of 
national proſperity were population, riches, reſpect with fo. 
reign powers, the dignity of the crown, and union among 
ourſelves. When any of theſe were confeſſedly wanting, it 
was a demonſtrative proof, that, let the cauſe originate where 
it might, the nation did not enjoy that ſtate of proſperity 


it was no longer a doubt, but, beſides radical cauſes, that 
the government of the country was placed in improper hands: 
particularly if the tranſition was ſudden, from a {tate of the 
greateſt and moſt juſtly envied proſperity, to the moſt humi- 
hating and degrading. If no probable cauſe of ſuch a ſudden 
tranſition. was apparent, then the evils, of whatever magni- 
tude or extent of effect, might be fairly laid at the door 0 
thoſe to whom the exerciſe of the executive powers of the 
Nate. were intruſted. | 
His Lordſhip: then proceeded to conſider the ftate of th 
nation under theſe ſeveral heads. 3 | 
In point of population, experience had proved beyond 
queſtion, that our numbers were viſibly on the decreaſe 


curing a comfortable livelihood, from the enhanced price 
of the neceſſaaies of life, had produced a ſpirit of emigra 
tion; he perteived the decreaſe of numbers in his own neighs 
bourhood : he did not think it fair co draw concluſions fron 
local effects, operating in this or that neighbourhood, 0 
diftri ; but, he ſaid, he was fully juſtified, by the tardy and 
unſucceſsful manner the recruiting ſervice had been carried 
on, to maintain his propoſition as a general one. [Recruit 
were not to be had on almoſt any terms. Miniſters ſaid, the 
war was a popular war; it might be ſo: if it was, it afford 
ed an additional proof of the truth of his aſſertion, that our 


certain indications of the decline of national proſperity, 
Riches was the next teſt of the true ſtate of any count 
He heard a great deal of the opulence of individuals. | 
was daily a witneſs of the increaſing luxury and diffipatiot 
of the times: but were thoſe marks of natural proſperity 
He believed not. If individuals were rich, was not the ſtat 
poor? Who could ſay where the property was, in which eit 
ry, man almoſt counted himſelf a partner? Was not a gra 
part of this property ideal? Could thoſe who were ſpendin 
their fortunes: in folly and debauchery, and either robbuny 
the public or beggaring their own families, be ſaid to . 
| rich! 
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rich 2 Certainly not: and he even had many doubts, as to 
nbvidual riches. He allowed, there was a great many per- 
Gans, perhaps more than at any other period, who carried on 
wſiderable mercantile and other trading buſineſs : but was 
i becauſe this or that man. could write his name on a flip of 
Taper for zool. that ſuch men were to be deemed rich ? By 
means. It ſhewed no more, than that our credit was im- 
hene; that our very inability to pay furniſhed us with the 
kran of appearing opulent : but when it was conſidered, that 
pore, han a hundred millions of the ſtanding property of the 
ation was ideal, and only due from ourſelves to ourſelves,” 
at paper in other tranſactions was the chief medium of trade 
nd commerce; we had every reaſon to believe, that not on- 
the ſtate was poor, but that even individuals were far from 
ring opulent; and if we ſhould continue to po on as we had 
tie laſt ten years; and, in conſequence of ſuch a career, 
ſe ſhould be drove to rely ſolely on our real reſources, in- 
kad of paper, he feared, fo far from being an opulent, we 
bould find ourſelves a moſt indigent and diRrreſſed nation. 
"As to the dignity, of the crown, and the perſonal eaſe of 
V Soyercign, _ had every reaſon to believe this-would 'be- 
nd wanting, There was towards the cloſe of the laſt ſeſ- 


Karrears of the civil liſt, and a much more conſiderable aug- 
tation made to his Majeſty's income. He believed, that 


ons ou St. James's, and anſwered other purpoſes; bũt 


- hkl, and nobleſt purpoſes, was W others of a 5 
Ford 1 and py he A 14 2 ' 


Mme T 


ip 
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1750 to WA 5 aq | (Cu una AR were our ab 
: mh . zu, in The reſpects, our natural allies, had not only 
"ol ſed us 115 aid, ht had 2 from the commence- 


'ored 
noi 
bby if 
to be 
rich 1 


mn a very conſiderable ſum of money granted to diſcharge 


ie money granted by Parliament, ſervedsto relieve ſome 


pier th 0 Ne a of Parliament neither appeared nor 
Felt; and thus the money intended for the faireſt, moſt 
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Ear! of 


that contemptible country in the eyes ef other courts whic 
bad been deferibed. What the noble Earl had afferted relati Ne 


morial, Rating any ſuch fact, the greatcR reipe& and atte 


means boſtitely given, or placed an unhandſome fog 
ing; very eren. : affine 
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paſſage to the foreign troops taken into our which 
the ae, favourite meaſures of our — þ 220 hat 
circumſtance could be ſuppoſed to operate; were defeat 
France, our natural rival and enemy, had carried on'zt 
with our colonies, and had fupplie them with all kinds of 
oy ſtores; by which particular affiftance, more ti 

other circumſtance atever; our colonies had be 
. to reſiſt the moſt vigorous exertions of the who 
force of this country. If reſpett with foreign powers was a 
evidence of national 3 ſurely national proſperi 
was never at a lower 
On the laſt point, that of union at home, he ſaid he be 
lieved, fince the firſt eſtabliſhment of government in dig: 
country, it never was more diſunited. The other cau 
operating ſo ftrongly, he faid it was impoffible it could l 
otherwiſe ; and now he was free to declare, he ſaw no mean 
of faving us from certain deftruQtion, but taking the advic 
pies Ry by Manly in the play of the Provoked Huſband, t 
friend Sir — Wronghead, In the midſt of th 
knight's diſtreſs, he applies for advice to Manly, who te 
him,” Sir Francis, the road which brought you here wiſ 
lead you back to the place from which you ſet out.” No 
ſays his Lordfhip, I cannot help thinking that the wiſeſt v: 
fox us to recover from the diſtreſs brought on this coun 
by the fatal effects of the American war, is to tread ha 
by ſtep everyone motion we have made reſpecting it, 
Faul of 5 Suffolk replied, that Great Britain was by no meat 


l 


to the Dutch, was altogether ill-founded. No perks | 


earth could have ated a more friendly part than the Stur 


of Holland had taken, refpeQing Great Britain, from t 
commencement of her quarrel with America. It was vet 
tene, that intereſted indeviduate” had attempted m_ thi 
onee to trade with the rebel ſubjefts of this country, but 

ſeon-as the Brittſh miniſter at 25 Hague had preſented a m rar 
tion had been immediately paid to it. The noble Earl * 
cqually miſtaken, reſpecting the German princeꝰs refuſing 
ſuffer our German 2 to paſs through his territorie 
The fact was, that a denial 7 given, but it was by! 


d from thoſe ſtated Wi otal 


* W ere oo 
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de noble Earl, and ſuch reaſons as Great Britain readily ad- 
hirted the propriety and foree of. 

The queſtion put, that the chairman do leave the chair, 
Cafents 66, non-contents 28. 

£7 ſoon as the Houſe was reſumed, the Duke of Rich- Duke of 
moved {ſeveral reſolutions, founded on the ſeveral Richmond. 
«nga; in the courſe of his ſpeech, which were feye- 
>gatived by the previous queſtion, | 


4 
Th V flowing is an axact E of the RES OL UTION y. 
O. 1. 
That it appe 


ears to this Houſe, that the expences of the 
wavy, army and ordnance, as voted by Parliament, and 
ou on an average of years of profound peace, has not ex- 
zeded { 3,37 1 * per annum, under the ee. heads: 
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Navy. 
6,000 ſeamen, at g2/, per ann. per man 832,000 
ninary of the navy, upon an average, from 8 
1704, to 1772, incluſive = - 410,000 
Ship-building , taken upon an average, 6 
| 1766, to 2770, incluſive _ — 284,000 
innual increaſe of navy debt on 16,008 ſeamen, WE 
nden on an average of 0x; b., % 8, 9 le 
Total of navy expence 1, 637, oo0 
ARMY. 4 
Guards, 3 plantations, *r. about 1, 000, ooo 
Lhelſea and half pay, &c. — 230,000 
t, widows, &c. ., - - I 5,000 
Extraordinaries of the army, on an average, | 
* 1768 WR. << _ 269,000 


Total of army expence 1, 514, 00 


— 


nnen 


— . - 170,000 
| inary - . 2 | $0,000 
Total of ordnance expence & 220,000 

Army ' = — _ 1,514,000 

"Navy = += 1,637,000 


otal of eſtabliſhment for navy,-army, and ord- - - 
nance, on an average of years profound peace 3, 371,0 _ 
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| No. II. 
That it appears to this Houſe, that the expences of the 
navy, army, and ordnance, for the year 1775, = exceeded 
n 


the peace eſtabliſnment in a ſum not leſs tha r,783,225 
under the following heads : 


Navy. | 
Seamen, 18,000, at y_ Per amt. per man 930,0) 
Ordinary 1 44h 
Ship-Building, and Greenwich boſpital | 03, 3 
Increaſe of navy debt - _ big 2,470 


Total of navy expence 125 1 
LEE ARMY, 
Guards and garriſons - 627,68 
Forces in the plantations 386,18 
Difference of pay at Minorca and Gibralter 

Generals and ftaff, - Y 85 | 
Chelſea hoſpital . : - =— - 122,22 on. 
Half- pa y TT - K 105, 32 if 
Reduced borſe-guards | - - - 
Widows - b bel 
+ = of 4,383 Wan RE" forces 67,5008 
crence of Britiſh and Iriſh pay for dragoons (ff 
Hanoverians voted 1776, for ſervice of 1775 end 
Extraordinaries voted 1776, incurred 1775 845, U ier 
2 
Total of army expence 2,200, inc 
wy 1 
ORDNANACE, io 

„ - - 228, og 


5 voted 1776, 1 ne 


0 


Total of ordnance &xpence 451,23 
Army + 1 200,45 ö 
Navy -: 2,496,53 12 


Total navy, army, and ordnance expences 5,154, 
Dedut the peace eſtabliſhment = 4,371.00 


The exceſs of expence in the year 177 5, over 
and above 25 ordinary Neues eſtabliſhment, 
was * | ph 13,783, 29 


Ne 
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No. III. 
That it appears to this Houſe, that the expences of the 
ury, army, and ordnance for the year 1776, exceeded 
he peace eſtabliſhment, in a ſum not leſs than 6, 133, 582“. 
der the following heads: 


* NAvx. 

0 un n, 21,000, at 521. per ann. per man 1,456,000 
[Ordinary - - - 426,904 
Wip-building - - - 339,151 
aamich hoſpital - 8 5,000 
3 Wecreaſe of navy debt 5 1,926, 159 
90 Total of navy expence 4, 153,214 
80 ARMY, 85 

74 A | | 

74 urds and garriſons 9 659, 200 
21Worces in the plantations - - 723,132 


ference of Britiſh and Iriſh pay - — 42,530 


„enerals and ſtaff - — 11, 505 
oelſea hoſpital — — - 107,512 
50 ef a - 1 „ 
53 reef horſe-guards . MY > 
70 enſions to widows 15 wo 53 608 
10WMiementation of land forces * 8 89, 063 
- N 0 by as _ = 15,072 
Fino — — — — 80,984 
Atto — « 7 75938 
nn” - - - 137,448 
2 Wloblanders, 2 batt. - - 47,400 
1 Wanoverians, 1776 . * 46,838 
ans - - . . 381,887 
ec artillery | * 8 13,973 
5 o levy money * 4 * 4,244 
bY) nau regiment — - ® 19,006 
mM illery of ditto — 2 5 3,383 
80 mnfwickers - ti 8 121,475 
eg. of Waldeck 2 > 16,483 
nraordinaries incurred 1776 and voted 1777 1, 200, 60 


© Total of army expeyce 3,829,098 
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| ORDNANCE, 

* 5 — 22400 
Ii e — — — 27270 k 

Total of ordnance expence 5 522,360 

Vote of credit - - „ 1, 000,00 
Navy 78, N. 

Army 3,820,000 

Ordnance 52²r; z00 

Total navy, army, and ordnance expence 9, 504, 58 

Deduct the peace eſtabliſhment - 2 371,00 000 


The exceſs of expence in 1776, over Th above. | 
the ordinar y Peace eſtabliſhment, was 85 133 582 


8 
No. IV. 8 
That it appears to this Houſe, that the expences of . 
061 army, and ordnance, for the year 1777, will ex ü 
the peace eſtabliſhment in a ſum not leſs than 6,977,984! . 
under the following heads: 1 
Navy. | | 
Seamen 45,000 at 521. per ann. per man 2, 340,000 
Ordinary and Greenwich 23 ra — — 40, 0 
Ship- building - — — 40 55500 


Total of navy expence (excluſive of navy debt) 3,211,904 


4 5 ARMY. © 

rds and TTHONS 5 — 648, 00 1 

Generals 5% of ſtaff * 2 — - 1,087 
3 in the plantation : - 949, 00 

Difference in Britiſh and Iriſh pay bs 4, | 
Foreign troops - * 571, % 
Artillery to ditto _ | — * "TN vun 
Half-pay - - — 7” oY 

_ Chelſea £ „ - 105, 
Widows 5 855 in 

Additional foreign trdope 5 — 96, 
Old German claims - - . 41,007 
Total of army expence (excluſive of extraordi- Teta 

—_— = -  2,597,00 


ORDNANCE 
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8 

| ORDNANCE, | 
4 Ordinary pe — — 320, 1 11 
2 Extraordinary Gs 4 300,483 
500 8 i 5 Total of ord nance = 620, 594 
1 Part of vote of credit 4 5 703,300 
of Navy expence 3,211, 305 
by Army 2,597,025 
4 Ordnance 6 20,594 
77222, 224 


The increaſe of the navy debt, and the extraor- 
dinaries of the army for this year, not being 
asyet laid before Parliament, are not included 
in the above acceunt. In the year 1776, 
when there were 17,000 ſeamen, and ſeveral 
. thouſand land forces leſs than in 1777, theſe 
two articles amounted to 3, 126, 7611. If in 
the preſent year they ſhould not exceed that PE 
ſum 8 — - - +, 4a 
be total expence for navy, army, and ord- 
dance, will be | | 


. + 10,348,085 
Dedudt peace eſtabliſhment 3,3) 1,808 


Exces of expence in the year 1777, over and 3 
above the ordinary peace eſtabliſihment 6,977,985 


La. M46 


. No. V. ; | 

That it appears to this Houſe, that the expences of the 
08"), army, and ordnance, for the year 1778, will exceed 
be peace eſtabliſhment, in a ſum not leſs than 4,860, 2681. 
cluftve of navy debt, and extraordinaries of army and 
dnance, and including thoſe articles, in a ſum not leſs 
ban nine millions | | | 
| Navy. 
0,000 ſeamen, at 521. per ann. per man 3,120,000 
vidinary of the navy and Greenwich hoſpital 397,200 
Mp building — - rs 488,695 


wo 


ful nayy expence, (excluſive of navy debt) | 4,005,895 
ARMY. 
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ARMY. | 
Guards and garriſons | = - 634,249 
Forces in the * - — 960.843 
Half-pay --- 5 , * $0,939 
Reduced horſe-guards - - - 118: 
Chelſea Hoſpital - - - 105,438! 
Widows - os * .. 22" 
Generals and aff "= 11,479 
Difference of Britiſh and Iriſh pay 52,923 
Foreign troops - - 652,82 
Artillery to foreign troops 8 - - 27, 3708! 
Augmentation of 15,016 Britiſh forces 286,62: 1 
Ditto of 1,032 Britiſh land forces at Gibraltar 18,39 
- I 
Total army expence, (excluſive of extraordi- x 
naries) - - — 2,842, 551 
ORDNANCE {&F&— ——— 
Ordinary - - - 382, 816 
Vote of credit Sn - — 1,c00,000 
- Navy expence 4, 05, 9 
Army 2,842, 5 Ft 
Ordnance 382,8 
Total expence for navy, army and ordnance 8,231, 200 
From whence e the uſual peace eſta- A 
bliſhment - 337 1 000 
The exceſs already voted "Fa 1778 is 4, 800, 0 N 


In the above account is not included the navy 
debt, nor the extraordinaries of the army and 
ordnance; thoſe three articles, in 1776, when 
there were 32,000 ſeamen, and upwards of 
16, 00 land forces leſs than in the preſent | ut! 

year, amounted to 3, 339, 307. And as theſe 
expences generally increaſe in ſome degree of 
roportion with the number of men employed 


it is probable they will, for the preſent year, Ao 
amount to a ſum not leſs than — 4,200, 0% Hi 
Dire | do 

Which will make the _ by the. yu_ 1778, e d; 
amount to 9,960 ac 

: | —_ Th 


No. VI. 
That it appears to this Houſe, from the experience 


Sg times, that whenever peace ſhall be reſtored, great © 


Penc 
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aces muſt neceſſarily be ſtill incurred. That the charge 
{paying the troops till they can be brought home, and 
fore they can be diſbanded, and particularly the fo- 
gn troops, for ſome of which this nation is to pa 

en for twelve months after they are returned into their 
m country; the expence of re-conveying our army, 
llery and ſtores, acroſs the Atlantic, and ſending the 
irejgners to Germany, and the arrears and demands of 
nous ſorts, will create an exoeſs of expence in the years 
mediately following a peace, little ſhort of what it will 
ein the laſt year of the war. From whence it appears, 
at if peace was this day. reſtored, the coſt of the preſent 
would be as follows: | 
ceſs in the year 1775 - ON 1,784,220 


55 1776 2 — 6,133,582 
6 1777, probably upwards of . 6,977,985 
16 1778, probably upwards of 9, O00, 00 
00 | 2 3,894,792 
e if peace is not concluded till the end of this 
ö fear, 1778, probably the further ſome of 9,000,000 
l | 

332, 894,792 


Adjourned to the 2 3d. 
February 23. 
No debate, Adjourned to the 25th. 
February 25. SE — 
The Duke of Bolton moved, That an humble addreſs Duke of 
preſented to his Majeſty, moſt humbly to beſeech his Ma- Belton. 
ly, that he will be graciouſly pleaſed to give directions, 
at there be laid before this Houſe, copies of the laſt re- 
uns of the ſtate and condition of his Majeſty's ſhips and 
els of war, now in America, and under the command 
Lord Howe. | 
Agreed to, , | | „ 
0% His Grace next moved, That the ſurveyor of the na. 
bs attend this Houſe on Monday next (March 2, being 
& day to which the committee on the ſtate of the nation 
6 adjourned.) - 
The Earl of Sandwich ſaid, that the enquiry into the ſtate Farl of 
the nation, had already been puſhed further than was Sendwich. 
rranted either by prudence or policy; that with regard to 
Late of the navy, for his own part, he cared not how 
8 cloſely 
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Duke of 
Belton. 


Lord Clan- 
cellar. 


' Duke of 


Richmend. ner to reply to the ſtrange objection which he had julk he 
3 | | m 
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eloſely the ſubject was inveſtigated ; but viewing the mat 
ter as a ſtateſman, he could not withold his objections again 
the preſent motion. It was not poffible for it to anſwer ar 
2 purpoſe, and if carried, might do the ſtate much m 

ief. | 

Duke of Bolton replied, that from what the firſt Lord 
the Admiralty had ſo often ſaid reſpecting the flouriſhi 
fate of the navy, he little expected to ſee him riſe and in 
that enquiry which tended to prove what the Li” 
declared he withed all the world knew. All hc aimed at vii" 
to obtain authentic information, and at this critical peri 
to convince the nation of the real ſtate of the navy. Th 
no perſon was ſurely ſo proper to throw light upon the {ul 
ject as the ſurveyor of the navy; the propriety or impr 
priety of the queſtions might be determined at the time 
putting them. He meant not to enquire into the ſtate 

the ordinary, or to preſs, upon any tender ground, 
merely intended to interrogate as to the condition of t 
ſhips in commiflion, which he conceived to be a fair obj 
of enquiry, and he could not but hope that their Lordſſi 
would concur with him in opinion, and ſupport his motic 
The Lord Chancellor left the woolfack, and faid, that 
examine the ſurveyor of the navy, who, of courſe, 
in every fecret reſpecting the ſtate of the ſhips in a 
ſervice, or preparing for ſervice, was, in his opini 
highly impolitic. The firft Lord of the Admiralty | 
repeatedly declared the navy to be in a flouriſhing « 
dition, and he did not doubt but it was ſo. To what f. 
then examine an officer at the bar, whoſe examination, m 
probably, would tend to divulge matters which ought to 
kept ſecret * Two hundred queſtions or more might be 
to him, for nobody could foretell either their number 
their nature. It was no juſtification therefore of the p 
fent motion, for the noble. Duke fingly to declare, that 
would not preſs upon tender ground, much leſs was it a jul. ., 
fication of it for his Grace to remind their Lordſhips Wy. 
it was in their power to prevent any improper queſtions val... 
put; ſuch apreventionor refuſal would have a worſe effect uh, m 
a compliance with every queftion that could be propos 2 
for men without doors would naturally imagine, that ray 
anſwer muft neceſſarily have been more alarming than piece; 
fibly it would have turned out.  Micula; 
The Duke of Richmond faid, he hardly knew in what ll; 


3 
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nade to the noble Duke's motion; the Lords in office were 
ktermined to preclude, Parliament from reaping any bene- 
from the enquiry. There had not been Ende propo- 
ion made by the Lords who ſat near him, tending to ob- 
in information as to the real ſtite of the nation, which had 
ot been objected to, and denied ſince the enquiry was be- 
n. To what end then purſue the enquiry ? Let their 
Lordſhips recollect, that it was not now the moment to de- 
ate or refuſe what was urged by the noble Duke in his mo- 
on. The Houſe had reſolved to enquiry into the tate and 
mdition of the navy previous 'tohe recefs. Before that 
lution was come into, was the hour to object, and not 
e preſent. Parliament had refolved to enquire, Parliament 
oy wiſhed. to enquire, and the Lords in office were endea- 
ouring to prevent them from ſo doing. The noble Duke 
nored for the ſurveyor of the navy to attend at the bar, and 
he learned Lord who had left the woolſack objected! Why? 
ſecauſe the ſurveyor of the navy knew every thing relative to 


ſit perſon to be examined. With regard to what had fallen 
om the firſt Lord of the Admiralty, how was his declaration 
fthat day to be reconciled with his language on the firſt day 
f the ſeffion, when, in reply to the ſpeech of a noble Earl, 
ut then preſent, [Earl of Chatham] he had ſaid the navy 
w in ſo flouriſhing a condition, that he cared not who 
new it '; that he ' wiſhed foreign powers were acquainted 
ich jt, as he was ſure it would effectually tend to preferve 
s from any probability of a war; that he cared not how 


she could: now that the day of enquiry. was approaching, 
hat the means for effectually coming at a true knowledge bf 
be condition of the navy were actually entered upon, the 
oble Lord ſaid, as 4 ſtateſman, he wiſhed the Houle to pro- 
ed no further. Was this confiftent ? He ſaw now, howe- 
er, that adminiftration-uniformly perſiſted in attempting to 
keayeithe public. 15 'B 


paper which were not fit: fon ſer ite. That ãt was politic 
Mays to put the beſt face upon the ſtate of 3 
never had been deemed wiſe to pry too minutely into par- 
culars, whieh if generally known, could do no good, but 
aht -be.the-cauſe of injury to the nation; he repeated that 
Vol. I (5... K the 


be real ſtate and condition of the navy! The very reaſon, in 
is opinion, hy the ſurveyor, of all other men, was the moſt. 


on the enquiry was begun, and that he would afhft as far 
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Earl of Sandwich! ſaid, that the noble Duke who made Farl of 
de motion, knew that in every country there were ſhips Sandwich. 
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the navy was in a moſt flouriſhing condition, and adviſed i 
noble Duke to withdraw his motion, 
| Duke of The Duke of Bolton faid, that he was far from wiſhingt 
| Bolen. expoſe the weakneſs of the navy, and that from what th 
| | firſt Lord of the Admiralty had ſo often ſaid about its fin 
| condition, he could not but be greatly ſurpriſed at his pre 
| ſent language. His Grace declared our ſhips were the he 
| bull-dogs we could turn out againſt foreign powers, and tl; 
| he was in hopes to have found the noble Earls declaratio 
reſpecting the navy true, and not to have been forced iii 
believe, that they, as well as his motions relative to H. 
quantity of timber in our yards, &c. were mere parade, 2 
words of high ſound but little import. | 
La. Dudly. Lord Dudley ſaid, it was a cuſtom in all countries to ker 
the ſtate of the navy as ſecret as poſſible. 
Duke of Duke of Richmond ſaid, it was evident the firſt Lord 
Richmord the Admiralty was running away from an enquiry, which! 
had pretended to be eager to begin: that the whole buſineſ 
" as moſt of the Lords in office treated it, rendered the e 
quiry a mere joke, or ſomething worſe, a deception of d 
nation! | 
Farl Gower. Earl Gower ſaid, that he had no doubt but every one 
their Lordſhips lamented that ſome of the papers then upd 
the table had been aſked for. That the account of the 
tion of the cruizers, was exceedingly improper, The p 
ſent motion was equally ſo. Cui bono at this time, when 
were probably on the eve of a war with France, to exp 
| the weak parts of the navy, and teach foreign powers hd 
| — beſt attack us ? 
| Earl of ri of Effingham produced two extracts; one from 
Efingham. journals of the Lords, and the other from the Common 
ſhewing that in 1707, on a ſimilar enquiry, the quantity: 
value of the naval ſtores then in the yards, were given in 
each Houſe, and other matters, to the full as delicate as 
object of the preſent motion, were fully entered upon. | 
. wiſhed the noble Earl who ſaid we were on the eve of 
war with France, would have ſpoken more fully to ſo il 
F portant a point; in order that the Houſe might judge 
the propriety of immediately adviſing his Majeſty to 
out the militia, and of taking other meaſures to put 
kingdom into a better ſtate of defence. | 
Earl Ger. Earl Gower to explain, ſaid, that he had only in the cou 
of his ſpeech mentioned a war with France as a prov 
event; that as affairs ſtood at preſent, and 1 
5 1 — ſitua 


. 1778. —E ATE 251 
nation of this country with America, it was not at all un- 

kely, and therefore it was natural for him to have his ap- 
rehenfions of its taking place ſoon, Before he ſat down, 

efaid, he muſt declare, that he knew nothing of a treaty 

ning been ſigned between the court of France and Ame- 

, as had been reported, and he would venture to ſay, the 

| of the King's miniſters were equally unappriſed of any 

i arcymſtance,/ ; 

Earl of Radnor declared, if the motion were rejected for Earl of 
ke reaſons which had been affigned, their Lordſhips would Xdnor- 

rat the preſent firſt Lord of the Admiralty with more re- 

et than their anceſtors had treated the huſband of the 

een of England on a former occaſion, 

Duke of Bolton ridiculed the idea of the account of the Duke of 
mers in November laſt, doing any diſſeryice at this time, Bon. 
The queſtion was called for and put: | 


h [ 
* Contents - II 
| Non Contents — 23 
February 26. 
Private buſineſs. Adjourned to March 2. 
March 2, 


Previous to the order of the day, „ 

The Earl of Abingdon ſaid, Having, before the laſt receſs Earl of 
Parliament, made a motion to your Lordſhips concern- Abingdon. 
g the American priſoners in this country, it was agreed to, 
nd ordered accordingly by your Lordſhips ; but, my Lords, 

Im the papers that have been laid upon your Lordſhips' ta- 

le, I find that neither the orders of this Houſe, nor my mo- 

on, have been complied with, : = 
It is true, my Lords, the papers contain the fulleſt and 


* r cleareſt proofs (as I will ſhew your Lordſhips upon a fu- 
u day) of the miſery and diſtreſs of ſome of thoſe unfor- 


mate people; and ſo, of courſe, my Lords, proves the pro- 
ety of my motion, in order to their relief; but this was 
it the all I had in view. | 

To relief I meant to add cenſure, if not puniſhment, to 
ole who, through theſe unhappy victims to tyranny, had 
X my _ conſtitution of this country, and broken the laws 

the land. a 5 

: My motion was, to have all the orders and inſtructions, 
out had been given to the ſeveral gaolers, or keepers of other 


ba mſes of confinement, from time to time, ſince the com- 
g W-ncement of hoſtilities, and the bringing of American 
tat 0n2rs into this country, down to the firſt of December, 


k 2 reſpecting 
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bdut from the paſſing of the act for. fuſpending the bak, 


letters, and reports concerning the priſoners in Mill a 
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reſpetting the cuſtody and treatment of the ſaid priſoner, 
laid before this Houſe. T 

This, my Lords, was my motion. It was a general mo 
tion. Th object was information, and its exprefled intentiq 
to have all, and not ſome only of the orders that had het 
e reſpecting the American priſoners, laid before thi 


- 


uſe ; but, my Lords, inſtead of this, what has been done 
he papers on your Lordſhipsꝰ table are made to commen 


corpus; they are dated in May 1777, and are, brough 
down. to the November following, a ſpace of no more th: 
between fix and ſeven months; they contain extracts 


Forton priſons only; as if, my Lords, American priſone 
had been confined in no other priſons but theſe ; as if nor 
ders had been given concerning American pritoners befo 
May 1777; and as if no priſoners had been brought in 
this country before the paſſing of that horrid and unconfi 
tutional act. 9 | 

This, my Lords, being the caſe, and becauſe it is 
ſuch deceptions that Parliament is made accountable for tho 
national misfortunzs, which ought to fall on the hea 
miniſters, I muſt again beg leave to trouble your Lordſhy 
upon this ſubje&t, and to call for your very ſerious ater 
tion to a fact or two of the moſt important nature. 

My Lords, to the gen:cial. information which I wiſhed! 
receive concerning the American priſoners, there were tw 
caſes that came more particulariy under my eye. The f 
caſe, my Lords, was that of Colonel Ethan Allen, and tho 


From Ireland the priſoners were remanded to America, 
mere, to this very hour, it is ſaid, they remain in captivity. 
My Lords, to conſider this conduct on the ground of hu- 
unity only, it is of a horrid complexion; and the only ex- 
el can think of for it is, that it is not the effect of En- 
lin councils ; for, my Lords, Engliſhmen have not been 
ied to do this; but, nry Lords, when 1 conſider this con- 
ct as a direct breach of your laws and conſtitution, what 
uncils are they that have dared to give cauſe to it 
My Lords, the expreſs words of Magna Charta are no 
eeman ſhall be taken, or impriſoned, or diſſeiſed, or out- 
wed, or baniſhed, or any ways deſtroyed ; nor will we 
ak upon him, or commit him to priſon, unleſs by legal 
wement of his peers, or by the law of the land.“ And 
et, my Lords, all this has been done to theſe men, in the 
uy face of Magna Charta, and in open defiance of your 
ms, My Lords, theſe men were freemen, they were the 
bjects of the crown of England; for, my Lords, the de- 
aration of independency in America did not take place till 
irteen months after this act of miniſterial outrage and 
kpotiſm, My Lords, if this be overlooked, God be thank- 
d, that America is ſevered from a people ſo dead to the 
reſervation of their own liberties. | 5 
My Lords, the other caſe I alluded to, although it is ve- 
nearly allied to the one I have juſt ſtated, does not, I maſt 
rofeſs to your Lordſhips, meet with my belief, Daring 
id arbitrary as miniſters have been, they have not yet 
ntured to go, I muſt ſuppoſe, quite ſo far as this aceuſa- 
Jon reaches; but as it is neceſſary, if the fact be true, that 
e know it, ſo it is as eſſential, it be falſe, that it be con- 
ndifted 5 and contradicted too, my Lords, in the moſt au- 
%%% AA 0 dy + as | 
My Lords, the caſe is this: Dr. Franklin, and Mr. Silas 
an, deputies from Congreſs to the court of Paris, have 
a letter to the Engliſh embaſlador at that court, charged 
e miniſters of this country with having baniſhed (unheard, 
tried, unconvicted, without ſentence of law) American 
nloners. to the Eaſt Indies, and the yet more unhoſpitable 
ores of Africa, My Lords, I have ſaid that I do not 
lere this fact; but yet, my Lords, it is a fac that I 
uſt call upon miniſters to diſavow. My Lords, I have 
ly to ſubmit to your Lordſhips the following motion: 
That in purſuance of the addreſs to his Majeſty, and the 
Ker obtained thereupon, in conſequence of a former mo- 
Cs WW 8 tioR 
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tion for this purpoſe, the warrants of commitment and di- 
charge, to and from Pendennis caſtle, of Colonel Ethan Al. 
len, and other American priſoners, with all other orders ai * 
inſtructions given for their cuſtody and treatment, from thei 

arrival in England to their being remanded te America, be 
laid before this Houſe, x Fo 

Seel. Earl of Suꝶtolł ſaid, Allen had been moſt mercifully treu. WM 

7 aa, for probably if he had been dealt with as he deſerved, H. 
would have ſaffered as a'rebel, This affair about Allen, he 
obſerved, had been mentioned upon a former occaſion in that 
Houſe in debate. He at that time ftated his reaſons, which 
appeared very ſatisfactory to the Houſe. [ See vol. V. p. 183. 

Allen was ſent out of this kingdom without being brought te 
trial, left the American rebels, who had made in Canada ſe 
veral priſoners in the preceding November at St. John's 
ſnould retaliate. He ſaid, if it was the judgment of tht 
Houſe, that the order moved by the noble Earl before th; 
receſs, ſhould be ſo underſtood, as to comprehend perſons im 
priſoned before the ſuſpending act took place, he had no ob 
jection, for his part, to comply. And as the preſent motio 
was but a repetition of the former, he recommended to th 

. 1 Earl to withdraw = WE 

_ rd Abingdon made a ſhort reply, and conſented to wit 

Abingdon ꝗraw his 8 | Py | 

The order of the day, to conſider of the ſtate of the natio 

As ſoon as the committee was formed, the Duke of Bolts 
roſe. He acknowledged his own inſufficiency to take a pa 
in an enquiry which had been hitherto conducted with 
much ability by the noble Duke near him, [Duke of Rich 
mond] and after paſſing ſeveral compliments on the candougy, 
and ability of his Grace, who, he faid, had conducted hint Ti 
ſelf ſo much to the ſatisfaction of their Lordſhips, through 

out the whole of this buſineſs, obſerved, that the moſt a 

duous parts of it had been already finiſhed, which was on 

motive with him to undertake, with more confidence, th th 
part of it which was to furniſh the particular enquiry of th 
day. Nay, indeed, a very ſma!l portion of profeſſional knon 
ledge, would give him little more to do than juſt report 
their Lordſhips, in one uniform point of view, the inform! 

tion on the table, and barely to ſelect and arrange, under . b 

few heads, the moſt material parts of it. His Grace tie) 

proceeded to recapitulate the ſeveral leading heads which h. 

come out in proof during the previous part of the enquir 
as properly introductive of what he was about to _—_ ; 


Duke of 
35 olt c. 
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ar Lordſhips? conſideration, They all equally related to the 
fate of the nation, he ſaid, and as ſuch, muſt be taken toge- 
ther and connected. Thoſe, he obſerved, related to the ſtate 
of our military defence; of our commerce; of our loſs in 
nen and money; of our ability to purſue the war; and of 
qur real ſituation reſpecting foreign powers, particularly our 
aural enemies, the ſeveral branches of the houſe of Bour- 
hon, He obſerved, that our whole miliatry defence, inſtead 
of 17,000 amounted to little more than 19,000 effec- 
tive men; that the actual force in Ireland, which ſhould be 
12,000 in times of profound tranquility, now at the eve of 
n approaching war was ſhort of that number in an equal 
proportion ; that we had ſuffered by captures nearly 3,000,000 
f property ; had already loſt 20, oo men by the land war 
lone, and expended 23,000,000 of money; that, in conſe- 
uence of thoſe captures, our African trade was entirely ruin- 
xd, becauſe the tract from Africa to the Weſt-India iſlands, 
tie mart for the produce of the former, had been intirely 
eglected. On the windward ſide of Barbadoes, from ever 

part of Africa within the line, all veſſels muſt paſs that illand. 
Ul its vicinities, and the tract alluded to, had been left with- 
ut a ſingle ſhip to protect that in valuable branch of our com- 
nerce, the conſequence of which was, that thoſe ſeas ſwarm- 
| with American privateers. Our own coaſts were no leſs 
Inamefully neglected; and what was ſtill, if poffible, infi- 
utely more miſchievous, a great part of the ſtores, provi- 
bons, powder, ball, ordnance, &c. ſent from hence, was not 
ly loſt for want of convoys or defence, but they fell into 
we hands of the Americans, which, above any other circum- 
lance, conduced moſtly to all our ſubſequent diſaſters, as 
ic colonies were thereby enabled to procure what it was not 
offible to obtain in ſufficient quantities, in any other raan- 
er, Theſe, he ſaid, were facts either that came out in 
roof in that part of the enquiry which the noble Duke near 


themſelves, Before he proceeded any further, he begged 
ve to obviate the one only plauſible objection made to ſuch 
n enquiry, that it would go to the expoſure of our national 
ſakneſs, and thereby tend to invite an attack from our ene- 
mes. After having in a manner recapitulated all the lead - 
g facts, which had hitherto come out in proof, in the courſe 
the enquiry, he ſaid, he thought it his duty, before he 
oceeded farther, as well in order to juſtify what had been 
lady done in the committee, as to ſupport. on the cleareſt 

ground 


im had already undertaken, or were confeſſedly notorious 
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ground of ſound policy, ſanctioned by parliamentary prece 
dent, to obviate the only ſemblance of an objection, whit 
had been made to the committee, and the objects it meant iu 
obtain, namely, that reſolving matters of fact, would got 
the expoſure of our national weakneſs, of betraying it to 
foreign enemies and rivals. This, he ſaid, was fallacio 
and ridiculous, If foreign powers wanted information, the 
might, for a trifling ſum of money, obtain much more in 
portant intelligence, than all the information contained! 
the papers on the table; it was no more, therefore, than 
mere evaſion, not to ſhield the nation from danger, but mi 
niſters from blame, which he ſhould prove, from document 
not to be doubted, from their Lordſhips' journals; and thi" 
not on the eve of an expected war, but in the very height 
one of the greateſt this _— ever waged ; and accomp; 
nied too, with circumſtances of a very critical and dangero 

nature, both foreign and domeſtic. His Grace then movet 
that a reſolution reported from a committee, and entered 
the journals of the year 1707, and of the year 1741, mig 
be read; by which it appeared, that ſimilar committces h 
been formed; that they had come to ſeveral important ref 
' Jutions, tending, in the language of the noble Lords in o 
fice, to expoſe our national weakneſs, and to diſcloſe ſecre 
of a-nature not ſo much as thought of in the preſent enqui 
The ſtate and condition of the ſeveral ſhips, the number 
guns and men, their ftations, &c. The journals being: 
cordingly read, in confirmation of what he ſaid, his Gn 


ed. e * 
He then ſtated his intended reſolutions, which he claf 5 
under three heads; the ſtate of our fleet ſerving in Amer t 
under Lord Howe, the ſtate of the line of battle ſhips for 


home defence, and that of our frigates for home ſervice. wh 

On the firſt head he oblerved, that our fleet, by the retuſ 2 
on che table, ſerving under Lord Howe, confaſted of 83 fh 7 
and veſſels of force, of all ſizes, including ſhips of the l : 


and frigates; that their complements, if full, would be 22,0 = 
and © Kon; but out of that number 4300. were loſt Wi 
death, captivity, or fickneſs ; that ny the (om. Fe 
muſt he badly manned and foul, being now nearly two jej 

out of dock, which, if it ſhould become necetlary to coy. 
tinue chem longer in actual ſervice, the Ueticiency in 
muſt be anade up from hence, and the ſhips replaced | 
others, clean and-better equipped. He could not help 9 y 
tioning a very -alarming-cixcumftance,. which was, tha 


1 1178. 1 

e deficiency, of the number of ſeamen ſhipped, nearly one 
If was o&cafioned by Yeſertions'! 1097 555 V51 - MIRGC ING 
His Grace was ſhort-on-the preceding head, and then pro- 
ed to the next, the ſtate of the line of battle ſhips for the 
ee defence; and here he was moſt able and pointed. He 
mented,” that he Was prevented from giving that ttiformias 


s the committee he wiſhed, by having his two motions 
10 matived' ;/ one for the ſtatè of the ſhips in ordinary; before 
| Wt rece's, and a recent one, for the attendance of the ſur- 


or of the navy at their Lordſhips“ bar. The latter would 
frm their Lordſhips of the real ſtate of the ſhips intended 
actual ſervice; and the former, in caſe of a war; would 
ew our ſtate of preparation. The apology made was, that 
would diſeloſe our weakneſs, This, he belived, was too 
ne: but, in his opinion, that was the very reaſon why the 
wtion ſhould have been agreed to; becauſe if the fact Was 
zcknowledged, it would evinee the immediate neceſſity of 
«concluding! motion, that of addreſſing his Majeſty; to 
wt his navy upon à reſpectable fob ting 
His Grace ſaid, as to men of war of the line for home de- 
ice, they had been ſtated at 35 fit for actual ſervice; ſeven 
wre in commiſſion, and thoſe put into commiſſion ſince the 


4 ble Lord at the head of the Admiralty had informed theft 
. Wordſhips on that head. He had examined the papers on the 


ble, and found that the ſeventy- fours had been ſet don at 
o men, as a full war complement. This, he contended, 
s fallacious; the compliment of a 74 was 700, and not 
o men. He had the firft naval authority, he ſaid, in his 
Four; it was the opinion of the late Lord Anton, and of 
the great admirals, fince he had any acquaintance with 
utitime affairs. If, then, what the noble Earl in office ac- 
oviedged, on a former occaſion, that he was upwards of 
00 men ſhort of this eomplement, having but 19, oo0 and 
fraction, inſtead of 21,000 and a fraction, it would appear, 
lat even allowing for the ſupernumieraries, the deficiency 
ould, on the 38 thips of the line, amount to upwards of 
doo men; ſo that, inſtead of having 35 ſhips of the line fit 
actual ſervice, we ſfiould not have more than 28 or 29, 
lading the marines on ſhore, part of which would be want- 


ottſmouth and Chatham. If this was the actual force we 


v | | 
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to be ſtationed at our three great dock- yards, Plymouth, 


a to defend ourlelves it would be neceſſary to know what 
had to contend with, in caſe of a rupture with France 
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y, nor even, in the reign of Charles the Second, when 


acgelerate victory, as to deſtroy the human ſpecies... Like 


fare began to prevail at the 
ſince to be adhered to; by which means, hoſtilities at 
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and Spain. He had good information, that the French F 
208 men. of, war of the, jine at Breſt, eight at Rochfort, and 
at Toulon; and the Spaniards at Ferrol, Cadiz, and Cart 
gepa,, forty ; the. whole amounting tg. $3 mips of the li 
from. which he drew, this inference, that we ihould, in ord 
to ſecure a complete national defence; in the event of a ry 
ture, haye one hundred; thips of the line; and we oupht 
bave, beſides that force, a-proportionable. number of friga 
for, Aincs the preſent, noble, Lord came to preſide at the he 
—1— adipiralty, no leſs than three millions and a half ofu 
been granted for buildings and repairs, which, 
= opinion of. ſome of. the firſt ſeamen, both in their off 
pn Pune of he capacities ſuppoſing our navy had been e 
tirely annihilated, was ſufficient to build 100 ſhips off 
dine, and as many. frigates of 36 guns each, and to proy 

For, all. heir neceſſary equipments, &c. He ſaid, it 
n affirmed in that Houſe, and was generally receiſ er 
— — doors as true, that if we were equal in number bos 
ſhips of, the line, and in every, thing dependent upon tl 
Eircumftance, victory muſt declare in our favour. He | 
moſt, willing to hope ſo; but when, perhaps, the very! 
iſtence. of this country, as an independent nation; way to( 
ꝓeng on the truth or fallacy of ſuch an opinion, he held! 
e ee part of his duty to deliver his ſentiments] 
rjally,. and without any degree of national prejudice; 
— was therefore freely to declare his mind, he muſt 
that, numbers almo always enſured victory. He ſhould 
ſpeak. of the conflicts in the early part of our naval hi 


ſcene of action was confined 10 the narrow ſeas ;. whena Mn 
Trump, De, Ruyter,, A Blake, a Monk, and a Sandwif eue 
exhibited ſuch amazing inſtances of {kill in their profeſ 
and perſonal reſolution. The, mode of making nayal Wiſier 
which preyailed at that period, differed, much from ei 
ſubſequent one: they made ule, of fixe-ſhips, . not ſo much ot 


cruel mode adopted in America, of employing ſavages 
wantonly deſtroy their enemies, when the victory no loft t. 
depended on the carnage ;. when a ſhip was ditabled, In 
ſent a fire-ſhip to diftreſs. a diſabled antagoniſt, and to bi 
up the crew in the air. A he's different mode of naval y 


evolution, and. has contin 
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e thoſe on land, have been conducted more conformably 
the dictates of humanity, and the laws of war eſtabliſhed 
d acknowledged by the civilized nations of Europe. 
His Grace entered into an inveſtigution of the language 
the noble Lords in adminiſtration, relative to the pre- 
ned invincibility of the Britiſh navy, from whoſe aſ- 
ions and opinions he begged leave entirely to diſſent; and 
ſhed, before he fat down, to impreſs this very impor- 

it truth on the Houſe ; that be the courage of the Britiſh 
men ever ſo great, it was numbers and not ſkill or prowels 

it had made victory decide in our favour, unleſs in a very 

# inſtances indeed. His Grace then entered into a long 
il of proofs. | In the year 1688, Admiral Lord Dart- 
uch with a ſuperior fleet, permitted the Prince of Orange 
paſs by the Gunffeet, becauſe he wiſhed well to the cauſe 
ich that great man came 'to defend, The next year the 
ir off Bantry, on tlie coaſt of Ireland, ſhewed, that 


ein ere the French were more numerous they became victo- 
xr Wis. The year after again, off Beachy-head, the ſame 
ee produced a like effect; the Engliſh fleet was vanquiſh- 
c i; they ran for the Thames; and ſo great was the panic 
7 bat occaſion, that they made to the river, and pulled up 
o the buoys,” for fear the enemy would have purſued them. 
ll Hogue again, in 1692, the action in which the naval 
is rer of France was firſt broken, there the Engliſh had the 
ceWheriority in point of number, in the proportion of 100 line 


battle ſhips to 70. In 1704 again, the numbers were 
wal; fo was the fate of the day. So it was at Malaga, 
ater times, in the action off Toulon, in 1743, where he 
is preſent, the Engliſh fleet was ſuperior, and though we 
not gain a complete victory, we gained the day, The 
reach convoyed the Spaniſh fleet ſafely into Barcelona, 
K, notwithſtanding our utmoſt efforts, it was not in our 
Mer to prevent them. And here he wiſhed to ſet the no- 
c Earl at the head of the adiniralty right, reſpecting his aſe. 
tion, that a fifty-gun ſhip was not deemed of the line of [ 
les for he aſſured his Lordſhip, that he cominanded à = 


ei of that rate off Toulon; that he was ordered into the l 
E the day before the engagement. ordered out of it the i 
xt day, and again ordered into the line on the following b 
.. In tlie engagement between Anſon and Warren, and 1 
a French fleet, in which we proved victorjous, in 1747, - 
nu had 2 ſuperiority of 14 to 8; fo we had in the ſucceeding . 
al b L, FP Gr 9 | 34 „ LI'2 11 1 99. 1 i, 1. 7 


en- 
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{kill and proweſs of the Engliſh navy prevailed, were in tut 


and condition, the hcalth of the men, and their number, & 
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engagement, between the preſent Lord Hawke the next year 
In 1759, in the; affair with Conflans, the force was prett 
nearly equal : but then it did not come to a fair trial of {kil 
for the Rrench admiral ran without waiting the event. Thy 
only inſtances within the period deſcribed, in which the mer 


engagements, between Admiral Sir George Pocock and thi 
French, in the Eaſt-Indies, when with equal numbers . 
proved victorious. He begged, however, not to be miſun 
derſtood; he believed the Paglilh ſeamen would do thei 
duty, and, upon any thing near an equality, would conquer 
when the fate of the day depended on thoſe circumſtances: 
but there were many other matters very foreign to thoſe par 
ticular circumſtances; the cleanneſs of the ſhips, their ſtat 


from which he drew this inference, that when we talked o 
inſuring ſucceſs, we ſhould procure the only certain means o 
ſecuring it; that of a ſuperiority in point of number of ſhip! 
fullneſs of complement, weight of metal, &, Was tha 
the caſe at preſent? Moſt certainly not, Our enemies wen 
much more numerous and better manned. | 

His Grace then enumerated the various ſervices for which 


gur fleets would be wanting, in the caſe of a war, Fort. ( 
Mediterranean and Channel ſervice, to protect our trade e. 
the weſtward ; for the protection of the Weſt-India iſſand 
Eaſt-Indies, and the coaſt of Africa. He contended, ef 
called upon the noble Lord at the head of the admiralty i 
contradict him, if he would pledge himſelf to the Houſe th vd 
28 or 31, or even almoſt double the numher of ſhips of t- e, 
line, conſidering the force now in the French and Spanilih the 
ports, would be ſufficient to anſwer thoſe different ſer vice tbe 
Suppoſing with the noble Lord, that inſtead of the 35 ſniꝗ la 
of the line for home defence, that we had the 42 fpobef ift 
of by his Lordſhip, nay more, that every ſhip, in comm the 
ſion, which, as he underſtood, amounted to 51, he wou pc: 
deſire to know, if in the opinion of the noble Lord, eve vo 
that force would be ſufficient to contend with the uniteſ no! 
ftrength of France and Spain? He was ſure the noble Lo wa: 
D T 
As well as condemning the official management, of f tha 

navy, he highly, arraigned the arrangements of the adm ph 
ralty board; particularly ſending out eight ſhips of u,. 
line under a captain, while there were no leſs than 51 8 
ea 


mirals on the liſt, This, he ſaid, might be produthve 
1 oh 


Gif, n 


, , | re * 
ear ne fatal conſequences, If, as he underſtood, this fleet was 
ett to interrupt the commerce between France and Ame 
kia; and if, in conſequence of any ſuch interruption, an 
Ih begement {hould enſue, and the eldeſt captain or commo- 
nerd 


he tall in the action, the Engliſh fleet would probably. be 
ltcoyed, for there being no regular command ftabliſhed, 
he next captain, ſhould his ſenior fall or be wounded, would 
vt know how to give the proper ſignals, and of courſe every 
ging muſt fall into the utmoſt confuſion. He added fur- 
er, that beſides the impropriety of truſting the command. 
{a ſquadron to a captain, while there were ſo many flag of- 
ers unemployed, the want of our frigates was moſt ſenſibly 
Et; for, inſtead of having frigates ſtationed in the Bay, in 
ler to pick up the ſmall American privateers, and to inter- 
ppt the illicit commerce carried on between our colonies 
France, we were obliged, at a, great expence, and to 
xry little purpoſe, to {end our ſeyenty-fours on that ſervice, 
rich coſt the nation for building, fitting out, &c. between 
krenty. and eighty thoutand pounds each; where in the pre- 
kat ĩinclement and boiſterous ſeaſon of the year, their ſides 


2d their ſtores, rigging, &c. going to run. 1 
On the laſt head, reſpecting the frigates, his Grace was 
equaily, ſtrong and pointed, A want of frigates, was, in 
is opinion, much to be lamented, It was the great ſource 
ok the calamities we felt, in relation to our commerce, and 
Ha war ſhould break out, would be doubly felt. But it 
vas not even the want of them, however great it might 
be, but the deception attempted to be put on the Houſe by 
tie papers on the table; thoſe ſtated them at 34; whereas 
the truth was, that they amounted in reallity to no more 
than eleven, the reſt being ſloops, yachts, &c. He obſerved, 
if the deception was reprehenſihle, the purchaſe of ſeveral of 
them was much more ſo; they were bought from private 
perſons at a, moſt exorbitant, price, upon what - motives he 
Fould not pretend to determine; one of them in particular, 
now. called the Panther, formerly a cat in the northern trade, 
vas purchaſed at the enormous ſum of zoool. when, accord- 
ing to her tonnage, and real value, ſhe was worth no more 
than 3 500l. at the moſt. So it was in ſeveral other inſtances, 
which, he ſaid, he forhore to mention. PET 3 N- 41133 241604 3 
Nis Grace adverted to ſeveral miſcellaneous circumftances, 
Fuch did not come immediately under any of the foregoing 
heads. He pointed out the brd and bad policy of uſing fo- 
reign 


rere beating to pieces, one half of their crews diſtempered, 
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reign timber in buildings and repairs; and if a trial was tobe 
made, cenfured the conduct of thoſe at the head of naval af. 
fairs, who, inſtead of making an experiment, ordered no [el 
than 20 'fhips'of the line at once to be repaired by foreign 
timber. He ſaid, that probably there was not one of thoſe 
ſhips, if employed in actual ſervice, that would not be found 
rotten and totally unfit for ſervice, as was the cafe with the 
Mars, which, after being under repair for three years, 1775 
1776, and 177, was obliged to be condemned, and ordered to 
be broke up, though ſhe coſt the nation more money than! 
let keel had been new laid, no leſs than the ſum of npwardso 
33.001. He obſerved, that the noble Lord at the head of the 
admiralty, when the weakneſs of our military defence was men- 
rioned, as well as ſeveral other noble Lords in adminiſtration, 
ſaid our navy was invincible, His Grace contended, that 
even ſuperiority would not enſure ſucceſs, becz uſe unforeſeen 
events, or crois accidents, might unexpectedly turn the ſcale; 
much leſs fo, when France and Spain had a fleet nearly in 
the proportion of ' two to one. He begged, therefore, that 
the noble Lord would make good his promiſe to that Houſe, 
and the public, that our fleet ſhould be always ſupertor to 
that of France and Spain united, which he had uniformly 
aſſerted was neceſſary; or fairly confeſs, that no ſuch ne- 
ceflity exiſted, and that conſequently, 'with'an inferior army 
and. inferior fleet, a ruined trade and diſmembered empire, 
we were nevertheleſs more thah'a' match for the united power 
erf Berben 
He concluded with a ſevere reprehenſion of Adminiſtra- 
tion, for their conduct towards their generals in America, 
He ſuppoſed the Britiſh troops were like the Britiſh ſeamen, 
they could not perform impoſſibilities. If they could pre- 
vail with equal numbers, it was as much as could be expett- 
eckt from them. General Howe was blamed for not conquer- 
ing America; he was recalled, becauſe he did not; they faid, 
he was a moſt able general; with an army of 15, doo men hq; 
went to attack as great a general as himſelf, Mr. Waſhing: 
ton; he durſt not attempt it, becauſe the latter was ſtrongh 
intrenched and 1 poſted: So it may be foun 
in caſe of a war; the Britiſh admirals and ſailors would di 
every thing that could be expected from brave and able fea 
men, but they could not perform impoffibilities; with $00d 
clean ſhips, well manned, and equal in numbers, they might 
come off victorious; but that was all that could be rational 
ly expected: and if one of the ableſt ſeamen in this country 
eee iE engt. 100 beit G - ant 


- 


- 


Ln DELATES LS 
and one. for whom the noble Earl feemed to entertain the 
izheſt opinion (though a little man, yet poſſeſſing a great 

ſoul) were conſulted, or interrogated at the bar, he would ven- 

ture to anſwer that his reply. wouid be (without making him- 

kf reſponſible for events beyond the power of human policy, 

and out of. the reach of human prediction) that he hoped the 

Britiſh fleet would always conquer. His Grace then moved 

the firſt of his propoſed reſolutions, which was as follows: 

% Refolved,. That it is the opinion of this committee, that 

z of his Majeſty's ſhips of war, excluſive of fire-ſhips, bomb- 

vſlls, ſtore-ſhips,, and ſmall craft, bought in America, have 

been employed there ſince the year 1774; that the comple- 

nent of the above ſhips and veſſels, marines included, amount- 

«« t0.22, 337 men; out of which there have been loſt by de- 

ertion, 19690; by captivity, 417; by death, and rendered 
wſerviceabie, 1928; and therefore, that the whole loſs of 

amen and . marines, belonging to the above ſhips and veſſels 

mounts: t01.4314 men 2 

The Earl of Sandwich: directed his reply chiefly to two Earl of 
points; to a detection of ſome particulars ſtated by his Grace, Sandwich. 
ud to an eulogium on his own adminiſtration. On the firſt © 
head, his. Lordſhip ſaid, that the number of ſhips of war un- 
der Lord Howe were mis-ſtated, for that 10 frigates had been 
ſent to America ſince the laſt returns now on the table were 
made; that the line of battle ſhips in commiſſion were not 42, 
but 51 ; one of which being unfit for ſervice, left 50 of the 
ine in commiſſion; that is, 35 completely manned, ſeven 
formerly in commiſſion, to man which, we had already 3000 
amen. and marines, and nine put in commiſſion, ſince the 
papers were moved for. He contended, that 609 men were 
alull war complement for a ſeventyr four; and that of courſe, 
if affairs ſhould make it neceſſary, we ſhould be able, in a 
kw days, to make up the deficiency of both claſſes, thoſe of 
Ithicty-five and ſeven, ſo as to be able to proceed to fea with 
42 ſhips of the line completely manned and equipped. On 
the ſecond head, he ſaid, when he came to preſide at the ad- 
niralty board, our navy was in a moſt ruinous condition: 
but that was not all; the point of ever being able to build or 
pair was deſpaired of, was given up. The ſhips built of 
green timber, in the heat of the late war, had all rotted. In 
ch a ſtate of national diſtreſs and deſpondency, what was 
o be done? He turned his thoughts ſeriouſly to the ſub- 
ect, and deviſed. two expedients. He procured a bill to be 
jailed, to reſtrict the Eaſt- India company to build, no more 
dan a certain number of tuns annually, (from 60,000 to 


45,009) ; 
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eg 


<edure, he was the means of carrying a bill for reſtraining 


ſame time 15, co loads. of foreign timber to be purchaſed 
by which the combination was ſoon diſſolved; when the tim 


from the ravages of the Eaſt-India company, and laid in ſu 


cauſe it had failed in the repair of the Mars, that would be 


that ſingle inſtance, which would be exactly ſimilar to the i 
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45,000) ; the other was, to purchaſe ' foreign timber, and 
thereby break the monopoly of the timber merchants. + 

Here his Lordſhip: deviated into a long detail, relative to 
the Eaſt- India company, the iniquity of the ſhips huſbands; 
&c.' When he came to preſide at the head of the admir. lt), 
the timber merchants had entered into a combination; in 
conſequence of which they not only raiſed the price of tim. 
ber, but compelled the kaſt- India company to take 17, 00 
loads of timber yearly more than they had any real deman 
for. He immediately ſa the neceſſity of breaking this com- 
bination, between the timber merchants and ſhips huſband; 
to enhance the value of timber on one hand, and to rob the 
Eaſt- India company on the other; which was, in ſact. to eff 
the ruin of the nation, and employ the company as the inſtru 
ment, merely to enrich a ſeèC avaricious, unprincipled indivi 
duals. Fo put a ſtop to ſo pernicious and iniquitous a pr 


the tonnage of the Eaſt- India company, and reducing it fron 
60,000 tons and upwards, to 45,009, and ordered at thi 


ber merchants were deprived of their artificial vent in one in 
ſtance with the Eaſt- India company, and diſcovered that th 
navy could be ſupplied independently of them in the other 
By theſe means, he ſaid, he had preſerved the native timbe 


a4 ſtock of foreign timber, as has enabled us to procure enouę 
of native growth; ſo that inſtead of 13, ooo load, which ni 
the ſtock in hands at all the yards, we had now 64, Oco load 
or a ſtock of three years conſumption, in the ſpace of a littl 
more than ſix months. The advantages of which were, th 
we could, if oecaſion required, not only build faſter, but bui 
of ſeaſoned timber, not ſubject to the ravages of the ſalt watet 
worms, change of climates, & o. which green timber was aw 


known to be He ſaid, it was ridiculous to affirm, that Mel 


foreign timber was bad, the contrary was notorious. H ® 
reaſon to reprobate the uſe of it; as well might we reproba 
that of native growth, . becauſe ſhips built of native tiny. c 
rotted, which was the caſe in reſpect of the Ardent ; n 


ference made by the noble Duke; would be no good ground 


conclude, that all Engliſh timber was bad, or fubject to i nee; 


mediate rottenneſs and decay. He reported feveral inſtal 
of foreign timber proving equal to the beſt of Britiſh is I 
; FR 5 * 7 . . © T ; ©3553; 4 11534 @ _ , 
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nicularly the Foudroyant, taken from the French in 1758, 
id at the end of 20 years had received but one repair, and 

ow was as fine and ſound a ſhip as any in the navy. The 

me was the caſe with the Alarm, and another frigate, drove 

ho Marſeilles in diſtreſs, where they received a repair, and 

M continued in the beſt condition. ' 

His Lordſhip confeſſed that the trade had ſuffered, but that 
(convenience could not be remedied—it was a conſequence 

the mode of carrying on the war in America: frigates were 

xecefſary for that ſervice; and if we could have had more to 


. rploy on the ſeveral ſtations alluded to by the noble Duke, 
bo $1 ſurely our trade would have been better protected. He 
> fared the noble Duke, that he would not have employed 
C 


re ſhips as cruizers in the Bay, if he could have helped it: 
ut the alternative was not, Will you or will-you not uſe thoſe 
ſels ? but, Will you uſe thoſe or none? There was no ar- 
ing againſt neceſſity; and though there was a want of fri- 
cs, for the reaſons already aſſigned, the deficiency was not 
ON great as had been ſtated by the noble Duke; for notwith- 
ding there might be no more frigates on the immediate 
eme ſervice, there were no leſs than 50 employed on other 
u nices, beſides thoſe flationed in America: but he denied 
at the want of cruizers had been the occaſion of the rapid 
line of the African trade. The fact was, that that branch 
commerce had been overdone; that the trade was on the 
reafe for ſeveral years before the troubles with America 
vke out, and muſt be nearly in its preſent ſtate. if they never 
id. He ſaid, as ſoon, and as far as circumſtances. would 
mit, cruizers had been ſtationed in the proper latitude 
it Admiral Young, at Barbadoes, had detached: from his 
adron a ſhip of conſiderable force for that purpoſe ;; that 
fmiral Dayrell, lately appointed to ſucceed him, had in- 
tions of a ſimilar nature; and that if our trade had ſuf- 
ad, either in that, or any other quarter, no blame was im- 
able to him; it proceeded ſolely from the cauſe. firſt: aſ- 
ee, that the frigates were neceſſarily deſtined to another 
ice, But taking the facts to be juſt as his Grace had 
ted them, he could not deſerve cenſure ;z he acted: mini- 
fally ; the meaſures were deliberated upon elſewhere ; 'and ' 
tt did his duty, as obeying the orders he received, he was 
o means reſponſible for the events. ST ra 
Tac Gower ſaid, the delicate fituation the noble Earl who Earl Gower. 
de laſt ſtood in, was a ſufficient reaſon for his not putting 
MWiutzative on the reſolution moved by the noble Duke: for 
bart, he thought at fo critical a period as the preſent, it 

er I. 25: 0957 Mm ht in 104 aud 
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would: be extremely improper to expoſe the ſtate of our nay 
td our foreign — or point out its inſufficiency in an 
reſpeft. The propoſed reſolutibns were totally unneceſſary 
and if agreed 16,” though produRiye of no other ill, might} 

the occaſion of throwing the ptople into a conſternation, : 
create ill- founded fears and apprehenſions. On this groun 
hethauſt' move that the chairman do leave the chair, 
— — Bari of Brill. Though I have for ſome time been full 
Ha. ptepared for this particular ſtage of the enquiry—Though t 
within theſe three or four days, I have waited with great 
atiente to go into every branch of the navy; yet, my Lot 
ſhalt now forbrar going into the particular detail as | h 
topoſed. My Lords, the noble Duke [Duke of Richmon 
firſt agitated this enquiry, and to whoſe great abilitic 

att dracy and lahôur this nation is fo much jadebted, has f 
y convinced me of the ſtate of our forces at home and abroy 
and of the enorinbus expenee it has already been to this cout 
try theſe three laft-ytars to ſo little purpoſe. And the noh 
Duke Duke of Bolton] who has opened this day's bufinel 
reipecting the navy, has done that in ſo able a manner, a 
& much coinciding with my on obſervations upon it ing 
nerul, that he has left me nothing to add to what is alrea 
fay on the different brariches which his Grace has not me; 
tiene, let it go abroad; that we are on the eve of a » 
with Frahee; 1 have been laying open to our enemies v 
edge to roncea} : but on the contrary, I will rather 
thut f'hbpe that the navy of England may yet be put in ol, 
1 ſtate; ad to reſiſt and overeome all our enemies; thou 
"Hy Lords, I ſhould never have agreed with the noble Du ro 
in the addreſs propoſed to reſult. from theſe reſolutions, wii u 
Bat anatiendment, which ſhould have been to.haye aden 
Hts Mijeſty'to put his navy on the moſt reſpectable footin 
Hut that ds I had long fren the fate of every reſolution in 
*eflquizy, I ſhould expecł all to have a negative equally put 
chen; and tHerefore ſhould content mytt with doing u 
-Irhouphit-1 owed my country at this time. 4 
Dake of Duke of Nichmond ſaid; though he had concluded his 
Kad. gr tnt enguiry, as to further detail, with the ſtate of arm 
America, he could not give a ſilent vote on the occai bur 
whetr lit hlard the deplorable tate of the nayy ſo ably al; 
fulty-provedi; and What was ſtill more to be wonders Mrd 
chen iné noble Lord himſelf, who preſides at the head of Wh. 
admirutty. ſubſtantially acknowledged the facts, though 
endeavoured to palliate and qdalify them, or evade a 4 

: cluil” 
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na uGons, which they evidently admitted it was the moſt 


au: neſul and reprehenſible conduct imaginable, that minifters. 
ary. adopted, in the courſe of the enquiry. In the former 
it Mr of it, when the military force of this iſland was proved 
p be very ſhort of the loweſt peace efjabliſbment, the lan- 
dune from the other ſide of the Eoufe, was, what our jg: 
mal defence may be, is of very little canſegyence. It ig 
WW; navy we are to depend upon in the day of trial; it is qur 
© Wat national bulwark; it is inyincible, and ſuperior to any 
in bag our natural enemies can bring againſt us. We 
ore able to cope with the Whole united force of the houſe of 
purbon. This, ſays his Grace, was the current. language 
onal the noble Lords in adminiſtration : “ the more France 
ite Spain know of aur navy, the better: a thorough know- 
ive of its ſtate is the beſt means of ſecuring us againſt tl 
khons of our enemies.” I recollect when a noble Ea 
16d Chatham ] whom I da not now fee in his place, ſgeme: 
no entertain even a doubt of the high-ſaunding language an 

lings of the noble Earl at the head of the Admjralty,. his 


jar this day? That all thaſe doubts were well found 
at all thoſe boaſtings proceeded from fallacy and miſręprę- 
tation. This is nat a mere affirmation wighgut proof; 
the noble Earl in the blue ribbon, who preſides in the cou» 
d of this country [Earl Grawer] has told you ſo, in ſo 
ny words. He has put a negative on the reſolutions, not 
kequſe they are not founded on truth, but becauſe they 
wuld be an avowal of the naval inſufficiency of this 
untry. So, when the nation is proved nat to be in a 
roper ſtate of military defence, you are told, your navy. is 
our ſole dependence. When that is enquired into, you are 
iin told, its weakneſs muſt not be expoſec. 
tu He made ſeveral remarks on the noble Earl's ſpeech, and 
ninded' his Lordſhip [Lord Sandwich] when upon a 
u wer occaſion, the want of frigates, which he now cop 
ſed, was objected to, at the opening of the preceding ſęſ- 
on, ag eighty-ſeven of them was ſaid to be then in America, 
lis Lordſhip replied,” that we could, and would have 
Iphty-ſeven, or ninety more, to replace them.” On this 
found, as well as the uniform language of the noble Earl, 
V which ke ſpecially pledged himſelf to that Houle, his 
draſhip was anſwerable for the conſequences; and wouls 
tobably be made amenable at the bar of the public. 
mcluded,- by obſerving, that if Parliament continuad. 
grace itſelf," by . ſuch an adminiſtration, «: . 
| 4 


4 neee 


Lordſhip was almoſt hosted aut of the Hauſe. What 9000 
1 
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neceſſarily fall into contempt ; the certain conſequence gf 
which would be, national ruin. | 

Earl of Sandwich ſaid, the number of frigates, if he (aid 
they were ninety, which he did not doubt, as the noble 
Duke ſeemed to recelle&.his particular expreſſion ſo we!) 
what he meant was, including every other fervice but that 
which Lord Howe was concerned in; and he was clear that 
he was jeiſtifted in ſaying ſo; for taking the number in thi 
Weſt-Indies and Europe, they amounted to nearly ninety 
Here his Lordſhip ſaid, he muſt have recourſe to the informa 
tion, which he ſo often preſſed on their Lordihips* memory 
relative to the ſtate of the Britiſh navy, when he was calle 
to preſide at the Admiralty-board. He ſkid, the ſhips i 
the heat of the war, being built in a-hurry, of green timber 
ſuddenly rotted, and were rendered uſeleſs; which, with thi 
ſcarcity --of timber, as he had before obſerved, rendere 
vain almoſt, all hopes of being able to put our navy one 
more upon a reſpectable footing, However, having fur 
mounted that obſtacle, as had been before obſerved, he turn 
his next attention to the guard ſhips, which inſtead of bein 
of any uſe, were become a burden and diſgrace to the {er 
vice. Rotten, uſeleſs veſſels; not half manned, and hal 
the crews uhfit for ſervice, in caſe of an emergency. H 
ſaw all this, and determined to turn this ſource of nation: 
weakneſs and diſgrace into a ſource of national ſtrength 
Inſtead therefore of waſting the public treaſure, to no pur 
poſe; he put the guard-ſhips upon a reſpectable footing 
He ordered them to be always in a condition and ſtate of re 
pair, fit for immediate ſervice; he increaſed their number t 
ſeventeen, and had three-quarters, or nearly three-quarters 
of their complements of able prime ſailors, . always aboard 
and managed matters ſo, that with the aid of a few day 
preſs, he had it always in his power to ſend twenty ſhips e 
the line to ſea at a very ſhort notice. His Lordſhip advert 
to ſomething, which fell from the noble Earl, [Briſtol] 1 
a former debate, whoſe profeſſional abilities, he highly ex 
tolled; as importing that he would not truſt himſelf abo 
the ſhip [the Queen] deſtined for him. He could aflu 
the noble ' Ear], that he need. not be afraid to truſt hin 
ſelf aboard that ſhip; for notwithſtanding what he mig 
have heard to the contrary, ſhe was completely equipped i 
ſea, and every way ready for immediate ſervice. - If howevt 
his Lordſhip ftil] retained any doubt, concerning her con 
tion, he would ſoon give orders, to have another veſſel read 
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for him, to hoiſt his flag aboard, 
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| think it neceſlary to ſay ſomething upon it, late as it is. 
da, my Lords, as I ſhall always conſider myſelf as laft, ſo 
hail 1 ſuſpend anſwe ring that part of the noble Lord's ſpeech 
Lord Sindwich] until I have .wiped of that imputation 
whi-h his Lordſhip unjuſtly has thrown upon as great and 
mol an officer, as any in theworld ; and to whom this country 
s ſo much obliged :. and whom nothing, his Lordſhip or any 
gther man can ſay, can ſtain, I mean Lord Hawke. The 
noble Lord tells us, when he came to the board of Admi- 
faltv ; he found the guard-ſhips all rotten, fitted with rotten 
flares, and not kept as if intended for ſervice. My Lords, 


ber mis is ſuch an imputation on that great man's character, as 
the never will admit of. I had the honeur of fitting at that 
ere board, at that time, with the preſent firſt Lord of it: and [ 
no ever underſtood that thoſe were the reaſons for changing 


thoſe guard-fhips. "Thoſe ſhips had been thought long enough 
nein commiſſion, and that others would be more proper ſhips, 
ind might be better fitted as ſuch ; but the great reaſon of all 
mas, that many of the captains, had been their full three years, 
and that ſome practices had crept int» ſome of them, which 
s neceſſary to be remedied, by paying them off. But this 


on no more a fault in Lord Hawke, than if ſuch were to 
gi ppen now in ſome of the ſhips; and that the noble Lord 


ow at the board were to change the captains, or the ſhips. 
ing That as to ſhips of ſeventy- four guns, which his Lord- 
hip ſays, 600 men is more than a ſufficient compliment for, 
can by no means acquieſce in that opinion. The laſt 


terer 1 had 650 men in the Dragon, and which was not 
ard Ne largeſt claſs of ſhips of that rate; and I could have diſ- 
da enſed very well with fifty more, Several captains had now 
ps old me, their ſhips run away with them for want of men, 


nd better men; and that I hoped his Lordſhip would alter 
lat opinion of his, if a French war ſhould come. That as 
> what his Lordſhip had ſaid of the Queen being intended 


fſu g manned, and my not going on board a ſhip ſo manned, 
biet I would alter my determination; but that I might have 
nig yy ſhip in the ſervice, rather than not ſerve; I was much 
d iged to the noble Lord, that I ſhould be always ready to 


de my king and country (if my health permitted) when 


d would ever perſiſt in my determination, not to go aboard 
hip ſo manned; and therefore, to end all altercation 
| h | "0 _ 


' Farl of Briſtol. J ſhould not have roſe again to trouble Zan of © 
your Lordſhips, but that I have been fo applied to, and that Bel. 
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br my reception, and that he hoped with reſpect to her be- 


Was wanted; it was my only ambition; but that I did, 
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on that ſubject, I deſired to read as part of my ſpeech, i 
letter J had received from the commanding officer of hi 
Majeſty's ſhip Queen, relative to the draft of men, fly 
had Juſt received from the Riekkeig, within theſe three 
weeks, having been 490 men ſhort of her complement, fu 
near teen months belore. 

The Earl read a moſt deplorable account of theſe men 
ending wiſh ſaying they were the woll ſhameful ever fer 
Fe I OS EY ere doe MO! Mer! 

The Earl of Briſtol then contigved his ſpeech by faying 
the gh Lonl a fg hea of the Admiralty, bad br 
is upon pimſelf, as this was among the many other paper 
hich he Ang determined = No rea of, — fad th 
Earl, I abhor the preſent mode of miniſters and their hit 
lings whilpering away the chargers of their dach reh e 
enerals ; and fuffering them to be run down, to faye them 
ves, for. opt peipg capable of giving proper inftrgRigny 
Will therefore. mention thoſg two brave officers, th 
T4oWes 5 better men, nor more diſintereſted men, never lervy 
e Ring. How are they. pulled to pieces, without caule 
ad 1 nat experiepcę of the cryel fate of a great, and 
L fay,..brave admiral, that af Admiral Byng, who w 


” 
FH 


nt out with a fleet ſo inſufficient for the purpoſe, and u 
fell a ſacrifice to ſcreen an infamous miniftry ?; My Lord 
Will be no ſcape-goat for any adminiſtration ; lat we g 
gut with proper ſhips, properly manned, and I wall defy « 
miniſters 'whateyer, ang will be anfwerable for the reſt. 
The previous queſtion was put, and carried by a majolit 


"The American conciliatory bills being preſented from ti 
Commons, were read; and the Earl of Suffolk moved, th 
they ſhould'be read a ſecond time on the 5th. Adjourneds 
the '5th, - - ; : 47] 14 T 2: N N OFY C5 arey 
reer ITT TIT CET IT AE EE DEIT ATI EET IL EAI 1 

This letter 135 not yolike Steele's account of Lord Hatch 
company in the 125 or Gref a- la· mode. Some were lan 
others Mind, ſome öld, others who never before ſaw a drop 
ſalt water, landſmep, Boys, old r 'decrepit and uff 
feryiee; apd ſuch as they were, they did not arioant' to nu 


— 


gun ſhip, and the intended crew being little more in number i 
400. a ili : f ai e 


7751 


I 4 


3 
March 5. i 

| nz ham moved for ſeveral papers, relative to t 
jmber, tonnage, &c. of the trafiſports employed by the Z/ngbam. 
faſity, fince the commencement of the year 1775, and 

br the attendance of Mr. Brummeèel, Mr. Atkifiſbn, and Sir 

Uchard Temple, at the bar of the Houſe on Thurſday next 

id, the papers moved for were of too vo- Earl of 
fihinous à nature, and could not be immediately digeſted, S hel. 
manner fit for the infpectton of the Houſe. If the no- 
de Earl would; however, be content to let the motions lie 
| v days, he would; in tlie mean time; 
left himſelf to furniffi the information now defired, 
b>meitt beihg accepted of by the noble mover, 
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- fore hoped one or other of the ſecretaries of ſtate would tip 

in his place, and give their Lordſhips that informatiou on the 
ſuhject, which they in particular, and the public at large 
had an undoubted right to be maſters of, If. the int. nd 
tion was true, it was abſurd. to inſult Parliament, with the 
appearance of reconciliation, that was no longer praQ-. able, 
If miniſters replied in the affirmative, they were culpable in 
the higheſt degree, in concealing intelligence of fo impor: 
tant a nature from Parliament; and under the cover of that 
concealment, leading it into meaſures of futility and public 
diſhonour. If they reply in the negative, their conduct, 
was ſtill, if poſſible, more reprehenſible, their incapacity 
more glaring, in being entirely wanting in that ſpecies 6 
information, which it was the duty of 2 ſtations to pro- 
cure. His Grace deſired the Houle to recollect, that it was 
on 2 Ich of March, he put this queſtion to the King's mi- 
- Lord N mouth ſaid, the noble Duke had himſelf affigned 
a ſufficient xeaſon for the filence of every Lord in office, by 
declaring, that if they and the whole cabinet denied the 
fact, and that in ever ſo explicit a manner, he would not be 
convinced, nor give up his belief of it. Reſpect, however, 
to their Lordſhips, and that duty which he always conceir- 
ed, he was bound to :liſcharge, by giving them every poſ 
ible ſatisfaction reſpecting all ſorts of queſtions in his po 
wer to anſwer, and fit to be anſwered, would not ſuffer hin 
to remain ſilent; he had indeed heard of the treaty from out 
door report, and he had heard that an honourable gentleman 
in another place had aſked the miniſter the queſtion, and re 
ceived a ſatisfactory anſwer. With regard to what the Duke 
had thrown out, the moſt convincing way of reply woul 
be not to argue upon it, but to come immediately to the 
point, ſor which reaſon he would fully and fairly ſpeak de 
it; he did therefore, in the plaineſt and. moſt preciſe man 
ner, aſſure their Lordſhips, that he knew not of any ſuch treat 
Having been ſigned, or entered into, - between the court of Franc 
and the deputies of the Congreſs as had been mentioned by the 
honourable gentleman in the lower Houſe of Parliament 
and in reply to the laſt ſentence delivered by the noble Duke 
he hoped their Lordſhips would not fail to remember, th 
it was on the 5th of March likewiſe, that he ſtood up in hi 
place, and declared he knew nothing of any ſuch treaty, 0 
had any authentic information of any ſuch treaty, being © 


* 


tber in contemplation or exiſtence. 
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ol Duke of Grafton roſe again and ſaid, the noble Viſcount had Duke of 
mot explicitly replied to his queſtion ; that the noble Viſcount Grafton 
took it up at the time that it was mentioned by his honourable 
kinſman in the lower Houſe ; that many days had elapſed 
face, more than ſufficient for miniſters to have aſcertained 
the fact; that if they had not got at the truth of a matter 
þ exceedingly important to be known at this particular and 
wefſing criſis, it muſt appear to all the world that the King of 
Great-Britain was ſerved by the moſt ſhamefully ignorant 
ad uninformed miniſtry that ever undertook the manage- 
ment of public affairs in this or any other country. lis 
Grace again enforced the idea of its being true that ſuch a 
eaty had been ſigned, and urged the King's ſervants to tell 
the Houle all they knew reſpecting it. | 

Lord NVJeymouih declared, that the noble Duke, by men- Lord y- 
toning his honourable kinſman having put the queſtion in much. 
he Lower Houſe, naturally obliged him to recur to that 
point of time, That he had preciſely and plainly ſtated a 
k&, /. that he really knew not a word of any ſuch treaty 
uving been ſigned, „ OY: | 

The order of the day for the ſecond reading the American 
wnciliatory bills. | 

Earl of Radnor ſaid, this country was wrong in the out- Par! of 
kt, and hitherto continued obſtinately to perſevere in impo- Razncr. 
cy and injuſtice 3 what he effect of the preſent bills might 
be, he did not pretend to determine. We had no right 
tax unrepreſented America, The idea was no leſs ab- 
xd and unjuſt, than the event had hitherto proved diſ- 
graceful and unproſperous. Engliſhmen, as they carried 
heir rights with them, on their firſt migration, fo they re- 
ned the ſpirit, reſolution, and firmneſs of Engliſhmen, in 
mvely aſſerting and maintaining thoſe rights. The conſtitu- 
ton declared, in ſo many words, that no Englithman can be 
axed but by his own content. It has been the language of 
Il ages, fince the firſt foundation of the monarchy. The 
boſt weak, cruel, deſpotic, and ambitious monarchs have 
ceded to this doctrine, as a firſt principle, not directly to 
e controverted, though they have often attempted to evade 
„ They acknowledged the general rule, and never ventured 
ther han to ſtate exceptions to it, Apply this reaſoning to 
e claims of this country, and ſee Shake they can ſtand 
Linſtant ; certainly not. The mode adopted was ingenious 
d plaufible, The King, by his prerogative, pretends to 
Þ ſuch right; he is no farther concerned than as one of the 
ranches of the legiſlature in aſſerting it. By whom are 
Vor. IX. Md .- ſubjects 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. 1119 
ſubje&s to be taxed ? By Parliament alone. If, then, Par- 
liament is folely veſted with the power of levying taxes, who 
ſhall deny that power, or refuſe to pay thole taxes ? But 
here it is clearly perceivable, that a conſtitutional power ig 
miſapplied in the moſt groſs manner, and that too on an 
idea the moſt prepoſterous that ever entered 1ato the mind 
of man. | 

America, ſay the friends of this argument, is repreſented 
in England; that is, the name of repreſentation is hekl out, 
while no eſſential quality of repreſentation is preſerved, The 
repeal of the ſtamp act, however, put an end to this ſolemn 
mockery of every appearance of common ſenſe and common 
juſtice; virtual repreſentation was given up; and the next 
year a more rational, though an equally unjuſt claim, was 
ſet up, the curious diſtinction between internal and external 
taxation, The ſupremacy of this country, the monopoly 
of the trade of America, were to be ſecured ;5 but by what 
means? By port-duties, for the purpoſe of raifing a reve- 
nue. Here, it is plain, the principle was the ſame, though 
the mode was varied, Who could fay, if you laid on one 
duty, and it had been acquieſced in, but you might lay on 
a hundred, and that to any extent, and on what commodi 
ties you pleaſed? The principle of both was equally erro- 
neous ; no alternative remained, but that the colont: s ſhould 
tax themſelves, or be ſlaves. Theſe, he ſaid, were his ſen 
timents from the beginning, as well when he had the honout 
of a ſeat in the other Houſe, as now, and he ſhout die! 
them. He was conſcious that they were equally jut, ex 
pedient, and conſtitutional. I proteſt, ſays he, 1 have ated 
throughout uprightly, to the beſt of my judgment; and 
appeal to God for the ſincerity of my declarations, to who 
T hold myſelf accountable for my public as well as privat 
conduct, 

The Engliſh conſtitution binds no man, farther than b 
his own confent ; and I fairly apply the argument to legiſla 
tion as well as taxation. His Lordſhip, from ſpeculatiy 
reaſoning, adverted to facts; and ſhewed, in a variety e 
inftances, the cruelty, folly, injuſtice, and even irreligio 
conduct of miniſters. Theſe ſeveral charges he maintatnet 
by a retrotpett to their ſeveral meaſures, Amongſt the mo 
leading of thoſe, were the acts of coercion, paſſed duri! 
the four laft ycars; and, as the epitome of the whole, th 
infamous bili the Quebec act, by which the bloody and ſenk 
lets ſuperftitions of the church of Rome were eſtabliſned! 


** 


Par- o wide an extent of the Bri 1ſh empire; and our proteſtan* 
who colonies, as it were, hemmed in on every ſide by a people 


But 
er 18 
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mind 


nimical to them on account of religion. This preference 
ren to ſtrangers and Papiſts, who, * the act alluded to, 
were rendered rivals to them, though no other provocation 
had been given, was ſufficient, in his opinion, to alienate 
tic affections of the colomes from the prrent ſtate ; but it 


tel mas no more than a leading feature in that ſyſtem of deſpo- 
he im, introduced into our counſels ſince the commencement 

r the prefent reign. A ſyſtem deſigned to procure ſubmiſ- 
lemn = 5 


fon in every inftaace in which executive government was 
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ers, and all made ſubſervient to the will of the governors, 
wt the happineſs, proſperity, or confidence. of the govern- 
l. Abſolute ſupremacy, and abſolute ſubmiſhon, were the 
great objects of the reigning politics for ſome years paſt; 
bat, thank God! that ſyſtem, however ſeemingly perma- 
bent, was at the eve of a ſudden diſſolution. Its fate was 
n the point of being determined! and while he was up, he 
would not avoid congratulating their Lordihips and his coun- 
ty, that in the midſt of their diſtrets and calamity, they 
bad that conſolation to reflect, that the refiſtance of Ame= 
ica would be the great means of prolonging thoſe national 
berties which, in point of conſtitutional effect, though not 
jt form, had been nearly exſtinguiſhed, and muſt in the 
nd have been overthrown, but for the exalted virtues and 
teroic ſpirit of their brethren on the other fide of the At- 


ex by „ . = . 
' itic, He did not riſe to make a perſonal attack upon mi- 
acteq | V f 
—lters, He lamentcd the cauſe of his riſing in ſome parti- 
and | 2 TM OY 
lars as much as any noble Lord preſent, Miniſters, he 


who 


m_— relumed, may have been deluded or miſled themſelves. He 


proached none. If ſome had acted from motives of pride 
r falſe ambition, he did not accule nor in:ult them in their 
tal ſchemes of folly ; they were ſufficienily humbled ; 
de had had a fall, If any had conceived high expeQa- 
ons of conqueſt, it was needleſs to remind them that they 
ad ingloriouſly failed. And if revenge was the great mo- 
ye of their conduct, even the very perſons whom they had 
Weavoured to exterminate or lead in chains, muſt pity them 
their preſent humiliating mortified ſtate, ſuing for par- 
n at the foot of a triumphant enemy; if it was not rather 
jult puniſhment for having ſuffered fo black a pathon to 
one of the leading motives of their conduct. On the 
ule, he thought, that the conceſſions now made, confider- 
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Duke of 
Richmond. 


He was convinced, that nothing ſolid was intended; tha 


| were to be the real negociators, or the inſtructors of tho 
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ing the inglorious circumſtances which accompanied them 
would terminate as ineffectually towards procuring reconci 
liation, as they were every way diſgraceful. 

Duke of Richmond called upon ſome of the King's ſervants 
to explain to the Houſe the reaſons of their filence, anc 
why they had abandoned all their former high-founding 
terms of the ſupremacy of Parliament, and unconditiona 
ſubmiſſion, and now came to ſue to America for peace 
Such a filence, he obſerved, was unprecedented in the annal 
of Parliament. 

Earl of Sf replied, that he did not hear any thing ſpe 
cially urged againft the bills; when he did, it would be 
time enough for him to combat the objection. 

Duke of Richmond roſe a gain, he faid, to deprive the nohl 
Earl of the benefit of this a ology. He had little more ex 
pectations of peace being effected by the preſent bills, that 


from any of the preceding meaſures adopted by miniſters 


the bills were framed with a defign to divide America on on 
fide, and to keep up appearances with thoſe who ſupportec 
the meaſures of government here at home. He did not af 
ſert this on any vague, ipeculative imagination, that mini 
ſters, though they had changed their meaſures, ſtill retained 
their former ſentiments ; he reaſoned from the bills them 
ſelves. The preamble of the commiſſioners bill was th 
ſtrongeſt evidence of the truth of what he aſſerted, | 
ſaid, that all the troubles had originated in mifrepreſenta 
tion——of what? Of the very doctrines contained in th 
bill itſelf, which maintained the ſupremacy of this countr 
in its fulleſt extent. He ſaid, though there exiſted no othe 
objection to the meaſure, the veſting in the crown the ap 
pointment of the commiſſioners was ſufficient to defeat ti 
whole icheme, allowing government to be perfectly f:ncere 
It was ridiculous, in this inſtance, to ſeparate the crow 
from miniſters ; they were ſynonimous terms. Who the 


who would be appointed to negociate * Moſt affuredly tho 
very miniſters who had been the perſecutors and oppreſiot 
of America! Was it probable, then, that the America! 
would treat, or hold any communication with commifhone 
thus inſtructed? If any man could believe it, he pitied l 
credulity, Can the Americans expect juſtice or good fait 
from the very perſons who had heaped upon them the mo 
unheard- of cruelties, and unprecedented oppreſſions 1 

1 F BOO 


n. BATES 


bl ated with a perfidy unparalleled, and with an inſolence 
not to be endured. 

The Duke read the declaration of American Independence 
the Congrets ; and after commenting on it paragraph 
bj paragraph, appealed to miniſters, whether they meant to 
mcede the ſeveral points therein jet forth, or ſubſcribe to 
the oeneral afſertions therein contained? This declaration 
ferted, that the King was a tyrant ; complained that troops 
al been tent and quartered among them without their con- 
{nt ; that the admiralty courts were a grievance ; that acts 
kpending tho:e of their reſpective aſſemblies had been paſ- 
& in the Britiſh Parliament; that the King having acted 
rnonically, they had juſtly withdrawn themſelves from his 
legiance ; that the judges enjoy ing their offices during plea- 
ire, were thereby rendered dependent on the crown, &. 
u ſhort, his Grace, at the end of every ſentence, put the 
weſtion to miniſters, whether in any, all, or which in- 
farce, they would inſtruct their commiſſioners to aſſent, 


knowledge, or ratity, on the Part of the King and Parli- 
te nent, thote ſeveral aflertions and claims, 5 
aAfter condemning that part of the declaration, which 


handed the King as a ty:an!, for whole virtues, he ſaid, he 
neMentertained the higheſt opinion, his Grace proceeded to ſhew 
be reaſons why {o indecent and diſreſpectul a language was 
opted by the Congreſs. This was no other but the very 
Improper and unconſtitutional uſe which had been made of 


ata e King's name from the beginning, and previous to the 
three unhappy conteſt. He affirmed this was evident, in 
tr ost every ſingle meaſure which miniſters thought fit to 
theWlopt. Out of a great number, he ſhould ſelect two, and 


bbmit to their Lordſhips, whether the charge was well 
dunded. The firſt was in the circular letter, written by 
ere noble Lord at the head of the American department, 


ovWeted Whitehall, 13th of May, 1769 [Lord Hillſborough] 
then which that noble Lord, in behalf of himſelf and the 
hotter members of the cabinet, promiſed not in the name of 


be Parliament, but in that of the King: His Majeſty's 
reſent adminiſtration—bis Majeſty's preſent ſervants—his 
calWlajeſty relies upon your prudence and fidelity it is his 
gety's intention, &c, that no further taxes for the pur- 
ele of raiſing a revenue ſhall be laid on the colonies.” 
ali lere, ſays his Grace, the King's word was ſpecially pledg- 
moe for what he could not conſtitutionally perform, It wag 
wit competent to the King to lay on, or remit any tax; when 
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therefore the promiſe came to be performed, the colonie 


head of the American department, had the modeſty himſel 


leſs advantageous to them than to us. The experience of th 
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looked to their Sovereign for the performance of it; but mi 
niſters having ſhifted, by to doing rendered themicIves fur 
ther irreſponſible ; and this may account in ſome meaſure foi 
the very improper and unbecoming language which pervadey 
the whole performance I have been reading. Again, in con 
ſequence of the ſame circular letter, in which is containe 
this remarkable expreſſion, to the feveral governors, “ Thi 
King truſts to a full and explicit explanation of his ſenti 
ments;“ what did Lor! Botciourt tell the council and houſe 
of aſſembly of the colony of Virgin a, in ſupport of the pro 
mites contained in the taid letter? Nothing leis than © That 
hrs Majeſty would rather forfeit his crown, than keep it b 
decent.” | 

After afferting, that his Majeſty had loft the affection of 
his Amerrcan ſubjects, by the 1nfole:t, daring, perfidious, and 
unconſtitutional language of miniſters, he ſaid he would ſtate 
2 remarkable, and une xampled inſtance of the temerity 0 
ene of them. He ſaid, the journals of the Houſe would be thi 
moſt undoubted documents in proof of what he was about t 
tate. It was on the 18th of May, 1770, when the ver 
ſame adminiftration as that which now directed the affairs en 
this country were in power, that he moved feveral reſolutions 
expreſſing a cenſure of the fame noble Lord | Lord Hillſbo 
rough] and that on the very ſpecific ground, chiefly, which he 
had now ſtated. What was the conduct of the noble Lord 
Very different indeed from that of the noble Earl at the headhſ® 
of the admiralty [Lord Sandwich] on a recent occaſion ! 
He did not delire, as that noble Earl did, the friendly aid oi"? 
his noble friend | Lord Gower] to do what his own delicac) 
would not permit him, that of moving the previous queſtion 
to get rid of the reſolutions. No, the noble Earl then at the 


to move an adjournment, | 
His Grace ſaid, as to the whole meaſure, he feared i 
would miſcarry, for the reaſons already aſſigned. This being 
his opinion, if his advice was taken, he would recommend te 
withdraw the troops. America ſtill retained an affection fo 
this country. He had great reaſon to believe, that it woll 
be the intereſt of the colonics to give us a preference in poil 
of commerce. Such a comme:cial intercourſe would be 1 


laſt two or three years ſhewed, they could not do without the 
Britifh commodities ; they had them, though ous 
ED 2 cha 


— 


178. rn | 
Lnmels; and one of the moſt intelligent merchants in the 


Mr. Glover] aſſured him, that whether friends or ene- 
ies, hey could not ſupp:y themſelves with ſcveral of the 


the intereſt of both countries to live on terms of amity. 


wance of the war, he would recommend to declare Ame- 
a independent, becauſe he feared we mult conſent to it at 
t; however, if it was the ſenile of the Houle, that the ex- 


welties ſhe had ſuffered, and the injuries ſhe had ſuſtained, 
that ſhe ſhould make a commercial treaty with France in 
reference to England, cven in that cate, he would much ra- 
er withdraw the troops, and leave that country to act ac- 
ding to its own pleaſure, than continue the war, in order 


ous counſels. 


rer uſed the King's name in an mproper, unconſtitutional 
anner; he appealed in particular to the letter now mention- 
„ and begged it might be read. It was read by the clerk. 
e complained how cruelly and unjuſtly he had been attack- 
I; and appealed to their Lordſhips, whether there was a 
ole paſſage in that letter, which could juſtify the imputa- 
bn thrown upon him by the noble Duke, of his mentionin 

Ie meaſures propoled by the King's ſervants, as ſolely the 
ng's meaſures, or perionally ateribable to him. He never 
ſhed, he ſaid, to ſhelter his opinions or conduct, as a mi- 


a0 
on ter, behind the name of a Kivg. Thoſe who acted with 
tn knew the contrary. If any doubt remained, relative to 


e fair interpretation of that letter, its true comment muſt 
the King's ſpeech, which accompanied it, and was incloſed 
lit. In that his Majeſty's ſentiments, relative to the affairs 
America, were laid open; and it could hacdly be ſuppoſed, 
at miniſters would, or that governors dare pledge them- 
hes, for any meaſure contradictory to that ſpeech, 

His Lordſliip then turned his attention immediately to the 
tion, He affirmed, he never entertained a ſecond opi- 
Mm reſpecting America. Ile always thought, and ſhould 
er think,” that the fupretne power of the empire was veſted 
the legiſlature of this country ; and if a difference of opi- 
on, upon the principle of thoſe bills, ſhould cauſe a divi- 
ſion, 


recover what we had loſt by our own imprudence and per- 


mnoditics.they wanted, ſo well elſewhere, It was certain- 


his advice were taken, ſooner than hazard a farther con- 


ment of treaty ſhould be tried, he had no objection. If, 
3 the other hand, America ſhoald prove implacable for the 


Earl of Hiliſborough faid, that the noble Duke had made a Earl of 
onal attack upon him, by no means well founded. He Hi» 


reugb. 
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| 1 of concealing it. ¶ Suppoſed to mean the treaty rc 
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ſion, he ſhould give one more proof that he had not deſerei 

94: # rea ; | , ech ee 
his principles. e ſaid, nothing but neceflity could juſti 

the preſent bills, and that too of ſuch a nature, as cauſe 


cently ſigned by France and America.] He had every rea 
to think that adminiſtration had not deſerted their principle 
though they had changed their meaſures ; and that while the 
propoſed the preſent, they propoſed them with ſhame, The 
bluſhed when they found themſelves compelled, as it were 
to adopt them, and that from reaſons which, perhaps, coul 
not be properly or ſafely declared. He bluſhed himſelf, na 
more, he felt for the honour of his much- injured countryMMſhc 
which had, on the preſent occaſion, felt this the moſt d 
raceful day ſhe ever experienced. On the whole, howevellliflder 
duch as the bills were, he ſhould not oppcſe them, unleſst 
mere queſtion of principle ſhould come into diſcuſſion, an 
bring on a diviſion ; becauſe, be our misfortunes what the 
may, which he chietly attributed to a want of alacrity, mar 
Ls and deciſion of the miniſters, he would rather confid 
in the preſent miniſters than any other. 00K 
Duke of Richmond contended, that the firſt paſſage in in 
circular letter perſonally referred to the King, as an indie. 
dual diſtinguiſhed from his ſervants ; and when the intention 
of the King's miniſters, of not meaning to lay further tax 
for the purpoſe of raifing a revenue, and to repeal ihe port d 
ties upon commercial principles follow, the King's ſervan 
are therein deſcribed as only acting by the order, and und 
the influence of their Sovereign ; but if any doubt remaine 
of the true import and political conſtruction of the ſpeech a 
verted to by the noble Lord and the letter, the private it 
ſtructions which accompanied both might be eafily gueſſ 
by that paſſage in Lord Botetourt's ſpeech to the council a 
houſe of burgeſſes of the province of Virginia, where 
' Lordſhip, as the repreſentative of his royal maſter, tel 
them, that his Majeſty would rather forſeit his crown, thi 
keep it by deceit.” It was therefore the deluſion and dect 
of miniſters, which the Congreſs in their declaration of i- 
dependence, miſtakenly imputed to the King. It was upt 
this ground that his Majeſty was firſt dethroned from the il 
minion he held over their hearts and affections. This was! 
circumſtance on which, he preſumed, more than any oth 
the people of America withdrew their allegiance, If mi 
ſters had acted cruelly, if Parliament. had acted oppreſſivel 
the right of the crown could never have come into __ 
: . * - 4 ve 


A 1778. „„ T_ E:$' 


jerſy. The fartheſt they ever pretended to go, was to ſay, 
Ke ſhall readily ſubmit to be governed by the ſame King, 


o government we cannot controul,” They took the matter 
p upon principles of genuine Whiggiſm, as diſtinguiſhed 
m Toryiſm. The Tories of 1688 ſaid, the King had ab- 
lezted; the Whigs, that he had deſerted his crown, and 
jereby left the people at liberty to eſtabliſh what form of go- 
jernment they pleaſed. So, in the preſent inſtance, as ſoon as 
de King made war upon the whole body of his ſubjects in 
Imerica, they began to reaſon like the Whigs of England. 
They ſaid, though unjuſtly, that he was a tyrant ; that he 
ud deſerted the government, and forfeited his dominion over 
them as ſovereign, and that of courſe they were at liberty to 
uſtitute another in its ſtead. | 155 

Earl of Suffolk anſwered the point of inconſiſtency, charged 


in relation to the preſent bills. He ſaid, it was a new doctrine 
politics, which was ſuppoſed to bind a man to the ſame 
odu@t in all poſſible ſituations. He always underſtood that 
niniſters, indeed all men, ſuited and ſhaped their conduct to 
ircumſtances, events and exigences. Were it otherwiſe, no 
perſon whatever would be a free agent; he would, indeed, 
vlſeſs the powers of diſcrimination and judgment to no pur- 
ſe, if he was forbid the exerciſe of them, and only permit- 
x to retain the liberty of acting wrong. The noble Duke's 
Kaeral argument certainly went to this, or it meant nothing. 
le was free to acknowledge that he once entertained a very 
lferent opinion from the meaſures now offered to their Lord- 
lips! confideration, He thought, as we had a right, ſo we 
bould have exerciſed the right of every ſpecies of govern- 


i that right, we were juſtified in compelling the colonies to 
nowledge it. He had every reaſon to think, that as we 
u the means of compulſion, the iſſue of the diſpute would 
we been correſpondent to thoſe means. He was convinced 


Jan, in ſome inſtances, and concede, than perſiſt in it; yet 
ball this he could perceive no contradiftion ; circumſtances 


wſe he firſt acted upon, he ſtill thought them right; and 
n muſt have ſucceeded, had it not been from ſorne un- 
Nee. 00% * "i 


yl 


ht we will be bound by no laws which we do not conſent to, 


Earl of 
0 him and the reſt of the King's ſervants by the noble Duke, Suffolke 


ental controul over America, —— in maintenance 


w, that it was every _ more wiſe to depart from this 
a 


u materially changed, and ſo had his opinion: but as to 


u willing to believe the meaſures adopted in conſequence of 
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toward .accitients and eircumſtances that could neither 
Yoreſeen, preuented, nor provided againſt, 
Much had been ſaid, and it had been ſtrongly relied upꝗ 
in debate, that America would fpurn the offers held out 
whoſe bills. For his part, he was of a very different opinie 
He had the moſt undoubted and authentic information, t 
the Americans were in the greateſt diſtreſs, and would then 
fore embrace any reaſonable propoſitions of peace and ciy 
neourity. Rut ſuppoſing the worſt, that the colonies ſhoy 
zefuſe to troat, he could aſſure their Lordſhips, that this: 
tion ad ſtill great · and powerful reſources in men and money 
and the truſted, a ſpirit equal to the maintaining of 'the 
—— and che — of their honour againſt every pon 
kind, who dared to with-hold one, or inſult ü 
other. 1 ſo far agreed with the noble Duke, that the ca 
ceffions in-the bills were not intended to go ſo far as to co 
.cede the dependency of the colonĩes on Great Britain; for 
the former perſiſted in their claim of independency, he eo 
aſſure his Grace, it would never be admitted. 
Earl Ten- Eatl Temple ſaid, he came down to exproſs bis higheſt 
Pie. dignation and contempt of the meaſure contained in they 
ſent bills; eſpecially the commiſſioners act, which, he fa 
WAS 2 pretended copy of that, for impowering ahe Crow 
in the reign of Queen Anne, to :appoint Commiſſones i 
pany relative to an union between both kingdoms (Engl. 
and Scotland But what was the tenor and ſpirit of the 
now on the table? Why, the powers of the commiffiose 
were deſmed; the terms were proclaimed; the point in if 
Was given up; taxation epreſsly, and ſupremacy by imp 
ation; and upon hat grounds? Before we know 'thatt 
other party would even ſo much as treat, you tell Ameri 
your terms; you give them up foi much. oertain; vou enco 
trage them to ſooł for more. Will chey not at leaſt hold y 
to your *pramile'? Are they not at liberty to inſiſt for 
much as they pleaſe? And even if the fate of war :thouWco: 
after a long and ruinous conteſt, declare in our favour, 
not you, las a matter of right, bound: your firſt engay 
ment? What was juſt, fair, and equimable, can never cha 
its nature; to 1 7 your plan, you leave ! 
rica to demand any thing dhe may think proper, nd b! 
vaourſelves, 'thould' — . , to fight, not for i 
rights, uchich are already giwen up in this 3 i 
ever America may chuſe to ak. Hs Lordfhip content 
0 ſimilar inftance exiſtod in the 9 of * 
2 
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[he bills carried with them certain ruin to this country; or 
ne merely meant to deceive the other. On the other hand, 
ommiſſioners were armed, with full powers to treat, with- 
t diſcloſing the real intentions of Parliament, offers might 
indifferently made, and each party having agreed on cer- 
in fundamental points, might then, after conſulting their 
gcipals, be armed with new and ſufficient powers to bring 
e treaty to. a fair and full concluſion. He was againſt the 
lia point of principle; but even if he were not, this mode 
bpted, of informing thoſe with whom you were to treat, 
th the great outlines of your plan, was a. ſufficient. reaſon 
th him for giving the bill his moſt hearty. negative. What 
r the real diſpoſition of the Houſe might be, he could. 
tell: but whether or not a diviſion ſhould take place, he 
i& this, opportunity of acquainting their Lordſhips, that. 
had. called upon. a noble friend of his that morning, who, 
he laſt act of his political life, learning he was coming, 
un, gave him his proxy, and defired he might give it 
unſt the bill. The noble Lord to whom he alluded, he 
6 was Lord Milton. 

His Lordſhip ſaid, he believed America had aimed. at in- 
endency from the beginning. It was not an idea taken 
on a light and indigeſted opinion; he had from the com- 
cement of our differences entertained it. He was aſ- 
xd by. an honourable relation of his, now deceaſed the 

t Mr. Grenville] and he knew it to be fo, that he applied 
be people of America through the channel of their friends, 
he city, to aſſiſt in what manner might prove agreeable to, 
n, towards relieving this country from a proportionate: 
re of the burdens, according to their means which had. 
n neceſſarily incurred in defending them in the courſe of 
late war, previous to his propoſing the ſtamp act: hut. 
ſeveral communications and letters on the ſubje& be- 
en the perſons. concerned, the colgnies abſolutely, refuſed: 
entribute,, in any manner, a ſingle ſhilling. He had. 
ther ſtrang reaſon to confirm him in. the ſame! way of 
ling, that was, the pointed' obſervations contained in the 
Co to Monſieur Montcalm, which, _— boar 

of iction, more than hypothetical. reaſoning. 
obſerved, — the authenticity of thoſe letters had been, 
'duputed-z but he could affirm, that he ſaw them in ma- 
pt, among the papers of a; miniſter now deceaſed, long, 
Ire they made. their appearance in print, and at a time when, 
RI ** in the contemplation of * 
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284 PARLIAMENTARY A. 1» 
few perſons indeed. His Lordſhip, after imputing to a4 
miniſtration every miſchief and evil, which folly, igno 
Tance, temerity, and poltroonery, were capable of effect 
ing, charged them directly, in the preſent inſtance, wit 
downright impoſition, He aſked them, what poſſible goo! 
could reſult from the preſent bills, if what was general 
ly, nay univerſally, believed without doors was true? H 

ould not have mentioned it, but that as Parliament ha 
been all along led blindfolded, and that what he was about t 
advert to might have eſcaped, or not fallen under ſome e 
their Lordſhips' obſervation, or perhaps been diſeredited, 
not coming properly authenticated. He meant the famoy 
manifeſto iſſued by the American agents in France in D 
cember, 17976, in which they ſpecially declare themſelve 
independent of Great-Britain, renounce all future connexio 
with us, and inform the ſeveral ſovereign powers in Europe 
particularly thoſe of France, Spain, Germany and Prüſſt 
that they intended to ſend ambaſſadors, as free and indepen 
dent ſtates, and hold out to them, as an encouragemen 
"thoſe general advantages which may be derived from a com 
merce to be carried on with a mercantile and trading peopk 
and the reciprocal intereſt» ariſing from ſuch an -intercourk 
He aſked the miniſters. if they knew any thing of this publ 
declaration and invitation? And no anſwer being returnec 
he obſerved, that he was convinced miniſters were better ac 
quainted with the Book of Numbers, than the Book of Wi 
dom. His Lordſhip, after condemning miniſters for raifi 
the ſpirit of the nation, relative to the new levies, and lettir 
it down by this diſgraceful meaſure, which, he ſaid, went! 
throwing this country, its Parliament, and the people 
large, at the feet of the congreſs' deputies, Meſſrs. Frank 

and Deane, repreſented miniſters, as in the act of doing h( 
mage to thoſe perſonages in ſack-cloth and aſhes. The prele 

bills, ſays he, are ſo diſgraceful in every point in which the 

are to be viewed, that venit ſumma dies may now be unhapp 

y applied to the glory of this country. The late Lord Grat 

ville predicted that ſuch a day would come: but nothit 

hort of the moſt rooted folly, and the moſt abject coward 
in miniſters, could have accelerated it ſo rapidly, or broug 
it ſo near. With regard to the right of Great-Britai 
exact a revenue from America, I never entertained a dos 
of it, nor that the colonĩes ſecretly looked forward to ine 
pendency. The letters I have already alluded to prove it 

M ridienlous tharefore to argue, that America had! * 
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ew, till compelled to it by the rigour of this country, On 
de whole, his Lordſhip, predicted, that the preſent bills, if 
ed, would prove ineffectual. The commiſſioners who 
vit d act under them would be treated with contempt; and 
oo de national character would be additionally diſgraced. 
While he reprobated the puſilanimity and obſtinacy of admi- 
uſtration, he lamented, he ſaid, the fallen condition of this 
wuntry; reduced, in their hands, to make a public offer 
tt et terms, without knowing whether thoſe terms would be 
e tecepted ; men who had ſhewn to the whole world they 
rere incapable of conducting a war; and were now prepar- 
ng to give another proof of their incapacity, by ook = 
they do not know how to make peace. | Es 
Biſhop of Peterborough. After aſſuring the Houſe, that he pp. of Pe- 
ria ud determined, while meaſures of coercion were purſued, terborcugh. 
op not to trouble their Lordſhips again with the vain repetition - 
of his objections; he added, but ſolicitous as I have ever been 
xn for reconciliation, upon the beſt terms, which from time to- 
cn time could be had with America; I cannot but congratulate. } 
only your Lordſhips on this concurrence of our ſentiments, that 
peace with our colonies is acknowledged to be according to 
the expreſſion of a noble Lord [Lord Suffolk] in office, 
highly proper, at leaſt, if not, as another noble Earl, — 
ne Hillſborough ] a friend to adminiſtration, declares, abſolutely 
008 neceſſary. N e | 
It nevertheleſs appears to me, there is but too much reaſon 
to apprehend, that the wiſdom which our experience has 
purchafed a: the price of ſo much blood & treaſure, may ſtill 
prove abortive, from the vain imagination, that America, 
arcumſtanced as ſhe is now, will be induced to treat at all, 
while the ſword is drawn againſt her, & while the terms of 
union, are, after the commiſſioners ſhall have approved 
tiem, to be till left ſubject to the controul of parliament: 
It was this claim of parliament to judge of the ſufficiency 
PR of the contributions, which principally cauſed the former 
ra propoſitions to be rejected; and while the leaſt uncertainty. 
rmains, whether the conceſſions mutually agreed upon, will 
nally be ſatisfactory & concluſive; I cannot ſee how it is 
naſonable to expect, that there can be, on the part of Ame-- ** 
- * that degree of confidence, which is the only foundation = 
A peace. 48 «7649 ob 8 n 
I ſubmit theſe doubts to your Lordſhips' conſideration, on | 
i ſuppoſition, that America is not yet formally connected 4A 
ith France: ſhould that be the caſe, as a noble Duke * „ 
8 0 = 


Cmartben. was hemoured with a 
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of Grafton} has aſſurtid us it. is; at deliberation on theſe pro- 
paditions, is, L fear, vain and nugatory : the circumſtances of 
our fituation call your attention to matters of more imme. 
diate concern; nov is the queſtion, whether we ave to give 
up all hopes of regaiaing America by the ſword, but how 
we are to get our troops back again in ſafety. | 
But, if haply, America is flill at liberty to treat with us, 
the only way of doing it effectually is to acquire her confi 
dence, by giving her firſt every teſtimony of our own. ls it 
le to expect the will conſent. to ſuch a peace, as we may 
think honourable, unleſs ſhe is firſt convinced, we no longer 
mew. hoftihties > = 
The propoſitions, worded: as they are, mean to imply 2e- 
knowledgment of Great-Britain's ſupremacy. A noble Eail 
has faid, that the Americans do virtually renounce their indæ- 
pendence, if they conſent at all to treat with the commiſſio- 
ners I cannot, therefore, but obſerve, that theſe propoſitions 
do-at the fame time admit, that independence is not (as it has 
bern often aſferted: to be) the general and main object of 
America. = | 
I am indeed perſuaded, that it was not ſo: from the begin- 
ning; and I do firmly believe, that there is ftill ainong thoſe 
defcendants. of Engliſtimen, attachment enough ſtill left to 
the-ftock from whence they ſprung, not anly to make them 
with for reunion, but diſpoſe them likewiſe to conſult the ho- 
nourand dignity of their mother country, if haply they were 
convinced, that ſhe neither means to deceive them at preſent, 
or opprets them for the future. | 
Lord Osborne [ Marquis of Carmarthen]: ſaid, ſoon after he 
— the other Houſe, where a dutiful 
1nd bang nted by a reſpectable colony, it was re- 
wich —_— —— to — a 2 _ and 
aſperity very unbecommyg the dignity and wifdom of ſo re- 
e was a perition from the province of New- Vork, forthe 
repeal of the tea duty. | 
He ſaid he thought the-prefent bills well ſuited to produce 
the effecta expeted frum them. Every material objectionto 
meme tins country were removed. _— was re · 
linqui farther than it depended. on the duty and genero- 
ſity of the Americans themſelves. On the other hand, the 
ſopremacy of this country was afſerter}, and would, if accom- 
modatiow took place, be preſerved. The onby colour of av 
objeElion. to the bills was, what had been ſtated by — 
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Duke in the blue ribbon Grafton] early in the day, that a trea- 
ty ol ſome kind of commerce or alliance, or both, had been en- 
ted into by the Congreſs delegates and the French court; 
but even though this report ſhould prove true, he did not yet 
deſpair but America would quit her former engagements, and 
return to her native country. | | 


gninſt the bills. — 


tim, re ſpecting the part he took about the peerage of the 
northern part of this kingdom. He ſaid, though the noble 
Duke's attempt to reſeue the Scotch peerage from the yoke of 


failed of ſucceſs, he had every reaſon to expect that the ſteady 
ad truly patriotic endeavours of his Grace would one day 
xevail fo far, as to cover the inſolent authors of this uneen- 
fitutional ſyſtem with ſhame and diſgrace. His Lordfhip 
then proceeded, to confider the bills in two points of view, 
in both of which, he ſaid, they were defective, and proceeded 


to {ſaving no other alternative for us to embrace but approving 
m em, or ſuffering America to render herſelf independent; 
-e other, the means propoſed of preventing the latter part 
re the alternative from taking effecl. 


On the firſt of thoſe, he ſaid, he would never conſent that 
nerioa ſnould be independent. The idea he ever entertain- 
«of the connection between both countries was, that they 
mould have one friend, one enemy, one purſe, and one 
nord; and that Great-Britain ſhould ſuperintend the inte- 
is of the whole, as the great controuling power. That 
th countries ſhould have but one will, though the means of 
apreſfing this will might be different, diſtin, and varied. 
econtended, all this might have been procured not long 
nee; and he till retained firong hopes that it could be af- 


co Wtted, and that too without meaſures of blood. It was 
e optional, and ſtill poſſible ; and he would never adopt 
cs WY) (cheme which would: go to diflever our colonies from us; 
0-25 ſoon as that event ſhould take place, then, added hie 

be hip emphatically, the ſun of Great- Britain was ſet, ant 


t the endependency of America was agreed to by our government { 


Earl of Doncaſter | Duke of Bucekugh] ſpoke a few words Duke _ 
: e 

Lord Mycombe | Earl of Shelburne] referred, in a compli- Earl of 

mentary ſtile, to the upright noble Duke who ſpoke before Sbelburne. 


niniſterial deſpotiſm, under which ſtill it groans, had hitherto, 


pon wrong principles. The firſt was, the implied, though - 
dat the avowed motives for adopting the preſent meaſure, as . 


 ould.no longer be a power ful or reſpectable people, the moment 


ele terms, he aflerted, the Congreſs would have agreed to 
P'S” | 85 a very 
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a very ſhort time ſince, and he had hopes they might Mill 
obtained. He reprobated treaties of commerce, as the mo 
ridiculous things in the world ; ſhewing, by a great variet 
of hiſtorical precedents, that thoſe which had at the time g 
making them been deemed the wiſeſt, had always failed, an 
turned out to no effect whatever: there was a little diff 

rence, he declared, between treaties of commerce and laws 
trade. The latter were ſtable, and always worth attending ic 
He adviſed miniſters eternally to hold this diſtinction in thei 

minds, and never to give up the navigation act. Upon th 

ſubject of treaties, he inſtanced the famous one made wit 
Fortugal in the year 1703, and negotiated by Mr. Methu 

our then ambaſſador at that court; ſaid it was hardly rat 
fed, when it began to be broke or evaded; till at length it 
dwindled to almoſt nothing: he had taken great pains whil 

in office himſelf to inforce it; but he found it was imprac 
ticable; or, if practicable, it would not be worth th 
trouble. Trade and commerce between independent ſtate 
of different intereſts, would not be reſtrained ; they woul 
of courſe fall into their natural channels, in ſpite of ever 

attempt to give them a different or artificial directio 
Trade laws were of quite a different nature; they we 
ſolemn compacts, in which the intereſts of the contr 
ing parties, were reciprocal, and founded on the fame b 
ſis. Such were the connections between all ſtates : 
their colonies: and ſuch were the obligations of intere 

and good faith, for a faithful performance of ſuch compatt: 
Among the firſt of theſe, and the foundation of all the reit 

he ranked the trade laws paſſed in the reign of Charles ti 
Second, which united the commercial intereſts of the who 
Britiſh Empire That could never be, in his opinion, equl 
tably, nay, wiſely broken. It was judiciouſly framed forth 
advantage of the ſeat of empire, and its ſeveral dependen 
cies; and, if ever diſſolved, would, in all probability, term 
nate in the ruin of the parties concerned. After his Lord 
ſhip. had very fully explained his ſentiments, on this part 
his ſubject, even ſhould we be fo unlucky as not to ſucceed! 
regaining the confidence of America, let it be: rememberc 
that one time when the throne of England was vacant, al 
the executive power was in the hands of an uſurper, at a till 
too when 'Scotland was divided from England, this count 
was in ſo flouriſhing a ſtate, that every European pow 
courted her friendſhip and alliance, and there were fix . 


ſeven hundred thouſand pounds in the treaſury. Ireland t 5 
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m 2 alſo equally flouriſhing. Henry, the uſurper's ſon 
41 * implicitly obeyed there, every part of the government 
dat kingdom had its proper effect, and the treaſury there 


this was the good ſenſe, the judgment, and the vigour of 


n his time conducted upon principles of juſtice, and not on 
rociples of corruption. At that glorious period, Denmark 
1 ws happy to ſtand on terms of amity with this country. 
eden ſued for an alliance with her. Holland courted 
xr friendſhip, and dreaded her power. Portugal ſought her 
lance and protection; and Spain and France alternately 
patended which of them ſhould ſtand higheſt in her favour. 

His Lordſhip expreſſed the ſtrongeſt ſentiments of diſap- 
wbation of every idea that tended to admit the indepen- 
kncy of America, 2 alluſions to ſuch an admiſſion 
had been dropped in the Houſe, even from perſons in office. 
ud e did not mean, that he never would agree to a connection 
ith the colonies as independent ſtates: circumſtances might 
ate a neceſſity for ſuch a ſubmiſſion, though they could not 
uify the folly or treachery of an adminiſtration, which 
hovld reduce him and the nation to ſo abject a ſituation : but 
te aſſerted, that when the day came, on which American in- 
kpendance ſhould be acknowledged by that Houſe, he truſt- 
na, that Houſe would, with one voice, call for juſtice on 
reſo: who ſhould be the occaſion of ſo fatal a neceſſity. _ 

His Lordſhip ridiculed the hope of gaining any thing from 


reffſWmerica by commercial alliances. Such alliances were found 


experience to be binding no longer than mutual intereſt 
nnefted the parties. The treaty, therefore, ſaid to be 
ned with France, had nothing in it to alarm us, unleſs the 
 thi_Wpnowledgment of independency ; but if the war was in- 
antly put an end to, and the confidence of the people a 
mi te reſtored to us, much might be hoped from the inclina- 
tons of people, having the ſame religion, the ſame lan- 
t Mage, the ſame relations, and interwoven intereſts with us. 
pelides, there were many cool, diſpaſſionate, and able men in 
red: Congreſs ; who, when they came to judge and looked for- 
yard to conſequences, it was extremely probable, that inde- 
ti dent of their attachment to the parent ſtate, and thoſe 
ther ſtrong motives of affection, they would _y perceive, 
et a connection with this country would be the 
c oF edvancing the intereſt of their own. But if every honeſt, 
Y virtuous means, which could now be ſuggeſted, for re- 


lo had ſeveral hundred thouſand pounds in it. The cauſe 


mind which Oliver Crom: vell poſſeſſed. Government was 
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ſtoring them to our empire, ſhould finally prove abortire 
we had in the late annals of our own varied a leflon « 
- hope [alluding to Lord Chatham's adminiſtration] whi 
ſhovld conſole us for the calamities which we now feel or an 
prehend, and will ſhew us, that under a brave adminiſtratio 
we may yet exiſt as an empire, nay, even flouriſh as we forme 
ly. did, without a connection with America. The ftrengt 
of the nation is powerful beyond conception, whilſt the pes 
ple have a confidence in the witdom and valour of their ruler 
His Lordſhip ſaid,” that peace at any rate was preferab 
to war; and fo far as thoſe bills went towards that object, 
would give them his aſſent: two of them, viz. that for u 
nouneing the taxation, and that for repealing the Mailach 
ſet's charter- act, he was ready to fupport ; but he would gi 
his negative to the bill for appointing commiſſioners, as 
thought it would be inefficacious; for the Congreſs, ſeein 
the deception intended by it, in authorifing the commiſſione 
to treat with ſeparate bodies of the people, and that its obe 
was to divide them, would never ſuffer them to advance froj 
the lines of their camp ; and the apprehenſion of their tern 
being afterwards receded from by parliament at the inſtane 
of a weak and deceitful adminiſtration would prevent eve 
ile good. RP 
77 this part of his argument, his Lordſhip ſtated the ot 
ſtacles America had to contend with, in cafe ſhe ſhould inf 
upon independence, and take meaſures accordingly ; provide 
we employed the means properly, which was yet in our powe 
He ſais, to the ſouthward we had the Floridas; to the nortl 
ward Nova Scotia, Canada, Newfoundland, and Cape B 
ton. In point of conqueſt, we were in poſſeſſion of Nen 
Vork, Rhode-Iſland, Staten-Iſland, Long-Iſland, befides t 
city of Philadelphia and its e virons. . confeſſed, all th 
did not held out any proſpect of conqueſt; but perhaps 
held out objects of a more ſubſtantial nature. We mig 
command the navigation of the rivers St. Laurence a 
Miſfiſſippi, and the communication of the Lakes. In {ul 
an event then as America proving refractory to all reatonal 
terms of conciliation, the command of their coaſts by {up 
rior fleets, and the occupying fuch parts in the interior coul 
try, as would beſt aniwer the keeping them in awe and alan 
and maintaining ſuch poſts, and opening ſuch neceſſary col 
munications as might be moſt conducive to our views, | 
thefe of coercion or conqueſt ; in all probability the colon 
. - would ſoon find themiclvcs compelled to break their tore! 
2 6 
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| WMaczcements, and feek our protection upon fair, conſtitutio- 
u, and ſecure grounds, To effect this, there ought to be 
tleaſt a well-found and complete army in Canada, of 12,000, 
Hillifax ought to be ſtrongly garriſoned, and ſufficient de- 
ences made to it as a place of arms, The troops ought to 
e recalied from Philadelphia, if they had not already made 
;fmilar exit from it to that they made from Boſton, where 
their ſtay can otherwiſe terminate only in ftarvation | al- 


abWdinz to Mr. Dundas's expreſſion] captivity or defeat. 
„reer pointing out what ought to be purſued, ſhould Ameri- 
19: prove averſe to reconciliation, he contraſted the cruel, ab- 
could, and ridiculous conduct of minifters. He ſaid he would 
guß er, nor could, attribute ſuch operations to the good ſenſe and 


umanity of Britiſh ſeamen, or Britiſh ſoldiers, He pre- 
med they had their inſtructions from hence. Marching, 
ncountermarching, embarkations, debarkations, fruitleſs expe- 
tions, de feats, depredations coaſt wiſe, burning of towns 
ad vitlages, employing foreign mercenaries, ſavages, ſcalping, 
cr mohawking, &c. He fail the war was conducted ſyftema- 
anically wrong from the outſet ; that inſtead of making war in 
font, by which means you left-the enemy at liberty to meet 
you when they thought proper, or retire into the interior 
wuntry, you ſhould have ſecured poſts in their rear; forced 
tem towards the ſea, and by that means have compelled them 
from time to time to deciſive engagements, | 
vo His Lordſhip then conſidered the bills in point of effect: 
wie aid, they clearly portended nothing but a continuation. of 
the war, upon the ſame deſtructive plan, the effuſion of more 
blood, and the waſte of more treaſure. He thought them 


nde, not to conciliate the colonies, Every plan of concilia- 
non, in ſuch hands, muſt fail. The claims ſupported by mi- 
titers were by this bill varied but in name. The preamble 
to the commiſſioners bill, the mode of appointing and in- 
fructing the commiſſioners, and reſerving both, and intruſt- 
ing the treaty to the very men wWho had (been the authors of 
all our misfortunes, were ſo many proofs that though mini- 
lerial language had changed, the ſyſtem had not.— His Lord - 
lip then condemned the ſhameful ſubſervieney of Parlia- 


office was pleaſed to diſtinguifh under the name of confiſten- 


[Lord North] comes down one day, -and tells Parliament, 
P p'2 « You 


s ufherery way infincere, and infidious, and only intended to di- 


con nent in their whole-condu@, which the noble Karl in high 
0! If, ſays his Lordſhip, the noble Lord in the other Houſe, 
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through this various ſcheme of monſtrous and abſurd politics, 


' favours, and conſequence, ſurrounded by his placemen, pen- 


own judgment, oppoted the will of their reſpective ſovereigns; 


ſuch was the high opinion they entertained of thoſe able and 


chearfully truft their lives and fortunes, and whatever they 


mitted without a diviſion. 
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& You ſhall have a revenue, not a pepper-corn, but a clear. 
ſubſtantial, productive revenue,“ the word flies through ever 
corner of the Houſe, Revenue !---Revenue I- -Revenue 
If, the next day, in all the fulneſs of ;miniſterial ſuprem. ey 
he days, No revenue; we muſt maintain the ſupremacy,” 
the //at inſtantly ſpreads. --Supremacy !--Supremacy !--Supre 
macy ! If again the conqueror of America tells his friends, that 
the revenue and ſupremacy are gone, and along with both, un 
conditioaal fabmiſfion ; thatweare no longer to fight but treat 
with one voice the haicyon tidings are echoed through, and 
reverberated againſt the hallowed walls--- Treat !---Treat! 
Treat !---Thus, peace or war, ſubmiſſion or no ſubmiſſion, 


ſupremacy or independency, revenue or no revenue, it is the 
ſame thing. with his Lordſhip and his followers. But if, 


chance or art ſhould bring about or produce any favourable 
circumſtance, his Lordſhip will once more appear enthroned 
in all the fulneſs of miniſterial majeſty, covered with graces, 


fioners, and contractors, ſupported by his myrmidons and court iſo 
janizaries; he will once more, I ſay, reſume his former high 
tone of command. | 

His Lordſhip proceeded to make ſeveral animadverſions 
on miniſters, whom he repreſented as the tools of their ſecret 
employers. This indiſcriminate acquieſcence, he ſaid, was 
extremely criminal, and called in the firſt inſtance, for public Wit 
reprehenſion; and he hoped in the end, would meet the re- 
ward it merited. He contraſted this tame ſubmiſſion, to 
every mandate they received, to the firm and manly con- 
duct of modern minifters, in countries deemed deſpotic; in 
the perſons of Count Kaunitz and the Duke of Choiſeul, 
who ſooner than break their words, or act contrary to their Wi: 


and ſuffered what, in the language of the court of Vienna 
and Verſailles, is termed being ditgraced ; but which in fact, 
was looked upon by their fellow ſubjects, in a very different 
light. Their characters were revered by the people; and 


upright miniſters, that if an occaſion ſerved, they would 


held moſt dear and valuable, to their care and protection. 
The queſtion was put; and the bills ordered to be com- 


Marth 


is. 8 
| March 6. | | | 

In committee on the American conciliatory bills, No 

tate,» Adjourned to the gth. 
March . 

Third reading of the American conciliatory bills, 

Farl of Abingaon ſaid, I have given no. obſtruction to theſe Earl of 
ills in their progreſs through the Houſe, becauſe whatever id. 
ears the name of conciliation with America, though it be 
rhadow, I am ready to catch at; and for the ſame reaſons 
meaning that they ſhould paſs] it is not now my intention 
divide the Houſe upon them; but, my Lords, as I am 
Imly perſuaded that theſe bills are no more than a continu- 
non of that deluſion which has brought this country to its 
reſent brink of ruin, and ſo far from obtaining the end 
wopoſed by them, that they are deſtructive of it, I riſe to 
ut my ſimple negative upon them, and will place my rea- 
bas for ſo doing upon the journals of the Houſe, And, 

M Lords, having ſaid this, I have only to add my congra- 
ations to your Lordſhips on the late miraculous conver- 


bon of Parliament to the true faith, Whiggiſm triumphant 
ner Tory iſm. Whig meaſures ingrafted on Tory prin- 


les. 
& Humano capiti cervicem pictor equinam 
& Fungere ft velit : riſum teneatts amici? 

But, my Lords, however pleaſed I may be with this Cen- 
nur not Fabulous, I fear the motives that have produced it 
we not of the moſt honeſt kind. I fear, my Lords, that it 
ka temporary facrifice only of principles to places, and that 
men the golden age is over, the iron age will return in its 
dom. This good, however, my Lords, it muſt produce, 
merican liberties are hereby confirmed, and put out of the 
ach of Tory diſturbance for the time to come. 

Marquis of Rockingham ſaid, the bills were inadequate, Marquis of 
ad muſt prove ineffectual. He ſaid, it had been a language Rockingham. 
Pogreflively increafing ſince the commencement of the pre- 
at reign, that ſuch meaſures were the King's meaſures; his 
Majeſty's intentions, &c. But the King's friends, in the 
ourle of the preſent war, had ventured a ſtep farther. In- 
tad of calling the war, the war of Parliament, or of the 
Fople (he meant out of that Houſe) it was called the King's 
a, his Majeſty's favourite war. The public prints teemed 
ith afſertions of this kind. Perſons were employed on pur- 
ve to write books, , pamphlets, and daily publications, in 
er to diſſeminate thoſe notions, and make them 8 

a is, 


iſſue of the war, which conſequently called forth all th 
friends of monarchy who were ignorant of the deceptiq 


foreign enemies. The country gentlemen had been deceive 
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This, he ſaid, was a moſt infolent and unconſtitutional con 
duct. The King can have no intereſts, no dignity, no view 
whatever, gittinst from thoſe of his people. The ſchem 
was full of art and perfidy. It was to perſuade the body « 
the people, that the rights of the crown were ſtaked on th 


The perfidy of this conduct was not more glaring, than 
management and addreſs was evident; for, ſhould the u: 
miſcarry, miniſters had two methods of ſtrifting the odiu 
off their own ſhoulders. In print and out of doors, th 
meaſures were the King's meatures. In that Houſe, and 
other, they were the meaſures of Parliament. But, 
truſted, the day of reckoning would come, when thoſe ſub 
terfuges would avail nothing; when, as they could not be th 
King's meaſures, it would be proved they were not the me- 
ſores of Parliament, but of miniſters. He hoped they had mad 
no improper impreſſion upon the royal mind; but when ſuc 
men declared themſelves the King's friends, and when the 
ſervices were accepted of, he treinbled for the contfequenct 
His Lordſhip then ſpoke to the American meaſures at large 
and reminded miniſters of their uniform language of ſupre 
macy, conqueſt, or unconditional fubmiſhon ; their frequei 
predictions; their hoaſtmgs of our internal and nav 
trength, and great refources ; their aſſurances of not on! 
the pacific but friendly difpotitions of France and Spam 
againft which he brought, in a ſtrong point of count 
view, our defeats, our loſs of men, waſte of treaſure, ar 
threatened war with France; America independent, natic 
nal weakneſs, divided councils, finking credit, ruined finat 
ces, and æxhauſted nation, and, in caſe of a war with t 
houſe of Bourbon, a total inability either to make peace wi 
the colonies, or defend ourſelves againſt the attacks of 0 


both 


and abuſed with promiſes of a revenue ; and they were nc 
when'too late, ready to catch at any thing which might pre 
miſe peace; but if he was not miſtaken, the miniſter wou 
difappoint them in this as in all his, preceding promiſes. 
promiſed them a revenue, and unconditional ſubmiſſion fe 
merly. By the preſent hills he promifed them peace; and! 
what he could judge from their texture, he would diſappa 
chem in this, as he hat. done uni formly from the beginning 

Earl of Briſſol ſuid, he could not permit thoſe hills top 
without giving his diſſent to tliem. He withed for pe 
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mth America, but theſe bills ſo far from being likely to ob- 
tin it, would ſound the trumpet of war to all the nezghbour- 
ſg nations. In ſhort, the meaſure was impotent, ignomi- 
nous and ineffectual. 5 8 | | 

Lord Townſhend, My Lords, as the noble Earl has roſe La. Tewn- 4408 
v give his diſſent to the bills before you, I ſhall requeſt your bend. Be 
Lordſhips? attention for a ſhort time, rather to juſtify my own 42288 
enfftency of conduct, than from any utility I can propoſe 
V dividing the Houſe upon them. Alas, my Lords, the 
almity has — prevailed, and the humility and the 
&eradation of the Britiſh empire has already reached thoſe 
nations, who have ſo long revered her reputation and power. 
| appears uſeleſs therefore for us to give a negative to the 
reſent bills; introduced by government, and paſſed by the 
aher Houſe, what can any of us propoſe afterwards ? Who 
ht the Houſe of Commons can ſupport the war? And 
terefore, my Lords, were I to dwell upon this melancholy 
nd degrading ſubject, it would be more like making a fu- 
eral oration over a much-honoured parent, than aſſiſting 
e deſponding family. If I knew any meaſure, after what 
ks patſed, that I could wiſh to propoſe, I would join the 
wble Earl in rejecting theſe ignominious, and I fear ineffec- 
toal bills; but if nothing better can be offered, and our na- 
tonal honour is loſt, I own I would rather abide by theſe 
py efforts to conciliation, than that an experiment ſhould 
i made which could only gratify the purpoſes of party. And 
wr, my Lords, allow me to ſay a few words upon the ſub- 

tof miniſters, who have been ſo frequently blamed for 
tus war, It was certainly no war of their ſecking ; it could 
e neither their with to provoke it, nor intereſt to continue 
It, It was, as I have ſaid befofe, a melancholy legacy left 
b them by their predeceſſors in office. What miniſter would 
we dared to abandon the conſtitutional rights of this 
wuntry > They deſcended to them by the example of former 
imes, by the . and council books, and by the opinion 
i the greateſt lawyers: and as much uſe has been made of 
lie names of Whig and Tory, give me leave on this occa- 
ion to ſay, by the firmeſt Whig lawyers that ever graced 
is kingdom, from Lord Somers down to Lord Hardwick : 
won their decifions and authority, and not upon any pre- 
ptuous opinion of my own, I conceived we had a right 
tax the colonies, How we loft it, I will not enter upon; 
I will venture to ſay, that the fluctuations of councils, 
i repealing in Parliament in one feſſions what — 
ö I e 


wiſh not to publiſh it to our enemies; and upon this prin 


ſmall one, ſuſpended its efforts, or deſpaired of ſucceſs, becau 
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enacted the preceding, and your own inconfiſtence, hay 
contributed more to our preſent melancholy and diſgracef 
fituation, than all the indiſcretion of the miniſters, or th 
diſappointments of the war. With reſpect to the war, it | 
Nat a time to enter upon any diſcuſſions of it; but | cann 
help adverting to what was dropped by a noble Earl in the lat 
debate, that if theſe bills ſhould prove ineffectual, you migh 
{4 contract and improve the powers of this country, as; 
ormer times, when this nation made a great figure. I agre 
with the noble Earl, and I am of opinion, that by this plan 
our ſituation is hy no means fo deſperate as ſeems to be con 
ceived, although I believe the preſent humiliating meaſure 
muſt have bcen derived from ſome circumſtances of dire ne 
ceffity. I will not aſk what this circumſtance is, becauſe 


ciple alone I have given my negative to every queſtion e 
this tendency. But, my Lords, I muſt obſerve that it! 
the firſt time I ever heard that a great ſtate, or indeed an 


it had loſt a corps of three or four thouſand men, I will call 
fix thouſand ; or that, becauſe it could not reduce a vaſt con 
tinent in one campaign, gave up the whole object oft 
war. Many have advanced, that American affairs were 1 
a worſe ſituation thin ever. Let me recall your Lordſhip 
attention to that period, when Sir William Howe was coo 
ed up in Boſton, and brought off his army on ſhort allo 
ance, and no one knew where the winds would carry then 
to Halifax, to the Weſt Indies, or perhaps to Ireland! Yo 
then gave up Quebec as loſt, you trembled for Halifax 
You now poſlets not only Canada, but Halifax, Rhod 
Iſland (an admirable poſt .and place of arms) You ha 

ained New York and Long Iſland, and are in poſlefſion « 

hiladelphia, which perhaps is no more than a ſecond Bo 
ton, except its not being commanded by heights. Ye 
what country is to be reduced by operations in front? wht 
enemy is to be brought to a deciſive action he chooſes t 
avoid, having an extent of country behind him, unlels Jo 
can turn his flanks, or get between him and his magazines 
I ipeak on knayvn principles; I arrogate not the character 
a great officer ; I appeal to thoſe who have had greater coll 
mands, and know the country better than myſelf. 

Let me aſk you then, can you ſend twenty thouſand m 
More to your general, or land them behind Mr. Waſhingt 
in Virginia, between him and his magazines? If not, 
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hour general there adviſe you how to change the plan of the 
nar; it is by no means a deſperate taſk : you have till a 
wource ; I will not enter upon it at preſent ; I believe the 
ble Earl who ſuggeſted it the other day is well informed 
won this point, and I will drop it. I was likewiſe happy 
hearing a noble Earl in high office fay, we had ſtill re- 
urces left. But, my Lords, the uſe I would wiſh to make 
this ſubject, is, to engage your attention to a part of the 
tiſh empire, which has ſeldom offended you, never de- 
ted you, nay, always ſupported you; to a nation whoſe 
moſt efforts in point of produce, inhabitants, and perſo- 
al exertion, hath been freely and generouſly devoted to the 
ting empire: it remains, my Lords, with your juſtice 
d prudence, and that of the government, to conſider and 
teriſh at an early hour this great ſupport of your declining 
tpire : your Lordihips muſt anticipate the country I al- 
de tO, | : : : 

My Lords, conſider in God's name in time what you owe 
þ that gallant and impoveriſhed country; ſuffer not your 
umiliating propoſals and offerings to be laid at the feet of 
te Congreſs, in whoſe front of battle, if I am not miſin- 
emed, the poor Iriſh emigrants perform the hardieſt ſer- 
ce: let us conſider that country as a part of ourſelves; 
pen the Iriſh channel to your beſt ſervice ; avail. yourſelves 
her excellent ports; cramp not their induſtry for purpoſes 
will not mention; ſhew you can cheriſh your affe diohate. 
jou cannot reclaim your ungrateful children. 7s 


ſerved every poſlible encouragement, We were compelled 
hit by every motive of intereſt ; we were bound to it 
duty; and ought to have been urged to it by grati- 
e He hoped to ſee thole narrow ſhort-fighted prejudices, 
nich prevailed in our public counſels reſpecting Ireland, at 
ngth give way to a more wile and liberal ſyſtem of policy. 
reland, when ſhe experienced the advantages of a mild and 
Ik government, would be, impreſſed with additional rea- 
us to ſtrengthen that ſpirit of Joyalty and obedience, which 
dſo characteriſtically diſtinguiſhed her, under a dominion, 
was free to ſay, far from being gracious or kind. If, 
terefore, the noble Viſcount, or any other noble Lord, 


RY 


8 jould think proper to move a committee to examine into 
nature and extent of the hardſhips that country ſuffered, 
would moſt gladly give every aſſiſtance in his power to 
vor. . "2:1 forward 


Lord Camden concurred in the ſentiments of the noble Lord Come 
xd who ſpoke laſt, reſpecting Ireland. He ſaid, Ireland den. 
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forward an enquiry which muſt, in his opinion, tend 
much to the reſpective intereſts, the ſtrength, and riches ( 
the two kingdoms. He ſaid, he never heard one ſolid o 
jection to the taking off the reſtrictions on the trade of Ir 
land, He knew, even in a partial, contracted view, the 
were of real diflervice to this country; but upon a more! 
beral ſcale, they were actually pernicious. Leave the tra 
of Ireland open, that kingdom will encreaſe in wealth a 
population. That wealth will ultimately be yours, Li 
the blood returning to the heart, the health and vigour 
the dependent parts will add new vigour to the whole bod 
The riches of Ireland, after fructifying that country, v 
finally reſt here; and Ireland, in return, will profit = ˖ 
opulence, as ſhe will be protected by the power and gre: 
neſs of the parent ſtate. | 

His Lordfhip then gave his ſentiments on the bills. 
id in the folemn filence which had been obſerved by t 
fathors of the preſent meaſures, ſo contrary to all their fe 
mei declarations, no reaſon had been aſſigned for ſo fudde 


out giving you the leaſt intimation what the neceſſity N 
ler e Houſe may be enabled to judge, wheth 
well or ill founded. No, ou muſt truſt them in th 
5 Þ every. thing elſe ; they think there is a neceſſity, a 
Pal 1s ſufficient, If you aſk them what the neceſſity Nee! 
rare ſilent, or tell you they do not know. Is it the tre 
ty entered into by the American delegates with Franc 
hey know of no ſuch treaty. Is it inability in point b, : 
men and money to proſecute the war? Not at all; the cane 
ſources of this country are great, ſays a noble Lord in hi 
office | Earl of Suffolk] and equal to the taſk of compelii 
the colonies to agree to reaſonable terms of accommodatic repe 
Is it that our claims of ſupremacy and taxation were unjulh.q 
Not that neither. Miniſters, though they have changed t em 
meaſures, have not changed their principles. Is it the . 
of men? No, the ſpirit of the nation is high, the wa ons 
popular: it is the war undertaken purely to aflert the \vpiiihl: | 
macy of Parliament and the rights of the people ; it is ed 
of popular rights. What then is it, in God's name? I 
neither a want of men, money, juſtice, popularity, pſt 
nor a fear of being involved in 'a war with France; bu char 
is neceſſity; and who can diſpute about its exiſtence with | 


noble Lords, who, from their exalted official firuatioMi - tl 
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ging themſelves under the ſanction of Parliament, that 
arters-of the reſpective pꝓrovinces. ſnall be preſerved in- 
Rte, they tell the party aggrieved, that it was their own 
it; they affert, by implication at leaſt, that hey were 
J -, On 
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right, and juſtify their preſent conceſſion on the ground oi 


neceſſity; a circumſtance which would ſerve to inflame, au 
not tend to heal the breach between the two countries. When r 
miniſters conſented to repeal the charter act (for he under 
ſtood the propoſition for a repeal did not originate with then in 
why not declare at once, that this kingdom would never agi 
meddle with a tittle of any of the American charters ? Whit: 
not in the moment of remedying one grievance, give aſſiſt 


rance to the colonies, that they ſhould never have cauſe {offi 


a ſecond complaint of a ſimilar nature. in 

His Lordſhip came next to the moſt material of his objec] 
tions againft the bill for ſending out commiſſioners. This fe 
he ſaid, meant nothing, or worſe than nothing; it ſeeme e 
much better calculated to divide than conciliate. It emp 
wered to do, what? To treat with America, and then retui 
to Europe to conſult Parliament. This wears a very ſuſpifiM 


cious appearance, Why not, inftead of arming commiſhoi!! 


ners with powers, not to be regulated, nor of courſe proper * 


exerciſed, why not repeal the obnoxious acts at once? Su 
a conduct would ſhew that you were in earneſt, The com en 
miſhoners are charged and reſtricted by the bill, to take ca 
of the rights of the Crown, and the liberties of the ſubjed de 
the moſt vague, indefinite words imaginable. What 2 
thoſe rights? And what are the privileges alluded to? Howl 
can men act under ſuch powers? And if they ſhould act u 
der them, what poſſible ſecurity is there, that either thWc 
Crown or Parhament will conſent to abide by them ? No th 
blundering as miniſters are, ignorant as they have prove fe 
themſelves, they ſeem to have taken care, by the terms 0 th 


this bill, to diſavow its oftenfive purpoſes, whenever they" 


ſhall get rid of this neceſſity, which they ſeem ſo deſirous t 
conceal. - His Lordſhip aſked, why adminiſtration could ne 
at the outſet have propoſed the repeal of the obnoxious 2 
all together, previous to the ſending out the commiſſioners 
They could not be ignorant, that if America conſented t Li 
treat at all, ſhe would make that the /ine qua non of every ſpecial © 
of treaty. The truth is, they want to reſt on their arm$ 
and to draw breath; to keep their places in the mean time 
and wait for ſome favourable event, either by dividing Ame 
rica, or when they have got clear of this accurſed neceſſij 
return to their old principles, which they have been honel 
enough to give but nominally up. As a matter of conftitt 
tional import, diſtinct from the bill, his Lordſhip a N 
in the ſtrongeſt terms the ſuſpending power veſted in , 
„ — 2 * n ; co 
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ommiſſioners. It was a clauſe of dangerous precedent z and 
ſd, if he let it paſs without a particular oppoſition on the 
ent occaſion, he wiſhed to be underſtood, that it was not 
ſithout a high degree of diſapprobation; and hereafter, if a 
imilar meature ſhould be repeated, he ſhould moſt certainly 
gre it a ſeparate and diſtinct oppoſition, He added, that if 
the neceſſity which the miniſtry aſſigned as a cauſe for their 
t this moment adopting a meaſure repeatedly ſuggeſted by 
moſition, and which a little time ſince might have been put 
practice, with a moral certainty of ſucceſs, and with a co- 
bur of more honour than at preſent, if that neceſſity aroſe 
fom a knowledge of a treaty, offenſive and defenſive, having 
hen agitated, or ſigned, between France and America, which 
had been mentioned, it was the duty of miniſters explicitly 
well their Lordſhips how that matter ſtood. The King's 
frrants could not be ignorant of the truth of the buſineſs. 
| had come out in the Lower Houſe of Parliament three 
weeks ſince; there had been time and time enough for them 
v have aicertained the fact; nay, report ſaid, that they not 
only knew it, but that they had ſent emiſſaries to tamper 
mth Doctor Franklyn and Mr. Deane, the Congreſs's depu- 
tes to the court of France, to whom they had offered the 
rms which theſe bills on the table went to authorize, and 
the terms had been rejected with contempt, Report, indeed, 
rent further; report ſaid, that they had even applied to the 
Congreſs in America; that they had ſtated every propoſition 
tity meant to offer, and that they had been rejected. If the 
fa& were ſo, his Lordſhip ſaid, nothing could excuſe, no- 
ting could palliate the preſumption and the wickedneſs of 
holding out ſuch a trick, ſuch a deception to the nation, as 
the preſent recanting ſcheme manifeſted in the bills upon the 
table, which, if not ſucceſsful, muſt add to our difficulties, 
and increaſe our diſnonour. In order more fully to ſhew the 
folly of ſending out terms which were !ikety to be refuſed, his 
Lordſhip defired the miniſters to advert to the inevitable 
conſequences of a nugatory treaty—a war with France and 
Pain ; and to conſider, whether a country fo fatigued with 
«conteſt with one foe, as to be forced to acknowledge an in- 
iſpenſible neceffity of making unlimited conceſſions, in or- 
der to procure peace, was capable of fighting three enemies 
it once; to maintain her quarrel with America, and at the 
ſane time to give battle to her two ſeconds, France and 
pain, who came freſh into the field. | 1 
. N 10 
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His Lordſhip, before he concluded, ſaid, that America 
would never treat with the preſent miniſtry, and that while 
they remained in office, it was idle for the people of this 
country either to expect peace, happineſs, or honour, 

Lord Lyte/ton defended adminiſtration on the ground of 
neceffity, and ſaid, the exigencies of affairs made it neceſ- 
ſary for them to alter their meaſures ; that the preſent bills 
were not acts of inconfiſtency, but a defire to do that at à 
leſs expence of blood and treafure, which they, in all proba. 
bility, may command in two years time. Fla ſaid, the pre- 
ſent neceſſity of giving up the exerciſe of the right of taxa- 
tion, in which he thought the ſupremacy of this nation in- 
volved, did not ariſe from the faults of adminiſtration, but 
muſt be in the execution of their plans, He blamed the in- 
activity of General Gage at Boſton, and the backwardneſs of 
General Howe, who appeared to have acted with an i11-timed 
prudence, when every thing depended upon an expeditious 
exertion of our force. | : 

Duke. of Grafton faid, he roſe to reſcue his miniſtry from 
the general centure which had been thrown out by Lord 
Townſhend upon preceding adminiſtrations, under which 
the ſeeds of this rebellion were {aid to have been ſown. He 
defied any Lord in the Houſe to point out a word reſpecting 
the diſcontents in America, in any ſpeech delivered to Par- 
liament by his Majeſty, whilſt he was in office. He did not, 
however, aſſert, that rhe colonies were perfectly contented 
at that period; they had begun to exhibit ſome marks of 
diſcontent, He might compare America, at that time, to 
a generous ſteed, who had become a little reſtive, but might, 
by the experienced mantizge of a good horſeman, be eafily 
brought to a gentle obedience ; but when whipped, ſpurred, 
and harraſſed, by a giddy, wanton rider, became inſolent of 
controul, and ditdained the reins. _ : 

He then turned to the intended commiſſioners, and faid, 
he underſtood that the two commanders in chief by ſea and 
land were to be in the commiſſion. This he thought highly 
imprudent, as though they might be excellent commanders, 
yet nat, like the great Marlborough, unite the powers of ne- 
gotiation with the talents of war, He did not mean any 
perſonal application to the preſent chiefs, for, according to 
the confuſed arrangements of the cabinet at preſent, neither 
he nor the miniſter himſelf could poſſibly 8 who ſhould 
have the command of our army or navy when the commiſſion 


ſhould be opened in America, He then alluded to the re- 
| | | Port 
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vort of the appointment of Lord Carliſle to be one of the 
commiſſioners ; and though he gave him credit for abilities 
nd many amiable qualities, profeſſed that he thought his 
Lordſhip capable of almoſt every truſt that his Majeſty could 
repoſe in him, except the preſent ; for there were certain 
prejudices in the people of America againſt certain peculia- 
ities of his Lordſhip. CE e N 
Earl Gower defended the abilities of his noble relation, Earl Ger. 
[Lord Carlifle] and doubted not he would execute any truſt 
of negotiation with honour to himſelf, and ſatisfaction to 
their Lordſhips. | 23 
Dr. Porters | Biſhop of Cheſter] ſpoke in defence of the Dr. Perteus. 
ls, and among other things ſaid, ſome think they offer too 
nuch; others ſay, they offer too little; therefore I think 
that they contain juſt enough. [ This gave occaſion to the 
Duke of Richmond to retort, that the right reverend Prelate 
kad found out a new mode of reaſoning, viz. that, that muſt 
te right, which pleaſed nobody.) | | 
Duke of Gordon ſaid, he would aſſent to the bills, not that Duke of 
ke liked them in all parts, but as the only pacific terms of- Cerden. 
fired, This, he ſaid, he did entirely from himſelf, with- 
out the influence of any minifter ; and though he held his 4 
ſat there as one of the fixteen peers, he would relinquiſh 
that ſeat, before he would be dictated to by any adminiftra- 
ton whatever. | 15 | | 
Duke of Richmond complimented the Duke of Gordon on Duke of 
lis manly ſpirit, and pledged himſelf to join him and others Nicν. 
In going into an examination of miniſterial power over the 
freedom of the election of Peers in Scotland, an inſtance of 
which he gave in the caſe of the Earl of Stair, | 
His Grace then ſaid, he wiſhed the commiſſioners to be 
ſent out, may be as they ought to be, men of great political 
knowledge, great weight, great moderation, and high cha- 
nfters ; the nature of the embaſſy demanded ſuch men, who 
hd good ſenſe to yreld little forms, and take proper advan- 
tage of all occaſions: but, fays his Grace, the perſons I 
bear to be ſent out, are, I fear, inadequate to this taſk; 
one being a noble Lord, young and unexperienced in thoſe 
matters; another a clerk in office; another belonging to one 
ef the public boards, beſides the commander and admiral in 
Wt. Now, fays his Grace, I have lately been acquainted, 
tat one of the governors in America, making exceptions to 
bme of the Congceſs ſitting in council with woollen caps on, 
bey were highly offended, and perſevered in doing ſo. How 
| inade- 
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304 PARLIAMENTARY A. 10 
inadequate, therefore, muſt this embaſſy be, where a nohj 
Lord, bred up in all the ſoftneſs and poliſh that Europea 
manners make faſhionable to rank—I fay, how inadequa 
muſt ſuch a meeting be amongſt men in woollen night-cap; 

His Grace concluded, by taying, if adminiſtration mea 
to ſucceed 1n theſe bills, and not trifle with the nation, the 
ſhould have dealt with more candour and fincerity, and le 
both have appeared in the choice of men, and the powers en 


truſted to them. | * 
The queſtion was put, carried without a diviſion, and th 

bills paſſe . k 

Difſentient, * 


Becauſe the terms now offered by the above bills to Ame 
rica, whilſt ſufficient to ſhew the very humiliating ftate t 
which the dignity and boaſted ſupremacy of Parliament: 
reduced, are inſufficient to the great end of conciliation pro 

poſed by them; and for the following reaſons : 

Firſt, Becauſe (as to the firſt bill) a declaration not to im 
poſe taxation on America, is, in the very ſuſpenſion of th 
exerciſe, a confirmation of the right ; for without the right 
the declaration is void; whereas America denies the righ 
and, upon that ground, reſiſts the exerciſe, If the right the 
be reſerved, the object of refiſtance remains; and ſo remain 
ing, may be exerciſed whenever any future Quixote miniſtr 
in example of their predeceſſor, ſhall be led to convert ht 

| Rory into romance. But it is objected . that a right canno 
be ſurrendered ;”” fo neither, if it be a conſtitutional right, cz 
the exerciſe of it be diſpenſed with: for what repels the for 
mer, muſt equally counteract the latter. But this is no con 
ſtitutional right: on the contrary, the conſtitution reprobate 
and diſavows it. For taxation and repreſentation are confi 
tutionally inſeparable, and America 1s not repreſented ; 0 
courle America cannot be taxed, Whilſt America theretor 
will not accept that by courteſy of Parliament, which 
holds in right of the conſtitution, and for the good realon 
that an act of parliament is reyocable, and the conſtitution 
irrevocable; it follows that a renunciation of the right, and 
not the mere ſuſpenſion of the exerciſe, was the proper objc 
» of this bill. | | | 

Secondly, Becauſe (as to the ſecond bill) the appointmen 
of commiſſioners to treat with any perſon or perſons, otht 
than the Congreſs, is ſo glaring a manifeſtation of the intel 


tion of ſuch treaty, as muſt neceilarily occafion a a < 
peAtia 
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eltion in the Congreſs that may not be much to the eaſe of 
ke commiſſioners themſelves. 

Thirdly, Becaufe, although the commiſſioners and the 
mores be agreed, ſuch agreement is of no effect till con- 
med by Parliament; which is giving ſuch advantage to 
kdiament, by knowing what Congreſs will do, and is of 
ch diſadvantage to Congreſs, by not knowing what Parlia- 
ent will confirm, that the very inequality of the conditions 
l put a ſtop to accommodation. 
Fourthly, Becauſe, as the withdrawing of the troops 
would be the ſaving of the army, (not to mention the policy 
the meaſure upon other grounds) ſo the ceaſing of hoſtili- 
tes there, will, by fatal experience, prove to be the loſs of 
. The remains of General Burgoyne's army are now con- 
ltuting a part of the great yeomanry of America. 

Fifthly, Becauſe the prohibitory act is to be ſuſpended 
der exceptions and reſtrictions, which exceptions and re- 
In&tions (and whilſt Great-Britain is under neither) intend- 
ig reſtraint upon the ſupplies of America, are neither libe- 
kl1n propoſal, nor probable in acceptance. 
Sixthly, Becauſe among the many things to be done, the 
ne thing needful is to be left undone. The Quebec act is 
bremain without ſuſpenſion. The power given to the com- 
niſioners is, “to ſuſpend the operation and effect of any act 
acts of parliament, which have paſſed fince the 1oth day 
February 1762, and which relate to any of his Majeſty's 
lad colonies, provinces, or plantations in North America; 
but Canada is not one of the ſaid colonies, provinces, and 
lantations referred to in the bill, and therefore the commiſ- 
ers have no power to ſuſpend the operation and effect of 
ay act or acts of parliament that relate to Canada. This 
en will create a ſtumbling- block, inſurmountable at the very 
ueſnold of negociation. For, beſides the eſtabliſhment of 
&ſpotiſm and popery in Canada, unto which America will 
yer fit quiet, this horrid and unconſtitutional act, by ex- 
ending the boundaries of its province, has invaded the pro- 
erty, and removed the land- marks of its neighbouring co- 
bnies; a violation that juſtice ſhould redreſs, if America 
ere even filent thereupon, E 


pant pardons to people who not only, they ſay, have been 
wlty of no offences, but the very bills themſelves ſay the 


Vor. IX. ; Rr jects; 


derenthly, Becauſe power is given to the commiſſioners to 


lime thing for them; fol, beſides acceding to the claims of 
America, the Americans are ſtiled his Majeſty's faithful ſub- 
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Earl of 
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public money, upon the groſs ſum expended, muſt be enor- 


matter of fo much importance, was well deſerving their * 
, ö | + aA: : 1 


PARLIAMENTARY A. VN 
jects; and to pardon faithful ſubjects is an act of ſupererogaiſ.” 


tion, if not of abſurdity. the 
Eightly, Becauſe the appointment of governors being no 1 
in the hands of the Congreſs, an attempt to ſuperſede th; ch 
er before it be known whether the terms offered be ac 
cepted, looks more like having an eye to that Machiavelia 5 


maxim of divide & impera, than to the more ſolid benefit 
of a general union. A 

Laftly, Becauſe conceſſion now, like a death-bed repen 8 
tance, comes at the laſt hour; and being, as avowedly, thi 
effect of neceſſity, and not of principle, we are left under i 
che fears and apprehenſions of diſſolution; and without th i 
hope of falvation, but in the magnanimity of America: 
magnanimity, however, which we have already experienced | 
and which (by inſiſting on the juſtice of removing from hill. 
Majefty's councils thote evils miniſters who have trodden ot 
the. liberties, and, with ſavage cruelty, ſpilled the blood o 1 
America, and by placing in their room the friends of huma 
nity and of the conſtitution) may reſtore us to that heal 
and ſtrength, and again to that peace and empire, which wa 


once the boaſt of this country, and the terror of the worl - 
beſide. | * 
| AIX ODI 

March 10 and 11. 1 

No debates. 3 

| March 12. * 

In committee on the ſtate e nation. ; 


Earl of Efingham opened the nature of the buſineſs he meant 
that day to agitate, viz. to ſhew that there had been a mol 
ſcandalous want of ceconomy in one department of the manage 


ment of the public finances. The whole of the ſum expended a 
under the head which he was about to conſider, the Earl ſtatedi i te 
to be only fix hundred thouſand pounds, which, as their Lord to. 
ſhips been of late uſed to talk of millions as trifles, would g 
probably to ſome of them appear to be ſo very a trifle, as % 
ſcarcely to be worth their notice. He hegged leave, how- da 
ever, to remark, that if a large part of ſo ſmall a ſum as fi dt 
hundred thouſand pounds was diſpoſed of extravagantly, ay. 
he doubted not he Gould make appear, before he finiſhed, he tl 


was fully juſtified in argument, and if not otherwiſe ſatisfac 
torily cleared up, to conclude. in fact, that the waſte of the 


mous:; and therefore every point which ſerved to elucidate 
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ge preſent fatal war, the treaſury, contrary to precedent, ha 


fe table, to be a conſiderable difference in the amount of 
he ſums expended by the navy board, and by the treaſury, 


he cuſtom of taking up ſhips for tranſports by the navy- 
ice, and the price that office paid for freight; others to 


1177, alſo taken up ſhips ; and others to ſhew the price of the 
fight paid by the treaſury, with ſuch other matters as went 
baſcertain the accounts on the table; by which means their 
lordſhips would be enabled to judge which method was the 
moſt ceconomical and the beſt for the public, and confe- 
qently to determine which method ought to be purſued in 
fature, | 

Here his Lordſhip took an opportunity to complain of 
he very ſlovenly manner the accounts were drawn up in; 
mhether through negligence or deſign he would not directl 
pretend to determine; though, he believed, he might be 
ell juſtified in ſaying, that they bore the ftrongeſt appea- 
race of being rendered looſe, inaccurate, intricate, or con- 
fuled, in order to defeat the ends of the enquiry, which was 


mqueſtionably drawn and acknowledged to the ſatisfaction 
a every fide of the Houſe, This was evident throughout 
de whole; and had indeed been ſo ſucceſsfully effected, that 
t would baffle the induſtry of almoſt any man, at leaſt, he 
lad, one of his fize of abilities, within the time limited, to 
ange, connect, and fully digeſt the papers from the ſtate 
bey appeared in when laid on the table. He would men- 
ton a ſingle inſtance which would ſerve to ſatisfy their Lord- 
ſhips of the juſtice of the general charge, of the 3 
egligence, or the moſt wilful contempt of the orders of 
bat Houſe ; which was, that the clerks fo far forgot their 
duty, or purpoſely with-held the performance of it, that 
bey omitted to caſt up a ſingle account, or ſtate a fingle to- 


n al. This omiſſion he was under the neceſſity of ſupplying, 
* y getting a perſon [a Mr. Heard] who would be called to 
athenticate the totals, to, caſt them up, in order, as he ob- 


krved before, to found hb reſolutions on certain premiſes, 
tom which to remove every poſlible ground of objection, he 
7 | R 1 2 would 


J 
Ips attention. The Earl proceeded to obſerve, that du Nin 5 


fumed to itſelf a power, which he had ever underſtood to 
long to the navy board; the power of taking up ſhips for 
be tranſport ſervice, As there appeared from the papers on 


this kind of ſervice, he meant to call witneſſes to prove 


wore, that the treaſury had, in the years 1775, 1776, and 


b procure certain premiſes, whence concluſions might be 
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PARLIAMENTARY, A, 1). 


would beg leave to have the perſon ſo employed prove the 
ſpecific totals at the bar. Having then ſtated to the HouſMli 
the tendency of the queſtions he meant to propoſe, he mov ih 
ed, that Sir Richard Temple (a commiſſioner of the navy) 
be called in. | | 47 art 
Sir Richard underwent a long examination. Tn the cour \ 


Sir Richard of his evidence Sir Richard Temple proved that it was cu. 


Temple. 


tomary for the navy board, when ſhips were wanted for tei , 
public ſervice, to advertiſe in the news- papers for ſo many E 
tons of ſhipping as were neceſſary. That the contract wan 
always made with the perſon who ſent in the cheapeſt term. e 
That when it was made, an officer of one of the publi er 
dock- yards, either the maſter attendant, the clerk of the: 
ſurvey, the ſtore-keeper, or ſome other officer ſurveyed tiene 
ſhips, meaſured them, and reported whether they were ſuch{iiec 
as were deſcribed in the contract. That the navy-board had r 
paid 10s. a fon for freight in the beginning of the war, builiiſi t 
that in April 1776, they took up twenty-five ſhips, for th ent 
purpole of carrying the cavalry to America, for which theylsp 
paid 128. 6d. per ton freight, That thoſe ſhips were of ah: 
particular make and dimenſion. That the navy-board coulè 
at that time get no ſhips fit for the horſes at a ſmaller price; 
but, that they had not ſince paid my more than 118. per toni 
freight. That either about the end of 1777, or the begin- 
ning of 1778, the treaſury had applied to the navy-board,r-; 
to know if they would undertake to provide for the tranſpon un 
ſervice. That the board declined it, becauſe they not only 
did not think it any part of their buſineſs, but becauſe they 
had already more to do than they could well execute, That | 
if they had undertaken it, it would have been impoſſible, for rei 
the officer they employed to ſurvey ſhips, to have done the W177 
whole duty. | dp 
Upon his croſs examination, Sir Richard ſaid, that he had zt 
heard, that in the reign of Queen Anne, a ſpecial commiſ- 
ſion was iſſued, appointing commiſſioners to execute the bu- 
fineſs of taking up tranſports during the war, at the end of rtr 
which the commiſſion ceaſed, and the power reverted to the ca. 
navy-board. That it might be about four months ſince that 
application was made from the treaſury, to know if the na- 
N would undertake the ſervice, which they declined, 
That the ſhips taken up for the purpoſe of exporting hor- 
ſes, were neceſſarily different from thoſe. uſed for other pur- 


poſes, M 
Mf. 


11778. „ 


ther to the number, ſize, or expence of the tranſports taken 
pby the treaſury, as he was engaged in a very different de- 
artment, he was ordered to withdraw. 


far as regarded the tranſport ſervice. | 
He begap with declaring, that at one time, when the 
res were to be conveyed to Boſton, he contracted with 


wrernment to ſend them there, but that he had fince acted 


ms, 
bligMWpcrcly as an agent for the treaſury, procuring them ſhips for 
the de tranſport ſervice and receiving commiſſion money in the 
the ne manner as was cuſtomary, when the ſame buſineſs was 


(ſhips, that his houſe had long had a connexion with moſt 
{ the ſhip owners in the Kingdom; that whenever govern- 
ent applied to them for ſhips, the mode uſed by him and 
spartner to obtain them, was, to write down to their cor- 
hpondents in the ſeveral ſea-ports, and when they had 
und ſuch ſhips as were likely to anſwer the purpoſe of the 


c :MWczfury, to bave them meaſured and ſurveyed by a perſon 
on ey employed for that purpoſe ; then to enter into a char- 
n-WMr-party with the owners, of the ſame nature with the char- 
rd, parties drawn up by the navy-board ; that the mode of 


yment was to pay the owners two months in advance as 
jon as the ſhips were taken up, and two months more at the 
id of four months. That for ſome time he had only paid, 


prernment wanting ſeveral ſhips in January and February 
177, he was under the neceſſity, in order to procure ſhips, 
promiſe ſuch owners as refuſed to contract, from a hope 
lat the price of freight would be advanced, that if they would 
iter into a charter- party at 11s. they ſhould be advanced 
ſoon as the navy-board advanced in the price they paid. 
r tranſports ; that when the price for the twenty-five ſhips 
dcarry the horſes was raiſed to 128. 6d. per ton, the owners 
liſted on his paying the ame ; that he contended, the 
kenty-five ſhips. were for a particular purpoſe, and were not 
be regarded as an example; that the owners, nevertheleſs, 
lifted on their bargains, and even threatened him with 


- ſuits, unleſs he paid them the advanced price; that as 


e ſervice preſſed exceedingly, he was under the neceſſity of 
„plying; that at the deſire of the treaſury, he had fince 
3 wrote 


ne for private merchants, He went on to inform their 


d been repaid, at the rate of 71s. per ton freight, but that 


Mr. Brummell (private ſecretary to Lord North) was next Mr. Brum- 
ned, but as he declared, that he knew nothing relative wel. 


Mr. Atkinſon was then examined, and in a very long Mr. Attine 
beech, gave an account of his connexion with the treaſury" 


370 


wrote circular letters to the ſhip owners, endeavouring tc 


to ſend to every ſhip-builder in the kingdom, and contra 


| bore a conſiderable diſcount, that the ſhip owners preferred: 


got at 118. for that ſeamens wages were raiſed 148. per month 
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get ſhips at a ſmaller price of tonnage ; that he laid the an 
ſwers he received before the Lords of the treaſury ; that! ＋ 
appeared from their anſwers, to be the reſolution of the majo 
rity of the ſhip holders, not to contract for leſs than 128. 6d jar 
per ton; that if the treaſury had not continued to pay tha ad 
price, the public ſervice could not have been executed ; tha ile 
ſo many tranſports had been wanted, he had even been obliged wt 


for ſuch as were nearly finiſhed and fit for the ſervice ; th 
he had alſo ſent over to Holland and bought ſhips there; tha 
although he paid ready money, in a manner, for the freight 
and the navy-board paid in navy-bills, which at certain time 


contract with the board, alledging, that when in their ſervic 
they lay a conſiderable time in port, and were not wearing 
out their ſails, tackle, and ſhips, fo much as they were when” 
employed by the treaſury, in continual voyages to and frou 
America; that he had argued with the ſhip owners in orde 
to perſuade them to take leſs freight, and at loſt got them ti 
accept of 128. per ton. That they ſaid they did not gi" 
much more by the treaſury at 12s. than they formerly hat 


and as they muſt neceſſarily have ſeven men to every 100 
tons, they conſequently only received 28. for each ſhip mor 
for the freight than the addition of the ſeamens wage 
amounted to, and then it was to be conſidered, that provi 
fhons were increaſed in price. 

Upon the Duke of Richmond's aſking him, what he r:WM*< 
ceived for commiſſion, he ſaid he uſed to receive two and at 
half per cent. which was the ſtandard price for ſuch buſine 
among the private merchants ; but that ſome time fince (la 
July) the Lords of the treaſury ſent for him, and after ar 
guing upon the great number of ſhips taken up, defired tc 
know, whether he could not do the bufineſs for leſs ; that ht 
ſaid, he would leave the matter entirely to their Lordſhips 
and that they had ſince paid him only one and an half? 
cent. commiſhon. 

He was aſked by Lord Shelburne, whether he did nc 
think the Lords of the treaſury had not been too hard vpo . 
him? he ſaid, if he was to anſwer that queſtion to the 
Lordſhips, he muſt ſay he ſerioufly did. [This reply ſet tha, © 
Houſe a laughing heartily.] ; 


bn arne 


In reply to another queſton from the Duke of Richmond, 
informed the Houſe, that the mode of his ſettlement with 
de treaſury was, for him, once a month, to take to the 
rd an account of all his contracts as they then ſtood, with 
ke charter- parties and certificates of ſuch ſhips as had ful- 
fled their contracts, and to receive what was due to him up- 
n the whole. Thus, he had on Tueſday been paid all that 
193 and would be due for the month of March. 

Mr. Heard was next called. 


yyhich the reſolutions intended to be moved by the Earl of 
Hingham referred, were exact. 


mpliment, by declaring that his ſpeech was the ableſt de- 
kice of the treaſury that he had ever heard, deſcanted for 
bne time on the evidence that had been given by the ſeve- 
nl witneſſes, He then drew a compariſon between the 
mount of the money expended by the navy board, and the 
mount of the money expended by the treaſury, ſtating each 
p referring to two diſtin points—the contingencies and the 
nce of freight. In regard to the firſt (which the Earl faid 
t could not ſtate to a certainty, becaute they did not ap- 
kr by the papers before the Houſe, but he had taken the 
nicle by an average not very likely to prove fallacious ; and 
m that average) it appeared that the contingencies of the 
ccount from the treaſury for the tranſport ſervice exceeded 
le contingencies of the account from the navy board for the 
me ſervice in the groſs ſum of one hundred and thirty odd 
touſand pounds; the amount of the latter being no more 
an thirty-three thouſand pounds, and the amount of the 
aver ſwelling to the enormous ſum of one hundred and 
ty-three thouſand pounds. In regard to the article of 
eight, though the exceſs paid by the treaſury per ton had 
en no more than 18. 6d. the Earl ſhewed that the difference 
s forty-five thouſand pounds, which, added to the exceſs 
iche contingencies, made the whole difference amount to 
nor hundred and ſeventy- eight thouſand pounds. Suppoſing, 
erer, that he ſhould make an allowance for ſome parti- 
lar articles, over- charged, wrong charged, or omited in 
ter or both ſervices; and on that ſuppoſition ſtrike off 
0ool. of the exceſs of expenditure, 150,000 would {till 
main, which was in fact a waſte of the public treaſure to 

the 
1 


As foon as Mr, Heard's examination was ended, Earl of Earl of 
fg ham roſe, and after paying Mr. Atkinſon an ironical HH. 


Mr, Heard proved the totals of the accounts upon the table, Mr. Hears, 


EF. 


F 


— * d „ 5 * * _ : : . 
2 — - 5 A. 4 £ 2 S 5 of> l « 1 
n : ” 1 3 * 1 : M4 the +4 a =%..3 * — Mum n. — = 2 be a 
3 2 1 Þ.> Beet hh. * wy 2 * x. "il y „ <. TE-5S1 8 = <= - " — „r a _— ; n 
7 N 2 7 14 Ws «<% A v7 _ = * * _ 6d 7 : es 4 * y by. b ” * : 2 
- : 52 » © rm 3 wa * . * E 2 0 n I'S * 8. . he —_—Y — * "ry | * n 8 V Kc * — 4 . 
. ns I 2 = z 5 * — ** 1 — — - W+ 7 — "2 —. % TY SAS x 7 * — 
8 d 7 - G . — 8 8 > 3 a * n 4-4 L495 2 "Ee — * . &: «& 
27> + Fo rr. 4 > -—2 > is Aa 8 $2" x3 ©: Rn 8 * 1 $1. % —_ 
— . . „ t * 5 pg — 3 - =_ f . 
— bs * — , — © — — — — - - - — hg —— 1 9 | _ 
922 2 * —_ 9 „„ i Wire” <= 8 N e ” _— ow ASS 
* * 2 — - a W ble. ht = _ 1 Cr — — 1 
F g - N — 7x: = * | % + oy * i oo 
IS Fa; ESTI TUE * - == V3 a : 2 
S EE de © 1 Bw 7 = IT on go of OS 2 22 2 eas OW. n 
— — — PR \ . \ FY 
— — 1 


REY TINY _— — > CE CC ITT ICS 
O _ = — : _ — — — 


— — — — — 


PARLIAMENTARY A. ny 
the amount of twenty-five per cent. the total being, as he ob 
ſerved before but 600,000l. When this was attentiveliWr 
conſidered, it muſt produce very melancholy retle&ions i 
the breaſt of every man, who had the intereſt of his coun 
try at heart, 

Theſe premiſes fully authoriſed him to brand this tranſac 
tion with its true name, a jobb; and that of the moſt ſhame 
ful and diſgraceful nature. It carried about it all its prope 
marks; it was a moſt beneficial contract, made in the dark 
with. a favourite contractor. Why not advertiſe as the nay 
board had done? Why not try particularly when they found 
that the navy board, had lowered the freight? The nay 
board, ſaid one of the evidences at the bar | Atkinton | wa 
the firft occaſion of raiſing the price; why not copy then 
throughout, and lower as well as encreaſe the freight in imi 
tation of them as they did ſo early as the- month of Jun 

1776, and down to the lateſt accounts on the table, Th 
witnels has ſaid in anſwer to this, that the navy boaid too 
up but two ſhips in the month of June, and eight in t 
enſuing December ; therefore that the decreaſed deman( 
from that board cauſed the freight to be lowered. He w: 
ready to meet the ohjection, taking the argument either way 
If the ſmallneſs of the demand could enable the navy boar 
to contract lower, the tame cauſe thould ſurely have produce 
a ſimilar effect on the treaſury contract. If on the othe 
hand, the demand for tranſports continued equally prefſin 
at the treaſury, it afforded the beſt poſſible opportunity ima 
ginable, to tranſpoſe part of the buſineſs to the navy board 
who had their hands quite empty ; the latter not havin 
taken up but ten tranſports in full ſix months. This coul 
be effected without an encreaſe of officers, which was tb 
only ſhadow of an objection he heard urged, and the founda 
tion of almoſt every thing that had been offered by the ver) 
plauſible gentleman at the bar [ Atkinſon]. The reſt of wha 
that gentleman faid having gone only to an extenuation 
the conduct of himſelf and his employers ; not to juſtity 
in any other manner than the ground of neceſſity, whic 
remained yet to be proved; for he never could be pertuaded 
that either the neceſſity of the treaſury contracts for 
high price, or the neceſſity of the treaſury board bein 
obliged to take that buſineſs upon themſelves, had been ee 
plauſibly, much leſs clearly made out, 


11778. „„ ATE; \ 5 


His Lordſhip ſaid, the preſent enquiry formed but a ſmall 
art of what he deemed neceſſary, namely an inſpection and 
zamination of the public accounts in general. By what ap- 
zared from the papers on the table, and which had been fur- 
er explained and elucidated by the evidence at the bar, he 
id there was good ground for ſuſpicion, if not proof of actu- 


fac 8 ' . . 1 

me corruption. At all events there was ſufficient evidence to | 
. x . ! . 5 0 

pe port, in the fulleſt manner, the reſolutions which he propoſed 

Wh ſubmit to their Lordſhips conſideration; and of courſe to 


xuze their Lordſhips attention to an enquiry into the expen- 
ture of the public money, particularly at this time, at the 
we of a war with France, when public frugality was become 
zpeculiarly an act of ſound policy, nay of the utmoſt neceſ- 
ir, when we conſidered the powerful foes we were about 
pcontend with, > | | 

His Lordſhip concluded with informing the houſe, that he 


N ud ſeveral reſolutions ounces on the information on the ta- 
oo 2 propoſe. The firſt reſolution, and that on which the 


peſtion was put, was That there was taken up by the 
wy board, from Michaelmas 1775 to Michaelmas 1777, 
dur hundred and thirty five veſſels, carrying 131,000 tons. 
Earl of Sandvich ſaid he got up to oppoſe the reſolution ; Earl of 
r faid he did not doubt of its veracity, but he was very ſure, Sandwich. 
bom the nature of the ſervice, (it being quite a new caſe to 
ual an army ſo far from home) every poſſible line of ceco- 
pmy was adopted that could be by the treaſury ; and one 
wof of that amongſt many others was, the treaſury lately 
mocking off the odd ſixpence, becauſe the navy gave no 
fore than 12s, per ton. The price of freight was raiſed ; the 
ice was a preſſing ſervice and could not be trifled with; 
at the troops muſt be fed; for who would have Engliſhmen 
d friendly foreigners to ſtarve in an hoſtile land? that the 
eceſſity of ſending them proviſions at any rate was ſuch, 
hat if the freight ET been double it muſt have been paid; 
lat he had ſeen ſeveral letters from Gen. Howe, praying, 
lat a ſupply of proviſions ſhould be expedited ; that ſo far 
bm cenſuring the treaſury, in his opinion, they deſerved 
e thanks of their country, for the zeal and alacrity they had 
lern in this very buſineſs. His Lordſhip „ with 
Pving for the chairman to leave the chair. | 


Larl of Suffolk ſaid be muſt now as he had done before de- Erl of 
hre his objection to any reſolutions upon matters of fact. Hol. | 
he evidence had proved that tranſports could not be pro- = 
ured cheaper, The neceſſity of the ſervice called for diſ- | 
Vox. IX. 8 85 | patch. 
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patch. Sir William Howe had frequently preſſed adminiſtr. My 
tion on that head. 

Earl of Sbel. Earl of Shelburne ſaid that Sir Richard Temple anſwere eo 

burne. reluctantly; that Mr. Brummel, private ſecretary to the noble 
Lord at the head of the treaſury, affected to know nothing He. 
and Mr. Atkinſon had, with great plauſibility, aſſigned ever 
reaſon he believed for the contract being entered into but N 
true one; and had given and taken great credit to himſelhic 
and his employers, for his abating one per cent. of his come 
miſſion; but when did that happen? at the time that a ver 
critical ſcrutiny was making into the ſcandalous rum con 
tract, which had been condemned as a job, by the very ab 
and reſpectable merchants to whom this ſhameful tranſaction 


was referred. ſer 
The queſtion was put for the chairman to leave the chair 
contents 29, non- contents 18. le 


Earl of Ef-. Earl of Effingham moved that the employing private perſonWie 
* fngham. in the hiring and equipping veſſels in the manner taken ui 
by the navy board, has been a loſs to the public, to a ver Mo 


great amount. Houſe divided, contents 17, non-contents 35 


March 13, tio 

Private buſineſs, Adjourned to the 16th. Li 
| March 16, : w. 
Private buſineſs. | of 
| March 17, co 


Lord : Lord Weymouth delivered a meſſage from the king [Sam 
188 as was this day delivered to the Houſe of Commons, jz th 
Commons debates of this day.] reſpecting the treaty concluded 

between France and America, and a copy of the French am 
baſſador's notification of the fame. | 

As ſoon as the chancellor had read the meſſage and notif 

cation, | | | | 

Lord -. Lord Weymouth moved, That an humble addreſs be pre 
—_ ſented to his Majeſty to return his Majeſty the humble thank 
of this Houſe, for the communication of the paper preſentec 

to the Lord Viſcount Weymouth, by the order of the Frenct 

king; and for acquainting this Houſe, that in conſequence 

of the offenſive declaration, his Majeſty thought proper te 

order his ambaſſador to withdraw from the court of France. 

« To aſſure his Majeſty, that it is with the utmoſt difficul 

ty this Houſe can reſtrain the ſtrongeſt expreſſions of the re 
ſentment and indignation which they feel for this unjuſt anc 
unprovoked aggreſſion on the honour of his Majeſty's crown 

and the eſſential intereſts of his kingdoms, contrary to the Ja 

6 82 | | * IP 0 
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1 of nations, and injurious to the rights and poſſeſſions of every 
ſvereign power in Europe. 

« That the good faith and uprightneſs of his Majeſty's 
vere conduct towards foreign powers, and the fincerity of his in- 
tentions to preſerve the general tranquility, muſt be acknow- 
ledged by all the world, and his Majeſty cannot be conſidered 
a reſponſible for the diſturbance of this tranquility ; if his 
Majeſty ſhould find himſelf called upon to reſiſt the enterpri- 
zes of that reſtleſs and dangerous ſpirit of ambition and ag- 
grandizement, which has ſo often invaded the rights, and 
threatened the liberties of Europe. | 

„That we ſhould be wanting in our duty to his Majeſty, 
and ourſel ves, if we did not give his Majeſty the ſtrongeſt aſ- 
ſurances of our moſt zealous affiftance and ſupport. Every 
ſentiment of loyalty to his majeſty, and of our love to our 
country, will animate this Houſe to ſtand forth in the public 
defence, and to promote every meaſure, that ſhall be found 


ſonWWaeceflary for enabling his Majeſty to vindicate the honour of 
| vi bis crown, and to protect the juſt rights and eſſential intereſts 
verge theſe kingdoms,” | 


Lordſhips agreeing with the addreſs, if the approaching war 
was to be conducted by the ſame men who were the authors 
of all our preſent calamities, Men, in whoſe hands nothing 
could ſucceed ; and in whom it would be madneſs to confide. 
He reminded their Lordſhips of the frequent warnings and 
admonitions Miniſters had received from that fide of the 
Houſe, in which almoſt every progreſſive ſtep towards national 
min had been exactly foretold, even to the very important 
buſineſs of this day. They were informed of this very treaty. 
They declared their ignorance of it. He had himſelf, from 
time to time, as an act of duty, communicated whatever came 
to his knowledge reſpecting the diſpoſition of the court of 
France. He was ſatisfied of the truth of the matters contained 
in thoſe communications; but he had no right to expect that 
their Lordſhips would give credit to private information, in 
preference to the aſſurances of miniſters whoſe ſpecial duty it 
was to be acquainted with, and make known to that Houſe, 
the views, motives, and diſpoſition of our natural enemies. 
Indeed, there were ſome leading facts which ſpoke ſtrongly in 
favour of what he had ſuggeſted to their Lordſhips, ſuch as 
the reſidence of Meſſrs. Franklin and Deane at Paris. The 
open commerce carried on between France and che Colonies; 
the protection given to their privateers and W ; 
I | tne 
/ 


The Duke of Mancheſter ſaid, however great the provoca- Duke of 
tion given by France might be, he was totally againſt their Mancbefeer, 
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the contract between the Congreſs delegates, and the Frene 


farmers general, for certain quantities of tobacco, the groꝶt 


of the North American colonies, to be delivered in France 
at a ſtipulated price, &c. Thoſe, his Grace remarked, we 
circumſtances ſufficient, in his opinion, to open the eyes 
the moſt obſcinate and incredulous ; but, in ſpite of all this 
Minifters got majorities to ſupport them, againſt the ſtronge 
convictions of probability and common ſenſe. 

If we are to meet our enemies, the ſpirit of the nation my 
be as well wiſely directed as called forth. The ſit lation 
this country was perilous to the laſt degree; but, under th 
conduct of ſuch an adminiſtration, ruin was inevitable. Th 
enguiry into the ſtate of the nation proved their total incap 
city for holding the reins of government. Deftitute of a m 
litary force for the home defence, or of our only true nation: 
bulwark, a reſpectable navy, they laid us at the mercy of of 
enemies ; they waſted our blood and treaſure to no purpoſe 
and, what was worſe, they rendcsed us defenceleſs. The 
brought us to the melancholy dilemma of not being ina ſtate 
make peace, or proſecute a war. Are we prepared for a war 
No noble Lord will, I preſume, ſay we are, Can we preſery 
peace? He feared it was impoſſible. | 

His Grace then moved, that after the word ſupport, thi 


be inſerted, whenever his Majeſty ſhall, from the rega 


of the honour of his crown, and: the ſafety of his people, re 


move from his councils thoſe perſons, under whoſe admini 


ftration no plan, civil or military, has been ſucceſsful ; an 
the Colonies, ſo valuable a part of the empire, have been lo 
to the nation, and driven into connections with the court. 
France, and whoſe longer continuance in power, we are bou 
to repreſent to his Majeſty, may highly endanger the ſaſet 
of his crown, and the remaining parts of his dominions.“ 

Lord Weymouth. The amendment was in the firſt plz 


conditional; in the ſecond, it contained an accuſation again 
_ minifters,---- He ſaid, it was the firſt time he ever heard: 
addreſs from any Houſe of Parliament, approving of a meſſig 


or ſpeech from the throne, clogged with a condition whic 
implied, that what was right in itſelf ought not to be purſuet 
unleſs ſomething elſe were granted. For his part, if the a 
_ dreſs met the ſentiments of the Houſe, he thought it ſhoul 
receive its ſanction entirely on its own intrinſic merits, 2 
not while their Lordſhips were acceding to an act of du 
' accompany that act, with certain compulſory conditjon 
Such a conduct had both an ungenerous and unjuſt appt 


ance, 


3 


I 


me 


his! 
dune 


y fa 


Lord Dudley ſaid, he had voted for all the meaſures of mi- Lord Dad. 
ters, relative to the affairs of America, and could juſtify Y. 

s conduct to his own conſcience.— The war was in its 

finciples juſt, and was founded in good policy. The mea- 


ses, though they failed, were wiſely planned, and muſt 
hi e ſucceeded, if they had been properly executed. 
ge Earl of E HAngbam begged to know if there were any proofs Earl of E 


nating, to ſhew the total incapacity of miniſters. Every Fugbam. 
eaſure they planned contained the fulleſt evidence of their 
luficiency, He would not undertake to fay who were the 
faper perſons to ſucceed them. One rule however, for chu- 


T miniſters, he muſt adopt, which was, that they would 
alle ſuch men as were moſt likely to diſciaim all ſubſerviency, 
mi:y:ndence and obedience to an inviſible power. This invi- 


ble power was the great grievance to be provided againſt. 
his unconſtitutional ſubſerviency was the grand root of all 
eevils which have poured in upon us, ſince the commence- 
ent of the preſent reign. Whoever reſiſted this ſecret, con- 
zed impulſe, however able, was proſcribed; whoever paid 
he deſired obedience to it, however weak, ignorant, or inca- 
ble, was patronized and ſupported. To drag this ſecret 
ndermining power into the face of day, ought to be the 
it great object. As long as that power was able to influ- 
ice, and ſhift the reſponſibility annexed to the direction of 
reWe national councils, « 6hange of men would avail nothing; 
eſame influence would continue to produce ſimilar meaſures, 
o deſtroy that influence, it would be firſt neceſſary to iden- 
ſy and detect it. This could never be the caſe, while the 
ſtinctions of an o/Zen/rve and efficient cabinet were preſerved, 
e had heard a great deal of an efficent cabinet at the com- 
encement of the preſent war, te had heard a noble and 
aned Lord [Lord Mansfield ] acknowledge that he was once 


dq member of that ¶cient cabinet, but had declined it for ſome - 
ainears before. He had heard the ſame noble Lord ſay, that we 
0 fed paſſed the rubicon, and could not retreat. He feared 
ſWQrines of this kind did not originate in their proper place; 
die preſumed that they came to miniſters but ar ſecond: hand; 
ue was therefore for tracing the effect to 1ts true cauſe, The 
y expiation minifters could make to their country for the 
lin they had brought upon it, was to diſcloſe the authors of 
anole meaſures ; inftead of ſheltering themſelves behind the 
Ju me of the King at one time, and the Parliament at another. 


his laſt part of the ſubject brought into his memory another 
ound of exculpation, urged by miniſters, who had repeat- 
y faid they were not reſponſible, becauſe the meaſures pur- 

| | ſued 
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Lord Ra- 
ven ſcworti . 


Marguis of The Marquis of Rockingham aſked, ſhall we attack Fran 
Rechinghame nd thereby draw on us the whole ſtrength of the Houſe 


' Jeave the coafts of theſe kingdoms open to a foreign invaſion 


Lord preſent, in or out of adminiſtration, would, he hope 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1 


ſued were the meaſures of Parliament. He looked upon hin 
ſelf ſpecially bound never to permit this doctrine to paſs u 
noticed, he pledged himſelf to their Lordſhips and the publii 
that he would never endure ſuch a miniſterial apology to pa 
without properly animadverting upon its fallacy. Parliame 
had been deluded, deceived, abuſed, and miſled. Miniſt 
had miſinformed Parliament all along, they had miſrepreſent 
the force we had to contend with: they had acted in likema 
ner reſpecting our ſtate of ability and preparation; they 
ured us, that France was not only pacific, but friendly, b 
even though ſhe were not ſincere, that we were prepared 
the worſt; and above all, they told us that America was bo 
weak and diſunited, and that all we had to do, was to ſend 
ſuffcient force to protect and put arms in the hands of t| 
friends of government; conſequently, let the fault original 
where it mar, in a junto, an efficient cabinet or private advice 
, None of thoſe deſcriptions of men could ſhelter themſelves þ 
kind Parliament. They were meaſures recommended to Pali" 
liament, and adopted by it, upon aflurances repeatedly give 
if the facts contained in theie aſſurances were falſe or il 
founded, thoſe, and thoſe only who gave them, or inſtrudt 
Mminiftess to give them, were reſponiible to Parliament, 2 
;the people at large. 

Lord Ravenſworth (aid the ſituation of the nation was 
the laſt degree melancholy and alarming, and that which ey 
way we turned, almoſt inſurmountable difficulties preſentt 
themſelves. In ſuch a critical moment of national calami 
and diſtreſs, there was but one meaſure left to fave us, whid 
was, that of removing thoſe miniſters whom he ſaid, had bee 
ſufficiently convicted of every ſpecies of ignorance and vii 
lence. | E 


Bourbon united with America againſt us ? Shall we deſert e 
attempt on America, and leave the united ſtates at full liber 
o join with our foreign foes ? Shall we leave our Weſt-Ind 
iſlands and cur northern fiſheries to fall a prey to ſome one 
all of theſe powers? Or ſhall we, by protecting thoſe place 


If any one of thoſe places were left unprotected and defenc 
Jeſs, the conſequences would be dreadful ; and ſtill no nob 


venture to ſay, that we were at preſent in a ſtate of ſtreng| 
and preparation to attend to thoſe ſeveral objects. Was! 
fair way of judging what we were equal to, by what = 5 

alrea 
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ready done ? If that was to be the teſt, ſurely our ſituation. 
truly deplorable. What had we done, after three years 
tion of our whole ſtrength both by ſea and land? We had 
1defeated, or baMed, which to us was equivalent to defeat. 
fc had loſt one army, and perhaps, in a few months might 
eother. But who had been our adverſaries? A people who 
u been repreſented as poltroons and cowards, 
After reminding the King's ſervants of what he called their 
yincible obſtinacy, in adhering to meaſures, the evil conſe- 
ences of which had been ſo often foretold, he animadverted 
what had, in his opinion, been ſo improperly called the 
mciliatory bills. The very day the motion was made by a 
wle Lord in the other houſe, for leave to bring in his firſt 
neiliatory bill, the noble Duke in the blue ribbon near 
m (Grafton) reminded adminiſtration, that an honourable 
ember in the ſame houſe (Mr. Fox) informed the miniſter, 
ut this treaty had been ſigned the 6th of the ſame month; 
u aſked, if any one of the miniſters had heard any thing 
f ſuch a treaty? On which the noble viſcount, who now 
pred the addreſs, ſaid he had not. Taking this anſwer either 
y, he contended, that miniſters were equally to blame. 
they knew the report to be true, what a farce was it to hold 
t terms to America, already united to France by treaty ! 
they did not know of it, was it not the moſt inequivocal 
roof of their total incapacity ? America would laugh at the 
ally and flimſy cunning which dictated thoſe bills. The truth 
„ France and the colonies were in alliance. Nothing we 
ould now do would be ſufficient to break it, unleſs we decla- 
vida" America independent, and unleſs we held out advantages 
commerce which would render our offers acceptable; and 
< too as ſhe could not obtain from any other nation. A 
laration of this kind might not perhaps repair our injured 
our, but it would ſecure much more ſubſtantial benefits. 
He obſerved, that in the midſt of the moſt glorious ſucceſſes 
ls or any other country ever experienced, when we had the 
d moſt powerful monarchies in Europe to contend with, 
ky, indeed, almoſt all Europe; and when our ſucceſs and 
mitorzal acquiſitions encreaſed in proportion to the number. 
four foes, and the formidableneſs of the reſiſtance we met; 
tne very zenith of our naval glory and military victories, 
le main argument for making a peace was, the low price of 
r ſtocks, and the inability and ruinous expence of proſe- 
ting a war carried on in fo extenſive a manner. What is 
ie caſe now? without an ally, baffled and defeated by a part 
our own ſubjeRs ; half exhauſted, we are going to enter 
3 into 
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Duke of 
Ric bend. 
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into a war with the ſame great powers, and that for an objec 
impoſſible to be attained by the force of arms. Here his Lord 
ſhip computed the ſeveral ſums borrowed for the three la 
years of the late war, which he ſaid, were twelve, eighteen 
and twelve millions. The firſt of thoſe years we borrowed x 
four, the next at four and a half, and the laſt at five pe 
cent. whereas now before the battle is begun, and when er 
we want to borrow only fix millions, we are obliged to pꝛ 
upwards of five per cent. This, he ſaid, muſt ſhew all thy 
living friends of the late peace the madneſs of going to war 
The Marquis aſcribed every one of the diſagreeable circum 
ſtances which preſſed upon this country, to the ignorance 
wilful inattention, or ſhameful ſervility to the inſtructions o 
thoſe who dare not avow themſelves of the miniſtry. France ee 
whatever miniſters pretended, or might ſtill continue to pre 
tend, acted her part without diſguiſe, and it was evident tha 
in her preſent notification ſhe laughed at the Britiſh miniſtry ii 
Duke of Richmond ſaid he was aſtoniſhed at the ſilence 0 
miniſters, one of whom had moved an addreſs, the conſe 
quences of which might involve the nation in ruin; yet ha 
declined to offer a ſingle reaſon in its ſupport. - It importeWſ{h 
nothing leſs than a declaration of war on our part ; before thei 
Lordſhips, therefore, acceded to fo hazardous a propoſition 
he thought it behoved miniſters to inform the parliament and 
people, how far we were prepared for ſuch an event; to ac em 
quaint their Lordſhips with the {tate of our finances, thi 
ſtrength of our armies and fleets, the general reſources in me: 
and money, the number of our allies, and their ability to 2 
ſiſt us. It was not becauſe France had acted treacherouſly o 
unfairly; it was not becauſe ſhe had inſulted us, and treate( 
us with derifion and contempt, that we ſhould ruſh headlon; 
on certain ruin; we ſhould firſt look to the object, to attainMſhou 
which, we were about to plunge ourſelves into a war with tue! 
united power of the Houſe of bes, aided by a third par 
of our own ſubjects; and follow it by another conſideration 
the poſſible conſequences of miſcarrying in the attempt, and 
bringing certain deſtruction on our own heads, What the! 
was the object? Moſt certainly the recovery of America. 
Would any one Lord in adminiftration riſe and. ſay, tha 
there was the moſt diſtant proſpect of recalling America fro 
her engagements with France? 

His Grace then entered into a comparative view of the ft: 
of the army and navy, with thoſe we were preparing to content 
with; and obſerved; we had loſt nearly 24, ooo ſoldiers, 2K 
upwards of 4©c00 ſeamen and marines, and had ſpent 3 

i © million 


— 


As. dn 


pillions of money to worſe than no purpoſe; becauſe, be- 
es France and Spain, we would have America to contend 


lit war, that with America we were 2 match for. the Houſe 
Bourbon, yet, when America ſhould be thrown into the 
polite ſcale, we would be a match for the whole three; if 
man could work himſelf up into. ſo prepoſterous 2n ex- 
lation, bounded upon fo abſurd a concluſion, he pitied 
im, but muſt decline to argue with him. : 

th ln a choice of difficulties, what then was to be done? For 


var s part, be would, inſtead of ſending out commiſſioners to 
mos purpoſe, arm them with powers to declare America inde- 
ceWſjendent, if they choſe it. This would be the only means to 
; of®iroid a war, in the firſt inſtance, with France; and the beſt 


nethod to ſecure the friendſhip and commerce of our colonies. 
for to him two things appeared equally certain, which were, 
that all we could ever expect from America was a friendly 
lance, founded in reciprocal commercial advantages; and 
hat, if we declared war, which the preſent addreſs imported, 


e nerica would find herſelf bound by every tie and motive of 
ba bonour, intereſt; and ſound policy, to faithfully and rigidly 
teſſiihere to her engagements with France, as being the cauſe of 
nc Vat war, : | 

on His Grace condemned the language held by ſome Lords 
an that Houſe, in throwing the blame upon the generals and 


tmmanders in America. But ſuch language was uſed ſpa- 


ſuch opinions without doors. He ſaid General Howe was a 
eat and able officer; that the fault was not in the execu- 
tion, but the plans; and that he had performed every ſerviee 
te was ſent upon. | 

He took up the meſſage from the table; and after ſaying he 
ſhould conſider and treat it as the Houſe always confidered 
the ſpeeches from the throne, viz, as the work of the mini- 
ſer, he read it, and objected very forcibly to the warmth of 
te expreſſions, declaring, that in his opinion France had 
lone nothing wrong in coming into ſuch a treaty as ſhe had 
made with America. That ſhe had patiently waited from 
the 5th of July, 1776, to the 6th of February, 1778, almoſt 
two years, before. ſhe would come. into any ſort of compact 


night to do it, ſhe had done it without excluding Great-Bri- 
bin from a ſhare of the American commerce, and in ſuch a 
manner that it was not a neceſſary conſequence for a war to 
zue, unleſs Great-Britain- provoked one. The notification 


» 


- 


ith, Suppoſing, for argument ſake, which was the caſe the 


ingly there, in compariſon to the pains taken to circulate. 


Fith America. That, now. ſhe had found it convenient and- 
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Bi hop of 
Oxford. 


E ar! of 
awentry» 


Rithop of 
O. ford. 


from the vaſt ſums which ſome of them ſo idly waſted. The 


«tt 
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of this treaty, made by the French ambaſſador, alſo had ng 
one angry word in it; there was no neceſſity for us therefot 
to commence a war; the nation was in circumſtances ever! 
way unfit for ſuch an undertaking, and if peace could be pre! 
ſerved without an injury to the honour of Great-Britain. i » 
was an act of madnets to go to war. He ſaid further, had HN 
been to adviſe his Majeſty, he certainly would have adviſe 
him merely to ftate the fact to Parliament, and not by au lo. 
means to have done it in the language of paffion. As the 
matter ſtood, he thought the wiſeſt way would be not to ech 
back the meſſage, but in the addreſs merely to ſav, thai" 
their Loruſhips were on all occaſions ready to ſupport ther 
honour and the dignity of the crown.” | 

Biſhop of Oxford, after apologizing for a man of his pro 
feſſion taking part in a debate in which war was the ſubjet Wiſe: 
obſerved, that in another Houſe of Parliament, his breibre bee 
had been faid to have been cloathed in blood; in anſwer tc 
vehich remark, he ſhould content himſelf with declaring 
that the ſpeaker of it was not eloquent, in ſo ſaying. Hi, 
Lordſhip ſpoke to the origin of the American war, and ſaid 
though repreſentation and taxation had been denied to be cor Wo 
relative terms, he had, after mature thinking, found out Win 
propoſition that was correlative, and that was taxation an f 
protection; the former not to be paid as the price of th 
latter, but to be agreed to as the means of enabling thi: 
country to afford the latter. | | be { 
Earl of Coventry replied to the right rev. prelate, by re 
minding him of a portion of Scripture, which recommends to fue 
prince before he goes to war, to conſider well both his och 
{trength and that of his adverſaries; and if, by a compariſon lo. 
he ſhould find the ſcale preponderate againſt him, then to dg x 
every thing in his power to conciliate, and promote peach 
with the enemy. He begged that his Lordſhip would mak 
the application. 


| 2 
Biſhop of Oxford roſe again, and thanked the noble Ear * 
for reminding him of the reſources of the kingdom, whic "8 


he declared he had in his head when he roſe to ſpeak, bu q 
from the ſuddenneſs of his ſperch they had eſcaped him! 
the courſe of it. [This threw the Houſe into a roar of laugh 
ter.] Great-Britain, he truſted, was not without reſources 
he was ſure, if the extravagances of all ranks of people wel m 
retrenched, enough might be ſaved to carry on the war 
enough to build a fleet large enough to protect this nation 


might be ſaved, even from the profuſion of their Lordſhip- 


Biſho 
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tiſhop declared he did not mean in the; article of living, 

ble, &c. but another matter, which—he would not mention. 

Earl of zbingdon, I riſe to expreſs my utmoſt indignation Farlof 
what J have this day heard from his Majeity's miniſters, Abingden- 
Ay Lords, his Majeſty is betrayed, this Houſe is trifled 


eck th, the nation is 1nlulted ; but I hope, my Lords, this 
an oute has not loſt its retentment, and that Engliſhmen wilt 
tho longer bear the treatment they have met with. It is not 
chq ore than twelve days paſt, that miniſters told us that no trea- 
hay was ſigned between France and America, and that they had 


jrery aſſurance of peace witk France. And now, my Lords, 
re are told by thofe very miniſters, that a treaty is figned 
kerween France and America; and, by a meſſage from his Ma- 
ty, we are called upon to go to war with France. Is this poſ- 
ble, my Lords? A war with France !—Yes, and with Spain, 
ww, Unable to cope with America fingly, we are to have a 


nz rr with France, and with Spain united; as if in our very weak- 
Hi es conſiſted our ſtrength, "This is madneſs, it is delperation, 


tis folly, No, my Lords, it is neither; it is wickedneſs; this 
wuntry is fold to France, When ſuſpicious men leave their 
duty and their office here, and inofficially take journies to 
Paris, there is ſomething more than ſuſpicion in this. If 
this country becomes a province to France, as I too much 
far it will, that infamous family of the Stuarts may again 
e ſeated on the Britiſh throne. My Lords, there is no other 
key to open the myſtery of theſe meaſures; and I am not 
ingle in my opinion,; the eyes of many ſee it in the ſame 
pt; and I could wiſh it to become the ſubject of your 
Lordſhips? attention. 5 : 

Earl of Shelburne, after ſaying that the declaration deli- Ear! of 
rered by the French ambaſſador was of ſuch a nature as to Shelburne. 
render it almoſt, impoſſible to avoid a war, aſked how we 
kere prepared for ſuch an event? Without fleets, without 
mies, without allies, and without reſources, what was to be 
done? Miniſters had not a moment to loſe ; they 'muſt in- 
lantly ſet about adopting meaſurcs ſuited to the preſent exi- 
gencies of affairs; they muſt not only get a ſufficient force 


7h : . . TT 

eseady to begin the war, but by reviving the ſpirit of the 
en vnſtitution, by dropping every inferior, petty, clerk-like 
i W'ſtem of government; by rendering the operations and 


pans of the. cabinet obvious, clear, and tranſparent, fo that 
ul who run may read, they muſt regain the confidence of the 
people, without which they could neither proſecute the war 
th vigour, nor hope to end it with honour. Above all 


11 things, 


334 


ple, he ſaid, to a certain law lord, [Lord Mansfield, 


with fafery turn ſtate Quixotes, and from motives of vani! 
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things, he adviſed them to drop the ſcandalous exertion of 
undue influence, to relieve the people from the burden o 
corruption, and to advert to an expreſſion, a beautiful ey 
preſſion, which he had met with in the Parliamentary de 
bates of former periods, and which fell from the mouth of 
noble member of that Houſe, viz. That every weigh 
taken off the nation gave her wings.” Thus by lizhtcning 
the preſſure. upon the people, they would have power to ex 
ert themfelves ; their antient ſpirit would revive, and enter 
ing into the war with chearfulneſs and alacrity, they woult 
rſue it with vigour. The bank of England muſt be con 
ned every poſſible means muſt be exerted to affiſt th 
bank and keep up the public credit. Sleeping and wakin 
he had it ever in his mind, and Dr. Price, with waom h 
had frequently converſed on the ſubject, had convinced hi 
of the urgent neceſſity of making the bank a primary obe 
of national attention and ſupport, 
After going through the various points, in order to enab| 
us to maintain the war ſucceſsfully, his Lordſhip took oc 
caſion to throw out ſome exceeding ſevere remarks applica 


He ſaid when he was laſt in France, he had a long conver 
ſation with a churchman, and among other matters, politic 
came to be the topic; when the prieſt declared, that hi 
proſeſſion was of all others the beſt for a ſtateſman, for thi 
whenever a churchman had by his intrigues and adventure 
as a politician, put the kingdom in danger, and thrown tb 

ublic concerns into confuſion, he had nothing to do but 
retire to his church, content himſelf with the parade th 
fituation afforded, and lie ſnug till public matters havin 
taken a different turn, and recoyered their former proſpero 
condition, it was ſafe for him again to ſtep forward, an 
once more become the ſtate pilot. His Lordſhip aid, h 
feared another profeſſion in this country followed the ſam 
idea, and practiſed exactly what the French churchman ha 
mentioned to 'him ; he meant the law. Were our Judge 
folely employed in explaining the ſtatutes, and diſtributin 
Juftice in the courts below? Had no one of them bufic 
Himſelf more in political projects than in the duties of h 
profeſſion? In his opinion the office of judge was a moſt 
portant one, and ſo weighty was the duty, that no oth 
avocation ſhould be ſuffered to interfere with it; leaſt of al 
that of directing the helm of government. Tf judges cou 


and the hopes of agrandizing their names, indulge * 
| en 
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fires in mad ſchemes and abſurd projects, till finding the ruin 
their country to be in proſpect, in conſequence of their 
exWhvitics, they thought it neceſſary to ſhp their necks out of 
ke collar, and retire to their courts, he ſhould be one to ſay, 
at the act which rendered the Judges no longer dependent 
n the Crown, and which had been regarded as a praiſe-wor- 
inge ſtatute, was the moſt pernicious and fatal to the eſſential 
exWhtereſts of the people that ever paſſed in this country. He 
terWfirmed, if ſuch a traiterous conduct was permitted to go 
wpuniſhed, the act for rendering the Judges independent of 
one Crown, inſtead of being the greateſt bleſſing to the na- 
"Won, would prove its greateſt curſe 5 becauſe on a change of 
u miniſtration ſuch men might formerly be removed; where- 


h now . may retain their places, unleſs ſome ſpecial de- 
nin mqueacy ſhould be proved againſt them, which was not al- 
Was practicable. . 


His Lordſhip differed from the Duke of Richmond reſpect- 
g the propriety of preſerving peace; declaring he thought, 
ireumſtanced as we were, that war muſt be purſued. He 
bid he would not cant, nor did he mean to preach to their 
dfhips, for that was the office of the Clergy ; not that he 
bought the right reverend Lord who had ſpoken in the pre- 
tat debate had given a good anſwer to the charge of the 
each being cloathed in blood, by preaching up a ſpirit of 
nanimity for war. The right reverend Lord had men- 
Ioned one ſpecies of reſource ; he would beg leave to re- 
ommend another, and that was to lop thoſe drones of focie- 
„ the church benefices ; he did not, he ſaid, here allude to 
he bench, he meant only the golden prebends, and thoſe 
urch officers, who, having no parochial connection, lived 
life of idleneſs and inutility; who gained great wealth 
nthout doing any ſervice to ſociety. ED : 
The Earl concluded with declaring that he was an advo- 
ate for peace, if it could be procured with honour, which 
r did not think poſſible. So far, however, was he from 
un iſhing to be thought an advocate for war, he would neither 
Ire his vote as an affirmative to the addreſs, nor as a nega- 
Ire for the amendment. 5 
The queſtion was put on the Duke of Mancheſter's 
mendment, when the contents were 34, proxies 2, total 36; 
ad the non- contents 84, proxies. 16, total 100. 
As ſoon as their Lordſhips returned from below the bar, 
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ord Ravenſworth made ſome very ſevere obſervations on the Lord Ra- 


enfWondut of miniſters, in not offering a fingle ſyllable in ſup- Ce. 


port 
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port of the motion. He obſerved that there was a very fu 
and reſpectable bar; and he doubted not but it would ge 47 
out among the body of the people, in what a contemptuoſ ! 


U pl 


manner miniſters had dared to treat the King's meilage, 
| mar 


Lord Weymouth replied, that if this cenſure was principal | 
ly intended for him, he did not think himſelf nor any oth.” 
foo in office in the leaſt deſerving of it. He could, hou” > 
ever, anſwer for himſelf, that his filence procecded from e“ 
diſreſpect, either to his Majeſty or that Houle ; but mere” 
becauſe he thought there was no occaſion to ſupport a mel * 
ſure by argument or elucidation, which, from the tenor ff” 
the paper, became an act of neceſſity. The main queſtio”* 
was then put on the addreſs; contents 68, non-contents 2; . 

| March 18, 19, and 20, 1 

No debates. Adjourned to the 23d. 3 

March 23. * 

Lord /Yezymouth preſented the following meſſage from t| n 
King: 3g 

8 The French King having by his embaſſador given nc *% 
tice to one of his Majeſty's miniſters of his having enter: 3 
into a treaty of amity and commerce with America; and 3 
appearing that the military preparations in France have bes 
conſiderably. increaſed ; his Majeſty, from his parental cal 
and concern for his people, and his wiſhes to provide eve 
means in his power for their defence, and the defence of | 
kingdom, thinks it neceſſary to acquaint their Lordſhips ( 
his intention, in conformity to the power veſted in him 
ſeveral acts of Parliament, to call forth and embody the n 
litia of the kingdom whenever occaſion ſhall require,” 

Lord Heymouth again roſe, and moved, That an hum) 
addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to return him the thanl 
of this Houſe for his moſt gracious meſſage ; and to expre 
the ſenſe of his goodnets and the parental care and conce 
for his people, in providing every means in his power tl 
may tend to their defence; and in his intention to call o 
and aſſemble the militia, if it ſhall be found neceſlary ! 
that purpoſe.” Agrecd to. : 

The Vue went into a committee on the ſtate oft 


dert. 
ova, 
die 
Mai] 
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i an 
4 


4 
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nation. | | 
. : p ; o ; oy 4 its 
The Duke of Richmond began with enumerating the {ci 2 
ral benefiis which had reſulted from the enquiries of d ) 
. : . raſh 
committee, viz. the aſcertainment of the ſtate of the arm, 


0 4 0 
the ſtate of the navy, the general expenditure in conſequen be 
of the American war, and a particular inveſtigation of 


P | 


.f „ „ 


of that expenditure; he declared that he thought it was 
ing do the committee that miniſters had ſo far been 
acht to their ſenſes as to ſet about ſomething like an at- 
ppt to accor::modate matters with the Americans, and to 
mare a plan, which, however inadequate it might be, in 
,0pinton, it was certainly a plan of conciliation, inaſmuch 
gave up many of the moſt obnoxious points in conteſt 
cen this country and America, He aſſured their Lord- 
os, that the main object he had in view, when he moved 
the committee before Chriſtmas, was to lay a foundation 
propoſing and adopting ſuch meaſures as were molt likely 
woe reſpect and reputation abroad, and a re- union with 
r revolted colonies, The conſequence of the enquiry, fo 
as had yer appeared, went clearly to prove that our land- 


— rr 


fu 


fre or defenſive war; our trade had been moſt materially 
ured 5 fuch of our dependencies as we ſtill retained pot- 
lion of were in a molt ruinous, unprepared, and defenceleſs 
action; and our naval force on different ſides of the At- 
ie; and, he feared, far from being in the flouriſhing ſtate 
lad been fo repeatedly deſcribed in that Houle ſince the 
nmencement of the preſent ſeſſion. He was happy, how- 
tr, to diſcover, that our military force within the kingdom 
s much ſtrengthened ſince the returns were made, on 
uch, in the early ſtages of the committee, he had framed 
reſolutions. By the laſt returns on the table it appeared, 
the o d corps were become nearly complete, conſiſting of 
zooo men, and tlie new levies already amounted to 8000, 
| would probably at a very ſhort period be quite full, which 
ld amount to an additional force of 15,000 men. 
The public, he obſerved, were much indebted 10 a noble 
ke Bolton] whom he did not fee in his place, for that 
tof the enquiry into the ſtare of the nation which he had 
lertaken, namely, the navy; which, according to the 
guage of miniflers, was our great national bulwark. His 
we then mentioned the King's meſſage on the French 
ballador's reſcript; and repeated his declaration, that he 
s lorry to fee the maflage couched in terms of warmth 
langer, and ſtill more iorry to tee their Lordſhips take 
the buſineſs in the fame ſtile of reſentment. More 
ly to ſupport this opinion, the Duke deſired their 
ſhips to look back to their own hiſtory, and ſee what 
been done on fimilar occaſions. Queen Elizabeth, the 
„ moſt 


{ 
j 


ce was totally inadequate to the purpoſes of either an of- 


327 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 177 


zealous for the preſervation of the national honour of ; 
the crowned heads who had poſſeſſed the throne of the| 
kingdoms, aſſiſted the Huguenots with one hundred thou? 
pounds and fix thouſand men, although the Huguenots we 
actually the ſubjects of France, and were then in open ar 
againſt their ſovereign. A remonſtrance took place, but n 
war enſued. The ſame Princeſs, when in perfect peace wit 
Spain, afhſted the confederates with a large tum of mone 
who were then endeavouring to throw off the Spaniſh yoke 
and, what was more, Elizabeth, in her notification of th 
fact to the >paniſh court, expreſsly ſaid that ſhe lent the co 
federates the money, and affifted them with the men, out 
her love and affection to her good friend, the King of Spai 
having no other view but to preſerve the ſtates for him, a 
prevent their throwing themſelves into the arms of Franc 
This pretext, his Grace declared, was not much reliſhed þ 
the King of Spain; however, that monarch thought it pr 
dent nor to take any ſerious notice of it, and no war broke 0 
between the two kingdoms for ſome years. His Grace ſad 
the treaty entered into between France and America v 
certainly a defenfive one, as it ſtated that France was dete 
mined to protect her commerce with America; a matter : 
_ obviouſly the conſequence of her treaty, that it was r 
ceedingly unneceflary to have ſtated it in her notification Mu 
the King's ſervants, and he heartily wiſhed it had not beer; 
ſtated. If we attacked France, America was bound in he 
nour to aſſiſt her againſt us; and if we could not conqu 
America ſingly, when joined with France, there appeared 
be but little hopes of our ſucceſs : he begged their Lori 
ſhips, therefore, maturely to conſider the conſequence of ſen 
rupture with France, on the ground of the treaty ; repea 
ing, that commencing a war upon ſuch a ground would n 


* - 8 . . 
only confirm the independency of America, but put an chic 
to all hopes of reconciliation with her on any terms. 0 


His Grace next came to a conſideration of what was pf e 
per to be done in the preſent ſituation of public affairs; ee 
earneſtly preſſed the miniſtry immediately to put the nati 
into a reſpectable ſtate of defence, He ſaid he highly a 
plauded the meaſure of calling out the militia; but obſery 
that many other matters were alſo neceſſary to be done. 
the beſt way of learning what was neceſſary, he had look 
back to the time of Queen Elizabeth, and ſeen what meali 
were taken when this country was threatened with an in 


fion by the famous Spaniſh Armada, At that time we 
* p f 1 
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army of 40,000 men in the kingdom ; and yet it was 
: aliought prudent to take a great variety of other meaſures for 
thei: public ſecurity. Engineers were ſent down to fortify the 
ulncrable parts of the ſea coaſt, forts were erected at certain 
wen kances, beacons put up in order to give ſignals to the army, 
e militia divided into different bodies, and marched to va- 
ut nous parts to be ready at a moment's warning, and ſpecial 
wiW-tons were given to lay the country waſte for a conſi- 
able extent wherever the enemy attempted to land, in or- 
to check their progreſs, and to prevent their receiving 
other ſubſiſtence but from their ſhips. Had any mea- 
tres like theſe been taken? Had engineers been ſent into 
ut ffi: different maritime countries to mark out entrenchments, 


paul to plan ſuch ſort of fortifications as the ſituations of the 
, anWeb:Cive places made neceſſary? A general officer ought to 
anc: (cputcd to aſſiſt the Lord Lieutenant of every county; for 
dci officer, however willing, however able in other mat- 
pros, could not ſo well judge of the proper meaſures to be 
eo en by an army as a military man, accuſtomed to ſervice. 
la lach remained to be done beſides merely calling out the 
Mit MER 

etc His Grace ſaid he ſhould now come to the ſubject matter of 


Is motion; which he faid the neceſſity of the times called 
ro preſſingly, that he hoped it would at leaſt meet with no 


n | ance from any one of their Lordſhips. The want of 
belWirates, in caſe of a war with France, was fo obvious, that 
1 eeded no argument to ſhew the prudence and propriety of 
qu ning ſome of them home: indeed, without them we could 
d nothing; for notwithſtanding there might be many large 
or ps fit for ſea at home, he was well aſſured there were not 
of men enough in the kingdom to man our navy; the reaſon 


b evident ſo great a number were now on board our fleet 
America, and on board the innumerable tranſports there, 
nich had been ſent out partly to carry the army, and part- 
to victual that army. As a proof of the difficulty of 
weuring ſeamen, his Grace ſaid there had laſt week been an 
ceeding hot preſs on the river, when he underſtood no more 
kan five hundred ſeamen were got, and of them a very large 
umber were of neceſſity returned. Here the Duke recur- 
to his former arguments reſpecting the independency of 
nerica; urging cur acknowledging her independency, as 
proper, and indeed the only probable, means of accommo- 
ing our impolitic and deſtructive differences, and decla- 
ug that this country had ſtill many friends there, who, 
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ſtrong argument in our favour; and, by being enabled i 


ly from the noble Duke, as to the manner, as well as t 
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upon our taking ſuch a meaſure, would be furniſhed with 


convince their brethren that Great-Britain had done ever 
thing which throughout the quarrel they had ſaid they de 
fred, would, he doubted not, wean them from al] thought 
of a connection with France, and induce them to make 2 
honourable and laſting alliance with Great-Britain. 

His Grace concluded his ſpzech with the following motion 
That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to de 
fire that he will be pleaſed to give orders that all his ſhips 
war and land forces be immediately withdrawn from the port 
and territories of the thirteen revolted provinces, and diſpoſe 
of in ſuch manner as to his Majeſty in his wiſdom ſhall ſee 
beſt calculated for the defence of the remaining parts of t 
empire, in the difficult fituation in which we are unfart 
nately placed, humbly beſeeching him to take into his par 
cular conſideration the condition of England and Ireland t 
repel a foreign invaſion; and imploring him to take the me 
ſpeedy and effectual meaſures for providing for the ſecurit 
of theſe kingdoms.” 1 

Earl of Sandwich ſaid, that there were many objeQions 
the motion at this time; whether it might not be proper here 
after to adopt the meaſure recommended by the motion, w: 
more than he could pretend to determine. He differed wide 


time; for granting, in argument, that the troops ought to 
withdrawn, this Houſe was not the proper place to declare 
Such a mealure, thus publicly recommended, might furnil 
the means to our enemies of defeating it; therefore, whetht 
proper or improper, he ſhould oppoſe it, on the ground of | 
expediency, and move the previous queſtion, or, whi 
amounted to the ſame thing, that the chairman do leave 
chair. 

As to the preſs of Tueſday night, alluded to by the nob 
Duke, his Grace was perfectly right in his aſſertion, that i 
veral perſons preſſed, when they came to be examined, we 
diſcharged, It was impoſſible to know ſeamen in the dari 
The laws in being have created ſeveral exemptions, even whe 
ſeamen are in the caſe. Boys under ſuch an age; men pa 
fifty; thoſe concerned in the Greenland trade, and in 0 
fiſheries; and ſome in other caſes, are exempted : con 
quently, when a warm preſs takes place, numbers are di 
charged. But be the number cf perſons preſſed in the ri 
what they may, they formed but a very inconſiderable part“ 
the number of men procured ſince the proſpect of an # 

I proachi 
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di waching war. Many ports in Great-Britain and Ireland 
rere produced great numbers in the courſe of the late preſs ; 
dee he could affirm, from his own knowledge, that there 


ere more able ſeamen preſſed at Portſmouth alone, than in 
the river Thames, on Iueſday laſt. After all this, he was 
dy to acknowledge, that there was a great ſcarcity of men, 
though no means whatever had been left untried by him to 
medy that defect. It might be aſked, how it happened that 
amen came to be ſcarcer now, and more difficult to be pro- 
oed, than at any former period? He knew none but one, 
mich was what had been aſſerted in argument by ſeveral no- 
ſe Lords on the other fide ; that we had not, as on former 
xcafions, any American. ſailors, thoſe, including the priſo- 
ers taken by the American privateers, with the crews of thoſe 
ryateers, amounting to 18000; which, if we conſidered 
at thoſe men were employed againſt us, made a real dif- 
rence of 36000 men. If this was not the cauſe of the 
unt of ſeamen, he was at a loſs to gueſs ; but the fact ſup- 
ported the aſſertion, that they were actually ſcarce, He was 
lll of opinion that we had ſhips enough ready for ſea, but 


cru ready to acknowledge that ſhips without men were of 
very little ſervice, Wich regard to the want of frigates at 
(Wome, there was no denying it; they were wanted, wanted 
tWitremely ; but would declaring that want to all the world 
0 nike it leſs ? Would it not be more prudent to conceal that 
© 'Wrcumſtance from our enemies, than, by revealing it thus 


wblicly, inſtruct them to avail themſelves of that particular 
eakneſs ? | 

After this he went into a general review of thoſe parts of 
he Duke's ſpeech in which his Grace had ſtated the weakneſs 
the kingdom, and after thanking him for having forborne 
make too cloſe an inveſtigation of the ſtate of the navy, 
emarked, that it was every way imprudent to tell France 
bere the kingdom was leaſt defended. Upon this ground 
cenſured the obſervations of the noble Duke, as to the de- 
ration which his motion carried in it, that England and 
land were not in a fit ſtate to repel an invaſion. Is it, ſays 


Pal, politic to ſtate to our enemies where our coaſts are vul- 
rable? Is it prudent to declare that we are unable to repel 

W invaſion ? And, if the fact were as the noble Duke has 
| 


ated it, is it wiſe to court an invaſion ? I thank God, I fear 
ot an attack from France, but I certainly ſhould be eaſier 
my mind, if I was convinced ſhe had no hoſtile intentions 
eanſt this country at preſent. His Lordſhip declared that 
te declaration from France was inſulting and offenſive ; that 
vu 2 miniſters 
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miniſters would have been highly culpable, had they not 
ſhewa a ſpirit of reſentment; but that nothing had hee 
done on their part, ſince the receipt of the King's meſſage 
which wore the face of irritability, or could be conſtrued int; 

a deſign to provoke a war with France. | 
Duke of Richmond replied, that the noble Earl's ſpeech con 
firmed, in ſo many words, almoſt every ſyllable he had ai 
in behalf of the preſent motion What, again, was the noble 
Earl's repeated boaſtings relative to the formidable ſtate o 
our navy come to? That we had ſhips, but that we cou! 
not procure ſeamen to man them moſt melancholy tidings 
indeed | He remarked, that the noble Earl had paid him 
compliment which he did not fee] himſelf conſcious of me 
riting ; he could not accept of it, therefore, without dec); 
ring his ignorance of his being in the leaſt intitled to it. Th 
noble Earl had thanked him for ſaying ſo little about the ſtat 
of the ſtate of the navy. The reaſon of his being ſo ſhor 
upon that ſuhject. proceeded not from any intention to ftif 
any thing he 3 not becauſe it would not have been pru 
dent, at this critical moment, to expoſe our weakneſs, 0 
which he had ſo frequently given his ſentiments; but merel 
becauſe the noble Duke Duke of Bolton] who had manage 
the enquiry into the ſtate of our navy a few days ſince, hat 
gone ſo fully and fo ably-into the ſubject, as to leave hin 

little or nothing to add upon it. | 

The only appearance of a national objection made by th 
noble Earl, was, not againſt the motion in point of neceſſity 
but on the ground of policy and expediency---the mode it 
which it ought to be carried into execution---under the im 
pervious colour of ſecrecy and ſilence. His Grace laugheſ 
at ſuch mock caution ; as if our fleets and armies could b 
ordered home, or to other ſtations offenſive or defenſive, with 
out the previous knowledge of the French court. 
He thought, that the filence of miniſters was extreme! 
culpable. He called upon the noble Lord at the head of tn 
admiralty to declare, whether our navy was in ſuch a ſtate e 
to protect our ſeveral dependencies; becauſe, if it was noi c 
moſt certainly it was alone a full reaſon for ſtrengthening thoſi in 
parts which immediately called for protection; and whicna 
protection could not, in the moment, be procured. For in 
ſtance, he would be glad to know, from the noble Lord, Wn 
our naval force in the Eaſt or Weſt Indies was equal to than 
united force of France and Spain in thoſe parts, If it wah" h 
not, thoſe places were at this inſtant at the mercy of thelt 
powers, He had ſtrong reaſons to believe, that the firſt ws" 
| woule 
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no duld be ſtruck in the eaſtern or weſtern world. A conſi- 
enble number of additional troops had been ſent to the 
French Weit-India iſlands the year before laſt; and he was 
ured, by a perſon of veracity, lately returned from the Eaſt- 
Indies, that the French navy was much ſuperior to ours in 
bat quarter of the globe. The whole argument then turned, 


On W woah a 
ſaid e ſaid, upon the confidence miniſters were entitled to. They 
obi e hitherto deccived us; they have brought us into our 


geſent lamentable ſituation ; but they muit not be directed 
| adviſed 3 becauſe their paſt miſmanagement, ignorance, 
Wuaders, and incapacity, is a ſufficient pledge to us for their 
ure ability to re{cue us from the various dangers and threa- 
red ruin which is now ready to burſt udon us, and end in 
he total deſtruction of this country. He concluded with 
umplimenting a noble Lord in a red ribbon [Lord Amberit] 
u his being called into the cabinet; and congratulated the 
ation on the circumſtance, as the moſt likely to pro- 


note its moſt eſſential intereſts, As he underſtood the noble 


ru 
4 bly have the command of the forces to be employed againſt 
rel e enemy, if a landing ſhould be effected; notwithſtanding 


ke had the higheſt opinion of the noble Lord's wiſdom, ex- 
rrience, and ability, he would take the liberty of giving him 
d piece of advice, and that was, not to ſuffer his judgment 

be run away with by the vulgar idea of fighting the French 
the moment they landed, and driving them inſtantly back by 
battle; but to conſider that if a battle was loſt, under ſuch 
mumſtances, the kingdom was loſt; and that by wiſely de- 
ling to come to an action, he might, like another Fabius or 
mother Waſhington, prove the ſaviour of his country. 


iſtuation as ſhe was at that inſtant, ought not to be truſted a 
woment longer. His Grace declared, that from the fulleſt 
mvition of what he now affirmed, he had been reduced to 
he neceſſity of ſtanding in the odious light of a perſonal 
Kcuſer; and had accordingly moved to addreſs his Majeſty, 
Þintreat him to diſmiſs his ſervants, as no longer worthy of 
maining in their public ſtations : that the ſame reaſons 
mich had induced him to make the motion {till preſſed upon 
Is mind with additional force; for he could not entertain a 
wmentary hope, either of reconciliation with America, of 
gt honourable peace, or ſucceſsful war with France, while 
loſe men, who had broke the ties of affection and duty 
dich united America with Great- Britain, remained in office; 


and 
> 


Lord would command the army in England, and would pro- 


Dukeof Mancheſter ſaid, that men who had by their treachery Duke of 
their country, or their blunders, plunged it into ſo calamitous Manchęfter. 
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and he ſhould conclude with an obſervation, often made, b 
of which every day's experience afforded ſome freſh proc 
which was, the irreſiſtible and all- powerful influence, whic 
was ſufficient to maintain ſuch men in place, againſt : 
feelings and diſcernment, the hearts and underſtandings, 
an inſulted, diſgraced, and, he feared, an undone people. 
Marquis of Marquis of Rockingham ſaid, though it had been aſſerts 
Keclia bam. that our fleet now ready for ſea was fully equal to the pr 
tection of our coaſts and the channel; was it fo in reſpc& ( 
our dependencies? Had we at preſent a force ſufficient in t 
Eaſt and Weſt-Indies? Or, beſides defending our coaſts, fe 
convoys for the ſecurity of our trade ? So far from it, th 
he had heard one of the Eaſt-India directors lately aſſert, 
another place, that the chairman had been inſtructed by t 
court of directors to apply to a noble Viſcount in high fic 
over the way [ Weymouth ] by letter, ſtating their fears fort 
Company's poſſeſſions, and deſiring an additional naval force 
but the anſwer was, that none could be ſpared, or that no 
was wanting ; and that but a very few days before the o 
fenſive declaration, which is now agreed upon by all ſides 
the Houſe, in or out of office, to be tantamount to a dec] 
ration of war, and muſt of courſe be productive of one. 
was ſevere on Lord Sandwich, on his affected ſecrecy a 
prudence relative to recalling the troops. Did the motic 
point out any particular deſtination for them ? Were the 
to be ordered home to Europe, or did the motion expreſs 
with of the kind? But fuppoſing that it had, could the nob 
Earl who moved the previous queſtion point out the dange 
He felt for the noble Earl's fears for the conſequences ; 2 
ſuppoſed that they originated from the ſame motives of oth 
great wits, „that they might be cut off on their return 
an ambuſh at Knightſbridge, or would be happy enough t 
get home ſafe in diſguiſe.” 
The Marquis ſaid, he was well pleaſed to hear that a nob 
Lord in his eye { Amherſt] high in his profeſſion, and w 
rformed ſuch effential ſervices for this country in the cout 
of the late glorious war, under a Whig adminiſtration, w 
appointed to the command of the forces, and called into 
fituation to adviſe in his Majeſty's councils, in all matters rt 
lative to his profeſſion. He knew the noble Lord was 
principle a Whig, and he took the liberty of recommendit 
to him, to be influenced by no extrinſic conſideration, 
ſuffer himſelf to be thwarted or over-ruled, contrary to b 
| own good judgment. He underſtood that another brave off 
\ had accepted of the command of the fleet; was glad to be 
| S 
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; becauſe he was perfectly convinced of his eminent ta- 
ts, integrity, and high profeſſional abilities; and if he 
bould be called into a more exalted ſtation, could his active 
mices be diſpenſed with, it would ftill give him greater 


uralty department, but a real ſeaman, regularly bred to the 
poſeſſion. He hoped the neglect ſhewn to a lately deceaſed 
fend of his | Sir Charles Saunders] an ornament to ſociety, 
great and experienced officer, as well as an honeſt man and 
dy patriot, would prove a ſufficient warning to all thoſe 
ho may be called upon in the moment of difficulty and 
litreſs, 


pblic were intimately concerned in the event of the preſent 
teafures, Every thing dear to them, as men, or citizens, was 
tether they were to poſleſs their liberties and properties. 
miniſters were continued in power, who had proved them- 
res weak, wicked, and deteſtable, the people were juſtified 
call on that throne [pointing to the upper end of the 
touſe] for redreſs, for a diſmiſhon of ſuch miniſters, and for 
te puniſhment due to their crimes. It was the duty of the 
wereign to diſmiſs ſuch men. The nation was Jn he 
red too much ſo, under the various ills they ſuffered ; but 
te time would come, and he believed was not far off, when 
heir reſentments would blaze out with a vigour proportioned 
their former forbearance and repeated provocations. 

He would aſk the moſt zealous friends and ſupporters of 
ſe preſent adminiſtration, if there was the moſt diſtant 
mlpeft of any one meaſure ſucceeding in the hands of the 
reſent adminiſtration. Miniſters were indeed honeſt enough 
t to pretend it. They had, in this inſtance, given one 
wof of their modeſty and candour; they were ſilent. Are 
du able to conquer or conciliate America? Are you able to 
elend the ſeveral dependencics of the Britiſh empire? Are 
ou more than a match for France and Spain in the European 
t: Have you one ally on the continent of Europe? The 
vers to all this are reducible to a tacit No. They virtually 
ply, no, becauſe they decline to anſwer. 

His Grace obſerved, that the language of the noble Earl 


u the moſt extraordinary he ever heard. It amounted 
fairly 


aſure; becauſe he was ſatisfied, by long, and latterly by 
tal, experience, that no man was fit to preſide over the ad- 


mmitted. The conſequences of thoſe meaſures would decide 
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Duke of Grafton ſaid, the crifis was ſuch as juſtified the inter- Duke of 
rence of every honeſt citizen who had any ſtake to loſe, The ten. 
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fairly to this; we have been miſtaken in every opinion v 
formed in private or declared in public. We have broug| 
our country to the brink of ruin. We confeſs it is not | 
our power to extricate it from the various calamities unde 
which it ſuffers, and the much greater ones with which it 
threatened ; but we muſt remain in place, becauſe ſomebod 
has ſaid ſo. His Grace next lamented the fatal effects of it 
fluence; whence, he ſaid, all the public calamities had oriot 
ginated. The impropriety of diſplacing miniſters witho 
any proof of delinquency, he obſerved, was much urged bo 
without and within doors. He denied that diſmiſſion i! 
lied guilt ; it might imply incapacity, and that not alway 
Vant of public confidence, not being able to command i 
hearts and purſes of the nation, might be a good cauſe of ri 
moval. But this argument conveyed a very extraordin; 
idea; no leſs than that every man in office had a right to po 
ſeſs his place as a matter of property, and when diſplace 
ſuffered an injury. This was a mode of reaſoning he cou 
never accede to. The emoluments of office were {uppol 
to be given for public ſervices in ſtations and offices : whet 


therefore, all further ſervices terminated, there the claim like 


wiſe ended, and the party diſmiſſed had no right to compla 
He could ipeak from experience. He was once in a hich f 
ſponſible office himſelf ; and maintained opinions both in th 
Houſe, and elſewhere [in the cabinet]. Thoſe opinio 
erhaps, were not approved of. No matter whether or nol 
& was diſmiſſed from his office; yet he never underſtod 
nor felt his diſmiſſion as an injurious act, or as convey 
any imputation of guilt. | 
e was ſorry to diſagree with the noble Duke, as to ii 
ſentunents reſpecting our conduct towards France; for! 
America be or be not declared independent, he looked upon 
war with France as inevitable. 

He ſaid, it had been reported for ſome days paſt that | 
was coming into adminiſtration, and to prefide at the head 
the admiralty ; he believed the report to be ill founded; 
would anſwer that it was, ſo far as he knew; but if any \u 
promotion was really in contemplation, he heartily united 
opinion with the noble Lord near him | Rockingham | that 
ſeaman ſhould always preſide at that board; and exprell 
his hearty approbation of filling that important office wi 
the very able ſeaman | Admiral Keppel] alluded to, if! 
profeſſional ſervices could be diſpenſed with. 


| 
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His Grace concluded with ſaying, that although there was 
general in the cabinet, and he hoped there would be ſoon a 
taman at the head of the admiralty; yet without a total 
change of men in the other high departments of the ſtate, as 
yell as ſyſtem, no good was to be expected; we ſhould ftill, 
e feared, have nothing but aſſertion one day, recantation a 
kcond, and deſpondency a third. A majority in cabinet 
uld always have it in its power to defeat, counteract, or 
jer-rule the beſt digeſted plans, and the wiſeſt meaſures ; con- 
quently, till the preſent men in power were removed from 
ſibility of doing miſchief, we ſhould ſtill continue to be 


1 werned by a ſucceſſion of pitiful expedients, no leſs weak 
weir texture, than diſgraceful and perchance fatal in their 


unſequences. , | 

Lord Lyttelton ſaid the ſtate of public affairs was very alarm- I ora Zy. 
ig and critical. Ireland was in a weak and defenceleſs ſtate, en. 

id England far from being ſo well prepared as he could wiſh, 

x feared not ſufficiently ſtrong either in point of naval or mi- 

Itzry defence. Our affairs in the Weſt Indies were truly de- 


2 orable, and in the Eaſt equally precarious, if not more ſo; 
be corroborated this aſſertion by informing the Houſe 


at he had been informed by a French officer lately returned 
om the iſle of Mauritius, that when he left that place, there 
reno leſs than 8coo regular troops there and at the ifle of 
jourbon ; a circumſtance which was in his opinion ſufficient 
convince their Lordſhips that France meant in caſe of a 
ture, to attack us in that quarter of the world. He ob- 
ed every thing on the part of France denoted hoſtilities, 
ad that if we were abject enough to put up with the inſult, it 
Snow too late to recede. 
After giving this ſide of the picture, his Lordſhip held up the 
erſe; the noble Lords on the other ſide, he obſerved, had 
tpreſled their fears of an invaſion, as an event likely imme- 
ately to take place, yet however they might differ in other 
pets, Whig and Tory he was certain would unite on ſuch 
I occaſion 3 they would, he truſted, be unanimous in opi- 
ion, that if the French landed, they ſhould be inſtantly at- 
cked ; and he did not doubt but they would readily hazard 
eir lives and fortunes in the attempt to repel that foe who 
ould have the temerity to invade Great Britain or Ireland, 
He could not. hear, without ſome degree of aſtoniſhment, 
e language held by a noble Lord in adminiſtration Sand- 
<] which fairly imported, that we were not in that ſtate 
naval ſtrength and preparation, of which his Lordſhip had 
ren fo many repeated aſſurances to that Hduſe. He did not 
VoL IX, X doubt 
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doubt but we had a great and reſpectable navy; but he did 
hope, that his Lordſhip would verify what- he had ſo ofte 
ſaid, that our navy ſhould be at all times, at leaſt equal, if 
not ſuperior to any force France and Spain united could be able 
to ſend againſt us; or that we ſhould be always prepared, 
the language of the noble Earl, to cope with the whole power 
of the Houſe of Bourbon. ie 
The noble Duke who made the motion, he ſaid; foundet 
it chiefly on the ſuppoſition, that America would not treat 
with us, but adhere to their vote of independence, and the 
meaſures neceſſary to form themſelves into ſo many indepen 
dent ſtates. He, for his part, thought otherwiſe. I heco 
Jonies two years ſince, it was inſiſted by the noble Nuke ani 
his friends, would have acceded to terms ſhort of thoſe hel 
out by the conciliatory bills; and he ſaw no reaſon why, ; 
the aſſertion was true then, that it ſhould not be ſo ſti 
Another reaſon aſſig ned by the noble Duke, for urging the nt 
ceſſity of withdrawing the troops was, that they would b 
wanting at home to defend us from an invaſion ; he beliere 
that would be the laſt deſperate experiment France woulWzn: 
make, This bugbear had often been held out in terror f ne 
but na, at the end of a century, fince this idea began to pre 
vail, no inſtance of ſuch an attempt had happened. 
Earl of Eingbam cloſed the debate, and pointed out t 
neceflity of ſtrengthening Canada, both on account of thedi 
oſition of the inhabitants, the weakneſs of the king's fore las i 
in that province, and the formidable power of the new E 
land colonies, who could penetrate into it at pleaſure, a 
without the leaſt reſiſtance. He lamented the ſtate of ti 
Weſt India iſlands, which muſt, if attacked, fall an eaſy pre 
as well as our new ſettlements on the Miſſiſſippi. To tho 
ſeveral very important objects he recommended the attentic 
of adminiſtration, and obſerved, though it would not perha 
be proper to point out the deſtination of the troops propoſt 
to be withdrawn by the motion, yet, it was more than pr 
bable, that the noble Duke. when he framed his motion, |: 
the ſecurity and protection of thoſe valuable poſſeſſions in coſſpf, v 
templation. | 
The queſtion was put, that the Houſe be reſumed, wit 


March 24, 25, 26, and 27, 
No Debates. Adjourned to the goth, roſe, 
March 30. 


Private buſineſs, 
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| aan March 31. 3 c 
Earl of Effingham. Your Lordſhips having directed, in Earl of Eg 
conſequence of a motion of mine to this Houſe, that the war- fngham. 
rats of commitment and diſcharge of Colonel Ethan Allen, 
and the other Americans who were made priſoners with him, 
je laid on your Lordſhips? table; ſome papers have been accor- 
lingly delivered in: but, my Lords, among theſe papers there 
no warrant of commitment to be found. It appears that 
theſe men were confined in Pendennis caſtle; and that, by a 
kttre de cachety ſigned by one of the ſecretaries of ſtate, in the 
King's name, they were baniſhed from this country to Ame- 
jica, to be diſpoſed of at the diſcretion of the general there: 
hut, my Lords, by what order, or by whoſe mittimus, or for 
what crime they were impriſoned, does not in any wiſe what- 
ſoezer appear, TI riſe therefore, my Lords, in conformity to 
ny motion, and the order of this Houſe, to defire that the 
yarant of commitment be, with the reſt of the papers, forth- 
yith laid on your Lordſhips? table. | 
Lord Weymauth ſaid that he ſhould apprehend that all the Lord 27 
papers relative to that buſineſs. were upon the table; and that mu. - 
If no warrant of commitment appeared, he believed that there 
Was none. | | 
Earl of Abingdon replied, I muſt confeſs to your Lordſhips, Earl of 
that, by the not producing any warrant of commitment, I did ingden. 
Imagine that there had been none; and that theſe men were, 
as it now appears) driven into Pendennis caſtle, like ſo many 
deep into a ſheep-fold ; but, my Lords, whether there be or 
be not a mittimus, is of no conſequence at all: for, my 
ords, I am already poſſeſt of the fulleſt and cleareſt proofs 
{the moſt atrocious violation, in this inſtance, of the laws 
nd conſtitution of this country, that miniſters ever yet dared 
be guilty of, And, my Lords, I muſt aſſure your Lord- 
Rips, that when the proper time ſhall arrive, I will not fail 
to make that uſe of theſe proofs, which the duty I owe to my 
country calls upon me to do. In the preſent moment, all ex- 
ertions of this kind are uſeleſs; but, 1 truft, the hour is not afar 
M, when, in order to reformation, puniſhment muſt neceſ- 
ſarily follow. | EE I 333 BY. | 
The Lord Chancellor was juſt proceeding to read the order 
f the day, for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a committee to | 
onſider of the ſtate of the nation, when the Earl of Effingham karl of Ef. 
boſe, and begged before their Lordſhips proceeded upon any frg#-:. 
ther buſineſs, that he might be permitted to trouble them 
vith a few motions which he had drawn out upon paper, in 
der to call forth documents WU would enable the Houſe 
2 to 


diture and application of the various large ſums which ha 


of each article of expenditure ; to leſſen for the future ſucl 


ported from every ſide of the Houſe, His Lordſhip then ma 


man per month, as chaplains in thoſe ſhips, that have nc 
borne chaplains.” | 
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to aſcertain the real ſtate of the navy, and the mode of expen 


been voted ſor by the different departments of the naval ſer 
vice. It had been already proved, that the public money ha 
been in more than one inſtance not more liberally voted, tha 
Tavifhly ſpent; It behoved their Lordſhips, therefore, to lool 
into the accounts preſented to them with a wary eye, and b 
cloſely examining the ſeveral totals, to diſcover the proprie 


as were larger than occaſion required; and to put a negati 
upon ſuch others hereafter as ſhould appear to the Houſe, er 
be altogether unneceſſary. This he conſidered as an a& oi 
duty highly incumbent on their Lordſhips to diſcharge, ani 
which nothing that could be offered would furniſh a ſufficien 
apology for omitting. It was however, in his opinion, total hoy 
ly impoſſible for the Houle to acquit themſelves either to thei 
country or their fovereign, unleſs they called for ſuch paper ot 


as would ſupply thoſe manifeſt deficiences which appeate un: 


ſcattered throughout thoſe already on the table. The motion 
he was about to ſubmit to their Lordſhips, if agreed to, wer 
calculated to ſupply that defect; and he had ſtrong reaſon tc 


hope, ſuch being the important motives which operated upoſi Ine 


him, that he would have the ſatisfaction of being equally ſuMb co 


the five following motions. pair 
That an humble addrefs be preſented to his Majeſty, thi no 
he will be graciouſly pleaſed to order the proper officer to h. 
before this Houſe an account of the ſtate of the ſhips in bi unt 
Majeſty's navy, as delivered to the admiralty by the-ſuryeylMhrir 
of the navy, in the latter end of the year 1770.” wen: 

<2, An account of the ordinary eſtimates of the navy from en 
1770 to 1778 incluſive.” - 5 

* 3. An account of the number of ſhips broke up and fold 
together with an account of what they ſold for, and alſo 2 ala 
account of the quantity of old ſtores, and the prices at whici 
they ſold.” 8 
4. An account of the buildings, rebuildings, and repal 
of ſhips and veſſels over and above thoſe charged in the weanof 
SCCẽ¾S6᷑ d ͤ ˙J4? 7 ß. 
5. An account of the amount of ſtoppages of 4d. pirtm 


As foon as the firſt motion was read from the wool - ſack 
Earl of Effingham roſe and ſtated de novo his general reaſon 
for troubling their Lordſhips on the preſent occaſion. He o 


4 ſervel 


Wink ADE BAT EN 
tryed that we had been now three years engaged in a war with 
ny part of our own ſubjects; and had failed in obtaining the 
jects for which we engaged in it; nay, he feared, had loſt 
he country totally, and inſtead of ſubjects, or even friends or 
lies, had cauſed the colonies by our impolitic, unjuſt, and 
jel treatment, to become our moſt inveterate and implacable 
nemies. We had. beſides, as was a few days ſince ably ſtated 
a noble Duke near him [Richmond] already incurred an 
ditional debt of upwards of twenty-three millions, and were 
n the act of adding to that debt, even though we had no other 
nemy to contend with but America, at the rate of nine mil- 
jbns per annum, as long as the conteſt ſhould laſt. Here he 
ſhed to make a pauſe, and remind their Lordſhips, that 
were about to contend with another enemy much more 
awerful and dangerous, our natural rival and enemy, France. 
ſhe noble Lords, if any there were, who might oppoſe this 
ation, acknowledged on the laſt day, their Lordſhips were 
nvinced that war, though not formally.declared, was in fact 
e ſame thing. If war then was, as he feared it muſt be, the 
ſe of the offenſive paper delivered by the French ambaſſa- 
br, we might without heſitation conclude, that inſtead of 
nerica alone, we ſhould have France and America ſhortly 
contend with; and it would-be no great ſtretch of political 
eculation to ſay, that ſuch an event might at length draw 
pain into the quarrel, as an additional, and at ſuch a crifis, 
noſt dangerous adverſary, and likely to be deciſive againſt 
. In ſuch a ſtate. of things, what was to be done? Our 
ninces were already as low as. they had been at any period 
ring the late war. We. mult borrow and fund, the conſe- 
ence of which would be a further fall of ſtocks. Where 
ten were our reſourees ? For his part, he could ſee none but 
retrenchments. To ſee, that our. out-goings were fairly, 
zally, and honeſtly expended. In his opinion, our ſavings 
almoſt every department of the ſtate, would be one of our 
reſt and moſt ſubſtantial aids. 3 
His Lordſhip next proceeded to ſnew, that a conduct, the 
fy reverſe of what he now recommended, had prevailed in 
moſt every department of the ſtate, ſince the commencement 
the American war; and when applied to the particular de- 
itment to which his motions were directed, ever ſince the 
ole Lord who preſides at the head of the admiralty, was 
led into office. He would make no ſpecial charge, but 
any things appeared highly blameable in the conduct of that 
ard within both periods, including in the whole nearly 
pht years, both on grounds of a neglect of duty and increaſed 
expence, 
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expence, without even the trite plea of neceſſity. Enough 
he was not backward to declare, to juſtify the ſtrongeſt ſu 
picions, that the buſineſs of the naval department, for ſom 
years paſt, had been made a matter of private jobbing, rathe 
than that of fair and open bargain and ſale: in fact, of havin 
ſacrificed the public intereſt, to the views of perſonal adva 
tage, and pmvate emolument. 

His Lordſhip next proceeded to particulars, in ſupport 
his general aflertions, He compared the official expence 
which formed part of the ordinary of the navy, find 
1770, with what it had. been fixed by an order of the Kin 
in council, in the year 1727, the laſt of George the Firſt 
and in proof of his ſtatement of the ſeveral items, ordered t 
Clerk to read the order. He affirmed, that part of the ordi 
nary appropriated for the payment of the civil officers, in 
cluding the board, clerks, &c. amounted then to no more tha 
from 34, ooo and a fraction to 38,c00, whereas at preſent, 
was raiſed to 36, co. If any more Lords or commiſſioner 
had been added, if there had been any new officers created 
if in ſhort there had been any plauſible pretence for ſuch a 
increaſe, he ſhould not have mentioned it, when there we 
ſo many other articles of ſo much greater magnitude; but th 
truth was, no ſuch pretence exiſted ; for inſtead of its bein 
2 gradual and natural increaſe of expenditure incurred, it : 
created all of a ſudden, It was the work of a ſingle year off? 
ſingle day. This increaſe of 12,000/. took place in the ye 
1773 without a ſingle reaſon, or the colour of a reaſon aſſignec 
From 1727 to 1773 this branch of the ordinary continued: 
it had been eſtabliſhed, by the order of council already allude 
to at 34,009, but in the latter year it ſuddenly roſe to 46,006 
But even ſuppoſing that the increaſe was juſtifiable, the moc 
of doing it certainly was not. The former order could n 
be revoked by a leſſer power than that by which it was made 
and it behoved the noble Ear] who ventured to revoke it, i 
well to ſhew that ſuch a revocation was neceſſary, as that! 
was ſufficiently authorized todo it out of his own head. 
He ſaid, he could adduce proofs of an earlier date, to ſhen 
that the affairs of the navy always called for the inſpectinge 
of Parliament. Among ſeveral others he mentioned the pe 
riod, when prince George of Denmark, the Queen regnant 
[Anne] huſband preſided at that board; that the expence th 
bore no manner of proportion to the preſent ; and Parliame 1 1 
frequently, both then and at ſeveral precedent and ſubieque 
periods ſince the Revolution went into the utmoſt mm No 
reſpecting the ſtate and condition of the navy, both cone e 
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e the expenditure of the money voted for the naval ſervice, 
1d of the particular ſtate of ſhips, in what degree of repair, 
jw many were building, where ſcationed, ke. 
His Lordſhip from this part of the ordinary, proceeded to 
under the ſum total, which he ſaid, till very lately, 
mounted on an average to 200,000/, per annum, ſeldom 
wore, and often ſo low as 170; whereas, at preſent it mounted 
the monſtrous ſum of 430, oool. a year, and was yearly in- 
raling. This led him to take a comparative view of the four 
rars Lord Hawke preſided at the admiralty board, and either 
{the four years ſince the preſent noble Earl's entrance into 
fice, and endeavoured to ſatisfy their Lordſhips that there 
us a moſt rapid. increaſe. From whence he drew this con- 
nion, that either the money voted for the naval ſervice, had 
ken moſt ſhamefully and criminally laviſhed, or, that our 
ary was upon a much ſuperior and more reſpectable footing 
han it had been at any former period, which was a circum- 
knce he moſt ardently wiſhed might prove true; but which 
om every thing that had hitherto appeared he feared would 
urn out directly the reverſe. i en,, 
His Lordſhip obſerved next, upon the whole of the expence 
the navy, ordinary and extraordinary, independent of what 
3s voted. for pay, &c. This he claſſed under three heads, 
rdinary, extraordinary, and navy debt, which he ſaid, ſince 
he preſent firſt commiſſioner came to preſide, amounted to ten 
r eleven millions and a fraction, a ſum nearly double to 
at had been granted for the ſame ſervice, either the eight 
receding years, or any other period of the ſame duration, 
Ince we had a royal navy; and equal as had been more than 
nce obſerved by two noble Lords of the firit profeſſional re- 


Ired men of war of the line, and a proportionable number of 
gates, from the laying of the keel, to the fitting of them 
vr actual ſervice, He did not include the ſum granted by the 
nouſe in the latter end of the year 1770, at the time of the 
umour of an approaching Spaniſh war, which amounted to 
If a million more. 

His Lordſhip ſpake a conſiderable time of the conſtant re- 
uenancy there was between the eſtimates of each year, and 
be actual expenditure. This, he affirmed, was a groſs inſult 
d Parliament; was full of fallacy and deceit. He pointed 
ut ſ-veral inſtances. of money granted for the repair of ſeve- 
| ſhips, though the ſame ſhips appeared again in the next 
jear's eſtimate ; and at the end of two, three, or four years, 
hen the repairs or pretended repairs amounted to more 1 
| ; a ſhip 


utation [Duke of Bolton and Lord Briſtol | to build an hun- 
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2 ſhip of the ſame rate would have coſt if ſhe had been entire] 
rebuilt; her hiſtory was, that ſhe had been broke up, or v. 
ſold, as totally unfit for ſervice: ſo much for the expence 
repaiting the Hull; ſo much for maſts; ſo much for rigging 
| when perhaps ſhe had never been in dock, nor had a ſing 
ſhilling expended upon her during the whole twelvemonthy 
but probably appeared in the front of the eſtimate of the er 
1 2 SPE: FF 
Aſter dwelling a conſiderable time on theſe circumſtance 
be urged the preſſing neceſſity, which, he truſted, all the 
Lordihips felt for the papers, comprized in his motions, 
declared, that ſo far was he from wiſhing to call forth any 
formation which might tend to acquaint France with wh; 
ſhe was ignorant of, er any of the enemies of Great Britait 
that he would chearfully confent-to have his motions altere 
or qualified in ſuch manner as to avoid a poſſibility of any i 
confequence, which the noble Earl at the head of the adn 
"ry might point out. 1» . 
is Lordſhip next read a liſt of the ſeveral ſums which ſi 
lay in the hands of the reſpective treaſurers of the navy, find 
the commencement of the preſent reign, namely, Mr. Georg 
Grenville, Lord Barrington, Lord Howe, and the late $ 
Gilbert Elliot. Theſe he ſaid amounted together to a ver 
conſiderable ſum, and he ſaid it was an inſtance of great neg 
lect, or ſomething worſe, that at the end of ſeventeen yea 
not one of thoſe accounts had been liquidated, or final 
ſettled. The whole amounted to 150,cc0/. Lord Howe's t 
37, and Sir Gilbert Elliot's to 113, 0 ů łc!! 
On the third motion, that of the number of ſhips broke u 
and ſold, and tae prices they were ſold for; he ſaid, the ac 
miralty board were quite ſilent; the public having receive 
no credit for their amount, though it had from time to ti 
paid ſuch enormous ſums for their repairs. . The noble Lo 
at the head of the admiralty himſelf, had frequently aſſerte 
in the courſe of a few weeks, that a great many had been brok 
up or ſold fince he came: into office; and as no notice hi 
been taken of ſuch ſale or diſpoſal, or the produce of wh 
had been converted to other uſes, under any deſcription what 
ever, he thought it ſpecially behoved the noble Earl to a0 
quaint the public through the medium of that Houſe ; to d 
which the motion alluded to helped him with an opportunit 
to ſay what uſes or purpoſes the produce. of. theſe condemne 
ſhips was applied to. FF 
Having gone through the ſeveral leading heads, on whic 


his motion was founded, he took a ſhort but general view « 
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the ſtate of the nation, and the critical and alarming predica- 

nent in which, he ſaid, it ſtood, and affirmed that nothing 

» ould reſcue us from the jaws of deſtruction but rouzing the 

ncient, though for ſome time dormant ſpirit of the nation, 

or that ſpirit be poſſibly called into exiſtence, but by a con- 

Kence in government. Beſides, ſuch a renovation of ſpirit, 

could ſee nothing to aſſiſt us, but a rigid national ceconomy, 

nd faithful expenditure of the public grants. He had heard, 

«deed, a great deal of the flouriſhing ſtate of our revenue, and 

four internal opulence, He ſincerely hoped it might turn 

mt true ; but ſuppoſing it ſhould, he was convinced that the 

xople would never act with alacrity or energy under an ad- 

iniftration, in whom, either in point of integrity or capa- 

ty they could never be perſuaded to repoſe their truſt, whom 

rey had on the contrary every ſtrong ground to ſuſpect of a 

umeful waſte of the public treaſure, In preference to almoſt 

ery thing elſe, he recommended to their Lordſhips to adopt 

me mode, which might be productive of a reform in this par- 

cular, and to take care that ſuch a reform ſhould take place 

nal the navy, which called for double attention; becauſe, any 

goss neglect or malverſation in that department, might prove 

ia, if relying on it in the moment of danger, we ſhould: find 

erWurſclves diſappointed. He once more recommended to the 

iſt Lord of the admiralty, as the beſt proof of bearing no part 

the cenſure here thrown out againſt the whole board, to con- 

nt to the motions, or propoſe ſuch alterations, as may be 

iy neceſſary, in his opinion, to prevent any improper infor- 

ation getting to the knowledge of our foreign enemies. 

u Earl of Sandwich replied, that he heartily wiſhed the en- Earl of 

tiry had never been begun, aſſerting that he was perfectly Serdwich. 

bnvinced that what had come out in the courſe of the com- 

tee's fitting, and eſpecially the papers relative to the navy, 

been extremely prejudicial to the intereſts of this country; 

rot the account of the cruizers and convoys which had been 

o pointed, had in particular done the nation infinite diſſer- 

ce; that he foreſaw the conſequences when the motion was 

ace for them, and had therefore given his opinion againſt it; 

at he never was more ſure of any poſition, than that they 

d ſerved as à leflon to France, where ſhe might attack us, 

d where ſhe might with the greateſt probability of ſucceſs 

tempt an invaſion. The very {ame reaſons which induced 

m to ſay thus much, the Earl ſaid, were in full operation 

janſt his agreeing to the preſent motions, which he ſhould 

hect to, as tending to difrotef to our enemies, and all the 

id, what it was exceedinglbematerial for us to conceal. 
Vol. IX. "vp The 
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double. Such as timber, maſts, cordage, iron, and in ſhort 
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The noble Earl had drawn a compariſon between the ſity 
ation of the navy, and the expence of the ordinary of the 
navy, in the year 1727, and at the preſent time; a com 
pariſon-which was not at all warrantable. In 1727, we had 
not more than 190 ſhips of war, now we had full 373; ane 
add to this, the expences of every kind had encreaſed near 


every ſpecies of naval ſtores. 

With regard to the charge on the ground of applying 
ſums, voted for the purpoſe of repairing certain fhips ſtates 
in the eſtimates preſented to Parliament, to the repair of 
other ſhips, nothing could be more il] founded; it clear 
aroſe from the noble Earl's want of knowledge of the natur: 
of conducting navy repairs. The circumſtance was un Het 
voidable, as he would” in two minutes ſhew their Lordſhins en. 
It was always cuſtomary, and it was a cuſtom founded o 
neceſſity and expediency, to repair thoſe ſhips firſt, whic 
ſtood in need of the leaſt repair, by which means the number 
of ſhips were eaſily kept up; a circumſtance fo obviouſy 
proper, that he would not take up a moment of their Lord 

ips time to enforce it. When a ſhip was put into dock tc 
repair, and the ſides ſtripped, it ſometimes turned out that ſhe 
wanted a larger repair than had been imagined ; ſuch ſhip 
as had been ſuppoſed to need only 3cool. and three month 
repair, had afterwards appeared to ſtand in need of 8 t 
and eight months repair; and as a ſhip muſt be finiſhe en 
when her repair was once begun, it was uſual to take (al! 
much of the money voted for the repair of another ſhip, 2 
was neceflary to complete the coſt, and to let the other ſhi 
remain untouched till a future opportunity. b ant 

The Earl anſwered reſpecting the 12, ocol. a year, ſtatec 
to have been allotted for the commiſſioners of the navy, and 
admiralty in particular ; for that no additional commiſſione 
had been appointed in his time, excepting two, one for Ha 
lifax, and another for America; which were abſolutely ne 
ceſſary for the diſpatch of public buſineſs. The increaſe, Mic 
acknowledged, but ſaid the expence aroſe entirely from anc 
ther cauſe. In the year 1773, an additional, number « 
clerks were put on the eftabliſhment ; Not, that this was 
real increaſe of expenditure, for the clerks had been f 
many years employed, and paid by the government thou n 
the item of the official expence in the ordinary eſtimates, wma 
not ſet down. The charge alluded to, he ſaid, appeared fo fte! 
the firſt time, in the year 1773 but it had nevertheleſs Jon 


exiſted, and had been included under ſome other _ 4 al 
| | o 
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br any account of the cruizers and convoys which had been 
pointed, up to a certain time; the noble Earl was miſta- 
ten, it was another motion, a motion for an account of the 
inder, &c, to which he had objected. As the noble Earl 
ud in a former debate declared, that when Lord Hawke left 
ke admiralty board, our navy was in a moſt deplorable 
hte; and that every perſon in any office relative to the 
yy was deſponding, giving it up as it were, and deſpair- 
g of ever retrieving it, ſo as to render it able to defend the 
inodom, and reſiſt the attacks of our enemies; he wondered 
hat the noble Earl was averſe to the preſent motions, mo- 
ons, which not only went to produce papers which Par- 
ument had a right to demand, but to prove how much the 
ble Earl merited for having retrieved the navy and rendered 
ſo much ſuperior to the ſtate in which Lord Hawke left it. 
Why deny Parliament the exerciſe of a Parliamentary right, 
dtc] them that they muſt truſt implicitly to adminiſtration ? 
h a denial, at any time, or by any of the king's ſervants, 
uld wear a very ſuſpicious appearance; but from the no- 
e Earl, it ſeemed moſt extraordinary. The noble Earl has 
| along, to borrow his own expreſſion, built his merit on 
bis two-fold conſideration; the very ruinous condition of 
he navy, when he came to preſide at the admiralty board, 
d its preſent molt flouriſhing and reſpectable ſtate, What 
bes the motion before the Houſe import? To verify and 
ftabliſh both parts of this propoſition ; to prove this impor- 
nt truth, and of courſe to prove the very tranſcendant ab- 
betions his country and ſovereign, owe to the noble Earl. 
Ne have often heard thoſe things preficd upon us, in the 
oft confident manner. We have often heard the truth of 
Ja em queſtioned, and will the noble Earl from an over- 
ined modeſty, refuſe to gratify the public on a point, 
ich will be the beſt proof that his aſſertions were not 
dere boaſtings ; and which muſt at the ſame time, reflect 
e higheſt honours on his underſtanding and integrity. In 
hort, the noble Earl declines entering into any proof either 


folly. On the one hand, he does not chuſe to diſcloſe the 
ugenous tate of our navy, in 1770, leſt it may convey in- 
wafWPrnation to our enemies, in 1778; nor of its flouriſhing 


ate in 1778, leſt France might come at the dangerous and 
d important ſecret, After holding out the tendency of 
is argument in ſeveral ludicrous lights; he faid, the whole 
s one ſolemn piece of mockery. France, he was fully 
Mvinced, had the moſt minute and circumſtantial account, 


Dh 4 1 2 | not 


Duke of Bolton. The firſt Lord of the admiralty, the Duke of 
Juke ſaid, had mentioned his having objected to the motion Ben. 
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not of the ſtate of our navy in 1770, but to nearly the ver 
initant at which he was ſpeaking. To conceal or preten y 
to conceal it from France, was to the laſt degree abſurd 
but conſidering its real condition, it was by no means ſu 
priſing, that the noble Earl was ſo extremely deſitous t 
conceal it from Parliament ; becauſe if the latter knew it, 
might affect the noble Earl perſonally and ſingly. So lou 
as Parliament remained in the dark, the noble Earl only ry 
the riſque of ſuſfering in the general ruin. When therefore 
the nocJe Earl objeSted fo ſtrongly to laying the account oi; 
ſhips and veſſels broke up or diſpoſed of, he might have hill, 
reaſons for oppoſing it, and probably they were very ee 
gent ones. | | 4 
The noble Earl had ſaid, that no riſe could have hay x 
pened, becauſe no additional official expence had been inf 
curred, He would have been much better pleaſed, to ben 
his Lordſhip aſſert poſitively, that no increaſe had take c 
place. The only increaſe the noble Earl acknowledge 
was the commiffioners appointed for the docks in AmericM i, 
That could not poſſibly affect the eſtimates of 1773, or ani; 
other yet given in; and as for the additional clerks, he pri, 
ſumed, the noble Earl would hardly pretend, that their . 
Jaries amounted to the difference charged in the eitimate h. 
nor did he hear his Lordſhip aſſign a ſingle reaſon, for mal, 
ing a new eſtabliſhment for the additional clerks, inſtead ii © 
paying them out of the fund appropriated for that purpoſe i 4 
but ſuppoſing it to be the fact, he would be glad to xn 
to what new purpoſes the fund they were formerly paid oil 
of, was appropriated. His Grace finally obſerved it wlM an 
needleſs to go down to the other Houſe of Parliament to hel g. 
them expatiate on the extravagance of adminiſtration ; neeq; 
leſs to bring evidence to the bar of their Lordſhips' Hou ge 
to prove it in any particular inſtance : needleſs io look tor 1 
in the papers on the table, for that the whole kingdom ru | 


with accounts of it in the various departments of goveig of 


ment. : 3 * 

Having for ſome time purſued this argument, he to ba 
notice of a certain hoſpital, the revenue of which he pa ne 
ticularly ſtated; ſhewing that its income amounted to nei er 
100,cool. annually; notwithſtanding which he declare mn 


government continued to 2 it year after year ſome thou. 
ſands for its ſupport, and even now, when we were in 
ſtate of war, and conſequently the annual ſubſcriptions fro gut 
the men employed, were greatly increaſed, it was ſet don of 
among the liſt of purpoſes for which the Parliament votq ga 
} 
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ver money. To this his Grace added, that he had met with a 
ten hook, relative to the hoſpital he had alluded to, in which ir 
ra as ſtated that the directors of that hoſpital had ſubverted 
(ui is charter in more than one act, and eſpecially in the ap- 


zointment of officers who were not ſea-faring men. The 
charges made in the book he ſaid, he verily believed, and ſo 
ar was it from being an anonymous publication, that it was 
rofeſſedly written by the Lieutenant-Governor of the hoſ- 
jital, a man whom he had ſent for upon reading the book and 
converſed with, and whom he had not only found to be a 
rery ſenſible man, but had heard declare, that what he had aſſer- 
ted was ſtrictly true, and that he was ready to make good 
eery one of his charges on oath in any court in the kingdom. 
Among other proofs of miſmanagement in the direction of 
the hoſpital, the Duke ſaid, one was, the directors having, 
it the inſtance of the Lieutenant-Governors, proſecuted to 
conviction the butcher with whom they contracted, in one 
penalty, for ſerving the hoſpital with bull beef inſtead of ox 
beef, and having afrerwards convicted him in ten other penal- 
ties, and when they had him in court to pay them, they not 
only compounded the .whole, but in a ſhort time employed 
the ſame butcher, and gave him 2s. 6d. a hundred more for 
his beef than before. His Grace declared that he was a Go- 
rernor in a double capacity, as an Admiral and as a Privy 
Counſellor ; that he had made it his buſineſs to enquire into 
the facts, and was certain of what he mentioned; he added, 
that the direction had of late years been ſtrangely filled, that 
it had a continual majority in it who did what they pleaſed, 
and-that gentlemen of real weight and ability kept away from 
the board for that reaſon. | 
The Duke took notice of Mr. Atkinſon's contract, which 
he ſaid was made by a noble Lord in his cloſet, ſecretly and 
privately in a manner in which he had no right to make it : 
that it was enough to alarm the public ; and if the firſt Lord 
of the Admiralty perſiſted in refuſing to accede to the motions 
now before their Lordſhips, and which were motions ſuch as 
had before been complied with, he flew in the face of Parlia- 
ment, who had an undoubted right to enquire into the public 
cxpenditure, whoſe duty it was not more to grant money, 
than to examine the accounts of government, and ſee that the 
Public money had not been prodigally thrown away. _ 
Earl of Effingham ſaid, that as he expected it might be ar- Earl of EF. 
gued againſt his compariſon of the expences of the ordinary fnzham- | 
of the navy, &c. in 1727, and at preſent, that every ſort of 
Maral ſtores was much dearer now than at that period; he 
had 
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had given himſelf the trouble to enquire into ſome of the 
prices of ſtores in 1727, and had found that they were ſo 
far from being leſs, that they were infinitely dearer then 
than now: as a proof of this he mentioned the price of pitch, 
which was of late only 6s. a barrel, but 11. 2s. in 1727, af 
tar and of oil, which were cheaper now in almoſt an equal 
proportion. Having laid ſome ſtreſs on theſe particulars, the Wt 
Earl ridiculed the idea thrown out by the firſt Lord of the 
Admiralty, that if the preſent motions were complied with, 
they would ſerve to give the French information of the fate 
of the navy, and eſpecially that the motion for the account 
of the number of ſhips broke up would be productive of fatal 
conſequences, declaring that the French had nothing to do 
but to buy a collection of Court calendars for ſome few years 
back, in order to aſcertain what ſhips were formerly, and 

what were now 1n the ſervice. | 
1p Earl of Sandwich roſe again, and complained much of the 
—_ 5. unfair practice of going into matter foreign to the ſubject 
in debate, of the unparliamentary mode lately adopted, of re- 
ferring to prior debates, and reciting what had tnen been ſpo- Me 
ken. He ſaid his own memory was tolerably tenacious, but 
as other Lords were not quite ſo happy, it was exceeding] 
injurious to attempt to repeat what had been ſaid on another be 
occaſion. The noble Duke who ſpoke laſt but one, had much Hon 
miſrepreſented him in declaring he had ſaid, that when Lord 
Hawke left the Admiralty, every officer in it was in a ſtate of e. 
deſpondency, on account of the deplorable ſtate of the navy; 
he had ſaid no ſuch thing, nor ever let fall a ſingle expreſ: 
ſion which could be conſtrued into an inſinuation that Lore 
Hawke had not done his duty. On the contrary, not one 0 
their Lordſhips could - think more highly of Lord Hawke 
than he did, and he ſhould be as full of preſumption as ma 
could poſſibly be if he did not feel and confeſs his own infe 
riority to his predeceſſor in office. He had never thought 
that the navy was otherwiſe in a weak condition when he had 
the honour to be appointed to his place, than as it neceſtaril 
muſt be at the end of a long war. In a long war we uſed ou 
ſhips much, becauſe a greater number was conſequently em 
ployed ; the more ſervice, the more wear and tear. Ships were 
neceſſarily built in a hurry of green timber, and when on thei t 
rumour of a war with Spain, juſt before his entrance into officeut a 
- thoſe ſhips were wanted for actual ſervice, they were diſcovered 
to be in a very ruinous condition, So that, whenever he alludeq ner 
to this or any other ſimilar circumſtance in debate, he wiſh 
never to be underſtood, as meaning to throw the moſt 12 
reflectio 
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lex ion on the conduct of the great ſeaman who preceded him 


ie Wn office; as if at any time he omitted to ſtate the cauſe now 
ſo Whiſioned for the bad condition of ſeveral of our ſhips of war at 
n What period, he always meant that the fact ſhould be commit- 
h, Wd with its true cauſe, the greeneſs of the timber, uſed towards 
of e concluſion of the laſt war in his Majeſty's feveral Dock 


ds. His expreſſion as to the deſpair of thoſe in the differ- 


ne at departments of the admiralty and navy, when he came into 
he ace, was merely reſpecting the want of Engliſh timber, it 


king generally imagined that there was not any in the king- 
dom. 

His Lordſhip ſaid he could not with patience hear the noble 
Duke mention in that Houſe a publication which would be 
noperly noticed in another place, and which it was every way 
kneath their Lordſhips to advert to. The book contained 
charges againſt the directors of Greenwich hoſpital, ſo ſcan- 


klous that he did not doubt but they would feel themſelves 


ke court of King's bench. The directors were men of con- 
Werable character, of conſiderable property; ſome of them, 
he firſt merchants in London; their conduct towards the 
olpital had been irreproachable, and as to what the Duke had 
kid relative to the meat impoſition, he was quite miſtaken. 
The man was profecuted, not by the lieutenant governor 
lone, but by the whole board of directors, and fo far were 
ley from encouraging him, that they had been obliged to 
iter a freſh contract with him, becauſe his offer was the 
hirefſt, All the contracts of Greenwich hoſpital were pub- 
cly and openly made, conſequently it was the duty of the 
ireftors to cloſe with that offer which was the beſt. Mr. 
elliſh was the man contracted with. Mr. Melliſh was no 
utcher, but a wholeſale dealer in cattle, a man fo largely 
any in that way, that he almoſt held a monopoly of the 
ulineſs, | | 

The noble Duke had urged the Parliamentary grant, for 
lie ſupport of Greenwich hoſpital, as a mark of the extrava- 
ace of government. It was no ſuch thing. The hoſpital, 
Iwas true, had large revenues, but it was a part of its eſta- 
iſhment to call upon government for aid, when thoſe reve- 
Ws were not entire. y adequate to its neceſſary expences. It 
aa this year only aſked 4000!. of government, which was 
ta very trifling ſum, conſidering the great purpoſes which 
e hoſpital ſerved. This ſum it wanted to pay the out-pen- 


deciWners, who were formerly 1c09, but were now not half 
hene number, and were daily decreaſing, It was true, in pro- 
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Dake of 
Bolton. 
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portion to the number of ſeamen employed, the ſixpences re 


ceived, increaſed, but they were not yet come in. Let the 
noble Lords look at Chelſea hoſpital, and compare its itats 


and its neceſſities with that of Greenwich; and the very tri 
fling expence the nation was put to in ſupporting the latter 
compared with the enormous ſums voted annually for the ſup 
port of the former. | 

Before he concluded, his Lordſhip took occaſion to defend 


the noble Lord in the other Houie of parliament, from th 


accuſation of having made a contract in his cloſet, declaring 
that ſuch a charge was altogether irrezular and unparliamen 
tary ; that it tended to caſt an imputation on the noble Lord 
as if he had any intereſt in the contract, or had been influence 
by any private or mercenary views; a ſuſpicion for whic 
there was not the ſlighteſt ground. The noble Lord in the 
other Houſe of Parliament, he owned, had his failings 2 
well as his virtues, and no man was without; but thoſe whe 
knew him well, knew that he was as much ſuperior to a mea 

action as any man in the kingdom; that there did not exiſt 

man of more principle, or of more integrity, and that thi 
very honourable iſſue to the enquiry ſet on foot (reſpecting 
the contract alluded to) in the other Houſe was an incontro 
vertible proof of the full conviction of the noble Lord's red 
tude of conduct felt by the majority of the members of th 
Houſe, and the ſhame which fell upon thoſe who venture 
to make the accuſation. 

The Duke of Bolton roſe again, and ſaid, ſo far from think 
ing the affairs of Greenwich hoſpital were well conducted 
he was ſatisfied of the very contrary, The ſixpences of thi 
year were not yet come in, but thoſe of the two preceding, | 
they were not ought to have been, which were very contide 
rable; 28,0co ſeamen being voted the firſt, and 45, oo ti 
laſt ; beſides, there was the Derwentwater eſtate, and ſom 
other revenues, which made the whole amount to upwards 6 
70, ocol. per annum. He had ſtrong reaſons. to be convinced 
that the income of the hoſpital, if properly managed, w 
more than ſufficient to anſwer all the outgoings. He had bee 
long of that opinion, and when he had the honour of a ſeat! 
the other Houſe, ſome years ſince, on a ſimilar propoſition t 
that which gained the ſanction of Parhament, the preſen 
ſeſſion being made in the committee of ſupply, he oppoſed 
ſtrenuouſly, and carried his point in rejecting the attempt 


and believed from that time till the preſent ſeſſion no ſuch ai 


tempt had been made. 7 


11778. „„ 


rc The Duke of Richmond ſpoke particularly to the pretended Duke of 
the riſchief ſtated by the noble Earl, in laying before that Houſe Fiebmend. 
ate . 


he ſtations of our convoys and cruizers. He obſerved, that 
de noble Earl was miſtaken, both as to the fact itſelf, and the 
robable effect of the information. He ſaid his Lordſhip for- 
ot that he acceded to the motion without a ſingle expreſſion 
wporting any degree of diſapprobation. The motion was firſt 
made gengrally. The fioble Lord objected to it. To meet 
bat objection, he propoſed an amendment by reſtraining the 
nder to ſuch convoys and cruizers, as had. before the date of 
the order, returned into port; but ſuppoſing the order had 
ken made generally, and had been ſtrictly complied with, 
what was the tenor of the inſtructions laid on the table? 
That ſuch a ſhip was ordered to cruize in St. George's chan- 
nel for fourteen days, and look into Dublin to procure intel- 
lgence. That another was ordered to cruize off Cape Clear, 
vith ſimilar directions, to look into Corke, or K inſale; and 
that a third was ordered to wait in ſuch a latitude for the trade 
ſom Jamaica, the Streights, or the Leeward iſlands. If this 
e the information that has invited our foreign rivals and ene- 
nies to inſult and make war upon us, it may be prudent to 
ſuppreſs all memorials of where our convoys or cruizers were 
lationed before the Revolution. 

His Grace obſerved, if the noble Earl could bring no 
ſtronger proof of the rectitude of his own official conduct, 
than by reſting it on a ſimilar foundation with that of the no- 


* le Lord in the other Houſe [Lord North] he believed it 
. would be granting more than his Lordſhip may be willing to 


cede to, if the conſequence of the motion for enquiry was to 
lecoupled with the propoſition itſelf; for the conſequence was, 
dotwithſtanding the lofty, flouriſhing panegyrick pronounced 
y his Lordſhip, that a committee to enquire into the expen= 
diture of the public money was ordered to be ballotted for. 
Ifthe noble Earl was willing to adopt the noble Lord's con- 
(uct in the other Houſe, why not copy him in his candour; 
u well as every thing elſe? The noble Lord was in poſſeſſion 
da majority; but what did the noble Lord do? Though the 
nquiry was perſonally directed againſt him; inſtead of put- 
ing a flat negative, as the beſt proof of his innocence, he 
ſented to it. He did not pretend to ſay whether his Lord- 
dip was cenſurable or not; he was however either blameable 
Ir miſinformed, The rum contract had been referred to three 
merchants of the. firſt eminence and reputation; they gave 
beir opinion againſt it; and it was of little conſequence to 
be nation, whether the money went into his Lordſhip's own 
Vor. IX. 2 1 pocket, 
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Earl of 
Sandwich. 


Farl of 
Sandwich. 


Earl of Sandwich ſaid, he hoped the noble mover woult 


what proportion our navy was decreaſed. The Earl declare 


account of the quantity of old ſtores ſold, that he drew but 
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pocket, or into that of his ſecretaries, his friends, ay his miſ 
treſs. | 

His Grace replied to the general charges made againſt the 
propriety of Parliamentary enquiries. He conterided, thut 
the committee on the ſtate of the nation had been already pro 
ductive of the moſt ſalutary effects, having rouzed the peopl: 
to a proper ſenſe of their calamitous and critical ſituation, and 
given a check to miniſters in the midſt of their mad an 
ruinous career. His Grace ended his ſpeech with deelaring 
that the motions ought to paſs, and that although reaſons of 
weight exiſted againſt agreeing to them, the noble Lord at the 
bead of the admiralty, whoſe conduct was ſuppoſed to be, ir 
a great meaſure, involved in the event of them, ſhould haye 
been one of the laſt to oppoſe them, 

Earl of Sandwich, in reply to his Grace, denied that he eye 
conſented to the motion relative to the reſpective ſtations al 
ſigned to the cruizers; but when he perceived the diſpoſitio 
of the Houſe to lean that way, after he had given his own rea 
ſons, and as he thought fully pointed out its impropriety, he 
had done all in his power to leſſen the miſchievous effects whie 
he feared would have happened. So far, therefore, the noble 
Duke who ſpoke laſt was perfectly right. He moved tha 
the information ſhould only have a retroſpective effect, anc 
inſtead of having it applied to all cruizers, reſtricted to (uct 
only as had returned into port. 

The queſtion was then put on the firſt motion, when th 
numbers were, for it 20, againſt it 50. 

The ſecond motion, for an account of the ordinary of thi 
navy for the laft eight years, was agreed to without any op; 

tion. 
T las ſoon as the Lord Chancellor bad read the motion fc ow! 
& An account of the number of ſhips broke up and (old, to 
gether with an account of what they ſold for; and alſo an ac 
count of the quantity of old ftores, and the prices at whic 
they were ſold,” 


conſent to omit the firſt part of it, that which related to th 
number of ſhips broke up and fold, as it might prove detri 
mental to the intereſts of this country, by ſhewing France ii 


he had not the ſmalleſt objection to the Houſe having a fu 
very ſmall ſum from the ſale of them, he heartily wiſhed it was 


larger; but he was exceedingly willing to let their Lordſhip 
know what it was. As however the nation was probebly 0 
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heeve of being forced into a war with France, for that (al- 
jough he moſt heartily wiſhed matters might take another 
jim) he feared muſt be the caſe, he thought it exceedingly 
prudent to open, juſt at this time, any matters which could 
t, upon being inveſtigated, ſerve this country, but might 
þ advantageous to its enemies. His Lordſhip concluded with 
ing, he believed the noble Earl would gratify him in his 
queſt, and new-model his motion. | 1 
Ear] of Effingham ſaid he totally differed from the firſt Lord Earl of 
the admiralty, that he could not, by any means, conſent Efpnghame 
forego that part of his motion which he had objected to 
ut it was in fact the moſt material part, and as it was a fair 
jet of parliamentary enquiry, he truſted their Lordſhips 
ld ſupport him in urging it. He added, that he hoped 
e noble Earl would not wantonly divide the Houſe, merel 
hew his own influence in it; that there was the great 
aon to ſuſpect that the public money had not been expended 
ith ceconomy ; that it was the duty of their Lordſhips to ex- 
vine how far that ſuſpicion was well founded, that by ſo 
ing miniſters might be rendered more careful, and the ſums 
ted by Parliament be laid out more providently in future, 
mch was ſurely a ſufficient juſtification of his motion. 
The Duke of Bolton obſerved in a jocular manner that the Duke of 
ble Earl who oppoſed the motion had let the cat out of the Bolton. 
M; and ironically congratulated thoſe Lords who had voted 
an addreſs to his Majeſty, in anſwer to his meſſage, upon 
at muſt neceſſarily be their feelings when they heard one of 
e miniſtry, who had been loudeſt in juſtifying the addrefs 
hich if at all proper, the Duke faid, ought to have been 
lowed by an immediate declaration of war confeſs that he 
tity wiſhed we could avoid a war. His Grace expreſſed 
aftonifhment at the firſt Lord of the Admiralty's conduct. 
the noble Lord determined that the Houſe ſhould have 
papers before them which threw a light upon his conduct 
ohce? Did he mean flatly and plainly to fay, their Lord- 
ſhould not be enabled to draw any r vn either as 
the proper application, or the ſcandalous waſte of the public 
ey which had been voted for the navy ſervice? The mo- 
nnow made by the noble Earl was exactly ſimilar to motions 
merly made on like occaſions. The ſhips broke up were 
ſact part of the old ſtores, as much fo as the old ffores 
elves, and it was ridiculous to ſay, that giving the Houſe 
account of them would furniſh France with any information 
ch could be of diſadvantage to Great Britain, but which 
could with eaſe, and ata trifling expence, procure elſewhere. 
Z 2 2 The 


a * * * FL — 2 1 4 — — . eo Oren. — gr wepgmanetucns . — LE - = Gt... A. 2 2 
. rr — _ . — — — — — — — — — — . — — 
2. © oy - * * 8 * * 7 : « im 4 mm ==: * - * Oe iu —— 7 x o El 2 
<A 4 - * — — _— Fx Y E So * . - — — — . I | p — -+-4 I'D Ge & . hw > JE... Wer — 
2 CEE — . 32320 3 7 n — 22 rr 22 — — >= - Sc: . — 
2 . 2 1 y 5 oy > 2 + - D -n \ 
. 4 — - Tr pn =: I. \ . a * a Pa 8 * . AT > % N ra 2 Sr, EE : 
AY . 2. BLM i. - ime =. oo T-=- ASS. TI. <4 it San ST. v7 — 5 | r 2 — * * ACD 92 - . 
— — . = — — — l o l —— — = ned ee — — — > — — . — 
l f : by a * a —_— & _— 5 
RT OSD or 1 —> OY ono = _ = 44 at r => DOE TR. „„ 2 - — 
„ r n 1 IS 2 2% = CORO TY In — — = 
r 5 a 2 —— 
. IE > — = = — 
_— — — - 


A: = 
{= 


. 4 i 538 
88 F ox ac 
— * 


co 
2 —— — 3iIið 2 
% 7 : % 
, —_— — 3 
* 2 4 
I — 
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Duke of The Duke of Richmond arraigned adminiſtration in gent 
Richmond: ral, ang! the firſt Lord of the admiralty in particular, (WM 
treating Parliament with ſuch repeated diſreſpect. n 
Grace adviſed, ſoothed, and threatened, urging thoſe in oi 
fice on the treble ſcore of policy, civilty, and ſafety, to MM" 
lax of their wonted obſtinacy in denying to furniſh til: 
Houſe with all ſuch papers as were likely to throw foi i 
light on their own conduct. He ſaid, he gave them t 
advice for their own fake, to prevent the dreadful conſeque 
ces which he ſaw impending. Woe be to them if the puff! 
lic, who had ſo long truſted adminiſtration, and placed ſu ir 
implicit confidence in their wiſdom and integrity, foul 
themſelves at length betrayed! Adminiſtration would {lM k 
the weight of popular vengeance, The noble Lord at il 5 
head of the admiralty, who now refuſed to accede to a m 
tion not only founded on ſtrong neceſſity, but conſonant WW p 
parliamentary uſage, would be dragged from his plaq i! 
There would be inſurrections of the people, who would pil v 
him to death. [Here his Grace was called to order, but Wi to 
perſiſted in his argument, declaring, he had a right to pt 
what he did, and he would not be interrupted, ] The pop u 
Jace would riſe, and ſerve the noble Lord as the Du 
ſerved the De Witts, they would tear him limb from lim: 
Lord Dud- Lord Dudley ſaid, it was true, as the noble Duke had mel jo 
2 tioned, that the people were ready to riſe; it was not ho 
ever to deſtroy the members of adminiſtration, nor to er 
niſn thoſe who deſerved the thanks of their country, but n 
oppoſe. the natural enemies of Great Britain, to tight Wi of 
French, if they ſhould think proper to invade the kingdoſ © 
Farl of Earl of Effingham declared, that if the proofs of the if th 
Eng bam. travagant and waſteful conduct of adminiſtration in the i n 
penditure of the public money were denied him there, lf 0 
would take care to produce them elſewhere. The pu an 
had a right to know in what manner their money was ſpeſ tt 
and he would take care to furniſh them with informatid be 


It was in vain, he ſaw plainly, to attempt in that Houſe 

move for any thing which the miniſters were not diſpoſed ga 
accede to. In the prefent inſtance, the firſt Lord of ; 
Admiralty knew his ſtrength in a diviſion. He would me 
below the bar, and take with him his——he had like to ba be 
faid ſervile majority; he ſhould not therefore reſt ſat] of 


ed, but would uſe proper means to come at the truth, wh lai 
he would certainly communicate to the public, 


-- 
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The Lord Chancellor left the woolſack in great warmth, Lord Chan- 

declaring, that he felt himſelf called on to ſupport the ho- cler. 
nour of the Houſe. That if ſuch inſinuations, and ſuch 
language were ſuffered to paſs unnoticed, the Houſe would 
no longer be looked up to as the moderator between the King 
and the people. The noble Earl had talked of a ſervile ma- 
prity ; were their Lordſhips to be fo groſsly inſulted with- 
out a rebuke? He had fat in that Houſe ſeven years, and 
dever before heard ſo indecent a charge. A ſervile majority! 
The infinuation was not warrantable. He had for one voted 
in favour of the meaſures of government; but would any 
Lord venture to ſay he was under influence? The minifters 
knew his place was no tie upon him ; they knew he always 
rave his vote freely, and according to his real opinion, He 
was born the heir of a ſeat in that aſſembly; he enjoyed a 
peerage as his hereditary right. He could not therefore fit 
flent and hear the Earl talk of a ſervile majority; and he 
was amazed that government had ſo long ſuffered themſelves 
to be abuſed ; he hoped, nowever, they would no longer be 
patient under ſuch a continued ſtrain of invective, but would 
take the proper means to prevent it in future. | 

His Lordſhip ſaid, that the miniſtry would always have 
2 majority, for the moment that oppoſition divided as a ma- 
jrity, the preſent miniſtry would be no more. 

The Duke of Mancheſter ſaid, he conceived, by what had Duke of 
dropped from the noble Lord on the woolfack, that ſome ſtrange Manchyfr. 
means were about to be taken in order to ſtop the mouths 
of thoſe Lords who did not think it right to coincide with 
every meaſure of adminiſtration ; but in ſpite of the threat 
thrown out by the learned Lord, he would perſiſt in arraign- 
ing the King's ſervants, -as long as they continued to act in 
ſo abſurd and injurious a manner as they lately had done; 
and it was a matter of perfect indifference to him, whether 
they bore it patiently or not. It was ſufficient for him to 
be conſcious that he diſcharged his duty to the public. 

The queſtion was then put on the motion, and it was ne- 
gatived without a diviſion, 

The fourth motion for an account of the extraordinaries, 
met the ſame fate ; and the fifth, relative to the four-pence 
fer man per month, paid by every ſeaman towards the pay 
of a chaplain, aboard thoſe ſhips which have not borne chap- 
lains, was agreed to without a divifion. | 

As ſoon as this buſineſs was over, the order of the day 
for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a committee, to confider 
+ | of 
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Duke of of the ſtate of the nation was read; when the Duke of MI 
Nabend. Richmond acquainted their Lordſhips, that it was then much WI” 
| too late to go into the order of the day. He would not “ 
therefore trouble them to go into a committee, but juſt open 
ſhortly what he meant to ſubmit to their conſideration; 
which was merely to move an addreſs to his Majeſty, re- 
porting generally from the documents on the table what ap- 
eared to be the ſtate of the nation, and humbly to pray 
th Majeſty, to adopt ſuch meaſures in conſequence of that 
report, as he in his wiſdom ſhould think fit. | 
His Grace moved, that the further enquiry into the ſtate 
of the nation be deferred to April 7. Agreed to. 
| | Abril 1, 2, and 3. 
No Debates. Adjourned to the 6th, 
WY, © i April 6. 
Private buſineſs. | 
| | April 7. | 
| The Houſe in committee on the ſtate of the nation. 
Duke of The Duke of Richmond roſe, and preceded the grounds of EC 
Tete his intended motion with deſiring, that if any noble Lord i 
had any propoſition to offer to the committee, he would 
then move it, as his intention was, in caſe no other Peer 
gave an intimation of his wiſhing to proſecute the enquiry 
into the ſtate of the nation further, to cloſe it, by offering 
to their Lordſhips conſideration an addreſs to his Majeſty, 
founded upon what their Lordſhips had come to the know- 
ledge of, in the courſe of the committee's fitting. No Lord 
anſwering ; his Grace ſaid, he had to thank the Houſe for 
5 the 2 candour with which he had been heard in the pro- 
greſs of the enquiry, and to give his reaſons for winding up 
the whole by ſuch an addreſs as he had mentioned. He ſaid, 
the enquiry was highly neceſſary, as it had produced a cir- 
cumſtantial recital of very intereſting information; and af- 
ter ſhewing the beneficial conſequences which the nation had 
reaped from their Lordſhips having fo patiently and properly 
' attended to the various parts of it which had been agitated, 
urged the propriety of cloſing it at preſent. | f 
The Duke ſaid, he had for a long time obſerved, that it 
was the object of government to enflave America, and to 
exerciſe a degree of tyranny over that extenſive continent, 
entirely repugnant to the ſpirit of the Britiſh conſtitution, 
and directly oppoſite to every idea of hberty which could 
; poſſibly be entertained by a free people. That this object 
was ſometimes profecuted with unremitting rigour, ſome- 
| | times 
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mes with a ſort of relaxation; but that the latter was ob- 


- ſuſly meant to enable thoſe who directed the deſign to re- 
„ their attempt to enſlave America with more violence, 


ad with a better proſpect of ſucceſs. That conſcious of 
de influence of adminiſtration, and convinced that it would 
e in vain to oppoſe their meaſures, he had for one whole 
on abſented himſelf from Parliament. Aware, howe- 


# xr, from the firſt, that the attempt to deprive America of 
3 freedom might terminate in the ruin of Great Britain, 


den he found ſuch meaſures adopted as tended to accelerate 
hat ruin, he thought it his duty to make one effort to let the 
xople ſee their danger, and to judge for themſelves of the 
dom or the wickedneſs of thoſe who had loaded the na- 
on with ſo heavy a calamity as the Americar-war. The 

idea of forcing America back to ſubjection, and con- 
wering the thirteen provinces was ſo abſurd, that the eyes 
if all Europe had been provoked to regard the attempt as 
wofible. To carry on a war at ſuch a diſtance as Ameri- 
a was fituated from Britain, to tranſport an army of 40, ooo 
n acroſs ſo extenſive a ſea as the Atlantic, and to fuppoſe 
t poſſible to victual that army by ſending it proviſions from 
Furope, was, conſidered altogether, a project unparalleled 


* 0 hiſtory, and ſo improbable to be ſucceſsfully practiſed, 
Wd * tevery nation, in the leaſt converſant with the art of 
ar, confeſſed their admiration of the lunatic ſcheme. He 
7 aged their Lordſhips to confider, that the acts of madmen 


rated admiration, as well as the acts of the ſenſible. It 
as natural to wonder, that any man ſhould dare attempr 
at was highly probable to end in his ruin, as it was to be 
upriſed at thoſe bold efforts which nothing but the moſt ſo- 
judgment and the moſt ſerious wiſdom could dictate. His 
ce faid, he had joined in the admiration confeſſed by alt 
ie world, and finding (as he had with others ſuppoſed) that 
attempt to conquer America would fail, he had thought 
neceſſary to move an enquiry into the Rate of the nation, 
lat their Lordſhips might, if it were poſſible, adopt ſuch 
Kalures as were likely to avert the ruin which threatened 
e kingdom, as well in conſequence of the vaſt loſs of men 
d money. which the American war had occaſioned, and the 
ul greater waſte of both which muſt take place if it were 
mtinued, as on account of the extravagant and prodi 
nner in which the public money had been expended in al- 
oft every department of the ſtate, and the debilitated and 
moſt irretrievable condition of the army and navy, 
The 
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advantage to the nation; and he was exceedingly happy te 


which had been brought before their Lordſhips, and repeate 
the information which had been adduced relative to the ſtat 


_ the laſt acts, and which had been a year or two ſince mad 


Majeſty, which he thought the preſent ſituation of affai 


gued againſt it, that it drew. concluſions without premiſes, be 
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The enquiry, the Duke declared, had been of ſingula 


find that it had met with the univerſal approbation of a 
ranks of people. Another circumſtance which gave hi 
great pleaſure was, that the conduct of it had been approve 
of by their Lordſhips, who had in no one inſtance expreſſe- 
their diſlike of the manner of agitating the various que 
ſtions introduced either by other Lords, or which he had th 
honour to open to the committee; the only objections mad 
to either, amounting, not to a denial of the reſolutions 0 
fact offered to their conſideration (which had been on a 
fades allowed to be truiſms) but merely to an argument « 
the inexpediency of carrying ſuch reſolutions juſt at th; 
particular period of time. Having premiſed this, his Grac 
proceeded to recapitulate the various parts of the enquir 


of the army at home, the ftate of the army in Americ; 
the ſtate of the navy, the loſſes of the merchants in conſe 
quence of the captures by the American privateers, and th 
prodigality of different departments of government as t 
their mode of contracting for the tranſport ſervice, providin 
Tum, &c. &c. for the troops in America, 

After dwelling for a conſiderable time on every poi! 
which had been agitated during the fitting of the com 
mittee, and ſhewing that it was of the utmoſt impor 
tance for the nation to beware of its danger, and to know th: 
the war, if finiſhed immediately, had coſt them twenty-fo 
millions, and if continued one year longer, muſt necetlari| 
coſt them nine millions more, His Grace ſaid, he thoug 
the propoſitions authoriſed to be ſent out to America, unde 


without effect, would now prove a fruitleſs endeavour 1 
conciliate the two countries, although various opportuniti 
had offered themſelves when terms might have been propoſe 
with ſucceſs. He cloſed his ſpeech with urging their Lord 
ſhips to ſave the loſs of more lives, deeming it the firſt dut 
of humanity, and producing the copy of an addreſs to h 


warranted ; he begged, however, that -it might not be at 
cauſe the reſolutions offered to the committee by himſelf, a 


other Lords, would have been the premiſes, had they bee 
allowed to haye been carried, Their Lordſbips well * 
thi 


k 1778. T 

tat the facts which the addreſs alluded to had been proved, 

hey could not therefore ſay it was ill- founded. ; 
— premiſed that the addreſs was neceſſarily long, the 

Duke read it to the committeee. Os | 

veal The following is a copy of it. | 

That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to 

ue inform his Majeſty, that in the ſerious ſituation in which we 


Oo conſideration the ſtate of the nation. ST 

That we have examined in a committee of the whole 
Houſe, a great number of returns, accounts, and papers, 
xſpecting the forces both by land and ſea, which have been 


aclmployed in North America during the three years reſpec- 


urg wely that the preſent civil war has continued. 
That we have alſo enquired into the number of lives which 
hre been loſt in this unhappy conteſt. | | 7 

That we have conſidered the advantages which have been 
ruined, and the diſadvantages which have been ſuffered by 
bs Majeſty's armies, and thoſe of his allies; the progreſs 
hich has been made, and what yet remains to be done, to- 
rds reducing by force of arms the thirteen. revolted pro- 
inces in North America, iT 

That we have further conſidered the preſent ſtate of his 
nlajeſty's forces in that part of the world; how far they are 
or efcient from what they were in the courſe of the laſt cam- 
gn ; and how it may be poſſible to render them adequate 
bthe reduction of the colonies by force of arms. 

That we have informed ourſelves of the number of old 
wrps, and of their ſtrength, which are left in Great-Bri- 
an, Ireland, Gibraltar, Minorca, and the Weſt Indies, 
br the ſecurity of theſe ſeveral parts of the empire. 

That we have alſo weighed the reſources which may be ex- 
ted from the new levies his Majeſty has thought proper to 
ure&t ; how far it may be ſafe. to ſpare any more of the old 
"ps, or how far the new levies, as yet only raiſing, can be 

recruit for the army in North: America | 

That we have given much attention to the ſtate of the na- 
/ at all times the great bulwark of defence for theſe king= 
loms, but particularly ſo while ſo great a part of our land 
= and thofe of our allies, are on the other fide of the 
tlantic, | | 3 
That we have examined reſpectable merchants upon oath, 
8 to the loſſes ſaſtained by the people of Great Britain 
Vor. IX. Aa a from 


fund public affairs at the opening of this ſeffion of Parlia- 
nent, this Houſe thought it an indiſpenſible duty to take in- 
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from captures made by the Americans, and touching the 
effects which the preſent war has upon the commerce of this} 
kingdom, | | 
That we have conſidered the expences already incurred, WM 
and thoſe which neceſlarily attend the further proſecution off 
ST: 2 | 
To aſſure his Majeſty, that in the inveſtigation of theſeſ in 
various, great, and extenſive objects, we have ſpared no 
pains to obtain juſt and true information; that our cnqui-Mſt 
ries have been conducted with that temper and fairneſs, which 
is moſt likely to obtain truth, to produce wiſe counſel, andi 
to give weight to our opinions. fc 
That as it is our peculiar province to watch over the con 
duct of his Majeſty's minifters, and to lay before his Maje- in 
ſty ſuch ſalutary opinions as the exigency of affairs may re ie 
quire, we are neceſſitated to offer his Majeſty the following ve 
dutiful repreſentation reſulting from facts, as they have ap- di 
peared to us in this great enquiry. br ; 
That according to the returns laid before this Houſe, th Ph 
effective numbers of his Majeſty's land forces in NorthWlitt 
America in 1774, conſiſted of fix thouſand eight hundreq ur 
and eighty-four men; in 1775, of eleven thouſand two hun; 
dred and nineteen men; in 1776, of forty-five thouſanq 
eight hundred and fixty-five men; in 1777, of forty-cighWMun 
thouſand fix hundred and ſixteen men. 1 
That theſe forces had the aſſiſtance of a very great anq Gib 
well appointed train of artillery. : 
That in the courſe of the ſaid years, there were employ uri 
ed no leſs than eighty three men of war and armed veile|sMpruc 
whoſe complement of men amounted to twenty-two thou 
ſand three hundred and thirty-ſeven. 
That no grants were ſpared by Parliament to enable hu 
Majeſty*s miniſters to render theſe armaments as complete 


and effectual as poffible ; and certainly this country nere T 
ſent out a greater or more reſpectable force, ao 
But great and reſpectable as it was, yet after three yea T 
trial and various ſuccefſes (among which have been victoreſi bat 
obtained by his Majeſty's troops over the chief America: | 
army) the acquiſitions we have made conſiſt only in tyqq fem 
open towns, difficult to be maintained, and a few itlands 0M year 
the coaſt, while all the continental parts of Rhode I{land the | 
New York, Penſylvania, and the whole provinces of Neu cent 
«ms 


Hampſhire, Maſſachuſets Bay, Connecticut, the thre: 


countiQ 


»- 
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counties on Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Caroli- 

u, South Carolina and Georgia ſtill remain to be ſabdued. 
That there have been ſeat from Great Britain upwards 

of fixty thouſand land forees, and twenty-two thouſand ſea- 


wy 


men, f! 

That the loſs of men by death, deſertion, or otherwiſe, 
in North America, according to the laſt returns laid before Land forces 
bis Houſe, had in the land forces amounted to nineteen 79-3: loft. 
thouſand three hundred and eighty-one, beſides five thou- 233.5 
fad three hundred and thirty-fix priſoners, and that there 4639 fick. 
gere at that time four thoufand fix hundred and thirty-nine 
kick. 

That the loſs in the navy appeared to have been four thou- 
and three hundred and fourteen men; ſo that there had been 
dready loſt to this country, at the time when thoſe returns Navy. 
gere ſent to England, no leſs than twenty-nine thouſand and 4374 loft. 
lirty -one men, excluſive of the fick. | | 

That it appeared that the remains of the army divided in 
Philadelphia, New York, Rhode Iſland, and Canada, con-, 
ſſted all together of no more than thirty-ſix thouſand ſeven my 2 
hundred and thirty-one men, fit for duty, officers included. 

That to recruit this army to what it was laſt year, will 
rquire a reinforcement of at leaſt eleven thouſand eight 
bundred and eighty-five regular old troops. 

That the numbers in old corps in Great Britain, Ireland, 
nM Gibraltar, and Minorca, together with the new levies which 

we raiſing, appear to us, on a full examination of all the 
WW various ſervices, to beſuch as not to render it in any degree 
1 prudent or ſafe to remove any part of the ſaid troops to 
i America, at a time when fo great a part of our land and fea 
brce is already in that remote part of the world, at too 
ai creat a diſtance to aſſiſt this country in caſe of a ſudden 
emergency. © 
e That it appeared that the navy in North America would 

ao want a very great reinforcement of ſhips and men. 
I That from this view of things we are led to conclude, 
that if the whole force in North America (which for theſe 
laſt two years has been ſo greatly ſuperior to what there 
ems to be any poſſibility of making it in the courſe of this 
fear) has made ſo little impreſſion towards the reduction of 
the provinces by arms, at a time when they were very defi- 
tient in military preparations of all ſorts, had neither money, 
ams, ammunition, magazines, cloathing, diſcipline, or go- 
A a a 2 N vernment; 
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vernment ; when the affiſtance they might receive from fo 
reign nations was far leſs than it has been ſince, and is likely I 
to be in future by the avowed part which France has taken ; 
it is not reaſonable to ſuppoſe that they may now be reduce 
by a force, which we cannot make even equal to that which c 
has failed under circumſtances in every reſpe& more fa 
vourable. | | 

That with regard to eur naval ſtrength in Europe, it ap- em 
pears, that far from being in that reſpectable condition n: 
which it has often been officially repreſented by the firſt Lord 
of the admiralty in the courſe of this ſeſſion, that eſſentia ent 
part of our ſtrength is no ways anſwerable to the vaſt ſum 
expended on it, or to the various and extenſive ſervice, 
which it may be called very ſhortly to fulfil, 

That the value of the captures made by the Americans o 
the merchants of Great Britain, amounts to upwards of tw 
millions fix hundred thouſand pounds. : 

That the African trade is almoſt annihilated, having ſufWre: 
fered a dimunition of no leſs than one million four hundred 
thouſand pounds per annum. dert 

That the Weſt India iflands are much diſtreſſed, and that 
the great encreaſed price of many eflential articles of trade 


* 


burthen on the commerce of this kingdom as muſt great 
affect its proſperity. | 

That the cxpences on account of this war, over and above 
the ordinary high expence of a peace eſtabliſhement, as i: Mu. 
has been voted of late years, would, with the extraordinary 
charges not yct provided for, amount to near twenty-four 
millions, 1f peace was inſtantly concluded ; but if the Ame- 
rican war alone is continued only for one campaign more, the ul 
additional expence will probably amount to nine millions, um 
making in all thirty-three millions expended in this conteſt, 
Such an increaſe of debt, the intereſt of which is equal tc 
the nett produce of the land-tax at three ſhillings in the ena 
pound, added to our former burthens, will, we fear, withMrm 
our diminiſhed trade, be difficult for this country to ſupport 
with national faith. | f 

That we have made ſome enquiry into the manner in 
which certain parts of this enormous expenditure have beenſrta 
conducted; and we are ſorry to find, that the mode of con- 
tracting and engaging for the tranſports and ſupplies of the 
army has been unuſual and prodigal, and ſuch as afford to 
ground for ſuſpicion of corrupt management, 2 


and particularly of naval ſtores and inſurance, are ſuch f. 


1778. „ 
That the ſtate of public credit is truly alarming. The 


all decreaſe of the national debt, amounting ſcarcely to 
n millions in the courſe of fifteen years of peace, bears no 


v calculations to prove, that a debt continually augment- 
, muſt end in a manner we are unwilling to think on. 
0 national debt has increaſed an hundred million in the 
jemory of many of us. The natural period, and inevitable 
unſequence of this ſyſtem, appears to be at hand. As one 
fincipal foundation of credit, is a confidence in govern- 
ent, we have much to apprehend under miniſters who have 
fly forfeited the good opinion of the nation. The want 
confidence, complicated with effects of this enormous, 
d enormouſly growing debt, appears from the low ſtate of 
he public funds; and from the diſcredit of the new loan, 
dich ſells conſiderably under par, although the terms given 
bis year for ſix millions, are higher than thoſe which were 
men for twelve millions in 1761, in the ſeventh year of a 
ar with the houſe of Bourbon, and although we have hi- 
terto had no foreign war whatſoever. | 


offible to carry on the preſent ſyſtem of reducing America 
force of arms. 

That we conceive this impoſſibility not to have ariſen from 
be accidents of this war, but to reſult from the very courſe 
nature; to be the neceſſary conſequence of an attempt to 

duce to ſervitude a numerous people, united in the defence 
their liberties, in a diſtant, extenſive, and ſtrong coun- 
J | 
That we conceive that his Majeſty, and the Parliament, 
buld not have been induced to proſecute ſo fatal a war, but 
bom the miſled information they received of the diſpofi- 
vn of the people in America, of their diſunion, and of the 
oſhbility of reducing them, by force of arms, to uncondi- 
onal ſubmiſſion, and to the acknowledgment of the ſu- 
eme authority of Parliament, before a complaint even of 
It grie vances ſhould be liſtened to. 

That it was the peculiar duty of his Majeſty's miniſters, 
procure correct information on matters of ſuch high im- 
tance, and to have laid the whole of ſuch information 
fore his Majeſty, and before Parliament, previous to their 


tous ſituation. 
That 


portion to the vaſt increaſe in tines of war, It requires 


That from this melancholy ſtate of facts, we ſee it impoſ- | 


opoling ſuch ſteps, as have led us into our preſent cala- - 
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zeſty's miniſters, who have cauſed it, who, by abuſing i 


PARLIAMENTARY 4.1% 


That we cannot but lament, that when propoſitions of 
 fimilar nature to thoſe lately propoſed and enacted, we 
three years ago repeatedly Ae to Parliament in bot 
Houſes, his Majeſty's miniſters, the very men who ng 
have adviſed greater conceſſions, did, upon deluſive arg 
ments, and falſe repreſentations, prevail on Parliament 
reject thoſe propoſitions, at a time when they would probe 
bly have been ſucceſsful, and might have prevented the pr 
digal, and, we fear, fruitleſs waſte of ſo much treaſur 
and the ſtill more to be lamented effuſion of ſo much bloc 
That under theſe circumſtances, we can give his Majeſt 
no other advice, than inſtantly to withdraw his fleets a 
armies from the thirteen revolted provinces, where they 
decaying and waſting ; where they ſubſiſt with difficulty 
coſt immenſe ſums of money; can anſwer no good purpo 
particularly at this time, when they are much wanted f 
our ſecurity at home; to effectuate conciliation with t 
colonies, on ſuch terms, as may preſerve their good-will, « 
the preſervation of which the future greatneſs of this natic 
may 1n a great meaſure depend. 
That the armaments long fince preparing in the ports 
France and Spain, and the late declaration of the Frend 
ambaſſador, although natural, are melancholy conſequenc 
of the meaſures which have been purſued, and make it it 
diſpenſably neceſſary to view our fituation in a new ligh 
that we are no longer to conſider ourſelves as contending ſole 
for dominion over others; we are to look to our own ſafety 
we are to reſcue, if poſſible, what remains of this empy 
from the further effects of thoſe meaſures by which it bWMin&i 
been reduced to its actual limits. And as we apprehen( 
that the preſent calamities have ariſen in a great degree tr 
the degeneracy of the times, and a departure from the tr 
principles and ſpirit of our conſtitution, it would be high 
expedient to endeavour at ſome ſober well digeſted plan 
public reformation, in order to reſtore the ancient mor 
and revive the original character of this nation. brow! 
That we think it our duty, on offering to his Majeſty ti 
unhappy, but true repreſentation of the ſtate of his dom 
nions, to expreſs our indignation at the conduct of his 


confidence, have tarniſhed the luſtre of his crown; who, et cor 
their unfortunate counſels have diſmembered his empinſt the 
waſted the public treaſures, ſunk the public credit, impair vou 
the commerce of his kingdoms, diſgraced his Majeſty's ar tipat 
| * H 


d weakened his naval power, the pride and bulwark of 
bis nation; whilſt by delaying to reconcile the difference 
ich they had excited amongſt his people, they have ſuffered 
an alliance to take place, between the former ſubjects 
| the antjent rivals of Great Britain, and have neither 
en meaſures to prevent, nor formed alliances to counter» 
2 ſo fatal an union. | * 
That in this calamitous, although they truſt not deſperate 
wation of public. affairs, this Houſe repoſes its ultimate 
pe in his Majeſty's paternal goodneſs. That we have no 
bubt, that he will look back to the principles both political 
d conſtitutional, which gave riſe to the Revolution, from 
ence we have derived the happineſs of being governed 
Princes of his illuſtrious Houſe. That he will reflect on 
examples of his predeceſſors from that auſpicious period, 
ring which the proſperity, the opulence, the power, the 
mitory, and the renown of his throne and nation have 
uriſhed and increaſed beyond all example. 'T hat he will, 
micularly eall to mind the circumſtances of his acceſſion to 
Crown, when he took poſſeſſion of an (inheritance ſo full 
glory, and of the truſt of preſerving it in all its luſtre. 
ſhit deeply affected with theſe conſiderations, he will be 
neiouſly pleaſed to put an end to a ſyſtem, too well under- 
(od in its nature, and too ſorely felt in its effects, which by 
hearts of wicked men has prevailed in his court and ad- 
nitration, and which, if ſuffered to continue, will com- 
te the miſeries which have begun; and leave nothing in this 
wntry which can do honour to his government, or make 
e name of an Engliſhman a matter of. that pride -and di- 
action, in which his Majeſty and his ſubjects had ſo much 
aſon to glory in former happy times, 


ady been ſubmitted to the opinion of their Lordſhips, and 
d been rejected by a conſiderable majority ; that the very 
ve reaſons operated for negativing theſe reſolutions when 
brown into the form of an addreſs. The noble Duke had 
id, that no one Lord had denied the truth of each of the 


les that they were trueiſms; in this point he could not 

with the noble Duke ; it was true the reſolutions were 
it controverted when offered, but it by no means followed 
at they were admitted as facts; before that could be done, 
would have been neceſſary for their Lordſhips to have in- 
ligated them with a much larger ſhare of care and time, 

| : than 


Lord Weymouth ſaid he would oppoſe the addreſs, the grea- Lore 17 
part of it, he ſaid, conſiſted of reſolutions which had al- mts. 


olutions when urged, that therefore it was allowed on all 
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PARLIAMENTARY A. ny 


than they had beſtowed on them; that, in fact, they we 
deemed inexpedient to be agreed to, even if they had bee 
well founded, and therefore their real foundation in fact, ha 
not been conſidered, and conſequently it was not to be preſy 
med that their Lordſhips were convinced of their being true 
The prayer of the addreſs which the noble Duke had move 
was of two parts; the one deſiring his Majeſty to withdrat 
the troops and fleet from America; the other deſiring hi 
Majeſty to diſmiſs his miniſtry. Both of theſe points had be 
fore been agitated, and both of them had been rejected 
by the previous queſtion having been moved upon them, an 
carried, With regard to the firſt, the ſame arguments we 
ſtill in force as had been urged againſt it before, viz. the i 
policy of the meaſure, and the improbability that Ameri 
would treat about terms of conciliation, when this count 
had, by an act of her own, given her to underſtand, that v 
deſpaired of conqueſt. Another reaſon which now very poy 
erfully ſpoke againſt it was, our ſituation with France; 
ſituation which rendered the ſmalleſt hint of our conſciou 
neſs of being incapable of reſiſting an attack highly impru t 
dent ;-and as there was not any real occaſion to ſuppoſe ou 
ſelves in ſo defenceleſs a ſtate as the noble Duke had alledged 
it was ſtill more imprudent to give room for any ſuch ſuſſi 
picion. | IP 2 | | 

- Beſides, it was one of the firſt prerogatives of the Crown, t 
have the diſpoſing and directing of the naval and military for m 
of the-kingdom ; but if their Lordſhips ſhould agree to th 
addreſs, it would deeply affect the acknowledged right th ln 
King has over his fleets and armies, and of courſe be a dires 
invaſion of the executive power, 

With regard to the other object of the prayer, (the diſmi 
ſion of the miniftry) it might be thought rather indelicat 
for him, who was in ſome meaſure a party concerned, t 
ſpeak to it; as thoſe, however, who knew him, he truſtel nis 
would believe him, when he declared, his employment wa 
the laſt object of his conſideration, he ſhould not heſitate t 
repeat that it would be an act of violent injuſtice, to conve 
to the King ſo ſevere a cenſure upon his ſervants, before th 
had been heard ſpeak in their defence. He added, that it waht tt 
the King's prerogative to appoint his ewn ſervants ; that | 
they were guilty of any miſconduct, they were open to pubſſſim 
lic enquiry ; and if convicted upon competent proof we 
certainly objects of parliamentary complaint, and of patlia 
mentary prayer for removal. It had been ſaid, did miniſteryyfann 


conſider their places astheir freeholds ? Did they hold thei ” 
g 4 q 


k 1778. r 369 
$3 matter of right? Did they deem their diſmiſſion from em- 
joyment a puniſhment ? Certainly no. The King, who 
honoured them with his commands, could, whenever he plea- 
kd, diſpenſe with their ſervices; and when his Majeſty thought 
oper to do ſo, no one member of adminiſtration would 
tink himſelf puniſhed. | | 

Earl of Chatham, His Lordſhip began by lamenting that Earl of 
is bodily infirmities had ſo long, and eſpecially at ſo impor- Car 
unt a criſis, prevented his attendance on the duties of parlia- 
nent, He declared that he had made an effort almoſt beyond 
he powers of his conſtitution to come down to the Houſe on 
tis day (perhaps the laſt time he ſhould ever be able to enter 
ts walls) to expreſs the indignation he felt at an idea which 
k underſtood was gone forth, of yielding up the ſovereignty 
America | 
My Lords, continued he, I rejoice that the grave has not 
doſed upon me; that I am ſtill alive to lift up my voice 
painſt the diſmemberment of this. ancient and moſt noble 
nonarchy ! Preſs'd down as I am by the hand of infirmity, 
[am little able to aſſiſt my country in this moſt perilous con- 
juncture 3 but, my Lords, while I have ſenſe and memory, I will 
tever conſent to deprive the royal offspring of the Houſe of 
brunſwick, the heirs of the Princeſs Sophia, of their faireſt 
mheritance, Where is the man that will dare to adviſe ſuch 
ameaſure? My Lords, his Majeſty ſucceeded to an empire 

great in extent as its reputation was unſullied. Shall we 
tarniſh the luſtre of this nation by an ignominious ſurrender 
its rights and faireſt poſſeſſions ? Shall this great kingdom, 
that has ſurvived whole and entire the Daniſh depredations, 
the Scottiſh inroads, and the Norman conqueſt ; that has 
tas ſtood the threatened invaſion of the Spaniſh Armada, now 
fl proftrate before the Houſe of Bourbon? Surely, my Lords, 
tis nation is no longer what it was! Shall a people that 
kventeen years ago was the terror of the world, now ſtoop 
blow as to tell its ancient inveterate enemy, take all we have 
mly give us peace? It is impoflible ! | 

| wage war with no man, or ſet of men,---I wiſh for none 
} their employments; nor would I co-operate with men who 
ſill perſiſt in unretracted error; or who, inſtead of acting on a 
Im deciſive line of conduct, halt between two opinions, 
ere there is no middle path. In God's name, if it is abſolute- 
neceſſary to declare either for peace or war, and the former 
annot be preſerved with honour, why is not the latter com- 
nenced without heſitation ? I am not, I confeſs, well infor- 
ved of the reſources of this kingdom; but I truſt it has 
= Vol, 1 B b b ; ſill 
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Duke of 


Richmond. 


ing the troops; the laſt would be a ſufficient ground for the re 55 


PARLIAMENTARY 


ſtill ſuffcient to maintain its juſt rights; tho' I know them 
not—But, my Lords, any ftate is better than deſpair, Let us 
at leaſt make one effort; and if we muſt fall, let us fall like 


A. 1778. 


men |! 
When his Lordſhip fat down, Earl Temple faid to him, 
You forgot to mention what we talked of— Shall I get wp? 
Lord Chatham replied, No, no, I will do it by and by.] 
The Duke of Richmond. The noble Viſcount objected to 
the addreſs ; becauſe the matter contained in it has already 
received a negative; and becauſe the facts, though not con- 
troverted, were not proved. The noble Viſcount, muſt have 
totally forgot ; for the propoſitions were not negatived, but 
ſtponed; the very mode of getting rid of them proved it, 
IF they had been negatived, the noble Viſcount well knows 
that they could not be offered to your Lordſhips' conſideration 
a ſecond time, in the courſe of the ſame ſeſſion. The truth 
is, my Lords, that the propoſitions were acknowledged to be 
ſo many truiſms, but not proper to be aſſented to; becauſe ſuch 
an aſſent would contain a full parliamentary acknowledgmen 
of the very weak and defenceleſs ſtate of the nation. The 
time is paſt when ſuch an argument, if it ever deſerved any 
attention, cannot avail, France has already declared her in 
tentions ; the facts are before the public. Linde with great 
juſtice add, France knew them long before they were eithe 
2 5 or acknowledged in this Houſe, But, my Lords, the 
true motives for poſtponing to reſolve them at dne time, or fo 
not admitting them now, is come out. They were ear] 
foretold by a learned Lord [Camden] He propheſied, thay 
when the ultimate meaſure came to be pointed out, the Houſe 
would have no premiſes to proceed on. The facts were, that 
ſuch was the ſtate of our army, navy, &c. that we could nd 
longer carry on the war in America with any proſpect of ſuc nal 
ceſs ; and that the preſent calamitious ſituation of this coun 
try was occaſioned by the ignorance and miſconduct of mini in 
ſters. The firſt of theſe would be a foundation for withdraw N 


.moval of miniſters. This was the prediction of the noble and 
learned Lord; and ſuch is the conduct of the noble Viſcount be 
Without facts the Houſe could not come to a concluſion 
The laſt point, as to the matters of fact ſpoken to by t be 
noble Viſcount, exactly correſponds with the other. Tobe 
noble Viſcount tells you, that although the facts were no lik 
controverted, they were by no means admitted. I appeal ti be 
your Lordſhips whether this was or was not the cafe ; anc leſs 
whether, in almoſt every inſtance, they were not admitted 2 la 


U 
- 


4. 1778. r : 
ſo many truiſms ? But even tho' the noble Viſcount eould not 
ſupport this aſſertion on the ground he has taken it up on ; 
would it not be a fair, logical infecence to preſume, that in fo 
ſolemn an inveſtigation as that of an enquiry into the ſtate of 
the nation, when matters of the firſt rate conſequrnce came 
n proof, and that from documents lying on your Lordſhips' 
WH table, that whatever was contained in thoſe documents was 
zimitted, becauſe it was not controverted ? 

The noble Viſcount ſays, the prayer of the propoſed ad- 
„(ies confiſts of two parts. It recominends that our fleets and 
el mics be withdrawn from the towns and coaſts of the thir- 
teen revolted provinces, and for the removal of miniſters. 1 
, erant it; but, ſays the noble Viſcount, the firſt is a very im- 
proper reſtriction on the royal prerogative. His Majeſty 
ml ought to be left to his own determination; it is to be preſumed 
tu that he will act with fujtable wiſdom and propriety, in direct- 
ing and employing the force of the ſtate entruſted to his caie. 
nl 1 be ſecond, recommending a removal of his miniſters, is 
nt equally improper, and contains beſides a charge againſt mi- 
niſters, and recommends condemnation, without the parties 
being permitted to be heard in their own defence. Now I ta- 
tally differ from the noble Vifcount, that recommending to 
withdraw the troops implies any reſtriction whatever, It on- 
ly relates to a matter of ſtate, and does not, in the moſt re- 
mote degree, tend to tie up the hands of the Sovereign. Bis 
Majeſty may ftation or ſend the troops to any part of the world 
he pleaſes : the advice ſimply relates to the employing them in 
hoſtilities againft the revolted colonies, The noble Viſcount's 
argument relative to the removal of miniſters, is no leſs 
ui ſupported : he preſumes, that removal imports accuſa- 
ad tien; and that ignorance or misfortune amounts to crimi- 
cf ality. I am ſure he cannot be ſerious, becauſe the contrary 
nM bas been the conſtant language of miniſters and their friends, 
ni fince the commencement of the preſent enquiry. If, then, 
| inability or misfortune are not criminal, a removal on thoſe 
re 5 cannot import accuſation, much leſs condemnation. 

ut, my Lords, independent of this, I can ſee nothing in 

nt the argument. I will allow, if removal amounted to the 
on fame thing as a bill of pains and penalties, the charge ſhould 
tha de carefully made and fully proved; but is that the caſe at 
"Ys preſent ? Miniſters, though they are the King's ſervants, are 
nol} likewiſe the ſervants of the public. Ihe King himſelf is to 
be conſidered in that light; he is the firſt, but be is neverthe- 
nd leſs no more than the firſt magiſtrate. f, therefore, Par- 
liament and the people, whoſe ſervants miniſters are, diſapprove 
a B b b 2 of 


— „ 
8 ES 


— 0-2 4, $S=; . 1 « ME 6. * TS 1 2 > 2 yay * * 
—— 2 — r —— — 
2 3 ä = * 
— eee. EY a TS SY bd SAT vn of > > ww 14 12 
— — 
B — 5 n 
= = — — . 5 3 
— 225 ES = LE 
= 5 " —— — 


Ty —— 

. — 2.5 

_ _—_— 
„ 


„ SIS. 


. i | 
9 
1 
' „ 
2 9 
"=" % 
- 0 Y 5 
19 | 
11 
4 
lt 
5 * 
J g 
J 
o 


- 


372 PARLIAMENTARY A. v7, 


of their conduct, it is the duty, as it ought to be the wiſh 
of the King, to diſmiſs them from their places and employ. 
ments. The noble Viſcount ſays, that charges ſhould be ac. 
companied with proofs. If he wants proofs of incapacity, 
I believe your Lordſhips have been amply furniſhed with them 
in the courſe of the enquiry. If any more are wanting, look 
to the preſent perilous 3 of this country. 

The noble Earl who ſpoke laſt, for whoſe perſon and opi- 
nions I entertain the higheſt veneration and eſteem, thinks, 
that the intereſt and honour of this country unite in obliging 
us to hazard every thing in ſecuring the dependency of the 
colonies; and, as a ground of what we are able to do, re- 
minds us of what we have formerly achieved. Not one 0 
your Lordſhips has a more grateful memory of the ſervices 
performed. for his country, by that noble Lord, than J have: 
he raiſed its glory, reputation, and ſucceſſes to an height 
never before experienced by any other nation. His Lord- 
ſhip's name (I beg his pardon for mentioning it) the name 
of Chatham, will ever be dear to Engliſhmen ; but when ! 
grant this, I am convinced that the name of Chatham is not 
able to perform impoſſibilities; and that even high and reſpec- 
table as it is, I do not think that the preſent ſtate of this 
country by any means accords with what it was when the no- 
ble Lord was called to direct our councils, Our finances 
were then in a moſt flouriſhing ſtate, through the abilities 
and indefatigable zeal of that truly great man and able finan- 
cier, Mr. Pelham; our fleet was in a moſt reſpectable con- 
dition, and under the direction of a moſt able naval officer, 
and noble member of this Houſe [late Lord Anſon. ] The in- 
fluence of the Crown had not yet got to the alarming and 
| dangerous height it has ſince arrived at. We had, for the 
gol part of the war, but France ſingly to contend with; 
| and when Spain took a part againſt us, France was exhauſted 
| to the loweſt ebb ; her navy was almoſt annihilated ; and 
the principal part of her colonies in the new world wreſted 
from her, and in our poſſeſſion. We had then America for 
us; we have now America againſt us; inſtead of Great 
Britain and America againſt France and Spain, it will now 
be France, Spain, and America againſt Great Britain, If 
the noble Lord had indeed pointed out the means of ſupport- 
ing ourſelves in ſuch an unequal conteſt, I ſhould readily ac- 
quieſce in his Lordſhip's ſentiments ; but as his Lordſhip 
has not only omitted to point out the means, but has ac- 
knowledged that he knows them not, I preſume he will ex- 
cuſe me, if I adhere to my former opinion. I am as ready as 

: an 
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py man, to acknowledge and repeat, that the noble Earl 
ried the glory of the nation to an higher. pitch than had 
en known at any former period; but if his Lordſhip were 
ty, come in now, he would come in under very different cir- 
My Lords, there is not a perſon preſent, who more ſincere- 
{wiſhes that America ſhould remain dependent on this coun- 
u, than I do, But as I am convinced that it is now totally im- 
yaticable, -I am anxious to retain them as allies, becauſe if 
they are not on terms of friendſhip with us, they muſt ne- 
efarily throw themſelves into the arms of France; and if 
e go to war with France on account of her late treaty, the 
colonies will look upon themſelves bound in honour to aſſiſt 
her. What proſpect of ſucceſs have we? We have loſt 11,000 
nen in the courſe of the laſt campaign. Our peace eſta- 
lihment is between fiye and fix thouſand ſhort of its comple- 
nent. Make this up out of the new corps, or ſend all the new 
corps to America to repair the loſſes of the laſt campain; 
there one of your Lordſhips, or a ſingle miniſter preſent, 
who will riſe and ſay, that there is the leaſt proſpe& of ſup- 
pling, that raw undiſcipined troops will be able to ef- 
ect what veterans could not? It is abſurd to expect ſucceſs, 
tough you had no power but America to contend with. 
But if appearances were more favourable, how can money 
leraiſed? You are nowobliged to borrow money in the third 
n- fear of a war, at a higher premium than you were in the ſe- 
1- Wienth year of the late war, attended with this.circumſtance 
er, bo, that the loan was then twelve whereas it is now ſix milli- 
n-Wons; and yet, high as the premium is, the ſubſcribers are conſi- 
nd MM derable loſers ; ſo conſiderable, that an application has been 
he MWtalked of to Parliament, to indemnify them for their loſſes. | 
; The noble Earl, as a reaſon for inducing your Lord ſhips to 


ed Wo to war, talks of the injuſtice that muſt follow to the inhe- 


dent rights of the heir apparent and his brother, by diſpoſing 
ed Hof their American patrimony. I am ready to aſſiſt the no- 
or Wile Lord, not in endeavouring to recover what I deem now 
at WM totally impracticable (I mean by force of arms) but in cal- 
wi ling to a ſevere account, thoſe who have been the cauſe of the 
If boss of their inheritance. Much has been ſaid, in a former 
t- Webate, of the provocation given by France, on account of 
c- ber conduct reſpecting America, to prove, that we are com- 
ip pelled to reſent it, in the moſt ſpirited and direct manner. 
MW Queen Elizabeth, it is well known, openly abetted the revolt 
c- WW! the Spaniſh Netherlands, in the reign of Philip the Se- 
as WW cond, and aſſiſted them for a ſeries of years, with men and 
n 4 | money. 
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money. Philip, far from reſenting it, ſcarcely ſeemed to ta 
the leaſt notice. His hands were then ſufficiently full; an 
he never looked upon himſelf bound, either in honour or pc 
licy, to create more enemies than he was able to conte 
with; and yet Philip was at that time the moſt powerf 
ince in Europe. 5 
Earl Chatham roſe to reply, but after two or three unſuc 
ceſsful attempts to ſtand, his Lordſhip fell down in a ſwoo 
on his ſeat, and was immediately affifted by the Duke c 
Cumberland, and the Earls Temple, Stamford, &c. H 
Lordſhip was removed into the Prince's chamber, and D 
Brockleſby, who happened to be near, immediately attend: 
his Lordſhip. | * 0: | 
As ſoon as the confuſion occaſioned by this public calamiliii, + 
ty ſubſided, the Duke of Richmond roſe, and after giving 
warm teſtimony to the great political abilities and integrity c 
the noble Earl, whoſe illneſs had cauſed the interruption e 
the debate, and acquainting their Lordſhips he had the plex 
ſure to inform them, that the noble Earl's illneſs, though vis 
lent, be bad reaſon to hope was but temporary, and occaſione 
by weakneſs and the exceſſive heat of the Houſe, he ſaid Hit 
thought it would be better to adjourn the debate till the ne ere 
day. The Houſe unanimouſly agreed to it. 
| April 8. | 
Lord Weymouth preſented a meſſage from the King {Sam 
as was this day preſented io the Houſe of Commons.] reſpectin un- 
a proviſion for the King's children. FP 
Lord Weymouth alſo moved an addreſs, | 
To aſſure his Majefty in the moſt dutiful manner oft 
hearty zeal of that Houſe to teſtify their earneſt defire to con 
cur in ſuch meaſures as ſhall be moſt proper to affiſt his Mail, | 
jeſty in his deſire of making a competent proviſion for the ho 
nourable ſupport and maintenance of his Majeſty's Toy: 
children, and of the fon and daughter of his royal Highne 
the Duke of Gloceſter.“ 5 
The addreſs being agreed to nem. con. the houſe- tax bill w: 
preſented, read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecon ere 
time the next day. _ 
Earl.of Radnor obſerved that the bill was of importance, b 
at Jeaſt reſpecting the manner in which it was drawn up, it wand 
full of objectionable matter. He heard it contained ſever 
clauſes which were totally unneceſſary to the profeſſed on 
of it; but whether a bil] which to nearly coneerned the publics 
large ought or ought not to be ſuddenly hurried —_— r 
| | our. 
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Mouſe, he thought that it would be decent, if not proper, 

p poſtpone the 4 reading for a day or two. 

. On/low replied, that it was neceſſary that the bill ſhould Lord on- 

e paſſed before the Eaſter receſs, which could not be the caſe Hero. 

{it was not read a ſecond time the next day; the ultimate 

| Mhinſequence of which would be that the public creditors would 

coi he mean time have no ſecurity for the intereſt of the money 

hich was to ariſe from this tax. 

Duke of Richmond ſaid there was but one method of getting Duke of 

d of the difficulty, that he knew of, that was by ordering Richmond. 
tto be printed. 

Lord Chancellor ſaid money bills were never debated in that Lord Chan- 
ouſe, conſequently to poſtpone the reading of them or move cler. 

ir the printing of them was totally unneceſſary and unuſual, 

Fl were the peculiar privilege of the other Houſe, This 

flouſe could not alter them. | 

Duke of Richmond replied, the Peers had a right to diſſent nuke of 
om a money as well as any other bill; that the claim now Richmond. 
warmly maintained by the learned Lord had been often 
terted by the Houſe of Commons, but had been conſtantly 

ſiſted by the Lords; that this was the firſt day he had ever 

teard or read that ſuch a claim was acknowledged by any 

nember in that Houſe, much leſs from the wool-fack did he 

apect to hear ſuch doctrines, the guardian of its rights and 

nvileges. It would, he believed, be a phcenomenon in par- 

mentary proceedings to ſee the ſpeaker of the other Houle 

be in his place and make a formal ſurrender of the privileges 

thoſe who ſeated him there for the purpoſe of protecting 
uddefending them. His Grace moved that the bill be printed. 

Lord Meymouth ſaid, there was no precedent for the printing Lord We- 
money bill. | mouth. 

Earl of Effingham moved, that the Lords' Journals of the Earl of 
ar 1668 ſhould be read; and the ſame being read according- EHagbam, | 

„ it appeared, that on a ſhort notice, ſuch as the preſent, a _—_— 
noney bill was preſented and paſſed, with this obſervation, | = 


that the ſame ſhould not hereafter be drawn into precedent,” 
lere, then, was the fulleſt and moſt inequivocal proof, that 
Ioney bills were not to be hurried through that Houſe ; and 
the implied right the peers aſſerted of conſidering, altering, 
nd totally rejecting them, if they thought proper. 
Lord | ano denied, that the precedent applied in the Lord y- 
reſent inſtance, unleſs to eſtabliſh the propriety of the preſent nu. 
notion, The bill was brought up from the other Houſe, 

nd paſſed by this in a hurry. That is the very thing now 
klired, The Lords, on the former occaſion, ſaid, the Gow 

ſhou 
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ſhould not be drawn into precedent, that ſays no more tha 
what the friends of the preſent motion are willing to ac 
quieſce in. 

Earl of Efingham obſerved, that the ſurveyors had a poy 
to oblige the occupiers of all houſes to go before a magiſtrate 
and make oath what the value of the houſes ſo occupied were: 
and that no exemption or reſervation had been made in the 
bill for the peerage. 

The queſtion was put on the printing of the bill, and car 
ried in the negative without a diviſion. 

This buſineſs being finiſhed, the Duke of Richmond roſe 
and having lamented in very warm terms the unlucky accident 
which had the preceding day cauſed the committee ſo ſuddenly 
to riſe, he had the pleaſure fo inform their Lordſhips that thi 
iſſue was not likely to prove fatal in its conſequences, as ap 
pearances at firſt ſeemed to threaten ; for he learned fince he 
came into the Houſe that the noble Earl was much better, anc 
that he was not without hopes of ſoon ſeeing his Lordſhip i 
his place, and of being in a capacity once more to ſerve hit 
country, by the performance of his duty in that Houſe. 

His Grace then reminded their Lordſhips, after further ad 
ditional congratulations on the ſubject of the proſpect of thi 
noble Earl's recovery, that his motive for reſuming the ſubjec 
of yeſterday's debate was merely to give any of their Lord 
ſhips who might deſire it, an opportunity of ſpeaking to the 
queſtion. He had himſelf ſo fully ſpoke to the ſeveral objed: 
which it involved, that he ſhould not think of troubling the 

in, unleſs in reply. The motion itſelf was drawn up { 
much in detail, that it called for very few arzuments to ſup 
port it, On the whole, if any new matter ſhould arife whic 
might make his riſing again neceſſary, he ſhould do all in hit 
power to give their Lordſhips ſuch explanations as the matte 
itſelf might call for. Under this reſervation he acquaintec 
their Lordſhips that he had at preſent no more to offer, 

Earl of Shelburne began with paying very high complimen 
to their Lordſhips, on the great attention ſhewn to the nol, 
Earl [Chatham] who had been taken ill the preceding da 
He ſaid, their conduct upon that melancholy occaſion, wa 
ſuch as might be naturally expected from perſons of their nic 
and generous feelings, and was worthy of the higheſt ence 


* 


miums. It was a mark of reſpe&, as well as of humanity, tl 


adjourn the debate; and for his part, looking upon himſelf t 
be highly intereſted in an event which ſo nearly concerned th 
great man alluded to, he was greatly obliged to them. H 
confeſſed, he was much alarmed on the occaſion, both on x 

138 accoun 
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count of his perſonal eſteem for the noble Earl, and what 
vas of more conſequence to their Lordſhips and the nation, 
the fatal conſequence of the death of a peer, to whoſe wiſdom, 
dilities, and happy and fortunate exertion of talents, this 
tountry ſtood fo highly indebted, and whoſe affiftance would 
it this perilous moment be ſo much wanting, He aſſured 
heir Lordſhips, that it would have been utterly impoſſible for 
tim to have delivered his ſentiments on the queſtion before 
the Houſe at the time, he was ſo ſenſibly affected; nor could 
he have yet collected himſelf ſufficiently to ſpeak to the ſub- 
ect, if the cauſe which firſt prevented him had not been re- 
moved in a great meaſure; the apprehenſion that the noble 


in part removed, thank God, by an appearance of his Lord- 
ſhip's being in a fair way of recovery, 

His Lordſhip, by way of introduction, gave a particular 
count of his own ſentiments reſpecting America, and of the 
previous ſteps he took before he finally made up his mind on 
the ſubjeR, | 

He was reſolved to have the noble Earls opinion, pure and 
renuine, unmixed with compliment, or biaſſed by any per- 


the bnal regards. He accordingly forbore to hint his own opi- 
ec non, till after the noble Earl had fully given and explained 
dle; and was much pleaſed to find, that it exactly coincided with 
tha vbat he had himſelf delivered in a debate, a few days ſince in that 


fouſe, He was no leſs ſurprized at the matter, than the 
manner in which the noble Earl gave his ſentiments, conſider- 
ug his ſtate of health; ſo ſound in argument, ſo ſpirited, and 
t the ſame time, ſo replete with conviction, that he proteſted, 
if he had before doubted, he muſt have come away confirmed, 
r had he differed, muſt have become a convert. This interview 


t would be unparliamentary and unbecoming the reſpect he 
owed their Lordſhips, to trouble them with the opinions of 
gerſons without doors. He acknowledged, it gave him great 
pleaſure to have his opinion confirmed by ſo high an authori- 
y; and he thought it proper, before he proceeded minutely 
d conſider: the ſeveral parts of the queſtion, to make this ge- 
tera] declaration, that after maturely conſidering the queſtion 
n every poſſible point of view, he was perfectly ſatisfied and 
lilly convinced that America was not loſt, and that a war was 
evitable. If the reſult of his enquiries on both thoſe points 
ad led him to adopt a contrary opinion, or had altered his 
reſent one, he would have ingenuouſly recanted, and that in 
Vor. IX, Ccc | "> 


Earl's illneſs was likely to prove fatal: his apprehenſions were 


bok place before he laſt ſpoke on the ſubject, but he thought 
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as. open and- explicit a manner as he delivered his original ſeq 
timents, which he found himſelf obliged to adhere to. | 
After paſſing the vine compliments on the abilities, pa 


| mind of the noble Earl, his Lordſhir 
proceeded, He laid it down, as the baſis of every thing hi 
was going to offer, what fell from him in a former debate 
That the moment Great Britain acknowledged the ſove 
reignty or independency of America, her ſun was ſet ; ane 
that he thought in his conſcience a war with France was un 
avoidable.” | | 

le confeſſed, he differed from the majority of his neareſ 


friends in this opinion. He differed from thoſe with whon 
he lived, and converſed ; with thoſe who ſtood in the firme 


bands of intimacy and friendſhip with him. He differed fron 
thoſe who lived under the ſame roof with him. He had re 


ceived private letters from his acquaintance ; from anonymou 
correſpondents, He had been adviſed, intreated, ſoothed, ad 


moniſhed. He had been warned of the perilous ground h 
Rood on. He had been told, what will you join with the de 
ſtroyers and betrayęrs of your country? Will you accept of 
place, or join in adminiftration who have already proved, i; 
ſuch a variety of inſtances, their wick+dneſs and imbecility 
Will you truſt where you have been already betrayed ? Wil 
you hazard your own honour and ſafety; your reputation 


nay, the very exiſtence of this country, to your own opinion 


Theſe, my Lords, form but an imperfect picture of the ſolici 
tations, warnings. diſſuaſives, and motives, that have beet 
-urged to induce me to change my opinion ; but they have al 
proved fruitleſs, I look not to conſequences, I prefer m 
duty to eyery other conſideration, I Iook upon this Houſe : 


my home, I think of nothing which does not directly affect 


me, as one of this auguſt body, I know no honeſt man, wh( 
thinks as I do, can lend his countenance to adminiſtration 


but I know too, that in this Houſe T am bound to maintal 


whatever is right, independent of every other confideratio 
I have not been concerned in buſineſs for upwards of ten years 
T know the madneſs of embarking, in ſome inſtances, wit! 
men whom gne does or does not know; but ſtill, though n 
other perſon in this or the other Houſe, or within the wid 
domain of the Britiſh empire, thought with me, I ſhould ne 
vertheleſs retain my preſent opinion alone, and continue t 
oppoſe the ſovereignty of America, | 

But, my Lords, ſuppoſe that v 


„ 


e were willing to allow th 


claim of independence; that we were ready to ſacrifice th 
moſt eſſential intereſts of this country; are we likely to tu. 
1 „ G 1 b . 7 Fe ney ES AY” ou 
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ur backs upon the laws of eternal juſtice? Are we to 
jake a ſacrifice of national faith? What is to become of 
boſe unhappy men, who from their loyalty, no matter 
mether right or wrong, have riſqued every thing, and loft 
wery thing in defending the cauſe of Great-Britain? What 
ill become of the infant children of the late Mr. Penn, 


* te deſcendants of that great man, the proprietor and legiſ- 
* or of Penſylvania, to whoſe abilities, labour and attention, 


merica owes the greateſ] part of her preſent power and 
pulence? What will become of the property belonging to 
noble Viſcount in my eye [Lord Weymouth]? or of the 
firs of the late Lord Baltimore? What will become of 
boſe men, who have been compelled to fly from their native 
wuntry 5 and who, if American independency ſhould pre- 
il, will be the firſt perſons to ſuffer under American pro- 
fription 3 who will be baniſhed for ever from their native 
untry, and deſpoiled of their eſtates and poſſeſſions? What 
jill become of the moſt uſeful, and one of the moſt reſpect- 
dle bodies of men in the nation, the merchants, particu- 
ny thoſe of the city of London, who have all along con- 
ucted themſelves in ſo candid and moderate a manner, and 
bye now nearly two millions of property lying in America? 
lll theſe ſeveral deſcriptions of men muſt be totally ruined, 
materially injured. | 

My Lords, theſe are but a ſmall part of the misfortunes 
: muſt feel, and the injuſtice we muſt inflit on the inno- 
nt and helpleſs ; a ſmall part of the diſgrace we muſt 
cor, ſhould America be declared independent, or ſhould 
 tamely put up with the inſults offered to us by France. 
dippoſe we ſhould declare America independent, are we 

ertain that America will ſtop ſhort in her pretenſions? 

ho' the people at large may reſt contented, are we certain 

de Congreſs will? I have an high opinion of the Congreſs, 

ba deliberate body. I am ready to acknowledge, that the 

ews of the people of America are limited to a preſervation 

| what they deem their own proper rights. What does 

lis prove? That if the good ſenſe and moderation of the 

tople were to prevail, and that power were not employed to 

aproper uſes, nothing but a mere ſeparation would be to be 


Inte conduct of public affairs here at home, has recently 
moved it. A few men, poſſeſſing the power and offices of 
de ſtate, employed that power not in acts of juſtice or ſound 
alicy, but in realizing dreams of ſenſeleſs unattainable am- 
* | See bition; 


raded, The hiſtory of mankind holds another language. 
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able and honeſt man, in the foregoing part of this debate 


dran from, their different channels, effectually. The nobit 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778 
bition; they told the nation that the ſword ſhould never b. 
ſheathed, till America agreed to unconditional ſubmiſſion 
Who then knows but the Congreſs, when they have attaine 
their object of independency, may look further; and having 
the art of holding out falie lights to the people, may inſpire 
them with expectations of conqueſt and extent of dominion 
Should this be the caſe, the remainder of America muſt fal 
1 have heard it whiſpered, as being a ſubject of the paltry 
petty negotiations, carried on by our phantoms of miniſters 
that St. John's and Cape Breton have been already demand 
ed by American agents. Should this prove true, away goe 
the fiſhery. and twenty thouſand ſeamen. After this wil 
follow the Weſt-India iſlands, and in proceſs of time, Ire 
land itſelf; ſo that we ſhould not have a ſingle foot of land 


a 9 


beyond the limits of this iſſand. 

ot The noble Duke who has taken ſuch indefatigable pain 
in the courſe of this enquiry, and to whom the nation ſtand 
ſo highly indebted, differs very much from the. noble Earl 
and from thoſe ſentiments which I again avow. to be mine 
For my part, I think the noble Earl, though a martyr ti 
illneſs, and ſcarcely. able to ſpeak, delivered himſelf like ar 


: 


His advice was full of wiſdom ; and plaiply contained thi 
ſentiments of a man, jealous for the honour of his country 
eager to preſerve the rights of the crown in their fulleſt ex 
tent; and anxious to maintain the ancient eſta»lifhed cha 
racter of the nation, by inſtantly repelling the inſult offercd 
by the court of France. The noble Duke wiſhes, in order tt 
avoid the hazard and expence of a foreign war, that Americ 
were declared independent. He agrees with the noble Earl 
that the inſult is great ; but he thinks, that the preſent ftat 
of the nation renders it not adviſeable to ſeek redreſs for thi 
inſult. His Grace has obſerved, that the noble Earl faid 
there were means. but he knew not what, I am preciſel) 
of the ſame way of thinking with the noble Earl. I kno 
there are means, but I do not pretend ſpecifically to poin 
them out. It was not the proper bufineſs of the noble Ea 
to enter into the detail of them. His Lordſhip would re 
quixe that at other hands; he would call to one man for al 
army; to another for a fleet; he would look for mone 
from the people; and he would employ. the means, thu 


Earl, when called to the head of affairs, during the late war 
tound the nation in a ſtate of deſpondency. It. 66,00 
. | | : | ON 
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however, long remain ſo. France ſoon felt that we had the 
neans, and that we knew how to uſe them. Religion and 
freedom will always inſpire the inhabitants of this kingdom 
vith an ardour, and courage, and perſeverance, that will lead 
dem to victory, when thoſe are properly directed. It is the 
buſineſs of a miniſter, to put the proper ſprings in motion; 
w call forth the ſpirit of the people, to induce them to open 
their purſes, to create a confidence in his meaſures; to unite 
the hand and purſe, to warm the heart, and convince the un- 
lerſtanding. With ſuch means, war nced not be feared, nor its 
went dreaded; and I will maintain, that accompanied with 
ſuch circumſtances, an immediate declaration of war would 
be both the wiſeſt as well as moſt honourable ſtep we could 
take; and the moſt likely to preſerve peace, and of obtain- 
ing America. This, my Lords, may appear paradoxical ; 
but 1 ſhall nevertheleſs continue to think, that war can only 
kad us to a ſafe and honourable peace, and to the recovery 
of America, The noble Duke's reply of yeſterday, to what 
fell from the noble Earl, was founded principally upon that 
apreffion of his Lordſhip, which I have juſt alluded to, 
That there were means for this country to go to war with 
France, though he knew not what.” This expreſſion, the 
noble Duke miſinterpreted, and aſked how the noble Earl 
wuld talk of the policy of going to war, when in the ſame 
ſtant, he acknowledged he knew not the means? The ex- 


vas a mere mode of ſpeaking. It was not the place, nor 
mas it neceflary, that the noble Earl ſhould explain, in the 
hurry of debate, nor diſcloſe plans more proper to be con- 
ontented with general aſſertions; he would call for more 


s the money? I anſwer his Grace, I ſee the bar full of men, 


of London are fuli of men. I ſee men everyday paſs in crowds 
on the Bath road, which was one continued ſtreet almoſt, 


aftrefſes thinned it. Look round you on every fide, and ſee 
what a fcene of population and opulency preſents itſelf. 
Look into Hyde-Park, St. James's-Street. Look into the 
ety, there is money enough there. Perhaps the noble Duke 


could not, notwithſtanding all the plenty, obtain the late 


Duke 


peffion, my Lords, 1 think, is exceedingly defenfible, It 


ſdered elſewhere. Poſlibly, the noble Duke would not reſt 
ubſtantial proofs. He would atk, where are the men, where 


there are three or four hundred now in this houſe. The ſtreets 


wounding with paſſengers, horſes and carriages, till the late 


vill ſay, though there is money enough there, the miniſter 


loan, but on very diſadvantageous terms. Let the noble 


— 


E = 2 1 en o = 
— — = = = > o 
2 — = 5 == 

ö - — 


C e WE nn. = 
Fw + F 4 K — 3 Ly £ £2 

— - | g - — — 
r ee 1 


= 2 
uy 
* 


* 
1 
' "he 
y a 
* 4 bu 
* 
1 R 
j \ 


— 2 BAG — —— 2 9s 


382 


f PARLIAMENTARY A. 1576. 


Duke conſider, there is an eſſential difference between hav- 
ing money, and lending it. The monied men, and I think, . 
very wiſely, have no confidence in the preſent adminiſtra- . 
tion, they will not truſt their money in fuch hands. No MI. 
honeſt or intelligent men, would; and whoever did, not r 
only did a fooliſh thing, but actually did their country a 
diſſervice. Let the preſent blundering ſet of miniſters re- 
ſign; let honeſt and capable men fill their places. Men 
capable of giving ſpirit and vigour to the operations of b 
government. Let the preſent _y practices of petty ' 
private negotiations be given up. et every thread of 4 
the ſecret ſyſtem be cut, and all thoſe little low ſchemes 
of crafty lawyers, deviſed by them to ſooth their own 
vanity, be abandoned, Let the public be convinced, that lf 
their money 1s honeſtly and fairly expended ; not ſpent in 


private jobs; not waſted, in maintaining a ſet of ſervile 1 
dependents, or corrupting the repreſentatives of the people Ml 
in parliament. Let every operation of government, be as % 
open as day-light ;. and then any loan the ſervice of the ſtate * 


may require, will, I venture to promiſe, be eaſily obtained, Wl - 
J have a great eſteem and value for ſeveral individuals in 
France ; but though the people of this country are much 
degenerated from what they were, I would have the noble 
Duke conſider the ſort of people we ſhall have to contend 
with, infinitely more degenerated than us, ſhould a war 
enſue. Men who have loſt all that love of glory, military 
proweſs, and ſuperior diſcipline, which was known to pre- 
vail during the reign of Louis the XIVth ; I profels, I 
believe ſuch is the ſpirit of our very women, that if the 
combat were left to them alone, they would be equal to the 
taſk of driving the French out of this kingdom, ſhould they 
attempt to invade us. | 

The preſent miniſtry have been the ruin as well as diſ- 
grace of this country. They trifle, they negotiate, they 6 
patch up; and the whole of their evaſions and tricks is but P 
a patch-work, formed of ſhreds of pitiful expedients. The 
whole of their conduct, ſince the ſhameful tranſaction about 


| Falkland's Ifland, has been entirely in this way. If other bot 


men were at the helm, France dared not act in this manner; 
her miniſters know it. Vergennes, one of the ableſt men 
in France, has ſaid as much: I have it from the beſt autho- 
rity. He has ludicrouſly complimented them on account of 
their political ſagacity. He ackrowledges their ways to be 
paſt finding out. He ſays, no man can tell the next uns 
S | | | 3 5 t cy 


bins, OR B-A-TE A 


they mean to do; and he, or ſome other of the French ca- 


, binet, has ſaid, whilſt the preſent miniſters ſtay in, France 
iss too much good ſenſe to go to war. This country ſhould 
are long ſince determined for peace or war. I have heard 
r nuch of invaſions, but I know France and Spain both to be 


zulnerable in many places. But four years fince, a revolt 
night have been eaſily fomented in Brittany; the inhabi- 
tants were ripe for inſurrection. Much is ſaid of the diſpo- 


y tion and compact figure of France. I believe there is a 
1 great deal too much ſtreſs laid upon theſe circumſtances. I 


believe they are far from being ſo united, as ſome perſons 
ould perſuade us. Spain, in many reſpects, is equally vul- 
nerable, I know a particular part of that kingdom, which 
| ſhall avoid now to name, where ſhe might be eafily and 


5 cceſsfully attacked, | 
1 France, in the early ſtages of our diſpute with America, 


dught to have been brought to declare herſelf openly and 
fretly, Minifters were told, day after day, that France 
rould interfere ; France did interfere ; miniſters were told 
of the fact, till the noble Lords on this fide of the Houſe 
gere tired, Every ſpecies of apology was reſorted to; and 
it length, when hard preſſed, the miniſter of the day roſe, 
ad gravely aſſured your Lordſhips, that he had received the 
moſt ſatisfactory and friendly aſſurances from the court of 


france. Miniſters were blind, or pretended to be blind; 


compelling France to deſiſt, they prefented remonſtrances of 
e moſt mild and humiliating tenor, and bullied the United 
frovinces, their only friends. In the true ſpirit of their whole 
conduct, they crouched to their enemies, their natural and 
powerful enemies; and baſely bullied and inſuited their leſs 
powerful friends. | 1 


: The very worſt ſtate a nation can poſſibly fall into is that of 
ut eſpondency, as where it gets root to any great degree, it ſel- 
ne em fails to terminate in ruin. The hiſtory of Europe exhi- 
its numberleſs inſtances of its fatal effects, and Great Bri- 
er n onght now to avoid it as its bane, for, I profefs, I do 
r t perceive any real cauſe to deſpond. It is true, danger is 
Fx it hand but there is nothing new in that. If we have never 
-en exactly fo circumſtanced, we have frequently been in 
of mlar ſituations, and have always ſurmounted them, often 
be Ph glory, but always with ſucceſs on our part, and with 


ore or leſs degree of diſgrace on that of our enemies. We 


ad the means to repel invaſions, and defend ourſelves in 
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hey acted like traitors or ideots. Inſtead of immediately 
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dom, and facrifice at the ſame time its moſt eſſential intereſts 


words; by meaſures of force, not by the language of con 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1778 
every part of our vaſt extended dominions. Common ſenſe 
founded in uniform experience, directs us to adopt vigorou 
and deciſive meatures 5 meaſures that may convince our ene 
mies, that the ancient ſpirit of the nation is rouſed ; tha 
England is not only determined to bid defiance to all tho 
who dare inſult her, but to follow it, to ſhew that ſhe ſti 
continues the ſame, with an inſtant proof of her ability, ane 
a determined reſolution to procure atonement for the inju 
Tious inſult ſhe has received. Not to go to war, and to ac 
knowledge the independency of America, my Lords, woul, 
be to ratify the treaty between France and America, and t 
render what was in itſelf an unnatural compact, a natur 
one. I heartily unite in opinion with the noble Earl, ſo of 
ten alluded to by me ſince I roſe, who wiſely obſerved, tha 
there was no halting between two opinions; that there wan 
no middle path which could be trod with honour or ſafety 
And ſurely your Lordſhips cannot but agree with me, tha i 
none but the moſt puſilanimous adminiſtration that ever hel 
the reins of government would think of temporizing with thi 
court of France, and by little underhand communications 
and private epiſtolary negotiations, endeavour, in order t er 
keep their places, to explain away the honour of the king 


when the conduct of the King's miniſters ought to be direct 
ſpirited, and deciſive ; and be diſtinguiſhed by acts, not by 


ceſſion. ufd 

As to the meaſures recommended by the motion, ſo far Mui 
they ſtand unconnected with the two great points to which 
have been ſpeaking, I verily believe the fads enumerated ii lan 
it are ſtrictly true, and fully eſtabliſned, according to thi 


uſual mode of parliamentary proof, and that the cenſure o riot 


the miniſtry conyeyed in the concluſion is moſt amply me 
rited. I agree, therefore, heartily, my Lords, in both points 
and only with to have it conſidered, that I do not accede t of n 
the latter with a vie to obtain the place of any one Lord i ben 
adminiſtration. It is dangerous to ſucceed ſome men in oft. 
fice, The Dutch pulled down the houſe of the great Din 
Ruyter, who had ſo ably ſerved them in his — 2 as ode 
ſeaman, before they attacked any other; and that great 
ſtateſman De Witt, who had acted as their ſaviour, was tore 
limb from limb by an ignorant and enraged mob, as a reward 

for his ſervices ; on which occaſion he gave the moſt exalteQÞÞr | 
proof of his innocent and firm mind, by not ſeeming to - V 


wk DE NAT RES. 


7 tortures inflicted on him by his ſavage murderers, but 
nſe¶ untinued to repeat the celebrated Ode of Horace, beginning 
rout the words, Juflum ac tenacem propyfiti virum, &c. while 
ene vas going to execution. „ 3 

tha We now feel the effects of the worſt ſpecies of bad go- 


mment; money is fcarce for want of a confidence in mi- 
ners. Great quantities of coin and bullion have been ſent 
America; the people that have money, either hoard it, or 


1juWſe afraid to part with it. The money is in the nation, but 
ac pirit of diſtruſt prevails. People are, to be ſure, much 
ul iaded in their opinions as to the meaſures proper to be pur- 
ed: but there 1s only one opinion entertained of the pre- 
ura iat miniſters; they are held in almoſt univerſal contempt, 
of Wi not deteſtation. The city of London which, to its honour, 


bs conducted ĩtſelf ſo judiciouſly throughout this buſineſs, 
pntains perſons of both deſcriptions. I do not deal in little, 
rate letters, or ſecret intelligence. I deſpiſe every kind 
importance drawn from ſuch reſources ; but two particu- 
ks lately came to my knowledge (not, I do aſſure your 
Lordſhips, of my own ſeeking) which will ſhew the different 


eration on our ſtocks, which would ſhake public credit to 
loweſt foundations, and reduce the value of ftocks at leaſt 
ix per cent. The other was, for a ſpirited attack upon a 
krt of the territories of the crown of France, which if made 
uſt prove ſucceſsful. | 

When the noble Duke, my Lords, aſks for the means, I 
awer him, that great things may be done, by opulent and 
hited individuals. There was a time in which, if poſſible, 
his pation ſtood in à more perilous ſituation than even it 
nds in at preſent, and yet it was faved by the public ſpirit 
If the city of London, and the happy exertions of a few pa- 
notic individuals, The period J mean was, when Spain 
hreatened to invade us in the latter end of the reign of 
een Elizabeth. Spain was to have borrowed a large ſum 
if money, in 1585, to victual her fleet, from the bank of 
benoa, Sir Thomas Greſham heard of this, and managed 
natters ſo dexterouſly, as to borrow this very money, I 
ink 40,0001. by which means the Spaniards were obliged 
bdefer their project for that year; ſo that when the Armada 
Mt to ſea, this country was in a ſtate of preparation, and 
he event is too well known to repeat. Thus, by the zeal 
Ind good ſenſe of a few opulent merchants, among whom 
dr Thomas Greſham took the lead, this country was pre- 
Mot. IX. Ddd « Terved 


lipofitions I have been deſcribing. One was, an intended 
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trary to his poſitive inſtructions, and defeated it. I will te 


kept the whole land force of France engaged, while we wer 


noble Lord, for whoſe military character J have a very hig 


me. I do not recommend the preſent appointment to take of 


Provinces were then preciſely in the ſtate of deſpondenc 
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1erved from the yoke of the Spaniſh tyranny, or from heing 
reduced to a Spaniſh province. | REL | 
The noble Duke aſks, what can one man do, be his ta 
lents ever ſo great ? I will remind his Grace what one ma 
did do, in the very affair to which I have been alluding 
the commander of our fleet fought the Spaniſh Armada, con 


his Lordſhip what one man did upon a more recent occafion 
Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick, with 40,000 men, beat th 
French. with 100,co00 ; and, by his amazing military talents 


making conqueſts of their colonies and dependencies in ever 
quarter of the globe. Prince Ferdinand was but one man 
but then he was 'one of thoſe men, who are very extra 
ordinary perſons, and who would, if occaſion made it nece 
ſary, be of moſt eſſential ſervice to this country. And if 
war ſhould be the conſequence of the preſent miſunderſtand 
ing, which I think it muſt, I know no man more fit to cal 
to the head of our army than that illuſtrious Prince, I an 
perſuaded it is not the characteriſtic of an Engliſh gener: 
officer to be jealous. I know there are many able general o 
ficers in my eye, but I know too they are too generous, to 
noble minded, too much attached to their country, to le 
their own perſonal pretenſions ſtand between ſuch an ap 
intment, and the national intereſt and preſervation, 


opinion, and who has been lately, I underſtand, called toth 
head of his profeſſion, | Lord Amherſt] will, I truſt, excuſ 


from his merit: I know it; it is univerſally acknowledge. 
by his country ; but his own modeſty would urge him t 
agree with me in the propriety of the hint I have now throw 
Out. a 

My Lords, I ſay, one man can atchieve great things, i 
he poſſeſſes the confidence of the people, and by that hol 
can call forth that ſpirit which has always proved viRtoriou 
when properly and judiciouſly directed. What was the ſtat 
of Holland in the celebrated year 1672, when obliged t 
hght againſt France and England united ? The Unite 


that Britain is now add to this, that her troops an 
fleets were undiſciplined and ſpiritleſs. The two brothers 
Andrew. and Cornelius De Witt, endeavoured all the 
could to rouze them to a ſenſe of their ſituation. _ 
4.1 4 | he 


*. 
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dem turned admiral himſelf, and fought. the enemy, but 
tothing would do---the people were degenerate ; all military 
liſcipline, regulation, and ſubordination, were at an end. 
Burghers and burghers? ſons were placed in the higheſt and 
noſt important commands: nay, ſo far had this evil ſpread, 
that military and naval officers employed ſubſtitutes! In 
ine, the people were ſo immerſed in ſloth, corruption, and 
b overwhelmed with deſpondency, that twelve or thirteen 
fraggling ſoldiers would have poſſeſſed themſelves of a very 
trong fort, which led to the capital, if a ſervant woman 
tad not braved the danger alone, and timely pulled up the 
taw-bridge. 'What was the conſequence of all this > The 
tly two virtuous men in the republic, the two De Witts, 
xere ſacrificed to the :1l-founded prejudices of an enraged 
ppulace. The people grew deſperate. Offers had been 
made to Louis XIV. their conqueror, then the moſt po- 
ent prince in Europe, and aided by England, to give up 
ery thing, but juſt to retain the name of ſovereignty. It 
ms refuſed by that haughty monarch with contempt. This 
wuzed the people to act as one man. Their ſupineneſs was 
to more; rouzed from their political lethargy, every man 
became a failor or a ſoldier ; and the event correſponded with 
the means employed. Charles the Second ſaw his error. 
He was detached from ſo unnatural an alliance. Holland 
once more recovered its freedom, and, in a very few years 
after, was able to vie with the firſt powers in Europe. It 
yas the high, political knowledge of the De Witts that 
proved the cauſe of their unhappy fate ; as ſtateſmen, they 
would never be perſuaded that Charles the Second would have 
been ſo great a madman or ideot as to have joined France in 
forming a ſyſtem of power which muſt have ultimately end- 
ed in the deſtruction or conqueſt of his own kingdoms, De 
WV itt's obſervation, who was the wiſeſt and ableſt ſtateſman 
ol In Europe, when he heard Charles had acceded to the treaty 
ou vich France, fo evidently repugnant to the intereſts of his 
a erown and people, was, that no man could poſhbly pre- 
tend even to gueſs at the extent of folly.” 1 confeſs the 
obſervation has made a deep impreſſion on my memory. I 
tave often revolved it in my mind; and I think the period is 
tow arrived, when it may be applied with the ſtrifteſt ju- 
ſlice.” It points directly to the conduct of the preſent mem- 
bers in adminiſtration, who ſeem determined to puſh their 
folly farther than any men in office had ever done before, 
ladecd it may, by ſome of their adyocates, be urged in their 
| | D d d 2 | favour, 
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favour, as tending to miſlead our enemies; for J have heard 
more than once, that the principal difficulty with the French 
cabinet has been to explain by ſyſtem, what has hitherto re 
mained inexplicable, the conduct of the Britiſh adminiſtra 
tion; who are repreſented at Vexſailles, as men ſo mutable 
various, and ſo contradictory in their meaſures, that the laſt 
was of fuch a nature, that no man, unleſs poſſeſſed of the 
ſpirit of divination, could tell what the next would be. 

My Lords, our miniſters, if they deſerve that name, ſeem 
in af e of ſtupefaction. They fe ruin approaching, and 
take no one meaſure to prevent, or even arreſt its progrel; 
They neither prepare for peace nor war. They know, they 
muſt know, that an invaſion is intended, I have had repeat. 
ed advices, within theſe three weeks, that the coaſts of Brit 
tany and Normandy are lined with troops. There is not: 
- perſon who has lately left that country, with whom I con 
verſe, who has not aſſured me of the fact. What is the 
nominal miniſter ? The ſervus ſervi. What arc thoſe who act 
with and in ſubordination to him? The ſervi " of thi 
Phantom of power and mock importance, What has thei 
employers defired them to ſay? That the court of Spai 
will not join France. The arrival of a courier from Madrid is 
announced ! Theſe are the joyful tidings ; the ſtocks riſe one 
per cent. till the pitiful trick is detected, and they fall to their 
former price. Then again it is whiſpered, we are to have no 
war. tt cannot be, ſay the whiſperers, if America is de- 
clared independent, ere again is another ſubterfuge, 
Were I to retort to conjecture, I ſhould be apt to ſuſpe& 
the latter to be the caſe, Miniſters here are filent ; they will 
not ſpeak, or they know nothing. The miniſter in the other 
Houſe has loſt all credit, even with his greateſt friends and 
admirers. He 1s never of the ſame opinion two days run- 
ning, or even twice in the ſame debate. No man, in or out 
of the Houſe, pays the leaſt attention to what he ſays. Ho 
ſays any thing, and of courſe ſays nothing. I would noi 
take the ghoſt's word for a ducat,“ is an expreſſion extreme- 
ly applicable to him, But it is not even their tricks, eva» 
2 and ſucceſſive contradictions, that ſo much ſurpri: 
me, as their total inattention to national ſecurity. Do they 
know the length of coaſt that is to be defended? That 
Plymouth, which is almoſt inſulated, will require 10,000 
men for its defence; Portſmouth as many more; Chatham 
and the county of Kent an equal number? Are minifters 
ignorant, that if the French ſhould make good a hog 
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hat there is not a ſingle poſt from the water-fide to the me- 
tropolis but one, and that in the neighbourhood. of ſome 
houſes that I ſhould be ſorry to ſee diſturbed. ¶ Suppoſed to 
nean the royal palaces, ] miniſters know, that a chain 
of poſts ſhould be kept up from London to Harwich ? Then 
Newcaſtle, a place of the firſt-rate importance, lies expoſed. 
It is three hundred miles off; and, to properly ſecure it, and 
the eaſtera coaſt, a chain of poſts and communication ſhould 
te kept up between Harwich again and Newcaſtle. New- 
altle ſhould be paid particular attention to, and ſtrictly 

arded. France knows the importance of that town and 
ts neighbourhood as well as we do ourſelves. It may poſ- 
ibly be urged, that by theſe public communications, 1 may 
be throwing out hints to the enemy, and inſtructing them 
chere to land. Were the French ignorant of theſe particu- 
krs, the objection might be plauſibly made. I am certain 
of the contrary ; the French do not ſtand in need of ſuch 
nformation. Theſe hints are intended for miniſters, to in- 
form them of what I have every reaſon to believe they are 
btally unacquainted with and unprepared for. The mini- 
ters of Great Britain, I believe, are ignorant of theſe 
priiculars ; the miniſters of France, I am thoroughly per- 
luaded, are not, | | 

[ would aſk a noble Duke over the way [Duke of Argyll] 
i Scotland is in a proper ſtate of defence; or if it has either 
men or money to put it in ſuch a ſtate ? I believe the noble 
Duke will hardly reply in the affirmative. The truth is, 
adminiſtration have loft all credit with the people. The mi- 
Itia are ordered out; ſome of them are already embodied ; 
ſet, ſuch is the character of the finance miniſter with the 
people, that he is afraid to apply to them for money to pay 
lie militia, either from the total impracticability of pro- 
curing it, or being obliged to give ſo high a premium as 
yould ſufficiently point out the abſolute neceſſity of re- 
moving him from his preſent ſituation. | 
In this ſtate of deſpondency, had I an opportunity of ad- 
ning his Majeſty, I would adviſe him to try what could be 
done with the Whigs. Scotland and Manchefter have been 
tried ſufficiently already. The Tories have been applied to, 
ad confided in. I do not approve of excluſive diſtinctions 
u times of difficulty and danger, nor at any time, much 
leſs at ſuch ſeaſons as the preſent, when even the very exift= 
ence of the nation ſeems to be rather hazarded, ſooner than 
Pply to, or even receive aſſiſtance from ſome of its beſt 
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friends. I would adviſe miniſters to abandon all party pro- 
ſcription, and write to the country gentlemen'of weight and 
fortune in the ſeveral counties, though they ſhould have the 
misfortune to be Whigs. State to them the real ſituation » 
public affairs, demand their aſſiſtance where it may be ne- 
ceſſary. Offer thoſe honours and advantages which it is ir 
your power to beſtow. Combine and connect every party 
and deſcription of men. Leave a way open for every ma 
to enter, and eyery man will enter and co-operate in the 


ſupport of government. A noble Lord near me, I will take by 
the liberty to mention his name, the Earl of Effingham 2 
whole — and unwearied attention to the intereſts of his 7 
country have ſecured him the veneration and eſteem of al Fl 
ranks of people, has, I am told, offered his ſervices, in per . 
ſon, to the Sovereign. I know no more than what the news *; 
papers, or common converſation inform me of; but [| a 1 
told, he was looked on coolly, and that ſome others have 
nearly ſtood in the ſame predicament. If it be fo, I a 1 
ſorry for it; and am certain, ſuch a conduct muſt have pro 0 
cceded from weak, if not evil advice. I imagined, that hight, 
own' perſonal: merit, his diſintereſted conduct, would haye 0 
ſecured him a different kind of reception. I was led to hope a 0 
that his name, the highly reſpected name of Howard, and 2 
his deſcent from that great hero, the firſt of his immediatq .. 
family, Lord Howard of Effingham, who deftroyed the 17 
Spamſh Armada in the reign of Queen Elizabeth, would ay 
have drawn a degree of reſpect and attention due to ſuc 7 | 
pretenſions. 5 ; * 
The noble Duke thinks the ſureſt way to ſecure the friend A 
ſhip, if not dependence of America, will be to relingquill 5 
it for the preſent. The noble Duke will excuſe me, for M 
thinking it a moſt extraordinary mode of ſecuring a ſceptre * 
to reſign it. Power and dominion are too flattering in the! * 
nature, to be either parted with, or returned on ſuch terms, 
In my opinion, you would only arm America with a wen in 
pon you will never again be able to get poſſeſſion of; 1 1 
would prove a poignard, to wound this country, which youlſh. 
could never again, by your greateſt efforts, be able to re = 
cover from her graſp. The propoſition puts me in mind 0 be 
a paſſage in a modern comedy, between a duke and a ſhar 4 10 
per: the former is ſuppoſed to give the latter twenty guineas * 


the ſharper returns twenty-one ; ſo this kind of exchange: 
increaſing on both fides, continues for ſome time, till U bein 
ſharper at length runs away with the whole. Such a ſcheme | 
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ny Lords, was a very proper ſubje& for a play or a farce, as 
caution to young people not to play, or warn them not to 
play with ſtrangers ; but it would be groſsly ludicrous, if 
it was to be adopted in a ſyſtem of politics, which was to 
determine the intereſts, if not the fate, of a great kingdom. 
Whoever yet heard of borrowing or lending a diadem 2 
The idea is abſurd ; the plan is idle and impraQticable. 
The conduct of this country, reſpecting Holland, has of- 
ten been introduced into debate on this ſubject, particularly 
by the noble Duke; and inferences have been drawn from 
it, to prove the propriety of forbearing to reſent the inſult 
offered to us by France. I do not mean the laſt period of 
Dutch hiſtory alluded to; I mean the conduct of Queen 
Elizabeth, relative to the frequent apologies, and the ſeem- 
ng good underſtanding which ſubſiſted between England 
ad Spain, while Queen Elizabeth was publickly ſupporting 
the Dutch in their revolt. In anſwer to this, I ſhall juſt re- 
nind his Grace, that though war was not actually declared, 
the aſſiſtance given to the revolted ſubjects was equal on 
both ſides; for while England was fomenting diſturbances in 
the Netherlands, Spain was doing the ſame 1n Ireland, and 
actually invaded that kingdom with a very conſiderable naval 
ad military force, | | 

The facts which introduce the preſent motion have, in 
my opinion, been ſufficiently proved, and contain matter 
tot of a dangerous nature, unleſs your Lordſhips ſhould be 
perſuaded to believe the moſt improbable of all abſurdities, 
tat the information which came out in the courſe of the 
enquiry, was not known to France! The ſame objection 
would have lain againſt a great part of what fell from me 
lis day; but it is to the laſt degree farcical. The French 
know the ground, poſts and paſſages between London and 
the ſea coaſts, I will not ſay better, but at leaſt as well as 
the moſt experienced of our own generals. The French are 
equally well informed as to the ſtate of our army and navy. 
Indeed I believe I need not hefitate to ſay, much better than 
We are. But now I am up, I cannot help taking notice of 
amatter which aſtoniſhed me, and which came out in proof. 
[confeſs I looked with amazement at the confidence and in- 
blence of the firſt Lord of the admiralty. When a war 
vas threatened with France, and that a noble Duke, whom TI 
do not now ſee. in his place [Duke of Bolton] reminded his 
Lordſhip of his boaſtings, and how far ſhort the fleet was of 
being in à Rate of defence; his Lordſhip. ſaid, = 
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be ſure the fleet was not as well manned as he could wiſh, 
He could not help it; he had done every thing in his power; A 
but it was impoſſible to remedy the evil, as America retain. I" 
ed in their ſervice above 20,000 of thoſe ſeamen, which in WM" 
former wars we uſed to have to man our navy.“ Good God! WI” 
is it poſſible to bear fuch evaſions ? Shall it be in the power i 
of men in high offices to allure the nation into meaſures of WI” 
the moſt ſerious and perilous nature; to encourage it from i” 
time to time, to proceed upon previous engagements ; and I" 
when the inſtant comes that the nation is juſt at the eve of e 
being plunged into a war, the event of which may deter- 
mine its exiſtence ; ſhall the ſame men be ſo daring, to en- 
deavour to ſhift the reſponſibility off their own e 
and tell you that they acted miniſterially, under the wing 
of the public counſels, and are not anſwerable for conſe- 
quences ? It is not the buſineſs of this Houſe to call ſuch 
men to account. That is the duty of the other Houſe. But 
what is the other Houſe? Can public juſtice ever be pro- 
cured through ſo foul and corrupt a channel? Is it poffible 
to obtain juſtice, while that Houſe is under the immediate 
controul, and at the deyotion of the miniſter ? Can im- 
peachments be expected to come from penſioners, contrac- 
Qtors, and the whole tribe of needy dependants ? Let us 
but recollect what paſſed here the other day, when on an 
enquiry into the ſhameful jobbs reſpe&ing the contract for 
tranſports, the miniſters ſent the very contractors, clerks and 
dependants to infult this Houſe with made-up tales to cover 
their own corruptions and iniquities. Before this country or 
its conſtitution is recovered, that corrupt Houſe muſt be 
new modelled, It is at preſent the ſource of all corruptions 
and misfortunes ; and if all other means ſhould fail, the 
people will probably rife, and drag their corrupt and venal 
repreſentatives from their ſeats. I ſhall never ſubmit to the 
doctrines [ have heard this day from the woolſack, that the 
other Houſe are the only repreſentatives and guardians of the 

ple's rights. I boldly maintain the contrary, I fay this 
Houſe is equally the repreſentatives of the people. They et 
hold the balance; and if they ſhould perceive two of the ! 


branches of the legiſlature unite in oppreſſing and enſlaving 5 
the people, it is their duty to interpoſe to prevent it. con 


The noble and learned Lord on the woolfack, in the de- 
bate which opened the buſineſs of this day, aſſerted, that x-. 
your Lordfhips were incompetent to make any alteration ia and 
a money bill, or a bill of ſupply, I ſhould. be glad to — wp 
"0 | e 


„er matter fairly and fully diſeuſſed, and the ſubject brought 
he forward and argued upon precedent, as well as all its collateral 
; elations. I ſhould be pleaſed to ſee the queſtion fairly com- 


nitted, were it for no other reaſon but to hear the ſleek, 
ooth contractors from the other Houſe of Parliament; 
come to that bar and declare, that they, and they only, could 


" fame a money bill; and they, and they only, could diſpoſe 
df the property of the Peers of Great-Britain,, Perhaps 
of eme arguments more. plauſible than thoſe I heard this day 


dome from the woolſack, to ſhew that the Commons have 
n uncontroulable, unqualified right to bind your Lordſhips 
foperty, may be urged by them. At preſent, however, 
jo leave to differ from the ſentiments delivered by the 
wble and learned Lord; for until the claim, after a ſolemn 
liſcuſſion of this Houſe, is openly and directly relinquiſhed, 


5 I ſhall continue to be of opinion, that your Lordſhips have 
naht to alter, amend, or rejeft a money bill; and to pre- 
le ent an improper or oppreſfive tax being laid on the people 
e ud yourſelves : and I truft, that if ſuch a doctrine ſhould 
come to be ever preſſed or tenaciouſly maintained by the 


other Houſe, that this inherent right of controul will never 
be abandoned by your Lordſhips. on 
I ſo far agree with the noble Viſcount {Weytnouth] that 
the addreſs conſiſts of two parts, to withdraw the troops, and 
for the removal of miniſters. If the firſt is meant to lead 


b the independence of America, I ſhall certainly be againſt 


Y it. I repeat what. I before urged ſo ſtrongly, that the de- 
„ bedence of America ſhould never be given up. As to men, 
hall ever prefer meafures to men. I agree with the noble 
- Earl [Chatham] in his opinion. I wiſh for no man's place or 


N N ment; yet I can never accede tothe argumentof the no- 

dle Viſcount, that to diſmiſs the preſent miniſtry, would be pu- 
nihing or cenſuring them without proof. Is not our preſent 
ſtuation, a full proof of the wickedneſs and imbecillity af 
Aminiſtration? Have not they done every thing to amuſe 
Parliament, to deceive, to miflead them; and do they not 
J yet endeavour to cling, to their places? Have not they plan- 
xd a commiſſion, armed with certain powers, to treat on 
oo certain terms? Do not they know beforchand that this 
commiſſion muſt miſcarry? Is not America previoufly told 
to infiſt on independence? Are not miniſtry and their 


friends ſilent; and preparing to ſurrender the fovereignty 
Md glory of this country? Where are the high tokens of 
el Pprobation gone, which I heard echoed from every couryy 
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oven duty and conſtitutional importance in the ſtate. Thoug 


they will leave it, re inſecla, and that the whole ſcheme will 
Jong for a few months their miniſterial exiſtence---or by 


192105 them, 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 1M 


corner of this Houſe, the laft * I took the liberty to deli 
ver my * 00 on the preſent ſubject? A ſolemn ſtillne 
pervades theſe benches, which on the laſt day reſounded wit 
marks of the higheſt approbation. There are many othe 
reaſons, my Lords, which ſerve to convince me, that declar 
ing America independent would be raſh and impolitic. The 
thirteen united ſtates form at preſent a republic in the ſtrictef 
ſenſe of the word. lt is a fact, confirmed by long expe 
Tience, that republican ſtates are always averſe to war, I 
they ſhould, as 1 fear they will, from their preſent tempei 
and former provocations, reject the offers we are about to 
Propoſe to them, they will, from the very nature of their 
government, inſenſibly by degrees, bend towards peace, [ 
that view, my advice would be, to let chem alone, and the 
will in time, even from motives of convenience and intereſt 
return to an alliance with this country. They will natu 
rally cultivate comme ce and the arts of peace; they wi 
be defirous to bind and heal thoſe wounds which are bleeding 
from the ravages of war; and they will diſcover, as ſoon i 
"the heats and reſentments which it has occaſioned have- {ub 
ſided, the danger as well as impolicy of their treaty will 
France, which if obſtinately adhered to, might prove thei: 
own deſtruction, no lets than that of the mother country, 
My Lords, whatever the ſtrength and reſources of this 
country may be, they can never be happily or effectually em 
ployed, without a thorough reformation in the executivg 
government and the people at large. A reform of manners, 
both public and private; of the other Houſe in particular, 
who at preſent, I do not heſitate to pronounce, the ſeryi 
followers of the miniſter; ready to obey every mandate he 
thinks proper to iſſue; totally immerſed in the deepeſt an 
dirtieſt ways of corruption; and Joſt to every ſenſe of thei 


I have ſtrong expectations that America is not finally loft, 
but rather believe it will once more return to its connec- 
tion with this country, I have no hopes from the commiſ- 
ſion now going out, nor the acts on which it is founded, 
In my opinion, the commiſſioners will return to Europe ah 


turm out as ĩt was really deſigned, nothing but a Ff 
plan of the preſent miniſtry, to amuſe the nation, and pro- 


gaining time, attempt either to divide the colonies, in hopes 
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dem, or if that ſhould miſcarry, endeavour to continue their 
wa power, by at length making a formal ſurrender of Ame- 
nca, on account of its recovery, either by force or treaty, 
king no longer practicable, It is not yet, my Lords, too 
hte, The firſt ſtep I would adviſe, is to do America ample 
alice; to convince the people of that Peony that we were 

ed to come to 


gell öncere, that we were in earneſt ; that we wi 
pe u undiſguiſed reconciliation, framed on the moſt compre- 
Ieaſive bottom, and built on the moſt ſolid and permanent 


bundation. To ſecure their liberties beyond the power of 
prmer or recent claims. Such a plan, my Lords, ought to 
e prevalent, and extend its influence through every depen- 
kacy of the Britiſh empire, to the Eaſt and Weſt Indies, 
feland, &c. which would render London what it ought to 
e, the metropolis of Ireland, Afia, and America, Un- 
loubtedly, my Lords, in reſpect of America, ſuch a ſcheme 
wuld for a time meet with a ſtrong oppoſition. There are 
bubtleſs ſeveral in that country who have taken a part in the 
mnteſt, and who from ambitious views of wealth, honour, 
ud aggrandizement, would oppoſe it; and would ſet their 
jreachers and orators to work, to perſuade the people of 
de advantages of being independent; but the bulk of the 
eople, if we acted candidly, judieiouſly, and direct, I'am 
gerſuaded, would be eaſily brought to a reconciliation, a 
natter I fear, for many Ale reaſons, which can never be 
lected by the preſent miniſtry ; the ſyſtem by which they 
pe upheld, and the terms on which they hold their appoirt- 
nents, being totally incompatible with the frame and ſpirit 
this government. Theſe dangerous combinations of men, 
nked together for counteracting the deſigns of the conſtitu- 
on; for veſting an unnatural power in the hands of the 
own, in order to employ it to their own perſonal purpoſes, - 
nd thereby ſetting up a diſtinct intereſt from that of the peo- 
Je, All theſe dark and crooked purpoſes muſt be abandaned 
efore we can expect to ſucceed in any meaſure pacific or 
ſtile, Every thing muſt miſcarry ſo long as this plan is 
thered to. This government will never get clear of the va- 
ous difficulties which preſs on every ſide, unleſs the ſyſtem 
f clerks de annihilated ; till the court fgribblers are ſilenced. 
r diſmiſſ-d from the higheſt to the loweſt ; from the queriſt, 
mployed to write down and villify General Howe, down to 
e loweſt mercenary ſcribbler of the day; till the Iawyers and 
mmiffoners are ſent to their profeſſions, ofices, and deſks, 
I, till every low, petty, under-hand part of the preſent pal- 

y court ſyſtem is entirely abloliſhed. 

| 1 EY _ - Beſides, 


Puke of 


the heir apparent to the crown, the Duke of Oſnaburgn, and 


might be cqual to the whole Houſe of Bourbon but America 


PARLIAMENTARY A, 1998; 


Beſides, the impolicy of declaring America independent, Wi x 
my Lords, I perfectly agree with the noble Earl, who, in : 
few words yeſterday, though preſſed down with infirmity, x 
ſpoke with ſo much dignity and wiſdom, there would he 2 
groſs injuſtice in ſuch a declaration, not only with refpc& to 


the ſeveral deſcendants of the Princeſs Sophia and her heirs, 
being proteſtants, but to ſeveral families, the natives of this 
country, who once poſſeſſed great landed properties in the 
colonies, I took the liberty to point out a few of thoſe ſoon 
after I roſe; but if I were to enter into particulars, and were 
to have full information upon the ſubject; the conſequence 
of a ſeparation, and the confiſcations which it would be pro- 
ductive of, I am confident, would appear to your Lordſhips 
moſt lamentable and deplorable. Though I defire no man's 
place nor employment, yet if miniſters were to demand my 
advice, I would readily go to the privy council and give them 
my ſentiments oa I would not however go alone, they 
might poſſibly conſider me as a ſpy, and my viſit might prove 
equally diſagreeable to myſelf, and to thoſe to whom it waz 
made, | 

In fine, my Lords, nothing will ſuccced under the direc, 
tion of the preſent adminiſtration. They are deſpiſed or ex- 
ecrated without doors; they have loſt the public confidence 
the ſyſtem of government muſt be changed, and eſtabliſhed 
upon a ſtronger baſis. I repeat again, the lawyers and con- 
mis, the plefent conductors of public buſineſs, muſt be {nt 
back to their proper vocations, or their original obſcurity, 
America mult obtain juſtice and ſecurity, and whatever, dif- 
ficulties may ariſe to obſtruct it, I have no doubt but that 
country may again be happily united to Great Britain, | 


The Duke of Richmond replied to the noble Lord's ſpeech. % 
He faid, men it was Certain were in that Houſe and out of * 
it, in great abundance ; and money, as the noble Lord has 1 
ſaid, abounded in private coffers. But when a war was de- A 
termined upon, it became neceſſary not to truſt to your eye, "y 
in point of numbers, nor eftimate the populouſneſs of thoſe | 
kingdoms by the people you ſaw in that Houſe, in London r g 
ſkreets, or on the road to Bath, It was generally believed ar] 
that France contained twenty-four millions, Spain fix of. 
ſeven, and America three, What had we to oppoſe to that fro 
number in Great Britain and Ireland? Little more, he be- bY 


Jieved, than eight millions. He allowed, that if Amen 


was with us, notwith{tanding the difparitity of numbers, we Mini 


no 


8.141778. TE 
t, WW cot only detached from us, but actually put in the ſeale 
2M zcainſt us, he thought, to hazard ſo unequal a conteſt, would 
„e madneſs in the extreme. | 7 | 

2 His Grace aſſured their Lordſhips, that no one more fin- 

toll rely wiſhed that America might return to her former de- 
nd pendence and connection with this eountry than he did; but 
et was the impracticability in one event, the danger in the 
nis ther, and the injuſtice of compelling her by force of arms, 


wat all equally operated upon his mind, and induced him to 
be of opinion, that the only way to get clear of all thoſe dif- 
ficulties, would be at once to declare her independent. He 
fad, ſuppoſe Great-Britain had nothing to interrupt her, and 
hat ſhe ſhould prevail in the conteſt, would ſuch a connection 
be either a deſirable or a profitable one? Moſt certainly not. 
[f conqueft on our part was to be the conſequence of the 
conteſt, the Americans muſt be ſlaves ; and even though they 
yers ſlaves, the expence, trouble, and hazard of keeping 
hem in ſuch a ſtate of ſervile objection, would coft this na- 
ton more money than would be ſufficient to balance any ad- 
nutage we could poſſibly draw from ſuch a dominion. 

His Grace obſerved, the noble Lord talked much of the 
ſulnerable parts of France and Spain. If there were no 
other motives, nor ſtronger, for entering into a war, than tho 
xdvantages to be derived from ſudden attacks and debarka- 
tons on their coaſts, thoſe would weigh very little with hun, 
He remembered, that in the courſe of the late war, he ſerved 
n company with the noble Lord on one or more of thoſe 
expeditions ; and he imagined they faw nothing on that oc- 
ahon ſufficient to encourage them to a repetition of the ſame 
pecies of warfare. 

He obſerved, the noble Lord avowed his preference of 
meaſures to men: So did he, when meaſures ſtood in oppo- 
ition to men. It is true, the noble Lord cenſured, in a ve- 
able manner, the conduct of the preſent miniſtry ; but 
what did that cenſure amount to, when his-Lordſhip's gene- 
al ſentiments went to an indiſeriminate approbation of thoſa 
o* the noble Earl who ſpoke the preceding day? The noble 
ei karl ſaid, he deſired no man's employment; he wiſhed: fon 
o man's place. All he found fault with was unretracted 
mor. His Grace appealed to the noble Lord, whether the 
piraſe, unretracted error, did not fairly import, that the 
boble Earl had no objection to unite or ſupport the preſent 
niniſters, on condition that they retracted their errors? If 

| meaſures 
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meaſures, not men, meant this, he fully underſtood what was 
intended. EY 1 

His Grace obſerved, much had been ſaid and relied upon 
in argument, by the noble Lord, on our abilities, on what 
we were able to do againſt the common enemy; yet a great 

rt of the noble Lord's own argument went to prove the ne- 
eeſſity of a ſuperior force, His Lordſhip called for a much 
ſuperior force to any thing we could procure for ſeveral 
months, even for the defence of the ſouthern part of the 
Hand. He aſked a noble Duke on the other fide of the 
Houſe, whether, in caſe of an attack in Scotland, he had 
either men or money to repel ſuch an attack? The ſilence of 
the noble Duke implied a' negative. The ſame queſtion 
might be extended to Ireland, which, by all accounts, was in 
a moſt defenceleſs condition. The noble Lord had obſerved, 
very pointedly, that, although the militia were called out 
and ordered to be embodied, yet ſuch was the ſtate of public 
credit, that the miniſter was either afraid, or could not pro- 
cure money to pay them. What then, ſaid his Grace, does 
the argument of the noble Lord and noble Earl amount to? 
The latter ſays, he wages no war with perſons, but with us- 
retracted error: and the noble Lord ſays, that meaſures, not 
men, are what he looks to. Surely the noble Lord will not 
ſay, though war was declared to-morrow, that the preſent 
miniſters could have a more effectual ſupport than they have; 
conſequently his Lordſhip will confeſs, that even good and 
neceſſary meaſures cannot prove fucceſsful in the hands of 
the preſent. miniſters. His Grace proved, that either his 
Lordſhip muſt declare in favour of American independence, 
and peace with France, or give up men, as connected with 
meaſures; for in many inſtances, particularly in the preſent, 
meaſures cannot be ſeparated from men; the former, how- 
ever expedient, wiſc, or neceſſary, muſt fail, while the exe- 
. cution of them is intruſted in ſuch hands as now. hold the 
reins of government. He contended, that he repeated no 
more than the noble Lord's own arguments ; for they all 
went to prove, 1n the fulleſt manner, what had been now al- 
ſerted. | 3 | 

His Grace, after deſcribing very fully our internal ftate, 
and the powers we had to contend with, ſuppoſing we ſhould 
drive France into the arms of America, declared, that no 
man in his ſenſes would think of going to war under ſuch 
circumſtances ; or expect to impreſs the minds of his hearers 
with conviction, that this country, after having proved * 
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elf incapable to prevail over America ſingle- handed, could 
ſand any chance of victory, in a conteſt with France, Spain, 
and America, united. | 

He declared, he wiſhed as ſincerely as any one of their 


ccommodation between Great-Britain and America, with- 


hot making ſo great a ſacrifice as the dependency of the lat- 
er; but fatal experience had put it paſt a doubt, in his 
e I nid, that things were gone too far for ſuch a defirable event 
e so take place. He ſhould have been much better-pleaſed, if 
dle noble Lord, inſtead of launching forth into a deſcription 
of ef ideal men and money, had ſhewn how America was to be 


ined ; how the Thirteen States now, even by the noble 


n Lord acknowledged to be independent, were to be brought 
d, back to allegiance and dependency on this country. He taw 
ut vo proſpect of it; and therefore, being anxious to render 
ic Anerica at leaſt a friend to Great-Britain, had thrown out 
-l ideas as to the beſt means of doing it. He begged the noble 


Earl, as well as their Lordſhips, to conſider, that America, 
f not the friend of Great-Britain, muſt neceſſarily become 
he friend of France, and of conſequence, could not ſtand 
deuter with regard to us. 1 | 

| Suppoſe, added his Grace, that matters were not in the 


nt erilous ſtate that they really are; ſuppoſe, for the ſake of 
e; igument, that the laſt campaign had been {till more ſucceſs- 
ndl than it was, that America was likely to ſubmit, and that 
of France had not interfered, I declare, for one, that I do not en- 
11s rrtain a wiſh that America was forced into ſubmiſſion, and I 
de, Will give my reaſon for making this declaration. The conduct 
th er this country for ſome years paſt, has obviouſly been ſuch as 
nt, ¶ ended to reduce America to ſervility, to ſlavery ; every mea- 
w-Wlire of adminiſtration was calculated to wound the freedom of 
e · Nie colonies ; and it requires but little argument to prove, that 
the Wk: ſoon as America is enſlaved, Great-Britain's loſs of liber- 
noh will be at hand. Excluſive of this very galling circum- 


ance, what an immenſe expence, what a heavy burden 
wuld it be to this country, to keep ſo extenſive a continent 
La ſtate of ſlavery ? None but the weakeſt of politicians, 
ne but the worſt of men, would ever have dreamt of aim. 
ſy at a purpoſe ſo manifeſtly unjuſt, injurious, and de- 
| ive ! 5 ; . | os 

The noble Earl had mentioned Prince Ferdinand as 2 
at general, and intimated a wiſh that he was at preſent 
Wed on to take the command of that army which er 8 
x | 21 a 


Lordſhips, or the noble Lord who ſpoke laſt, for a ſpeedy 
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defend the kingdom. The noble Earl had mentioned thei 
Prince as the one man whoſe abilities and wifdom' united had 
been the cauſe of an army of 40,000 meh beating dn army 
of 100, 00. He could not help differing from the nobiq 
Earl in both points. He believed few victories were owing e 
either to the ſingle valour or the ſingle experience of one 
man. If the inftruments under him were not equal to th 
taſk achieved, the attempt would 1 rove fruitlefs WM" 
A fmaller army might beat a larger; but t & not only the 
men muſt be well diſciplined, and full of ſpirit, but the off 
cers {ſecond in command, and thoſe inferior, down to the ver 
fubalterns, muft be capable of giving effect to the plan © 
their leaders, and by a proper co-operation invigorate and 


ſupport the efforts of the whole army. He had his eye on WM” 
noble Earl who ſerved under Prince Ferdinand, and to when" 
he N believed a great part of the Prince's ſucceſs la. 
war ought juſtly to be aſcribed, That noble Earl Ver bu 
grave] was, in his opinion, as capable of taking the com. nl 
mand of our army, and conducting it ſucceſsfully, in cafe o ſc: 
invaſion, as any German Prince in Chriſtendom and h. cal 
never could conſent to intreat the ſervice of foreigners in dun. 
army, while ſo many able Englith officers were unemployed bo 
Earlof * Earl of Shelbisue faid, as ſoon as the French amb aſſ3d fer 
Sbelborne. delivered the offenſive paper, they ſhould have given imme 
diate orders for the ſtriking of ſome decifive blow at Franee n 
Tome ſudden ſhock, that would ſerve effectually to draw he Cid 
attention from making an offenfive war, either in Europe 6 1 
elſewhere, to the protection and ſecurity of her own coal 0 
and diftant dependencies. Miniſters, ignorant as they wee 
muſt know, that France was vulnerable in the Weſt- Indies 
There the troops and fleet under General and Lord Howe mut ul 
have proved ſacceſsful. He had ſeen an officer of rank and e 
perience, lately returned from Philadelphia, who aſſured hi * 
that the army there was compoſed of veteran troops, abi 
commanded, and in the moſt perfect diſcipline and good o 10 
der. This army and fleet might be ready to proceed on an 5 | 
ſervice againft our natural enemies early in the next mont N L 
if they ſhould receive their orders in time; and having no equi 4 K 


force to oppoſe them, whatever ſervice they were ſent on mu 

be crowned with faceeſs, * of a pla 
= The noble Duke had wiſhed that he would thew in Wh e 
„ manner America was to be regained without een wh 
” het claim of independency. He would give their Lorolhl 6 
2 opinfön; and he thanked the noble Duke or cnet 6 V 


8 4 ö 
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tc Leave the Americans to themſelves, and he had no man- 
ger of doubt but they would ſoon ſend commiſſioners to offer 
rms to Great- Britain. There was a natural neceſſity which 
would force America to come back to an alliance with. this 
wuntry. She could not, however artful men might gloſs 


p continue dependent on France. She would ſoon ſee the 
idiculous falſe bias ſhe had taken. Her own intereft, her 
own eaſe, her own happineſs, would point it out; and the 


kngth, of her own accord offer terms to England. 


having materially aſſiſted Prince Ferdinand in his tucceſs laſt 
var. He was exceedingly willing to do the noble Earl 


but neither took away from the merit of Prince Ferdinand, 
rho was one of thoſe men rarely to be met with; he had 
farcely ever read of a general ſo truly expert, both in the 


and a negotiator, except the famous John Duke of Marl- 
borough ;' and he would venture to ſay, that no officer who 
frved in Germany laſt war would deny him a claim to un- 
common abilities: indeed he had never heard of more than 


id not always ſpeak of him in terms of praiſe, in terms of 
Wmiration. 25 8 


reſted from the preſent ſet of men in office, who ſtood not 


wleſs it was backed and ſupported by their colleagues, who 
received their final inſtructions from an authority they dare 
dot acknowledge. Could any one therefore be ſurpriſed at 


riouſly reduced Great Britain to a very calamitous ſituation, 
ind their ſcandalous inactivity on the preſent occaſion, added 


by not ſpeaking out, ſeemed to threaten the ruin of the em- 
£ 9 FT . 0 N » - f * 1 20 * 

pire—a predicament in which he ſaw clearly or would ra- 

ther ſee Great-Britain involved, than part with 

places. | 


Lord Ravenſworth cloſed the debate. He ſaid he was aſto- 


Vor. IX. 1 


wer the matter, be fo loſt to all ſenſe of her own intereſt as 


conſequence would be, that all cauſe of animoſity. and con- 
ention ceaſing, ſhe would, on motives of found policy, at 
The noble Duke had alluded to Earl Waldegrave, as | 


ample credit for his bravery and ſkill, as a military man; 
cabinet and in the field, ſo wonderfully able both as a general 


dne commander [Lord George Germaine] in that army, who 


He concluded with declaring, that no good could be K : 


on their own legs, and dared not maintain a ſingle opinion, 


o the encouragement they gave to the national deſpondency, 


cir beloved 


401 


the errors of ſuch men? Their blunders hitherto had ob- 


: IS." of: O- Lord Ra- 
nthed how the noble Lords in adminiſtration could fit ſo venſworths 
many hours ſilent, and hear their conduct ſo ſeverely ar- 
; ; raigned 


Farl of 
Abingdon. 


Duke of 


Richmord. 


La. Dudley. Lord Dudlty moved to adjourn; and the Lord 'Chancell Hf 
was putting the queſtion, when . 


Duke of 
Richmond. 


* 


As ſoon as the divifion was over, the Earl of Abingdhs gt 


fore move, my Lords, that we of the minority. do, in a bod 
Wait upon his Majeſty with the addreſs that has been this d: 
made by the noble Duke: it contains information worthy t 


would be beſt ſetcle# out of the Houſe. 


there being two orders for the Houfe o be fummoned th 
day: one, the order juſt diſpoſt d of; and che other, for t: 


welas on the Mato. of the nation was firlt tead? 
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reigned, by the noble: Duke; but more particularly by the ne 
ble Lord z and not offer the leaſt juſtification, or ſo much 2 
a fingle fylladle ia reply, even to Hunt the force of any of. th 
heavy; charges made againſt them. This filence, he hopec 
portended ſome good t the nation; for by refuſing to anſwer 
they tacitly confe ſſed the truth of the ſeyeral acculations ; ar 
the next ſtep he hoped' they would take, would be to wait off 
their Sovereign, fairly confeſs they had deceived both his Ma 
enn and the nation, and reſign their places, 38 no longer fit 
condut᷑t the public affairs. . 
The queſtion was put, and the Houſe divided: Content 
333 non-cuntents 50. 
up, and faid, Theſe dead majorities will be the tuin of this. na 
tion. Let the queſtion be what it will, though the ſalvatic 
of the country depend upon it, if it be moved by the minori 
it is fureof a negative; and, my Lords, we are told too by 
miniſtry, that this is the only way in which his Majeſty wi 
receive bur counſel. It may, indeed, my Lords, be the on 
Way in which his Majeſty will receive our counſel. ; but it 
not the only way in which we have a right to give our counſ 
to his Majeſty. My Lords, we are the hereditary counſelle 
of the Crown, and have a right to an audience of his Majeffi bre 
at all times, o lay out humble ſerviees before bim. I there 


royal ear; what effect it may produce, is not for me to forejudg 

The Bake of Richmond afiented to the propoſal of then 
ble Earl, and faid, that, ff it was agreeable tb the other Lord 
he himſelf had no obje ction; but that that was a matter whit 


” « 


* 


- Phe Duke of Richmond'roſe, and obſerved, that their Lor 


— — 


ſhips: were proceeding cemrary to all parliamentary for 


third reading of the Foley-eftzte bill: the latter now con; tl 
quehily ſtood the order of the day. He appealed to the Fob 
nal, and aſked if there was a fingle Lord rent ho won 
ſay that the adjournment could take place, without a maniſcezd 
presch of the rules and orders of the Houſe, unleſs the ord 
in ine bu, ales, for which their Lordſhips were ſummonedz Myle | 

47 of wth 


K > * 2 


a 
* 
of 
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The order of the day was then read, for the third reading; 

Ihe Foley eſtate bill, on which 1 

The Lord Chancellor roſe, and obſerved, that he thought it Lord Chan- 

atremely improper, to agitate a queſtion of fo much impor, cellr- 

ce at that late hour 4 the night, particularly as ſeveral 

lords who meant to attend the third reading were gone away, 

wt ſuppoſing that any further buſineſs would be tranſacted, 

Wis Lordſbip, therefore, wiſhed that the order might be poſt- 

pned til! the next day. 8 = | 
This being objected to by the Duke ef Richmond and ſe- 

ral other Lords, the Lord Chancellor withdrew his motion, 

nd moved, That the bill be referred. back to the judges. 

This brought on a debate which laſted about an hour, when 

de queſt ion being put, the contents were 24, the non-con- 

ents 24. The queſtion. being thus . ſeemingly loſt for want 

of a ſingle vote, the Lord Chancellor called for the proxies. 

The Duke of Richmond objected to this, as being againſt a 

nding order. The ſtanding order was accordin ly refer- 

rd to, by which it appeared, that the Houſe mould not re- 

rive proxies in judicial proceedings. His Grace contended, 

hat the preſent bill came within the order, as being of a 

vate judicial nature. The objection being over- ruled, the 
roxies were called over, when there appeared five for, and 

three againſt it; ſo that the ultimate number for ſending the 
mendments made to the bill to be reconſidered by the judges 

were 29, againſt it 27. Jhe Duke of Richmond ſaid, he 

approved ſo much of producing proxies in judicial or pri- 

nte decifions, that although he had the Duke of Leinſter's 

yoxy, he would not make uſe of it, The principal ſpeakers 

n this debate, were the Lord Chancellor, Archbiſhop of 

Canterbury, the Earls of Sandwich, and Marchmont far the 
1 and the Duke of Richmond, and Earl of Derby, 

want it. c ID ey Fe 2 An 


The following proteſt, was entered upon the journals on 
ſte negative being put to the motion . for an hum 
Ne adreſs to bis M FOE tf = 
_& Difſentient,— 3 33 
i Becauſe we think the rejection of the propoſed addreſs | 
tt this very time may appear to indicate in this Houſe a deſire 9 | 
continuing that plan of ignorance, concealment, deecit, 72 
nd deluſion, by which the Sovereign and his- people have al- 
tady been brought into ſo many and ſo grievous calamities. 
ſe hold it ablofutely neceſſary that both Soyereign and pea- 

ple ſhould he undeceiyed, and that they mould diltin@y and 
Wthentically. be made acquainted with the Rate of their af- 
„ Fffs fairs, 


ajeſty. =p 
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| fire, Which is taithfully reprefented in this propoſed addreſs, 


| at a time when our exiſtence as a nation may depend upon 
_ concerning a hg idea of our real uation, and pol Qur 


 wiſdotn, 28 mak 


a proper uſe of it. i 0 
8 RicumoxD, "PorTLAnD;” 2 11 iv 
8 4 © ABFRGAVENRY, Erv1xcnHan, - 
„ © OR AYROW: < n 
7 ABINGDON, . Rockix nn, Wh 
1 HeR cf, _ STAMFORD, 
"0 FERRaks, 8 MANCHESTER, 2 
FrrzwilLIAM, „ ä; 
f 888 As APH, Cx ANN, 
5 JEVONSHIRE, : PENCER, af 
Et... BOLTON, 8 Hxxkro np. 1 S I: 
$5 & April. 10. * 
„Pe bulineſz. Adjourned to the 1 3th. di 
L. | a April 13, 14, 15, 10. ta 
a5 No debates. Adjourned to the 29th. 
1 wel 29) 20. m 
No debates. LS lu 
No debate. Adjouined to he 4th. 
May 4, 7 | 
No debates. ter 
| | May 6. Ss Ky 
Bill from the commons for the more ſpeedy and effectu me 
recruiting of his Majeſty's land forces being read A fecon lat 
- time, a ſhort debate aroſe, | ant 
Duke of The Duke of Bolton, ſtated ſeveral objections to it, amoi 
Bolton, the reſt, that in the clauſe which enables the commilfbne cot 
of the land- tax to pay the bounty for impreſſing, it orde de 
that forty ſhillings fhall be owed out of every pound. o 
; Lord Chan- The Lord Chancellir apologized for the abſence of the tw | 
cell. Secretaries of ſtate, in anſwer to an obſervation of the nob\ tio! 
Duke who ſpoke laſt, and was for ſending the bill to a con on! 
mittee, in order to reQify the blunder which ſhould have beef 
out of every three pounds ; and added, if tne commons r 1 
jected the amendment, on the idea that it would be an e 
croachment on their privileges, that would not be their Lore bi 
ſhips' fault. 
Duke of Duke of Bolton replied to an n explanation of the learn 1 
Belicn. Lord, relative to the abſence of one of the Secretaries if Ho; 
, | Rate, and ſaid there were ſeveral other material gbjeQiont| Ch. 
the bill beſides the blunder alluded to. Du 
Lord ni. Lord Weymouth now appeared, apologized” fur his not eq row 


Pn. ming down earlier, and faid that he did not know that ü 
bill would be oppoſed. 


E 
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„ Fatt of E/ingham. oppoſed the principle. as wel as ſeveral Ean of 
oi of the provitions of the bill. Efngban. 
ur Duke of Mancheſter among ads things, mnentiagied the p,kcor 
ere. t ſickneſs which prevailed among the crews of the men of Marcbefer. 
var at Portſmouth. -He ſaid he was juſt arrived. from Portſ- 

nouth, and that aboard one ſhip (the Revenge) 'there was- 

vo leſs than 250 lick, and upwards of 1200 ſeamen in the 
hoſpitals. - . 

Earl of Denbigh did, he had likewiſe been at Portſmouth; Earl of 
and had made particular enquiries, but had heard nothing of Deabigb. 
what was mentioned by the noble Duke who ſpoke laſt. 

Duke of Mancheſter in reply confirmed. what he had before Duke of 
aſſerted, and ſaid, there would be no occaſion for the pre- Manchefter. 
ſent bill, if the offers of the Whigs were accepted of. He 
was one of the number who had offered his aſſiſtance, but 
dificu!tics were ſtarted which prevented his e r from 

taking effect. 

Earl Gewer ſaid ſuch bills, whenever ah exigencies Earl C. 
made them neceffary, were conſtantly paſſed ſince the: Revo- 
lution. 

| The Houſe divided ; for the bill 22, againſtit 10. 

ay 

The order of the Houſe, to LOS their Lordfhips te to at- 
tend on a motion of the Duke of Richmond, was then read; 
when his Grace in a ſhort ſpeech, opened the grounds of his 
motion, which was ſubſtantially for a copy of all papers, re- 
ative to the accounts received of the Un, ailing, 
and deſtination of the Toulon fleet. 

Lord Weymouth ſtated ſome objections to the propriety of Lord Wey- 
communicating matters of ſo delicate a nature, which might ouch. 
de the meang of ſtopping ſuch ſources of information in time 
to come. 

W The Duke of Ridanad gave way to the force of this objec- Duke of 
bi tion ; and narrowed his motion to the equipment and failing Richmond. 
) only; 3 which was agreed to without further RW 


ee May 8. 
re No debate. Adjourned to the 1 ith, 
* May 11, 12. 
N 0 debates, 
May 13. 


Earl of Shelburne after a "Wore prefiice:” moved chat the Earl of. 
Houſe do attend the funeral of the late William Earl: of — 
Chatham whatever day his Majeſty ſhall appoint. Lord 
Dudley moved that the debate be adjourned till to-mor- 
ec 2255 ol the * * put, the contents were 16; non- 
t 15 contents 


* 1 
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dannen 15 The, main; queſtion put by, Lord Shelburne 
being now put, the contents were 16, nou- contents 16 ; ; and 
1 pecm ies being called: fot, the proxies for the original motion 
were 3, àageinſt it 43 * that the numbers for the attendance 
of the Houfe of Lords on the funeral of William Ear] of 
Chatham were 19, e 20, proxies included, 


May 14, 
No debates, Adjourned — the OY 
wo x .. May 8 7 
SITS {Nodubac.. Adjourned to the 20th. 
| May 20, 21, 22. 
No debates. Adjourned 125 25 the 25th. 


7$:cond readiog. of of the bill fe? repealing pare of the 1th 
aud 12th of King William, to prevent the increaſe of po- 


Bp. of Pe- Plitop of of Prerherench, As a friend to civil and religious 
vr liberty; I am free, my Lords, to own that I think there 
ought to be neither penalty nor reſtraint on the intercourſe 
between God and a man's own conſcience. I cannot there- 
fore but diſapprovo of all laws which are calculated to op- 
preſs men ſor their religious perſuaſion; and to tempt any 
one with views of imereſt to treſpaſs on bis duty and natural 
aſfection, by depriving his father of his eſtate, or ſupplant, 
ing his brethren, is a policy, in my opinion, inconſiſtent 

with reaſon, juſtice, and humanity. 
At the ſame time, my Lords, permit me to ſay, I am not 
10 i ignorant of the genius of popery, as not to now it is 2 
* * diſneult matter to confider its religious principles alto- 
diſtinct from that political ſuperſtructute which haz 
raiſed upon them; and to the ſupport of which, I can- 

-not but fear, that ſhould occafion offe er, they might til be 

vn made tod ſubſervient, _- 

Amy alteration, therefore, in thoſe Jaws which the wiſdom 
of Parliament has thought neceſſary, from time to time, for 
the preſervation of our church and ſtate, ought not to be 
made without due deliberation ; and altho' I profeſs myſelf 
to be a friend to the principle of this bill, yet I wiſh it had 
been brought in ſooner in the ſeſſion, that it might not hate 
appeared to be hurried thro* both houſes of Parliament; and 
(hat we might not only have had time to conſider it ourlehes 

but to know the general diſpoſition of the nation e'er it 
into law, for I hold it to be worthy your Lordſhips' atten- 
tion not only to look into the real ſecurny of the \conftitution, 


dard prevent alagms of i e . with which ig 
5 not ance 


ons #5) own „ Ack .. oa 
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norance and malice have heretofore, and may again kindle 

ſuch a flame, as the authority of law will find it difficult to 
extinguiſh, - 

But as there may be particular ecninces which might 
make delay inconvenient ; I beg leave to ſubmit to your 
Lortſhips* confidetation a doubt concerning the operation of 
this bill.—As che law now ſtands a younger ſon may, by 
— himſelf u proteſtant, deptive bis elder brother of the 
eſtate. t after the bill before us ſhall have paſſed, May 
not an eftate be ſo limited, as to deſcend only to à catholic ; 
and an elder brother be incapacitated by the Renitdezons if he 
profeſies himſelf a proteſtant? 

Proriſion was made by the act of King William | for: the 
maintenance and education of a child, being a proteſtant, du- 
ring his father's life, at the direction of the Lord Chancellor; 
this part of the act is not repealed by the preſent bill; but, + 
my Lords, what may be the condition of ſuch child under X 
the conditions of ſettlement, after his father's death ? May he 
dot be left deſtitute, becauſe he is not a Roman Catholic 2 

"Theſe doubts J ſubmit to your Lordſhipsꝰ better judgment; 
and truſt that, if neceſſary, ſome proviſion will be made in 
the committee, to prevent the inconveniences that may here- 
after ariſe, if they are not in time attended to. 

Marquis of Rockingham ſaid a few words to ſhew chat. the , duis of 
tepeal of cheſe clautes would but relieve a very dutiful and Rockingham. 
loyal part of the King's ſubjects from hardſhips, which it was 

* for any government te inflict. The reverend 
— had mentioned a particular effect which would be pro- 
duced by the bill, as if, in ſome inſtance, it gave advantage 
to thoſe people ſuporior to what the reſt of his Majeſty's ſub- 
pay enjoyed; but the bill had in fact no ſuch purport ; it 

only brought them back to a level with. their fellow ſubjects 
at large, in a few certain points of religious toleration and 
ſecurity of poſſe ions, whilft in a variety of other inſtances 
they. bevy in a ſituation much inferior to them with re- 

{pect to pri es bf religion, profit, power, and honours: 

Earl of 455 ure followed the Marquis upon the ſame . ,- 
grounds, wiſhing that reſtraints firnilar to thoſe now abaut Shelburne. 
do be repealed, had not reduced three-fourths of the people 
of: lrelandt o a ſtate of wtetchedneſs, tending equally to ali- 
ene, their aſſctioms from this government, and to prevent an 
inſlux A wealth from that eolnery to this. He wifhed that 
on with a liberal toleration of re there ſhould be given to a 
ig- Wople, who had demeandd themſelves ſo well, 2 ſecurity 
nee a. free diſpoſal of. their” Property. 3 F urther nhan this — 

| wou 
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would. not venture to hint at or approve; and as the preſent 
bill did not go beyond chat, or indeed ſo far, he wiſhed it 
ſhould neither meet with oppoſition or delay. He went a lit- 
tle into the hiſtory” of the penal clauſes,” which che act was 
intended to repea} ; and obſerved, that when they were firſ 
* in Parliament nobody approved of them, yet no- 

y had ſpirit enough to oppoſe them. He adverted to the 
cafe of a Mr. Molony, a prieſt of the Roman Catholic perſua- 
hon, who had been appreheaded and brought to trial by the 
loweſt and moſt deſpicable of mankind, x common informing 
conſtable of the city of London. He was convicted of being a 
popiſh prieſt, and the court were reluctantly obliged to con- 
.demn him (ſhocking as the idea was) to perpetual impriſon- 
ment. His Lordſhip was then in office, and though every 
method was taken by the privy council to give a legal difcharge 
to the priſoner, neither the laws then-in force would allow of 
it, nor dared the King himſelf to grant him a pardon. He ff a1 
however with his colleagues in office, were ſo perfectly per- te: 
ſuaded of the impolicy and inhumanity of the law, that they ¶ tif 
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ventured to give him his liberty at every hazard. 
The bill was upon this read a ſecond time without further or 


Duke of The other order of the day to read the Toulon papers. The thc 
Richmoxd. elerk having read them, the Duke of Richmond ſaid that in el. 
ſpite of every difficulty which had been throww in the way 10 
obtain information, and open the eyes of the people to. the 7 
perilous fituation in which they ſtaod, he bad perſevered / in ſee 
dis duty, and was convinced he acted perfectly right in ſo doing. 
- Convinced of the inevitable ruin which muſt have enſued, 1 
the ſame dangerous mad career of politics been purſued, he endesa ch. 
voured to route the nation to a proper ſenſe of: ĩis real ſtat 1c 
both with in and without; and in the whole of what had been fh 
+ urged againſt this line of conduct, he was glad to fee it thigh cc 
day tefuted in the fulleſt manner, and that by an evidence n be 
7 les authentic and deciſive than the very papers now read Lo. 
The only femblance of argument reſarted to by the nobigQ17t] 
Lords in adminiſtration againſt agreeing to the reſolutions i bon 
moved in the committe on the ſtate of the nation, was ſnonii ccc 
this: “ We, ſaid che noble Lords, agreed with you, that then 
propoſitions now made are incontrovertible z are truiims; bus t 
ve do not v iſh to give them a parliamentary ſanction, leſt vel! 
ſhould expoſe our internal weakneſs, and thereby invite ov ho 
rivals to break with, or attack us“ What'do the preſent pa ben 
pers prove f That miniſters had in general à full and correſticſi lav 
- Cunt of what was going forwafd in the French ports. x 


' rife 9 3 ther 
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there one of, your Lordſhips, who can entertain a doubt, that 
France, was not only well acquainted with the mutilated, im- 
perfect information which, came before this Houſe, but was 
thorqughly informed, of what was then held bac. 
. 2 obſerved, that early in the month of January, 
ue regularly thenceforward to the laſt date, accounts had 
been tranſmitted to the office of the noble Viſcount over the 
way [Weymouth] and latterly to the department for execu- 
ting the office of Lord High Admiral; at the head of which 
the noble Earl in his eye preſided [Lord Sandwich] of the ar- 
maments going on in the months of December at the port of 
Toulon. This information was full, uniform, and frequent, 
till the laſt ten days; and yet the noble Earl took no deciſive 
ſtep, or made any preparation whatever, to defeat the inten- 
tions of the French court. | | 
It had been regularly the mode adopted on the approach of 


war with France and Spain, more particularly ſince Gibral- 


ter and Minorca formed a part of the dominions of the Bri- 
tih crown, to diſpatch, a fleet into the Mediterranean, and 
the reaſon was obvious; becauſe the ſtrength of either one, 
or both, of thoſe powers was divided by nature, The Gut of 
Gibralter formed this natural barrier. In the event of a war, 
therefore, it was always the policy of this country to avail it- 
elf of the poſſeſſion of the fortreſs of Gibraltar, by ſtation- 
ws a ſquadron there, to prevent a junction of the naval force 
1 France in the Mediterranean, in the firſt inſtance, with its 
leet in the Weſtern ſea. The ſame conduct applied when 
Fance and Spain were united, or were expected to unite. 
Before he preceeded further, he would be glad to know 
hat was the reaſon that the information of the ſtate of the 
Toulon fleet, which was ſo full, and in general correct. 
hould. have ſtopped ſhort for the laſt ten days, previous to the 
count of its ſailing, which appeared by the papers not to 
de known here till the 29th of April? He would aſſure their 
Lordſhips, that it was publicly in the ſtreets of Paris, on the 
17th of April, that the Toulon fleet had ſailed on the 13th; 
dow then came it to paſs that adminiſtration had no certain 
ccount to the 29th; at ſooneſt till the 27th ? a ſpace of full 
tn days, in which time a man might have hopp.ed from Pa- 
is to London. His Grace allowed, that the fact might be 
well known to adminiſtration ; but that they might not haye 
hought it prudent to detach ; if the latter was the caſe, 
then the ſituation of this country was truly deplorable. Our 


tavy, when upon the former occaſions an attack from France 


theſe iſlands was ſaid to be poſſible, if not probable ; was 
Voi, IX. "GS - affirmed 
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the nation by his head, of aſſuring it that he would always if r 
f 


unaccompanied to his ſtation, at the very eve of a war; an 
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affirmed to be our only ſure defence, our national bulwark , 
it was added emphatically by the noble Earl at the head of 
the admiralty, that it was the duty; and that no man was 
fit to preſide at that board, who was not able at all times to 
have fleets ſuperior to any that France and Spain united ſhould 
be able to bring againſt us, Taking this public declaration 
on one band, and oppoſing it with the inability to detach, f 
from our home defence, would reduce the perſon who made 


this confident aſſertion to the dilemma of being accountable to 


S <6 „% + 


Toulon fleet. 5 
Fis Grace obſerved, from the papers on the table, that fe 
there were 16 men of war of the line at Toulon, or had ſailed MI vi 
from thence; 25 at Breſt, and 23 at Cadiz, Without, there-Miſſ m 
fore, taking into account what might be in the French and 
Spaniſh Weſt- Indies, or at home in other ports, he was fair- 
Iy juftihed in affirming, that the naval force at ſea, or fit for 
it, belonging to France and Spain, conſiſted of ſixty- four or 
ſixty- five men of war of the line, with a proportionable num 
ber of frigates. What had Great-Britain to this ? Twenty 
men of war of the line under Admiral Keppel, eleven of 
which he ſaw leave St. Helen's, under Admiral Parker; one 
of which failed under Admiral Montagu for Newfoundland 
and another for the Weſt- Indies; in all thirty three,” He 
could not help obſerving, however, the very humiliating ap 
pearance it had, io fee a vice-admiral of the red-ſquadro 


another admiral obliged to go in the ſame manner; nor at tb end 
Tame time of li menting the fate of this country, which wa tho 
reduced to running the hazard of truſting its flags aboard ſinWrecd 


gle ſhips; and of courte, in the event of hoſtilities, ſub Aer 


jected to the probability of capture. Taking this account .d in 
be as he had ſtated it, his Grace obſerved, in cafe of 2 his 


union of the naval force of France 2d Spain, it would apW1n th 
_ pear, that the whole of our fleet fit for ſervice would be founꝗ vas 
to 2mcunt to thirty-three ſhips ; while it was acknowledged wen 
' that the navy of France and Spain amounted to ſixty- four o 
Aixty=five, He was as ready as any of their Lordfhips, ! 
teſtiſy to the ſuperior bravery and (ill of the Britiſh ſcamen 

but be would be foity to impoſe upon others, or ſuffer bim 


{el 


ſelf to be impoſed upon ſo groſly as to believe that with ſuch 
z manifeſt diſparity on our part, we ſhould be ever able to meet 
qur enemies with any proſpect of ſucceſs. Such an expec- 
tation was equally prepoſterous, improbable, and abſurd; and 
he was the beſt friend to his country who endeavoured to 
point out at once the fallacy and danger of ſuch vain, idle, 
and ill- founded ſuppoſitions. 

The noble Earl would probably ſay, though we were able 
and willing to detach, that it was impracticable on account 
of contrary winds. He begged, therefore, to meet whatever 
might be attempted to be built on this circumſtance : he could 
ſpeak from his own knowledge, that at the time it was faid 
the fleet was detained by contrary winds from failing, that the 
Victory came round from Chatham, and that two men of war 
of the line had ſeparately ſailed from Portſmouth harbour for 
Plymouth. Why not then ſend the eleven? The fact, he 
believed, and he underſtood it to be ſuch, that no part of the 
fleet had its ſtores on board, to proceed upon any diſtant ſer- 
vice, which his Grace ſaid, was totally inexcuſable, and the 


miniſters and firſt commiſſioner of the admiralty muſt have 


known ſome weeks before, if any ſuch detachment could 
be ſpared, that the papers on the table pointed out the neceſ- 
ity of being every way prepared either for a ſhort or long 
voyage. | i 
His Grace ſaid he muſt advert to the vauntings and boaſt- 


ings of the noble Earl [Sandwich] early in the preſent ſeflion, 


when a noble Earl [Chatham] now no more, and whoſe loſs 
muſt be deſervedly regretted by every lover of his country, 
told him, that we had not twenty ſhips of the line, fit for ac- 
tual fervice ; the noble Earl at the head of the admiralty an- 
ſwered, that we had thirty- five ready to; proceed to ſea at a 
day's notice, and ſeven at a fortnight ; yet it had now come 
out, that the whole number, allowing for odd ſhips, at the 
end of ſix months, did not exceed that number; and that 
thoſe in any ſtate of forwardneſs or preparation did not ex- 
ſeed the other ſeven ; ſo that the whole of the noble Earl's 
aſertions amounted exactly in May to what they were meant 
to import in the preceding November; from which he drew 
this inference, that conſidering the different means uſed with- 
in the ſix months now. alluded to, the deceaſcd noble Earl 
was fully juſtified in his affertion, that we had not above 
twenty ſhips of the line fit for actual fervice in the month of 
November at a day's notice. 
The noble Earl had but one anſwer, and that one he had 
once already given, to defend his breach of promiſe to the 
. „„ nation; 


Us 


* 
* 
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Earl of 


Sandwich.) him in his abſence, at the time the preſent papers were moved 


I cif from the perſonal charges made by the nobie 
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nation; and which, by the bye, if true, he ſhould have had 
the modeſty to conceal ; that was, that ſeamen could not be 
procured on account of the loſs of the ſupply we always 
procured in time of war from America. The noble Earl 
ſhould have foreſeen this eventual defalcation, or he was not 


worthy of the high poſt he occupied. He ſhould have al- 
lowed for this loſs, have provided againſt it, or ſhaped his 


meaſures accordingly, He knew, Jong before his late boaſt- 
5 


ings, that that ſupply would be cut off; conſequently he had 
no right to count on it, or took credit for the preſent, thoug 
he knew it was a falſe one. His Grace concluded with mo 
ving, That it appears to this Houſe that his Majeſty's mi 
niſters did receive intelligence at different times in the months 
of January, February, March, and April laſt, of the equip- 
ment of the Toulon fleet, which failed under the command 
1 the Count d'Ettaing on the 13th of the ſaid laſt month o 
pril.“ | 


Earl of Sandwich ſaid he lamented the charges made againſt 


for ; and the noble Duke had alluded to ſomething whic 
fell from a noble Viſcount high in office [ Weymouth] tend- 
ing to acknowledge, that it would not be prudent to detach, 
He did not mean at preſent to trouble their Lordſhips on that 
part of the ſubject ; but juſt to remind them, that the queſ 
tion of detaching or not detaching was not before the Houſe; 
becauſe, to enable the Houſe to decide upon ſo important anc 
delicate a queſtion, the force, intentions, and diſpoſition o 
gur enemies ſhould be known; which, would be ſubjects ex 
, tremely improper to be diſcuſſed in that aſſembly, 
He was perſuaded how little entitled a perſon of ſo trifling 

. Conſequence as himſelf was to call for their Lordſhips' atten 
tion; he, nevertheleſs, truſted to their Lordſhips* cancour 
that they would indulge him with an opportunity to excul 


uke. 1 
As to the general cenſure thrown upon the conduct of 
naval affairs, and pointed perſonally to him, he begged leave 
to differ from the noble Duke in the application. He was ne 
more anſwerable than any other individual in adminiſtration; 
if the meaſures, were wiſely planned, he was entitled to ſhare 
the credit; if otherwiſe, to ſhare the blame, If, on the 
other band, the meaſures committed to his charge had been 

_ faithfully executed, as far as lay in his power, he muſt ſtand 
fully juſtified to the public. So far he was liable to anſwer 
and no more. The noble Duke had lamented, that the 4d 
= | VICk 


whole number fit for ſea was neither twenty-five nor forty- 
43 | 8 two, 
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yice of him and his friends was not attended to; the truth 
was, that France had been, for the two or three laſt years, 
acting a moſt inſidious part; and had done us more miſchief 
than if ſhe had actually declared againſt us! 
As to the aſſertion made by the noble Duke, of what had 
fallen from him on a former occaſion, he knew it was not 
regular, either to mention words uſed in a former debate, or 
to reply to them when mentioned, But he ſhould wave the 
point of form, in order to ſhew to his Grace, that he did 
not wiſh to evade the charge. He would, therefore, for the 
fake of appearances, conſider the words now alluded to, as 
urged in an adjourned debate. The words imputed to him 
were, that he ſaid, that the perſon who held the office of 
firſt commiſſioner of the admiralty ought no longer to hold 
it than while he had a fleet, on every occaſion, equal to any 
that France and Spain could bring againſt us.” He obſerved, 
that the noble Duke, misſtated or miſrepreſented his words. 
He never ſaid any thing like it; what he ſaid was, „that he 
thought adminiſtration ought, at all times, to have a fleet at 
home ſunerior to France and Spain.” If we had not ſuch a 
fleet, which he by no means agreed to, he certainly would 
be liable to his ſhare of the blame, as an individual compoſing 
that adminiſtration ; but not in the character of Firſt Lord of 
the admiralty. 

The noble Duke had made another charge, which he 
thought himſelf bound to reply to, which was by implication, 


ſuppoſing that what had fallen from him in a former debate, 


in anſwer to a noble ſtateſman, now no more Lord Chatham] 
who inſiſted in November laſt, that we had not twenty ſhij 
of the line ready for actual ſervice, could not be true; that 


we had thirty-five ſhips of the line ready for ſea, and ſeven 


more in great forwardneſs, the crews being more than half 
formed ; and the proof on which the noble Duke reſts his 
charge is, that we have not now more than that number, If 


the noble Duke's proof fails him, his argument is at an end, 
His Lordſhip ſaid, there were twenty-one;under Admiral Kep- 


pel ; fifteen gone to Plymouth; the Mars, fince that time, 
was condemned; another was burnt to the water's edge; twa 


were at Plymouth; two more had part of their crews ſhip- 


ped on board of the grand fleet ; the Terrible, Sir Richard 


Bickerton commander, had 240 ſick a- board, and was there- 


fore at preſent, unfit for ſea; two others were cruifing ; one 


paid off; one ſailed to the Eaſt-Indies, and two came into 


dock, in order to undergo a ſlight repair; fo that the 
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two, but forty-nine: of courſe the admiralty was not quite 
idle, from November till May; nor was it any proof now, that 


becauſe we had forty- nine ſhips of the line, moſt of them fit fo 
actual ſervice, that we had not twenty, or more than twenty i 
November, It might be ſaid, that although we had forty-nine, 
it was not equal to the combined fleets of France and Spain; 
on this he could only obſerve, that it was not certain that 
Spain. would join France; or if ſhe did, could any one ſay 
what ſtate the force thus united was in? Friendly aſſurances 
from the court of Madrid were received: but even ſuppo- 
ſing the wort ; beſides the forty-nine ſhips laſt mentioned, 
ten more had been put in commiſſion for a conſiderable time, 
and were completing their crews, which amounted to fifty- 
nine: ſeveral more ſhips were ready to take crews aboard; 
and if ſeamen could be procured, he had no dread of his be- 
ing able to procure ſhips enough for their reception ; add to 
this, that there were nine ſhips of the line more now in Ame- 
rica, or on their reſpective ſtations in the Weſt-Indies. 
The noble Duke feemed to lay great ſtreſs on our negle& 
in permitting France to collect fo formidable a naval force: 
beſides one reaſon already affigned [their perfidiouſneſs, ] he 
wiſhed the noble Duke would recollect, that France, for the 
laſt three years, had, contrary to its conſtant policy hereto- 
fore, directed its chief attention to its marine; and had, by 
that means, put it on its preſent reſpectable footing, But 
even ſtil}, if ſeamen could be had, there was very little to be 
dreaded from their naval -power. The noble Duke, he ob- 
ſerved, lived in an extenſive maritime country, where it 
might be preſumed, he had great influence, The moſt eſ- 
ſential ſervice he thought, at this- conjecture, when he had 
every reaſon to believe a war to be inevetable, would be, for 


his Grace to exert himſelf, and ſupport the naval officers in 


their endeavours to procure ſeamen, The noble Duke was 

Lord Lieutenant of that county ; and therefore required no 

aid from government, in order to ſtrengthen his hands. 
The noble Duke ſays, if we are able to detach a fleet, it 


ſhould have been ſent to Gibralter to watch the Cut, and 


prevent a junction of the Freneh and Spaniſh, or French 


or Spaniſh fleets from the Mediterranean to the ocean: and 


the reaſon aſſigned by him is, that it was the conſtant prac- 
tice, in former times. If his Grace reſts his argument there, 
he is moſt certainly miſtaken; for it was not even ſo at the 
approach of the late ſucceſsful war. We did not ſend a ſqua- 
dron there, though hoſtilities had commenced at ſea for ſome 
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af His Lordſhip concluded with obſerving, that he wiſhed 
fore queſtion ſhould be negatived, tho? he looked upon himſelf 

in pevented, from his fituation, and the perſonal applications 

e, from doing 1 

1.0 The Duke of Richmond replied, that the noble Far! took a Duke of 
arfWrſponſibility on himſelf, when he aſſured the Houſe, that it Richmond. 
ay Wl vas the duty of the firſt commiſſioner of the admiralty to 

es have a fleet at all times ſuperior to the combined force of 

o- france and Spain. The noble Earl had contradicted that aſ- 

d, MW fercion. To preſerve parliamentary decorum, all he could 


hy was to appeal to their Lordſhips, whether ſuch an expreſ- 
hon as that imputed to the noble Lord, had not more than 
once come from him. But, in his Lordſhip's defence, he 
perceived he had blended another matter, by way of juſtifi- 
tation, which to all ſubſtantial purpoſes confirmed what was 
imputed to him, as if he had acknowledged what he now 
þ earneſtly denied. —Says the noble Earl, I am not indi- 
idually reſponſible ; I have acted in concert with others, 
and am willing to ſhare the blame, in common with the reſt 
of his A confidential ſervantss Now, how does the 
taſe ſtand? The noble Earl himſelf acknowledges, that ad- 
miniſtration ought at all times to have a ſuperior naval force 
by WW to that of France and Spain; he allows we have not ſuch a 
ut force ; he conſequently confeſſes that adminiſtration are cul- 
be WY pzble ; and being ſo, according to his own explanation, makes 
- himſelf reſponſible for a neglect of duty to his Sovereign and 
it bis country, and for every conſequence which may follow his 
- erglect or incapacity. But, independent of this circum- 
d lance, he has not been leſs induſtrious to convict himſelf in 
or bis official capacity. A ſuperiority at ſea, he grants, ought to 
in be maintained; that ſuperiority has not. been maintained; 
as Wl why then remain in an office, to execute miniſterially, when 
jo he muſt know that thoſe who have acted with him have failed 
| Wot their firſt duty, that of having a ſuperior fleet to any that 
it France and Spain can bring againſt us? 
d As to his Lordſhip's anſwer to the ſtate of the navy, in 
November, by giving a liſt upon paper of forty-nine ſhips of 
d the line, in his opinion it only ſerved to confirm the aſſer- 
- WH tion of the deceaſed noble Ear! ; for, with all his Lordſhip's 
„ ingenuity, the total, after deducting the ſhips condemned, 
e burnt, diſabled, repairing, ſtripped of part of their crews 
vo be put on board others, &c. did not amount, on the 20th 
e inſtant, to more than about thirty-five or thirty-ſeven ſhips 
of the line, ready. to proceed to fea, at a day's notice, and 
is Wl ſeven. in & fortnight, He. defied the noble Earl to contradict 
: him. 
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him. If ſo, then it was a fair, it was an inevitable concluſion 
from the premiſes, to ſay, that either the ſtate of the fleet in 
November was fallacious, or that the noble Earl, with the ald 
of a {ix months preſs, during the two laſt of which it was car- 
ried on with all imaginable vigour, had been idle, had done 
Nothing, or next to nothing ; though, from the evidence now 
on the table, he was fully apprized for the greater part of the 
time, that France was arming, and preparing to ſtrike a blow 
againſt this kingdom, or ſome of its dependencies. 

As to what had been recommended to him, in order to aſ- 
Iift in procuring ſeamen, which the noble Lord acknowledged 
were ſo much wanting, he was ready to do every thing in kh 
power. Hediſliked the mode of manning our navy by a preſs; 
but neceſſity, grounded on the preſervation of the ſtate when 
It exiſted, ſuperſeded all other conſideration, The time was 
now come when we muſt contend for the very exiſtence of 
this country as a free ſtate, He diſapproved of a preſs, when 
the purpoſe it was intended to ſerve was the enſlaving our bie- 
thren in America ; but as ſoon as the French miniſter, by 
drawing the maſk aſide, had declared the intentions of his 
court, he began to entertain very different ſentiments ; and as 
a proof that he did fo, he appealed to the noble Earl, who as a 
miniſter, muſt know, that he offered his ſervices, and engaged g 
to raiſe a regiment ; ſtipulating no other condition, but that 
he might be permitted to ſerve as a profeſſional man, without th: 
pay or any ſpecies of emolument whatever. It was not thought 
Proper to accept of this tender ; but his duty to his country 
nevertheleſs pointed out to him to advance its intereſts to the 
utmoſt of his ability, without waiting to do it in the manner 
moſt agreeable to him 
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Lordſhips will eaſily believe it muſt be a very ſtrong impulſe I 4. 
of the duty I owe my King and country, that could induceſ ob 
me to appear before your Lordſhips lame as I am, and intrude 


on thoſe deliberations which this country now ſo much ftands 4 
in need of. I aſſure your Lordſhips that all the bodily pains I ha 
have gone through, ever ſince I had the honour of being laſt in be 
this Houſe, great as they were, were not equal to that which tp, 
] felt in my mind, at being deprived, in ſo critical and dange-M cie 
rous a moment, of giving every aid and aſſiſtance in my powef hi 
in my different capacities, to endeayour to extricate this coun-W 
try from the deplorable ſtate it is reduced to, through the fata K 1 
counſels of thoſe who have been intrufted with the affairs ol of 
this kingdom : and though, my Lords, it may appear like 


preſumption in me to flatter myſelf that any thing J can offs 
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to your Lordſhips here would have the leaſt weight; or that 1 
can be weak or vain enough 'to think that my opinion would 
influence a fingle vote this day : yet, my Lords, permit me to 
fay, in the ſituation of things now, 1 look for little more than 
that ſatis faction J ever have in doing my duty to my King and 
country, and declaring my opinion.in this open and 1 * 
refted manner, that I wiſh every man in the kingdom would 
do with as little view to their private intereſt, connections and 
ambition, as I have ever done, and will ever do, ſince all I 
ſeek, is the good opinion of my country : and I am ſure the 
noble Duke who has this day-made this motion, has ſet us a 
good example, by his indefatigable labour and perſeverance, 
for the good of his country, which muſt juſtly entitle him to 
the admiration and love of every one. | 

My Lords, the noble Duke has ſo fully expatiated on the 
two principal heads of his motion, which are, firſt, to prove 
the intelligence received regularly ever ſince the 3d of Janu- 
ay, 1778, of the fitting of the Toulon ſquadron, till the x 3th 
of April laſt, of their failing ; and our never taking any ſteps 
to prevent their ſailing, by having a ſquadron at Gibraltar, ct 
ever ſending orders for any to ſail till the 20th of this month. 

Secondly, by ſuch omiſſion, our having effectually deprived 
the colonies of any ſecurity from that ſquadron, left our trade 
and even our own coafts, expoſed to the inſults and attacks of 
that ſquadron. „ 
And, my Lords, what has ſallen from the noble Lord at 
the head of the admiralty, in oppoſition to thefe motions, be- 
ing, in my opinion, ſtill ſtronger arguments for the reſolutions 
moved for, I muſt obſerve to your Lordſhips, that it is noto- 
rious, though we have been near twenty months preparing for 
a war with France, that, till within theſe ſix weeks, we 
have never had a ſhip make any attempt to look into Breſt, to 
obſerve what that fleet was about; till the Bienfaiſant the 
other day was ordered ; but whom the French never ſuffered 
to approach the port. Nor can I learn that we have ever 
had a ſhip or frigate look into Toulon, although that fleet has 
been fitting ever ſince November 1777; and that it is certain 


that any ſhip by ſtanding into the ſhore, between Cape Sci- 


cie and the Cape Sepet, may know as well what the French 
ſhips are about in the road of Toulon, as you may from the 
walls of Portſmouth, what they are doing at Spithead ; and 


it is notorious, that part of the French fleet were in the road 


of Toulon ever ſince January; and- between that time and 


the 13th of April, that they ſailed, you have had no ſhips to- 


watch them; and ſurely, my Lords, bad our fleet been in the 
ot. IX. H h h | boaſted 
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boaſted ſituation we have heard, and that there had been even 
35 ſail of the line ready for immediate ſervice in March laſt, 
as the noble Lord at the head of the ad miralty declared there 
were, why were not twelve or fourteen ſhips diſpatched to the 
Mediterranean, which muſt have effectually prevented the 
Toulon fleet from paſſing the Streights ; and I believe, would 
have effectuaily prevented their moving from Toulon. No, 
my Lords, the French fleet would never have ſtirred, nor would 
any ſquadron have attempted to have gone into the Streights, 
-whilſt ours were lying at Gibraltar, or in the Streight's 
mouth, As certainly, had any ſhips failed from Breſt, you 
might then have ſpared others to follow thoſe, and join your 
own, providing you had ſhips off Breſt, to watch their mo- 
tions alſo, Your Lordſhips muſt all remember, that Admi- 
ral Oſborn, in 1759, kept the French fleet a whole winter 
from paſting the Streights, by his diligence in cruizing for 
ever in an eaſterly wind: and though that ſince was fatal to 
bis life, yet it not only kept the French from ſailing, but he 
took three of their ſhips, by which he ruined that intended 
expedition, and * the reſt to return to Toulon, having 
locked them up for ſome time in Carthagena. I was one of 
that ſquadron, and cannot think any of your Lordſhips can 
have forgot that memorable ſervice, except the noble Lord, 
who might have profited by the example, and by ſending a 
ſquadron to the Mediterranean, have faved himſelf the ſhame 
which I think the ignorance of the preſent ſituation of the Tou- 
Jon fleet now covers him with; as alſo, the cenſures, to ſay 
no more, with which his fellow- ſubjects muſt for ever load 
him, ſhould any blow be given by that fleet: nor will any pro- 
vidential impediment, which may occur to prevent that ſqua- 
dron as yet from acting, diſculpate his Lordſhip and his bre- 
thren : their inactivity, after the wanton profuſion of the pu- 
blic money, remains the ſame, and renders them equally cen- 
ſurable, equally culpable. | | 
The noble Lord told us, in March, he had ninety frigates, 


to replace thoſe with Lord Howe, if any were wanted; if ſo, 


why were not two or three ſent off Toulon, two or three off 
Breſt, and one to attend the mations, at a diſtance, of the ene- 
my's fleet when failed, by which. you might have had almoſt 


a certainty, of their deſtination. At preſent you know not 


where they are : they are on the coaſt of Barbary ; they are 
off Minorca ; to-day they are returned to Toulon ; in ſhort, 
they are in a fog, in the clouds. Is this. ignorance. to be 
borne, my. Lords ? My, Lords, if we had not frigates, 


at leaſt I would have had ſome light veſſel hired, if only a clean 
| x . tartan, 
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urtan, to have kept them company till they paſſed the 
freights ;- there was time ſufficient to have had that exe- 
cuted. ä | 

My Lords, it turns out there were no frigates fit for ſer- 
nce, Why not ſend one of the lighteſt line of battle ſhips, 
or two, for that important ſervice, inftead of keeping them 
cruizing at a great diſtance from the Channel, where they 
cou}d neither protect our coaſts from inſults of the American 
nivateers 3 nor could they protect our trade, or even be a 
match over the motions of the enemy's fleets in any part. 
zo much, my Lords, for the wiſe conduct and diftribution of 
thoſe few ſhips fit for ſcrvice, which I am poſitive, till within 
theſe eight weeks did not ſurpaſs twenty-two ſail of the line 
here in England: but inſtead of this, my Lords, the ſervices of 
wery kind were to be neglected and poſtponed, and even the 
rade delayed with their convoys, till the firſt Lord of the ad- 
niralty could ſhew his Majeſty this boaſted fleet ; and for 
that purpoſe rendezvouſed them at Spithead, where they 
wght at this time never to have been collected; but the Ply- 
nouth ſhips ſhould have remained either there or at Torbay, 
rady for immediate ſervice - inſtead of which, they are 
brought all to Spithead, where there was neither beer nor wa- 
er ſufficient for ſuch a number, and locked up afterwards, as 
your Lordſhips ſee, by the weſterly winds, 

Your Lordſhips will remember this fleet has been fitting 
ince November 1776; your Lordſhips will remember that it 
ws March 1778, that the firſt Lord of the admiralty told us 
ie had then thirty-five ſail of the line ready for ſervice ; and 
your Lordſhips will pleaſe to remember, that from the year 
1771, we have always had twenty fail of guardſhips of the line, 
which his Lordſhip always boaſted were ſhips fit for ſervice, 
not hulks, uſeleſs as they were left to him; and thar, after all 
this, and with drawing from every ſervice every ſhip that 
could be collected, and ſtraining every nerve, there could on- 
y be thirty-one ſhips of the line produced to his Majeſty. 
My Lords, 1am happy that his Majeſty has been pleaſed to 
honour his fleet with his royal preſence : no man can reſpect 
or love his Sovereign more than I do; but I cannot ſay that 
was the moment to have choſen, to have collected the fleet, 
o have ſhewn his Majeſty, by which means every thing muſt 
te poſtponed, and every ſervice of the ſtate neglected; and 
for what? Only to ſhew his Majeſty thirty-one ſhips ; the 
poor remains of once ſo great a fleet | Nor was his Majeſty 
told how theſe were fitted and manned ; that even two of the 
apital ſhips of that ſquadron, intended for the two ſenior 
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„were only tolerably manned a few days (three or four) 
betore his Majeſty's arrival, The Prince George, Admiral 
Keppel's ſhip, having had near 300 men changed; and the 
Queen, Admiral Harland's, between one and two hundred ya- 
gabonds exchanged for as many picked men; and where could 
theſe men have been ſo picked, had not other ſhips been diſ- 
mantled for them ? the Reſolution, Burford and Centaur, and 
two admirals juſt returned from a three years ſtation each, 
whoſe men where alſo taken, I mean Admiral Gayton, from 
his Jamaica ſtation, and Admiral Mann from the Mediterra- 
nean. Theſe are facts known to the whole fleet; excluſive of 
this, there is not a ſeventy- four gun ſhip which does not go out 
with fifty ſeamen leſs than her war complement, My Lords, is 
this being manned fit for action? Is this being fitted after two T 
years preparation ? But, my Lords, many and many admi- 
rals and captains have complained to me of this reduction in 
time of war. His Lordſhip will perhaps tell us many have ap- 
proved of it to him. No wonder they have ſo; they know- 
ing the noble Lord's method of acquiring approbation. I de- 
fire no ſuch, I have nothing at heart but the good opinion o 
my country, and to ſerve it whenever my health will let me. 


But, my Lords, to return to the principal point of this de- th 
bate : I ſay again, if this fleet had been thirty-five ſail of the re 
line, well fitted and manned, with other ſhips which I muſt ſup-ſ h: 
pole were preparing to receive men, what is the reaſon that 1 co 
or 14 fail of the line could not have been detached for this M 


molt eſjential ſervice of all, that of preventing the Toulon m 
fleet paſſing the Streights, and attempting a junction with the (at 
Breſt fleet, or any other ſervice they were intended for? They n⸗ 
muſt know that they could have had ſhips in time to replace th 
that ſmall number on any emergency, had they taken the pro- {el 
per methods for manning them; but, upon my word, my de 
Lords, there ſeems to me to have been a total negle& of every 

thing, except making a parade of theſe few ſhips to the pu- ca 
blic, merely to endeavour to delude people, as if what fell a 
from me and a noble Duke in my eye, ſome time early in this to 
ſeſſion, had not been founded; but unluckily for his Lord th: 
ſhip, the ſtate of that fleet, and their in ſignificant numbers 
compared to what they ought to be, has proved every ſyllable ha 
I pronounced relative to them, My Lords, your Lordthip me 


will all do me the juſtice to recolle& that when I was upon the 

this ſubject, when. the ſtate of the navy was debated, I told bu 

your Lordſhips that I would not then enter more minute mz 

into the detail of the navy, which I could have done, becauſq m- 

a noble Lord high in office, had told us we were at the eve of rin 
a War. 
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a war, My Lords, there is no ſuch reſtraint on menow. The 
noble Lord has exhibited the ſtate of the navy to be indeed a 
moſt melancholy one, ſince all he could produce was thirty- 
one ſhips. When, give me leave to tell your Lordſhips, that 
when Lord Hawke left the admiralty, I ſoon after came to that 
board, and being very minute in every daily occurrence, took 
an exact liſt of the navy, as they were in the year 1771, when 
they ſtood thus: 
81 ſhips of the line fit for ſervice. 
14 building, 
12 repairing. 
7 bought of the foreign ſhips. 
This makes 114 of the line. 

32 were in a doubtful ſtate, and thoſe 1 


— looked upon as loſt. 
146 
40 or thereabouts have been ſince ſold and 
— broken up. 


So that 106 ſhips of the line were remaining. 

Many, it is to be ſuppoſed, have been built ſince 1971 ; 
the noble Lord has had 3,500,000l. and more for building, 
repairs, &c, and yet, my Lords, what | he now confeſſes he 
has but forty-nine ſhips in all fitting for ſervice, when all is 
collected in England ! Is this poſſible ? Is it to be borne ? 
What is become of the ſhips then ? or what is become of the 
money ? But we have neither the one nor the other, nor any 
ſatisfaction to the public for either. My Lords, here is the 
navy lift in my hand, by the board's authority, for May 1771, 
they ſtood thus: 139 ſhips of the line; and of frigates, veſ- 
ſels, yachts, &c. 243; in all 382. A prodigious navy in- 
deed-=--all dwindled to nothing. | 

My Lords, pardon me if I am warm upon this ſubject; I 
cannot help it. When I ſee my country ſo uſed, and it is in 
a department that forty-three years ſervice ſurely entitles me 
to know full as much of, at leaſt, as the noble Lord now at 
the head of the admiralty can. 

But, my Lords, *tis ſaid there are ſhips, if men could be 
had. Great God! What language, to be held here! No 
men !---[ ſay there are. men, if proper means were uſed to get 
them, and a proper diſtribution made of them when got : 
but, alas ! there is no. knowledge in any thing done. Bur, 


my Lords, if they want men immediately, why don't they 


make ſeamen of all their marines, and put the officers of ma- 
tines on ſhore, to recruit; they will ſooner and more eaſily 
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a body of ſeamen, 
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get men by recruiting for new marines, than you can get ſuch 
Borrow two or three battalions of regu- 
lars for your fleet that is to be at home, for the preſent, you 
can always land them when wanted; and I remember that 
was the advice of all the great ſea officers in 1 49, when 
there was a ſcarcity to man the fleet. Sir John Norris, Sir 
Charles Wager, and others, were called to the cabinet on that 
queſtion, by that great miniſter Sir Robert Walpole ; and 
they gave that as their advice, and it was followed in part. 
But, my Lords, notwithſtanding all theſe errors, al! theſe 
negligences and ignorances, I am not one of thoſe who de- 
ſpond ; I truſt the time 'our enemies have as blunderingly 
given us, and the alarm the whole nation has now taken, we 
ſhall yet extricate ourſelves. I have not the leaſt doubt but if 
we are let to come to action, we ſhall beat the French, as we 
have ever done. I moſt heartily rejoice that the magnanimi- 
ty, judgment and goodneſs of his 3 has called forth 
that brave officer to command his fleet; I rely on his ſkill, 
bravery and conduct, if let to act, as I do in all the officers 
and men under him; and I will venture to ſay, his Majeſty 


could not, in all his kingdom, have a better man to command 


his fleet, either on\ſhore or afloat, than Admiral Keppel. 

My Lords, I am not one of thoſe either who think France 
will dare to make more than an appearance for a deſcent in 
England; that they may do, by way of endeavouring to di- 
vert our other operations; and | am perſuaded that had we 
miniſters capable of properly diſtributing and conducting the 
force ſtill left in this kingdom, that we ſhould yet be able to 
revive that former ſuperiority we had laſt war, and put a ſpee- 
dy end to all the threats and menaces of our enemies. But 
we muſt have a change of conduct indeed for this, and I ſee 
no ſuch : therefore, my Lorcs, I ſhall this day vote for the re- 
ſolutions moved for by the noble Duke, | 

Duke of Bolten ſaid, it was no longer a queſtion whether 
exceptions ſhould be made in favour of this or that man. 
When the ſalvation of the country depended upon it, every 
man's aſſiſtance was due; and if neceſſaxy, muſt be compelled. 
But ſuch a neceſſity could not have exiſted, but through. the 
groſs ignorance in maritime affairs, of which the noble Earl 
at the head of the 2dmiralty had exhibited ſuch repeated 
x roofs. Severity without effect; and indulgeuce without fa- 
vour. He ſpoke particularly of the abſurd conduct of the 
noble Earl at the time of the declaration of the French mi- 
niſter, which was lit:le ſhort of a declaration of war. How 


did the noble Lord act upon that occaſion? He ſuffered two 
. or 
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or three days to elapſe before he gave directions for a general 
preſs ; by which means the ſeamen had time to get out of 
the way; and when he did iſſue his orders, it amounted nearly 
to a total prohibition or ſuſpenſion of commerce; for it ſwept 
the crews off all the outward bound veſſels, by which our 
trade was greatly hurt; the admiralty board were obliged to 
relax upon repeated applications from the merchants ; thoſe 
who ſhould have been preſt got out of the way; and, in fine, 
the effect of the preſs was in a manner totally defeared ; for 
inſtead of procuring fix or eight thouſand men, which was 
the uſual number got at the eve of a war, he was well in- 
formed, that the firſt fortnight's preſs did not procure more 
than one thouſand able ſeamen, | 

His Grace dwelt a conſiderable time on the number of 
men that ſhould be aboard a 74, which, he ſaid; ſhould be 
bod. He moved, that an order of council made in the year 
1760, which eſtabliſhed the complement at that number, 

ſhould be read. To talk, therefore, of ſuch a number of 
ſhips being manned when their complements were not full, 

was idle and deluſive, and could only originate in intentional 

impoſition. He was extremely ſevere on the conduct of the 

noble Earl] at the head of the admiralty ; and attributed the 

preſent war, not to his counſels as a miniſter, but to his igno- 

nance and incapacity as an official man. | 


lefence was founded upon the teſtimoney of his own eyes, 
when he accompanied the noble Earl in one of his marine 
excurſions to the ſeveral dock-yards ; and on a converſation 
wich he had with one Wells a builder, who refuſed to have 
ny thing to do with the noble Earl; becauſe, ſaid the build- 
ft, his Lordſhip is ſo extremely hard in the contracts he 
makes with the builders, that they muſt loſe, were they to 
undertake them at his price, The noble Viſcount then 
moved the previous queſtion ; not, as he ingenuouſly owned, 
b negative the motion, but to poſtpone the further conſide- 
ation to a more fitting opportunity. "IF 


MMatever was the fate of this queſtion, his country's voice 
ould go with him. ; 


ad this day, for the firſt time, deen deſerted in the midſt of 
Is diſtreſs by his colleagues in office. He called upon ad- 
uniſtration to riſe and ſay, whether they had deſerted their 


; MDea- 


Earl Briſtal replied a few words, and ended with ſaying, El of 
ke would trouble their Lordſhips no more---he was ſatisfied, Hl. 


Duke of Richmond cloſed the debate. He ſaid, he felt Duke of 
ncerely for the noble Earl at the head of the admiralty, who Ric⁰ d. 
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Lord Dudley roſe, he ſaid, to defend the noble Earl. His Lord Dudley. 


— 


mity, he deſired their Lordſhips to look forward to their ow 


Duke of 
Richmond. L 


any fleet of obſervation to attend the motion of the fail 
Toulon fleet, and that no fleet did actually fail until the 20t 
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meaſures, as well as the noble Earl; or, knowing them to be 0 
no longer defenſible, upon any ground of reaſon or policy, s 
were determined to perſevere to the end, and hang by their 
laces, though national deſtruction ſhould be the ee 
17 the latter was the caſe, he hoped that the Houſe, whoſe 7 
confidence and fayour they had all along abuſed, would take 
the proper.notice, and interpret their filence into a tacit ac- n 
knowledgment of their total incapacity. If, on the otherffi 
hand, miniſters ſhould be ſilent, and be ſupported by a ma.” 
jority of that Houſe, the nation was loft, and their Lordſhips 
would be anſwerable to the public and poſterity for the con- 
ſequence. The forms of the conſtitution, and their Lord- 
ſhips aſſembling in that Houſe, was no better than a ſolemnM* 
mockery of the nation, The other Houſe were known to be 
at the devotion of the miniſter ; if, therefore, their Lord- 
ſhips had nothing to do, but to paſs the bills preſented by the 
other Houſe, and that no redreſs was to be had but from thoſe 
who were the authors of the public misfortunes, he ſaw no ſer 
vice parliament could be of. In ſuch a critical ſtate of affairs 
when every thing within and without portended public cala 


ſafety, and prevent thoſe miſchiefs which have ſo ofte 

followed the mal-adminiſtration of the government of thi 

country. | Lo, 

The Houſe called for the queſtion, and divided. For the 

previous queſtion 49, againſt it 34. 5 
The Duke of Richmond moved the following reſolutions WM 7 

which were loſt by the previous queſtion, without a diviſion 
That no orders were iſſued until the 29th of April laſt, for 


of this preſent month of May, when eleven ſail of the line [ 
left St. Helen's, NO i 

That if the naval ſtrength of this nation were in the re t 
ſpectable ſtate of ſuperiority in which it hath been repreſentec tay 
to this Houſe, his Majeſty's miniſters are blameable for no 4 
having, according to the conſtant practice of former times Dul 
and in fimilar circumſtances, ſtationed a ſtrong ſquadron | Der 
the Mediterranean, to obſerve the motion of the Toulon fleet ente 
and to prevent the junction of the marine forces of the houſf en 
of Bourbon from the ports in the ocean and Mediterranea tou 
fea, by which neglect the principal advantage to be deriveay" 1 
from the expenſive fortreſſes of Gibraltar and Port Mahon i por 
loft to this nation. 3 V 


4 | 5 I 


Lie, r 


That if the navy of Great Britain, after ſuch early and 
full notice of the preparations in the ports of France and 
Spain, given to this Houſe from the throne at the opening of 
this ſeſſion, and after the liberal grants of Parliament for 
many years allotted to this ſervice, be not in a condition to 
ſupport ſuch a decided ſuperiority as may enable us to make 
letachments without endangering our ſecurity at home; 


W thoſe invaluable out-lying poſſeſſions, on which the wealth 


amd glory of this nation depend, muſt be expoſed to the 
rreateſt perils, and even our internal ſafety be ultimately 
endangered, whereby a crime of the greateſt magnitude is 
imputable te the miniſters having betrayed a truſt of the 
greateſt moment, and which called the moſt _— for their 
mention, as the very firſt object of care to a Britiſh mi- 


uſter, | 
May 26, 27, and 28. 
No debates. Adjourned to June 1. 


une 1. 
No debate. 7 


| | n 2. 
Earl of Radnor obſerved the great inconvenience felt by Earl of 


he Houſe whenever the King came, in conſequence of the 
croud of ladies admitted, moved, | | 
* That his Majeſty's ſurveyor general, do take care and 
ave orders for erecting a gallery over the lobby door of this 
Houſe, and that he take notice thereof from this day.” 
Agreed to. SE. 
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Earl of Derby begged to know from ſome of the King's Earl of 


ſerrants what had been done in conſequence of the conven- 2%: 


tion at Saratoga, and why the army that ſurrendered there 
tad not arrived in England ? 


totice, he would have made himſelf maſter of the queſtion to 
laye been able to have ſpoke to it. | 

A converſation continued for a few minutes, in which the 
Dukes of Mancheſter and Richmond and Earls of Denbigh and 
Derby took a part; but the Houſe ſhewing an. carneſtneſs to 
enter upon the order of the day, the Earl who began the 
converfation, informed their Lordſhips, that he ſhould decline 
troubling them farther till that order was diſpoſed of. + 
The order of the day for the ſecond reading of the bill 
for ſettling an annuity on the deſcendants of the Earl of 

Vor. IK. | „ Chatham 


Lord Meymouth declared himſelf incompetent to anſwer; Lord He- 
but faid, if the noble Earl had given him a day's previous . 
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Chatham was accordingly moved, and being read a ſecond 
| time, and moved to be committed, 
| Duke of The Duke of Chandss ſaid, he was compelled, by his 
lands. duty as a member of that Houle, and from a regard to his 
country, to oppole the paffing of the bill. His objection, 
| he faid, would not be direct againſt the principle of providing 
| for the family of the decealed Earl, but againſt the duration 
of the . i 
His Grace ſaid, the ground of ohjection, was the inabi- 
lity of this country to encreaſe the additional burthens un- 
der which it now labours; the immenſe national debt; the 
great intereſt paid to the public annuitants; the proſpect, 
nay, almoſt certainty, of a foreign war; all theſe, he taid, 
furniſhed the moſt cogent reaſons, and ſtrongeſt incentive to 
public co my. This was not a time to ſcatter the nati- 
onal treaſure with a profuſe or careleſs hand. If the bill had Ml o 
| made a proviſion for tae preſent noble Earl and his deicend- WM in 
ants, he ſhould not, probably, have oppoſed it; but it was re 
framed ſo, as to give the family a perpetuity of 40ocol. fer 
annum, Grants in perpetuity were, he ſaid, taxes in perpe- 
| tnity on the ſubject; and ought therefore to be cautiouſly 
and rarely ratified by Parliament. The people were already 
| taxed very heavily, and from the preſent ſituation of public 
affairs, the exigencies of ſtate might make it neceſſary to 
impoſe additional burthens, on which ſpecial conſideration, 
| it behoved their Lordthips, as the guardians of the ſtate and 
nation, to Permit no new tax to be impoſed, unleſs warrant- 
ad by evident necefiity. | 7 
| He diſapproved of the bill on another account, that e 
recedent ; as it would open a door for applications of a ſimi- 
bt nature, from men in high ſtations ; from men greedy o 
emolument, who would be ready at all times, not to rate 
their ſervices at their true value, or their rewards accordin 
to the abilities of the Rate, but to their own inordinate de 
fires, and the means of gratifing them; or having the art of 
rendering themſelves popular, without perhaps a tythe of thc 
| decea xy Earls merit, might in an unguarded moment, pro 
| cure fimilar grants till the load of taxes ſo created would be 
come inſupportable. His Grace, in the courſe of his ſpeech 
Faid, that if the rule of rewarding men in perpetuiry ſhoul 
prevail, without diſparaging the ſervices of the deceafel 
Earl, there would be found ſeveral perſons now living al 
equal pretenſions. He could name more than one mas it 
that Houſe—one of them, a noble Lord, by whoie valoo 
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and {kill in his profeſſion, it was probable, their Lordſhips 
were in a capacity to deliberate and attend on the preſent 
occaſion 1 Hawke]. The commander of our forces, 
during the late war in Germany, had, beſides, performed 
wy ſignal ſervices for this country; yet neither of thoſe 
gallant commanders had annuities ſettled upon them in per- 
petuity. His Grace ſaid, he was not averſe to the principles 
of the bill, and only objected to the manner and the time, 
the granting a perpetual rent charge on the eve of a bloody 
and expenſive war: the firſt was an objection he woyld not 
give up; and if a perpetuity was inſiſted on, he would feel 
himſelf obliged to give the bill a direct negative. If, there- 
fore, the preſent bill ſhould paſs, the public finances muſt 
be loaded with additional burthens, which it was by no 
means in a ſtate to ſupport; or injuſtice muſt be done to thoſe 
of equal merit, but not ſo high in parliamentary favour. If, 
indeed, the recommendation had originated with the Sove- 
reign, 1t would have come properly, becauſe it might be 
properly reſtrained, By this reſervation, his Majeſty would 
have it in his power to reward proper objects, and keep the 
only precedent exiſting, that of the great Duke of Marlbo- 


rough, within its proper limitations.“ 
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Earl of Abingdon. I riſe, my Lords, to expreſs 2 real Earl of 


concern for the oppoſition that has been given to this bill: 
oppoſition not only ill- founded in itſelf, but, I fear, is not 
much to the honour of this Houſe. | ; 
I fay, my Lords, that this oppoſition is HI- founded; for 
after the Commons, who are the purſe-keepers of the nation, 


have thought fit unanimouily to apply the public money to 


— 


G 


* His Grace made ſeveral other obſervations, all which went 
ſubſtantialiy to the following ſeveral points; to put a negative to 


the bill, for he propoſed no amendment; to ſuggeſt the impropri- 


ety of making it perpetual, while his arguments were againſt the 
bill entiiely ; to ſheiy that the nation was not equal to make it 
perpetual, while he ſeemed to wiſh that the proviſion might be 
made as long as the title of Chatham continued in the deſcendants 
of the living Earl; to affert, that Lords Hawke, Amherſt, Prince 
Ferdinand of Brunſwick, and ſome others, had performed as great 


ſervices for this country as the late Earl of Chatham; that the 


King on the throne, fer the time being, was the beſt, or rather 
only judge, of the deſerts of the ſervants of the public: and 
to hint to Parliament, that the. bill was' far from being an ac- 
ccptable preſent at the Queen's houſe, : 
111 2 this 


an Abingdon. 
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this ſervice, oppoſition on this ground comes with a very ill 
race from us. | ps a $; 1 

But, my Lords, what is the reaſon given for the oppoſition? 

It is ſaid, that the nation is overloaded with debt, and can- 
not bear the expence, Indeed, my Lords, this is a weighty 
reaſon, if it were better applied. Look into the papers now 
upon your table, you will there find millions that have been 
ſquandered away. Look into your journals, and you will 
find thoſe very ſquanderers protected, by the dead majorities 
of this Houſe, even from cenſure. And, my Lords, ſhall 
we turn our eyes from a vicious profuſion, and look with 
economy upon a virtuous application of the public money? 
No, my Lords, let us not by ſuch a contraſt of conduQ, ex- 


| Poſe ourſelves to fo much cenſure, | 


] have ſaid too, my Lords, that this oppoſition is not for 
the honour of this Houſe. Sorry am I to find a greater ſpi- 
Tit of liberality among the Commons than is to be found 
among the Lords. 2 9 5 

What they (I mean the Commons) have done upon a great 
ſcale, we would confine within a leſſer circle ; although too, 
my Lords, the object of their bounty is one of the members 
of our own body. | 
I truſt, therefore, my Lords, that this motion will be 
withdrawn; that it may not be ſaid, that whilft we are giv- 
ing penſions, titles, and preferments to thoſe who deſerve the 
axe or the halter, we are witholding the reward of ſervices 
from others, who have a claim upon the public to it. 

The Duke of Richmond ſaid, he agreed with the noble 
Earl _— on his ideas reſpecting public economy. He 
was perſectly ſatisfied there neyer was a time when enquiries 
into the expenditure of public money was become more ne- 
ceſſary; becauſe there never was a period at which public 
profuſion was ſo much countenanced ; nor at which this 
country called for a more ſtrict frugality. He thought, 


| however, that at the conclufion of a ſeſſion was no pro- 


per time to ſet about a reformation, Several endeavours 
had been made relative jo this ſubje, but they were all 
ſtrangled jn their birth, by the previous queſtion. If the 
noble Duke was nevertheleſs ſerious in his opinions, and 
meant to aboliſh ſinecure places; to ſtrike off additional fa- 
laries, &c, he was very willing to co-operate in that buſineſs 
with him, and to give him every affiftance in his power ; but 
not on the preſent occaſion, r Lordſhips were de- 


bating upon making a proviſion for the family of a man * 


— , me ,, , ea. os its. 
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had rentlered ſuch ſignal ſervices to this nation. Such in- 
ſtances of national gratitude were neceſſary; and though he 
did not coincide in opinion, at all times, with the deceaſed 
Earl, he could not but conſider him as a great man, and a 
publie character, whoſe ſervices were well deferving that 
tribute to his memory, the preſent bill was about to pay. 


He perfectly agreed with the noble Earl, who ſpoke laſt, that 


the preſent ſet of miniſters rather merited the axe or halter, 
than the honours and rewards which had been ſo. profuſely 
hviſhed upon them; and yet, what they poſſeſſed already 
was not deemed ſufficient: for one of them [Lord North] 
he underſtood, was ſhortly to be appointed to a ſinecure place 
of 5000l. a year, that of the 'wardenſhip of the cinque 
rts. Was the noble Duke, who oppoſed the bill, ſerious ? 
ir he was, why not promote an enquiry into finecure places, 
and thereby render an eſſential piece of ſervice to his country, 
by endeavouring to procure a total abolition of them ? This 
would ſhew, that the noble Duke did not mean to uſe the 
argument of public ceconomy aad public inability, only one 
way; it would prove that his oppoſition was to things, not 
perions ; and that he was ſolely actuated by public motives, 
not private conſiderations : in ſhort, to teſtify, that as he 
knew what faction was capable of doing, he was reſolved to 
vent its effects, without any regard to perſons or parties. 


4429 


Lord Chancellor oppoſed the principle as well as proviſions Lord Ch. 


of the bill; he did not approve of making it either a tempo- 


rary or perpetual proviſion, He did not wiſh to take off 


from the ſervices of the deceaſed Earl; they had been fully 


acknowledged by his Sovereign, and amply provided for. 


The noble Earl, when he firſt retired from office, had a pen- 


fion of 3000l. per annum ſettled on him during his own life, 


and that of his lady and eldeſt ſon; a proviſion, let him be 
permitted to ſay, fully equal to the ſervices performed by the _ 
deceaſed Earl. In a few years afterwards,- his Lordfhip. re- 

ceived a further mark of his Sovereign's bounty, by being 


called into a very high poſt, attended with great emoluments 


{lord privy ſeal ], when it was well known that his Lordſhip's 
extreme bad ſtate of health rendered him very incapable of 
aſſiſting in his Majeſty's councils. Thoſe, he contended, were 


fully adequate to his ſervices. 3 
The only precedent was that of the Duke of Marlborough. 


The Duke of Marlborough's abilities as a ſtateſman and a 


general were conſpicuous. He was appointed ambaſſador, 


to negotiate and ſettle the terms of the grand alliance, 
| - which, 
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which, in its progreſs, afterwards broke the power of France, 


and ſet limits to the ambition of I.ouis XIV. vet 
when, by his great talents for negotiation, he had effected ſo 
deſirable an event, as bringing Holland and the German 
powers into the alliance, the queen having ſettled 5000l. per 
annuum during her own lite, ſent a meſſage by Mr. Secretary 
Harley to the Houſe of Commons to make it perpetual, 


The meſſage and proceedings on it he would move to have 


read; at preſent it would content him to obſerve, that after 
a full conſideration of the royal meſſage, the Commons re- 
fuſed to comply; and it was not till four years afterwards, 
after repeated victories, and rendering his name celebrated in 
all parts of Europe, and a terror to France, that parliament 
thought proper to make the queen's grant perpetual. None 
of their Lordſhips had a fuller ſenſe of the ſervices of the 
deceaſed Earl than he; but he preſumed to ſay, that the 
precedenc of the conduct of parliament, reſpecting the Duke 
of Marlborough, Was a good ground, on the preſent occa- 
fion, againſt cftabliſhing a new precedent, which might, in 
times to come, be productive of great impropriety, incon- 
venience, and miſchief, 

But though every other objeQtion againſt the bill were done 
away, the time was totally improper, for ſeveral reaſons. He 
heartily united in opinion with the noble Duke who ſpoke 
firſt in the debate, that this was not a proper time to be laviſh 
of the public money, when we had the moſt urgent calls for 
it; when the ſtricteſt cxconomy ought to be obſerved through- 
out every department of the ſtate ; and that ſo great a ſum as 

ol. per ann. was to be given, not to the perſon who had 
performed the ſervices, but to his family, and that at the end 


of ſixteen years. This with me, ſays his Lordſhip, is a 


circumſtance which operates moſt powerfully againſt the bill; 
why not make this proviſion in his life-time ? The truth is, 
ſuch an expectation did not exiſt ; nor, were it made, would 


it. probably have ſucceeded—The anſwer would have been, 


The noble Lord is already provided for; he has acknow- 


ledged his being contented with what his Sovereign has already 


done for him ; and, fince that period, except in the inſtance 
alluded to, he has not been in a ſituation to ſerve his coun- 
try, nor, of courle, to ſeek further reward, on the ground of 
ſublequent merit. | ESE 

He ſaid he never could agree with the ſentiments of the 
noble Earl, who ſpoke ſecond in the debate, that the Lords, 
by either amending or rejecting a money bill, thereby * 
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vaded the province of the other Houſe. He would never 
ſubſcribe to ſuch a poſition; for he was ſatisfied, that their 
Lordſhips were as much truſtees for the people, as the Com- 
mons; they were, beſides, either individually, or collectively, 
materially intereſted, both as contributors and as a legiſlative 
body. He did not ſee on what foundation, as had been well 
obſerved, by the noble Duke who roſe firſt in the debate, that 
their Lordſhips could with juſtice paſs the preſent bill, while 
a brave admiral, one of their own body [Lord Hawke] 
whoſe naval ſervices could not be too highly extolled ; and a 
moſt able officer at the head of the army laſt war [Prince 
Ferdinand] went unnoticed and unrewarded, in the man- 
ner now propoſed, As to the plea, that the Commons 
had paſſed the bill, and that his Majeſty aſſented, he withed 
their Lordſhips to confider, that the matter was firſt agitated 
in the other Houſe, of a fadden and at midnight; that the 
addreſs to the King was of courſe moved haftily, and as 
haſtily carried. His Majeſty, thus applied to, was in a 
reat meaſure obliged to comply. He ſpoke likewife very 
rongly againſt the mode in which the matter originated. 
He infiſted, it was out of the natural courſe; it ought to 
have come from the crowned head alone; and that circum- 
ſtance weighed ſufficiently with him to rejeCt the bill. 8 
Before he concluded, he declared, he ſaw no reaſon for the 
nation to deſpond, becauſe the Earl of Chatham was no 
more. There ſtill remained, as firm well-wiſhers to their 
country, and as capable of doing it eſſential ſervice, as the 
noble Earl. Whenever danger threatened, Engliſhmen na- 
turally felt a proper ſpirit, to defend their country, and attack 
their enemies. That ſpirit was now ſhewing itſelf in e 
corner of the iſland. The firſt men in Great-Britain, both 
in point of fortune, rank, and character, were acting moſt 
laudable parts, in putting the conſtitutional ſtrength of the 
kingdom, upon à reſpectable footing. The militia, he 
doubted not, would prove moſt eſſentially ſerviceable: as 
this country had been before recovered from a worſe ſitua- 
tion, he had every reaſon to expect that ſhe would get the 
better of her preſent difficalties. | 
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Lord Camden faid, he was ſorry to hear any compariſons La. Cemdes. 


made between the ſervices of the noble Earl and thoſe of any 
other eminent characters, either living or dead. The noble 
Duke who ſpoke firſt, and the noble and learned I ord on the 
woolſack, had both held forth in the higheſt ſtrains of pane- 
geric on the memory of the late Duke of Marlborough; 
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While therefore that fund, that depended on the ſources of 
' cefsful in promoting and extending, continued to have a re- 
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and, in his opinion, very deſervedly. They had dwelt on 
the ſcenes of his victories, and in their zeal 3 to forget 
thoſe of the deceaſed Earl; but if they wanted to be re- 
minded of them, he could tell their Lordſhips, from the ex- 
tremeſt eaſt, where the ſun roſe, to the ſetting of that glo- 
rious luminary in the weſtern horizon; in every quarter of 
the globe to the earth's remoteſt bounds, where the arms of 
Britain were borne triumphant ; where operations by ſea or 
land were invariably accompanied by conqueſt, by reputa- 
tion, extenſion of commerce, and all the advantages and 
glories united, which have at former periods being ſeparately 
the effects of ſucceſsful war, or of the enjoyment of the 
bleſſings of peace; the Eaſt Indies, Africa, the Weſt Indies, 
North America, the coaſts and territories of our enemies in 
Europe; all bear teſtimony to the ſervices of the noble Earl, 
whole merit has been endeavoured this day to be thrown ſo 
much into the ſhade. 
- His Lordſhip was proceeding with great energy, when he Ml 2 
was interupted from the woolſack, the Lord Chancellor Ml © 
moving to have the Commons journals of December 1702 
and 1705 read, in proof of his aſſertions, reſpecting the con- Ml ſe 
duct of Parliament towards the Duke of Marlborough con- 
firmed. This interruption was looked upon as ditorderly 
by the Houſe ; and the noble Lord was defired to proceed in 
his ſpeech, | 5 m. 
His Lordſhip obſerved, that according to what had been Pr 
thrown out by the noble Duke who ſpoke firſt, the alteration W 
propoſed by his Grace would operate as an entail, and could i th. 
not go further than the ſon of preſent noble Earl; he wiſhed 
therefore to know from his Grace, whether that was what he 
meant? ¶ Told it was.] His Lordfhip then went on. Wa; 
On the firſt ground, that of inability ; he ſaid the annu- e 
ity was made chargeable on the aggregate fund, which could 
continue no longer than this country remaincd in a ſtate of 
proſperity, it being the refidue of the produce of all the 
taxes, atter the intereſt was paid to the public creditors. ---+ 
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wealth and commerce, which the noble Earl had been ſo ſuc- 


ſidue after diſcharging the prior demands on it; the inability 
of paying the annuity could not exiſt . If ever that fatal 

Lax ſhould arrive, when the fund was unequal, then moſt 
certainly the proviſion muſt ceaſe, and the deſcendants 5 
he | | IP the 
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the noble Earl ſuffer in the general wreck and ruin of their 
err 3 2 

| She Dane Lord who ſpoke laſt, had dwelt, nay, laid 
the. chief ſtreſs of his argument, upon the noble Earl's being 
fully rewarded for his ſervices, and the impropriety of doing 
that at the end of ſixteen years, which ſhould have been 
done in his life-time ; and preiuming on that ground, that 
his Sovereign, as well as the nation, looked upon it that he 
had made a proviſion for- the deceaſed Earl, fully adequate to 
his ſervices. I will tell the noble and learned Lord what 
came within my own knowledge, which will be a complete 
anſwer to every ſuggeſtion of this kind. When I had the 
honour of occupying a very high poſt in the ſame admint+ 
ſtration with the deceaſed Earl, his ſtate of health was indif- 
ferent, and his life thought to be in danger. Soon after hip 
recovery, 1 had the honour of an interview with his Maje- 
ſy ; and the converſation turning on the illneſs of the Fart 
of Chathain---I will never forget the words, nor the, gra- 
cious manner in which they were delivered: * If he had 
died,” ſaid his Majeſty, I ſhould have looked upon my- 
ſelf bound to make a proviſion for his family.” 3 


* 


His Lordſhip ſpoke for a conſiderable time in ſupport of 
the bill, and made uſe, of ſeveral ſtrong reaſons, to ſhew 
that the affair of the Duke of Marlborough was very diſſi- 
milar in a variety of reſpects, and that no one particular 
properly applied as to the two caſes, but the acknowledged 
merits of the noble Duke and deceaſed Earl. He obſerved, 
that much had been ſaid on the danger of eſtabliſhing pre- 
cedents. There were but two, ſhould the preſent bill paſs, 
lince the Conqueſt. He wiſhed there were more; and he 
was ſure there never was a fitter time, when encouragements 
ought to be held out, to ſtimulate men to great and glorious 
tions. than the preſent, _; ..__... | 

He would befides, wiſh their Lordſhips to recollect, that 
the deceaſed Earl received his death blow in the ſervice of 
bis country; he received it in that Houſe, whilſt he was en- 
deavouring to aſſiſt in warding off the danger which threa- 
tened Great Britain. He was ſorry to behold the preſent op- 
poſition, becauſe it betrayed, ſymproms which portended no 
good, and looked as if the feeds of envy were not extermi- 
nated.. He was in hopes, envy, would have died with the no- 
ble Earl, and have ſlept with him in his grave. 
The noble and learned Lord faid, that the bill originated 
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a midnight, and that the King could not avoid, or was in 
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| £ ſome days 
elapſed, and notice was previouſly given, not by an addreſs 


at midnight, but in open day, that ſuch a bill was intended | 


to be brought in, and the motion for both was carried nem. 
con. at each time, both in reſpe& of the vote for paying the 
noble Earl's debts, and for ſettling an annuity on his family, 
And as to the real ſentiments of his Majeſty, he had already 
given an indiſputable proof of what they were, though al- 
Iuſions of a contrary tendency had been thrown out by the 
noble Duke who oppoſed the bill, and the noble and learned 
Lord who ſpoke laſt; a declaration within his own poſitive 
knowledge, and which endeared his Majzſty to him more 
than ever. It made him love and admire him as a beneyo- 
lent Prince, as really the King and father of his people ; 
and every way worthy of a dominion over their affections, as 
well as their perfons, a | 

. Admiral Hawke and Prince Ferdinand of Brunſwick had 
been alluded to by the learned Lord, as having eſſentially 
ſerved this country; moſt certainly they had, and undoubt- 
edly their merit as profeſſional men, was unqueſtionable; 
bur to whom ought it to be ultimately aſcribed ? To the Earl 
of Chatham ; the one was his admiral, the other his general, 
The battles they fought were battles of his planning ; and 
fo far from their individual merits leſſening that of the de- 
ceaſed Earl, or diminiſhing the value of his ſervices, they went 
directly to encreaſe and enhance both. | 
The noble Duke who roſe firſt, pointed out the neceſſity 
of introducing ceconomy into the ftate ; the noble Duke's 
argument. was unanſwerable in point of principle, and the 
ſpirit of it was purſued in the preſent bill. True ceconomy, 
both reſpecting the public and individuals, which required the 
ſame meaſure, was to ſpare, not waſte. It conſiſted in a fit- 
neſs of expence; in a proper liberality, guarded by a be- 
coming prudence and frugality. The times called for the 
exertion of the firſt rate abilities in the public ſervice, 


Such a mark of national attention as the preſent bill mani- 
feſted, would excite and encourage able men to ſtep forward, 
and do their utmoſt to merit and gain the applauſe of their 


country. Narrow notions of intereſt, fear of leaving theis 
familics unprovided for, and ſuch fort of ideas, which _ 
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ed men's minds and prevented them from venturing forth, 
would be done away, in conſequence of Parliament's afford-- 
ing a proof, that the nation confidered itſelf as the guardian 
of the families of thoſe who had eſſentially ſerved it, when 
they were no more, His Lordſhip coneluded with an high 
eulogium on the many public and private virtues of the de- b 
ceaſed Earl; and faid, it was with difficulty we could deter- 1 
mine, whether he acquited himſelf beſt, as a ſound reaſoner, il 
an affectionate and warm friend, or able advocate. | 5 

The Lord Chancellor, as ſoon as the laſt noble Lord ſat Lord Chats i 
down, moved that the paſſages referred to by him in the. [ 
journals, reſpecting the Duke of Marlborough, ſhould be 
read, which was complied with. 

Lord Ravenſworth ſupported the Duke of Chandos and Lord Ra- 
ſpoke againſt the bill. He ſaid, if the noble Earl had fully T 
merited ſuch favours, why had not his friends generouſly 
moved for them in his life time that he might have enjoyed 
them? The nation, he obſerved, allowing it owed a great 
deal to the deceaſed Earl, was not indebted to his family. 

He came into Parliament with him, upwards of forty years 
fince, and was acquainted with him when in the poſſeſſion of 
all his powers of oratory. He was ready to confeſs his great 
abilities as a pubilc ſpeaker, and though he could nat deny 
that they convinced the majority, both without and within 
doors, they had neyer convinced him that he was, properly 
3 as a ſtateſman to direct the affairs of this country. 

e had always conſidered the deceaſed Earl's talents and that 
daring ſpirit of enterprize, on which his reputation was 
chiefly built, as a very great misfortune to this country. 

Even the ſucceſſes of our arms under his direction, of the 
ſtate machine, were not ſufficient to alter his opinion. He 
conſidered thoſe ſucceſſes as ruinous, and he could not but 
ſtill think, that the enormous debt incurred during his Lord- 
ſhip's adminiſtration, led us into thoſe difficulties which 
were the true cauſe of our preſent calamitous and truly pe- 
rilous fituation. In fine, they came into Parliament toge- 
ther, and fat in the other Houſe for fourteen years [ from. 
1733 to 1747, when Lord Ravenſworth was created a Peer] 
and he was perſuaded, that it would have been happy for this 
country, if the deceaſed Earl had never aſpired to a public 
ſtation ; for though not the immediate, he was free to de- 
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clare, he was the mediate cauſe of all our ſubſequent misfor- 


tunes, for the reaſons before given. | ? 
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Earl of + Earlof Radnor defended the bill upon one of the grounds 
Radnor. on which the aft noble Lord ſtated his chief objection, which 


Was, that tlie Earl was no more, to whoſe memory the an- 
nuity was a grateful tribute. The noble Lord, he obſerved, 
faid; he ſhould not have objected had the noble Earl been 
Hnwing; but that was an eſſential difference in the caſe now. 
In his opinion, the argument made directly che other way; 
for however back ward or reluctant he might be to heap ho- 
nours and emoluments on the living, eſpecially at a time 
when the example of gratitude, could not from the nature of 
things operate, either to the injury of the conſtitution or the 
Rate; but on the contrary, might materially ſerve the latter 


without violating the former. There was, he ſaid, this dif- 
© ference'between the preſent caſe and that of the Duke of 


Marlborough, which prevented them from being conſidered 
as ultimately tending tothe ſame effect. When the Queen's 
meſſage, in 1 702, was delivered to the Houſe of Commons, 
the 'Earl of Marlborough had been then juſt created a Duke, 
and he was in a great degree of perſonal favour with his So- 
vereign, and in poſſeſſion of high poſts and high emoluments. 
Parliament were perfectly defenſible in acting with ſuitable 
caution. At preſent there could be no danger of eſtabliſhing 
A bad cuſtom ; becauſt Parliament had their eyes open, and 
Would at all times he able to ſee where pretences were only 
created or where the claim was ſufficiently, well founded to 
e 2 oO oo oo » © 

- His*Eordthip acknowledged the infinite obligations for 
which this country / ſtood indebtedi to the, deceaſed Earl, 
'H& only recollected one mftance in his / public conduct which 
9 to leſſen thoſe obligations, and that was a few years 
fince; when his Lordſhip, in the character of miniſter, ſt 
uß the authority of a proclamation over that of an act of 
Parliament. That laring error, he confeſſed, he never 
"coulda forgive; but when he ſaid fo, he meant merely 28 a 
püblib mah, for notwithſtanding any weight he might lay 
upon this eircumſtance, the ſervices: of the. deceaſed Earl 


f were ſyffieiently important and conſpicuous to warrant the 
paſſing of the preſent bill ; and he could not but wonder at 


the oppoſition given to it by the noble Duke wha opened the 
debate [ Chandos] on the fcore of economy; for let the noble 
Duke but turn his attention or recolleftion to the ſnug and 
lucrative ſineeures enjoyed by ſome Lords living, whoſe an- 
ceſtors had taken advantage of their ſituation as miniſters, 


and he would find, that two or three of their ſinecures would 
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purchaſe the fee ſimple of the paltry four thouſand pounds 
er anuum, about which his Grace has ſaid ſo much. His 
Elkin apologized to the Houſe for having given it ſo 
much trouble, and in fo unprepared, indigeſted a manner; 
declaring, that he had delivered his ſentiments merely as they 
aroſe in his mind ſince his entering the Houſe : and be felt 
It incumbent upon him to ſay thus much for two reaſons g 
firſt, becauſe he Deir the bill 1n f of retroſpect, ex- 
tremely proper as an act of national gratitude towards the 
memory of a faithful and able ſervant, and no lefs neceſſary 
at this critical ſeaſon, as an encouragement to the exertion 
of abilities in the public ſervice, His Lordſhip. added, with 
ſome degree of energy, that if the bill ſhould meet with an 
oppoſition, ſufficient to defeat its real objects, or that it 
ſhould happen to be totally rejected, he would enter a proteſt 
on their Lordſhips' journals, in which the main reaſons, thoſe 
of precedent and ceconomy, fo forcibly urged by the noble 
Duke, ſhould he ſtated ; a motive, he believed, if it ſhould 
prevail in this inſtance, would be neglected in every other. 


Lord Lyttelton roſe, he ſaid, to ſet the noble Lord right Lord Lyt= 
teſpecting the error he had imputed to the deceaſed Earl, an tte. 


error which had neyer happened in the manner his Lordſhi 
had ſtated. So far from 6. Chatham attempting to defend 
the proclamation, he had offered to anſwer for it with his life, 
and pleaded in excuſe the dire neceſſity which occaſioned it. 
This was the true ſtate of that matter; and if his recollee- 
tion did not miſlead him, he heard the deceaſed. Earl: make 
uſe of the ſtrong expreſſion, of being willing to expiate by 
his head, if the Parliament did not think that the particular 
neceflity was an ample juſtification, He was, it is true, but 
2 boy at the time, but he could not forget the deſponding 
ſtate the nation was in, and the unſucceſsful efforts which 
had been made in order to remove it; he recollected, that 
Lord Chatham, then Mr. Pitt, was at the time but little 
known but as a public ſpeaker ; yet by the mere force of his 
abilities, accompanied by an almoſt unparalleled integrity, he 
at once broke the parties which would have held him back 
from participating in the public counſels, and ſoon; united all 
tanks of people; reſtoring at the ſame time energy, £9 go- 
vernment, and deſtroying, or at leaſt filencing fac 


| jon, by | 

which means affairs ſoon took a favourable turn; in 15 
much, that victory was ſoon brought to our ſide, till at 
length our enemies were abaſhed, the national ſpirit rouzed, 
dur proweſs acknowledged and felt, and our glory eſtabliſhed 
in 
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In every quarter of the globe ; thoſe powers who had in the 
outſet afſured themſelves of ſucceſs, having been obliged 
to ſue with the moſt abject and mortifying humility for 
Peace. 

Theſe were facts well known, not only to their Lordſhips, 
but to all the world; they were matter of hiſtorical record, 
being of that degree of credibility, as indeed not to admit 
of, or at leaſt, call for any ſpecies of proof. 

He ſaid, he was far from contending, that the deceaſed Earl 
was infallible; that his opinions were always well founded, or 
his parliamentary declarations always conſonant and juſtifi- 
able. He had more than once himſelf, weak and inferior as 
he confeſſedly was in point of oratory to the deceaſed Earl, 
oppoſed his arguments in that Houſe. He was convinced the 
late Earl had held out erroneous doctrines occaſionally, but 
he could not therefore agree that his ſervices to his country 


did not merit what the preſent bill propoſed, The noble 


Earl, whoſe memory the nation were unanimous in honour- 
ing, to an extraordinary vigour of mind, added a moſt ſo- 
vereign contempt of money; he had gone through offices 
which generally ſerved to enrich his predeceſſors, without 
deriving a ſhilling advantage from his ſituation. When he 
was pay-maſter general, a ſubſidy to the King of Sardinia 
paſſed through his hands. The uſual perquifite amounted 
to more than 20,0001. The noble Earl refuſed to touch it. 
The whole ſum was found in the bank years afterwards ; it 
was then offered to the Earl of Chatham as his right, . the 


Earl nobly refuſed it, and the money was applied to the pub- 


lic ſervice. This act alone was ſufficient to mark the noble 
mindedneſs of the Earl's character, and to recommend him 
to the favour of all who were capable of admiring what was 
eat and ſuperior to the common conduct of mankind, The 

noble Duke, and the learned Lord on the woolfack, had ſai 
a t deal about precedent, and the ill example the paſſing 
f the bill would create. Good God! was this country ſo 
deſperately reduced, ſo totally loſt to its ancient ſpirit, that 


it was no longer capable of rewarding the ſervices of its beſt 


ſubjects? Were the minds of Lords ſo depraved, that the 
were ready to confeſs they trembled at granting an annuit 
of 4000l. to a family, the father of which had reſtored the 
empire from the moſt abje&t and wretched condition, to 2 


Rate of eminence, to a ſtate of the moſt exalted honour ana 
3 glory Let noble Lords turn to the hiſtory of Greece, let 
ther 


recolle& the conduct of the Athenians — ” 
| 5 
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ſtides! Vears after that period was no more, it was diſco- 
yered that his widow and _—_ were in diſtreſs ; the ſtate 
aſſembled, and in gratitude to the memory of Ariſtides, who 
had efſentially ſerved his country, made a noble proviſion 
for his family. Was the Britiſh empire leſs grateful than 
Athens ? or was ſhe leſs capable of doing juſtice to merit 
than that petty ſtate ? | | 

His Lordſhip reaſſerted what he affirmed on his opening; 
he ſaid, the meaſure of the proclamation was a meaſure of 
mere neceſſity ; that the deceaſed Earl adopted it as ſuch, 
and that as ſoon as Parliament met, he acknowledged its ille- 
Funde and like a ſound patriot ſought the aid of an act of 

arliament. | 

He hoped no noble Lord preſent would impute what he 
bad offered as ariſing from a blind zeal, or any other unpro- - 
per predilection, for all he meant was no more than this 
that when the noble Earl's ſervices were fairly eſtimated and 
balanced againſt whatever might by his ſtrongeſt opponents 
be objected to his conduct, he doubted not, but juſtice and 
public gratitude would unite in preponderating ſcale in 
favour of the bill. i 

After this compariſon, his Lordſhip ſaid, he hoped the 
noble Lords who had oppoſed the bill, would re- conſider the 
foundation of it, and if they did not find it agreeable to 
them to vote for it, would at leaſt ſuffer it to be carried 
mthout a diviſion, and without a negative. 

Earl of Radnor roſe a ſecond time. He ſaid, he always 
vnderſtood the matter of the proclamation to be otherwile. Earl of 
He did not pretend to directly contraditt the faQs now ftas Rader. 
ted ; but he ſhould ever think, that a proclamation was not 
bficiently valid to ſuperſede an act of Parliament; and be 
the urgency ever ſo preſſing, it was, in his opinion, eſta- 
blſhing a very dangerous and pernicions precedent ; not- 
mthſtanding therefore what the noble Lord had ſaid, the 
mpreffion on his mind was not removed. 38 

ord Camden roſe to explain this buſineſs relative to the | 
proclamation ; he began his explanation by confeſfing, that La, cand. 
te was principally concerned in iſſuing the proclamation, and 
if there were any blame due, it was rather merited by him 
than his deceaſed friend. The fact was, the harveſt failed 
univerſally throughout Europe, there being a ſhort crop, and 
n pid exportation; there was the ſtrongeſt reaſon to appre- 
vod, that the conſequence would be a famine within the 
875 8 | Kingdom. 


2 > 


—— S — 5 add an. — — — - 
. eb Td ISS IERSIRES * 
ES ERR = 
DF oe? — 0m 
\ 8 
r _ - 
Fx 


. 
* K — — — —˙ . Ae ens tens 5 4 
— — —_D__—@_w___ — — —— . — —— ů—ů—— COU ET —— 
- — > _— = FY * 
—— — — 7 — — ** BY LOA <3 hoo 8 2 . — 
8 = ah. — 22 * — i 
w—_ — ——— - r wy r 2 
nt © * bs — — — — — — 
„„ —— 3 
=== — * 10 IS * 9 *** b 1 A. 3 
* N — — , 


PARLIAMENTARY A. 178. 


kingdom. A council was immediately called, as without 
fome ſpeedy remedy applied, a dearth was looked upon to be 
inevitable: for no parliament was then fitting or likely to fit 
for forty days. It was debated in council what was the wiſeſt 
ſtep to take, and it was reſolved to iſſue a proclamation, lay- 
ing an embargo on the ſhipping, and preventing. any corn 
from being exported. That meaſure was purſued: from an 
idea that the day could never come, when Parliament would 
ſerioufly cenſure the only line of conduct poſſible to be 
ted, in order to ſave the nation from being ſtarved. He 
had, he declared, at the time conſulted that great philoſopher ! 
and politician Mr. Locke; whote Treatiſe on Government. 
was one of the wiſeſt books ever publiſhed ; he did not know { 
a firgle line of that work which he would not moſt willingly * 
ſubſcribe to. Mr. Locke ſpoke clearly and fully upon the 
ont. Miniſters always act at their peril; they muſt, e 
in caſes of great emergency, take ſuch ſteps as the exigeney t 
of affairs required, without heſitating as to the ſtrict legality ! 
of their meaſures; and they muſt afterwards ſtand the judge 
ment of Parliament, and abide by the cenſure and applauſe 
of the legiftative branches of the ſtate. I looked upon it 
faic! his Lordſhip, to be Tuch a cafe of neceſſity, as that ſtated 
by that truly great man, which juſtifies the interpoſition of 
the prerogative, between the laws and the people; a right tc 
preſerve, not to cnflave or deſtroy; a right, I ſhall ever main 
tain the conſtitutional exerciſe of; and the abuſe of which 
I thall-ever be as anxious to reſiſt and puniſh; in ſhort, 
believed the ſafety of the ſtate to be at ſtake. I adviſed its 
ſalvation, and can never be perſuaded, when I had done ſo, that 
I was:committing a crime. Having the honour to be then it 


a very, high poſt, [Lord Chancellor I was more particular in 
conſulted; and if it was an error, I was ſolely to blame. A le: 
ſoon as Parliament met, an indemnity was propoſed ; foi as 
my part, I was againſt it; becauſe 1 thought it unneceſſar de 
I was then perſuaded, 4 ated right; nor have I had ſince an 

reaſon to retract my firſt opinion. His Lordſhip owned tha H 
his defence on the occaſion -was-a bold one; be had declared th: 
the iſſuing the procla mation was- a-ſtritly, juſtifiable act off lea 
prerogative,” an act of prerogative not only warranted b) Ea 
particular neceſſitx, but ſupported upon general (principles Wa 
Bold as his defence was, he was ſtill willing to maintain it i ed 
and he aſſure the noble Earl behind him, ¶Earb of Radner] tha his 


the fact was ſtrictly asche had ſtated it; and in order to ſe no 
him further right, reſpecting the conduct of the ſon 
3 . | "=> noble 
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noble Earl, he aſſured him, he had been miſinformed; for 


he well recollected, in the courſe of the debate, when his 
Lordſhip was preſſed for his opinon, his anſwer was, If I 
muſt ſpeak, I think the proclamation was illegal.“ 

Before he fat down, his Lordſhip renewed his argument in 


ſupport of the preſent bill; and after a variety of praiſes of 


the deceaſed Earl, ſpoke particularly of the noble contempt 


of money for which he had been remarkable. His family 


had ſuffered by it materially; and latterly, he ſaid, the Earl 
had, in conſequence of that contempt, been, almoſt left with- 
out a ſervant to attend his perſon, ' And ſo far was his pen- 
fon from being an ample proviſion, as the learned Lord upon 
the wool-ſack had declared, it was little better than a clear 
2000l, per ann. Would the learned Lord ſay that was a ſuffi- 
cient reward for his ſervices? He had too high an opinion of 
the learned Lord's candour. His Lordſhip went more at large 
into the affair of the Earl of Chatham's refuſal of the office- 
perquiſites upon the ſubſidy, than Lord Lyttelton, and de- 
Clared that when the Earl, in Mr. Charles Townſhend's chan- 
cellorſhip of the exchequer, refuſed to take it, he was 
ſcarcely maſter of a thouſand pounds. | 


44t 


The Duke of Richmond begged leave to differ from the Duke of 
two noble Lords who ſpoke laſt, in reſpect to the conduct of Richmond: 


the deceaſed Earl, concerning the embargo laid on the expor- 
tation of corn, contrary to the expreſs orders of an act of 
parliament, The conduct of the learned Lord [Lord Cam- 


Fus was preciſely as he ſtated it; but that of the deceaſed 


x] very different; for inſtead of — the ille- 
gality of the proclamation, he perſiſted to the laſt in defend- 
ing it; and he remembered that as well as the noble and 
learned Lord, who now faithfully ſtated the tranſaction, ſo far 
as he was concerned himſelf, he treated a parliamentary in- 
demnification as totally nugatory and unneceſſarx. 


Earl of Shelburne roſe, and ſpoke to the queſtion at large. zan of 
He ſaid in particular, that no man ever regarded money leſs Shelburne, | 


than the deceaſed Earl; and ridiculed the argument of the 
learned Lord who ſpoke firſt, for ſuppoſing that the deceaſed 
Earl had performed no ſervices for his country, becauſe he 
was not in actual employment; he ſaid, he continually turn- 
ed his thoughts to the ſervice of his country, whenever 
his ſtate of health would permit him; and that he imagined 
no man who had obſerved the conduct of public affairs for 
ſome years paſt, would be eaſily perſuaded to believe, that 
Vol. IX. 1E 4 
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remaining in oſſice was performing any ſervice for his 
country. 85 | BENE ern 
As a further proof of the generous diſpoſition of the de- 
ceaſed Earl, and how much he was above every ſetfiſh mo- 
tive, when put in competition with the good of his country, 
he aſfured their Lordihips, that there was not any one time, 
from his laſt reſignation to the illneſs which. cauſed his death, 
in which be might not come into power, and that on his own 
terms. He was courted and adulated by every party and de- 
ſcripyon, of men; he reſiſted them all; and always acted a 
difintereſted and independent part. He deſpiſed faction, 
whether in a court or elſewhere; and always fet his face 
againſt the narrow prejudices of party. At a time, when 
this country was in a deſponding ſtate ; when it was torn by 
factions, he raifed it the higheſt pitch of fame and proſperity. 
He healed thoſe faQtions, and reſtored unanimity ; and by that 
means rendered the exertions of the nation irreſiſtible ; and he 
made no doubt if God had prolonged his life, and reſtore to 
him his talents, but he would once more have ſaved the Bri- 
tiſn empire, if callod into power. The two noble Lords 
who oppoſed the bill ſaid his ſervices had ceaſed, fince he 
ceaſed to att in a minifterial capacity ; the contrary was well 
known ;. at the very inſtant when he ſtroke of death over- 
took him, he was in the act of attempting to fave his coun- 
try from the ruin which he ſaw impending ; and which he 
feared, if not timely prevented, muſt involve it in certain de- 
ſtruction. His Lordſhip abſerved, that the objections to the 
bill were ſupported on two grounds; the danger of the pre- 
cedent, and the diſtreſſed ſtate of the public finances. As 
to the firſt, there was nothing more evident, than that the 
precedent, maſt of neceflity prove ſerviceable to the ſtate ; 
and could be attended with no bad conſequence ; and as to 
the ſecond, it felt of courſe. His Lordfhip then went into 
the hiſtory of the motives which induced the Houle of 
Commons, in the queen's time, to refuſe making the Duke of 
Martborqugh?'s annuity perpetual, in the firſt inftance, which 
he attributed 0 factious motives, and Tory principles. Exen 
a Tory, nigjority, in the other Houſe, had pow joined in an 
Fl Ah Hen vote fer the preſent bill. Was there a party or 
iption of men, or even an individual in the nation, who 
had not at ſore ane period applauded his conduct, and courted: 
him ? Hie merite were acknowledged, by every fide, in each 
17 Yi Whenee then, could the preſent oppoſition originate * 


g ſtate of the finances, were the real obje&ion, which 
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ne much doubted, their ſituation could not be mended, but 
by the exertion of ſuch men (if any ſuch there were) and 


how could their Lordſhips expect that men of abilities 
would come forward, into difficult ſituations, to neglect 


their own immediate concerns, while the fate of this bill, 


ſhould it receive a negative, would preſent to them ſo morti- 
ſying a proof of national ingratitude ? | 
He begged leave to aſſure the noble Duke [Duke of Rich- 
mond] that however people might differ, as to the. propriety 
of the proclamation, the urgent neceſſity of the meaſure 
was ſo apparent, that there was not a ſecond opinion 1 
council, when the embargo on the exportation of corn was 
propoted. It was the only expedient left to prevent the peo- 
ple from ſtarving, and if it was a miftaken meaſure, it was 
a miſtake on the humane ſide. As to what fubſequently 
paſſed in parliament on the fubject, he could not precifely 
ſay ; but as well as he could recollect, the deceaſed Earl did 
not defend the legality of the proclamation, but merely the 
neceſſity. 8 
His Lotdſhip then entered into ſeveral ſtrictures on the 
conduct and ſentiments of the noble Duke who oppoſed 
the bill | Chandos}: ſaid however infignificant his Grace 
deerned himſelf, he was a perſon of ſingular weight in that 
Houſe. His voice went a great way, and was heard by ſome 
perſons with particular attention. He felt it _— and 
more than once was a witneſs to his moving the previous 
queſtion in matters of great difficulty to miniſters. He re- 
membered, upon a very particular oecaſion, upon the deter- 
mination of a matter of property, the noble Duke's leaving 
his learned friend near him | Lord Camden] in a minority, 
by which. means he was ſorry to find that the Houſe had 
now for three years, on moſt occaſions, loſt the affiſtznce of 
the learned Lord's abilities, in the deeiſion of learned queſ- 
tions. He was pointedly ſevere in this part of his ſpeech on 
the conduct of the noble Duke, and the unhappy interference 
of great court lords on fuch occaſions, who never fail to vote 
with a majority at their heels; becauſe it would diſcourage 
ſuitors from appealing to the judicature of that Houſe, in the 
laſt reſort. e would have been much better pleaſed to ſee 
the noble Duke exert his 2 perſonal influence, in remov- 
ing the eauſes of the preſent diſtreſſed flate of our finances; 
in enquiries into the expenditure of public money, than in 
oppoſing the only particular inſtance he recollected, in which 
a penſion or annuity had oy properly beftowed, Why did 
| 2 not 
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not the noble Duke, when the addition to the civil liſt was 
granted, move for tuch an enquiry ? or will the noble Duke 
move for reſcinding that vote, and enter into the enquiry, 
and on finding what were the real exigencies of the crown, 
and what would he fairly adequate to ſupporting it with 
ſplendour and dignity, confine the addition to that, and that 
only? His Lordſhip mentioned a great number of particu. 
lars of leis note, and fat down with giving his moſt hearty 
aflent to the committing of the bill. The noble Duke, who 
opened the debate, had dwelt much on the neceſſity of acting 
with economy. Would the noble Duke in good earneſt ſer 
about a reform? Would he move for inquiry into the profits 
of places and finecures ? If he would, he ſhould moſt readily 
aſſiſt every one of his endeavours ; he would immediately 
ſecond the motion. | 7 
His Lordſhip, after reverting to the neceſſity of holding 
out encouragement, by ſetting examples of national gene- 
roſity, mentioned the Congreſs, who, he ſaid, give daily 
Proofs of this ſpecies of policy. After giving them great 
credit for the wiſdom of their proceedings, which, he ſaid, 
was inferior to none, that ever appeared ; obſerved, that re- 
warding thoſe who deſerved well, was the ſureſt means of 
being well ſerved. It was a maxim as old as time itſelf; 
and he was aſtoniſhed how any noble Lord ſhould fo far for- 
get it as to oppoſe the preſent: bill. £0 
The Duke of Chandos complained of being very uncan- 
didly treated in the courſe of the debate, He ſaid, he had 
been accuſed of yoting for a ſum of money to pay the King's 
debts, in this and the laſt ſeſſions ; he certainly had ſo voted, 
and were the queſtion again in agitation, he would again give 
his vote for the addition which had been made to the civil 
lift, becauſe he knew the receipt was not equal to the expen- 
diture, The noble Duke, and the noble Earl who ſpoke 
laſt had aſkad, whether he would go into an enquiry relative 
to the perquiſites of placemen ; he knew not that the King's 
ſervants now had larger emoluments than thoſe who held the 
{ame offices bcfore them, until that was proved to be the caſe, 
he certainly would not enter upon any ſuch buſineſs ; and as 
to the ſuperfluous finecures, the noble Duke and the noble 
Earl knew much better than he did what ſuch finecures were, 
as they had been in place; and if they knew that the country 
was unneceflarily burthened, they were criminal in not en- 
deayouring to lighten the public load, The noble Earl had 
thought proper to attack him in a very perſonal and ſevere 
25 | | | Te” Manner, 
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manner, on account of his attending law appeals. He had 
ever confidered it as much his duty, as a peer of 1 to 


attend legal decifions as political debates ; but he felt him- 
ſelf ſhocked to death that the noble Earl ſhould charge him, 
in the face of the public, with having rendered the property 
of individuals leſs ſecure than it otherwiſe would have been, 
He had never given a vote reſpecting law or politics, which 
had not accorded with his conſcience. 

. His Grace declared, he could not help expreſſing his ſur- 
prize, that any perſon ſhould quote the conduct of the Con- 
greſs of America as an example for the Britiſh Parliament. 
Were there no inſtances of an appoſite nature which could 
be found in Europe? If there were not, the argument 
wanted its main ſupport---that of precedent, Having re- 
peated his objections to the bill, the Duke declared he had 
ſpoken merely as his conſcience dictated; that he was as in- 
dependent as any one member of either Houſe of Parlia- 
ment, and had no other bias than his loyalty, and his perſo- 
nal attachment to his Sovereign, and his firm perſuaſion, that 
the King's ſervants were men of ſound judgment and unim- 
peached integrity. 


Earl of Shelburne declared he had never accuſed the noble Earl of 


445 


Duke of want of ability to determine on law points, he had Shelburne. 


only talked of his weight and influence with their Lordſhips 
in oppoſition to the Duke's own declaration of his inſignifi- 
cancy, The Duke had certainly in a great caſe given his 
vote contrary to the opinion of the law Lords. He was 
himſelf a firm friend to government at bottom; he never 
wiſhed to oppoſe its acting principles; and he was particu- 
larly delicate as to any interference with the executive 
branches. On a late appeal he had a ſtrong opinion in fa- 
vour of the appellant ; but when he found the eleven judges 
of a different way of thinking, he was filent. Indeed he 
was the leſs anxious, as the ground of appeal was rather an 
incident in a cauſe, than the ſubſtance of the cauſe. The 
noble Duke had cenſured him for citing the examples of the 
American Congreſs; much as he admired the conduct of 
that aſſembly, on moſt occaſions, he proteſted he then cited 
the example of Congreſs no otherwiſe than as the example 
of an enemy ; but if the noble Duke wanted inftances of 
the ſpirit of national reward, and national gratitude, nearer 


home, there was not a part of Europe which did not afford 
many. Let the noble Duke caſt his eye upon the neighbour- 
ing kingdom of France; the great ſy ſtem of which govern- 


ment 
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ment turned upon national reward. They had not yet done 
paying honours to Marſhal Richelieu; and it was but the laſt 
Fa that a monument had been finiſhed. to the memory of 
arſhal Saxe. In a word, there did not exiſt a wiſe nation 
on the face of the globe that did not ſee the juſtice and the 
policy of ſuch conduct. | 
The Duke of Richmond replied to the laſt noble Lord, 
reſpecting certain paſſages in his ſpecch ; he ſaid, that the 
deceaſed Earl was poſſelled of great virtues and abilities; 
but he was not infallible. He was in office for ſeveral 
years, received great emoluments ; and, if he quitted office 
poor, it was, in his opinion, a proof of a blameable in- 
attention to his * concerns; or a very imprudent 
extravagance. The noble Earl ſaid, he might have come 
into office whenever he pleaſed. It might be ſo; but his 


refuſal might be eaſily accounted for ; he might fear that 


his own terms, though ſeemingly granted, might afterwards 
be departed from, broken, or explained away. ' The deceaſed 
Earl conſeſſed in his place, in that Houle, that he had been 
once before duped ;. perhaps the deceaſed Earl dreaded, al- 
though he might ſeem to have the preſcribing his own terms, 
that he would again run the nique of being duped and de- 
ceived, He looked upon the deceaſed Earl to be a man of 

reat abilities; he looked upon it that the family of the noble 
Fart were intitled to a provifion from the public, on account 
of his ſervices ; but independent of thoſe talents and ſervices, 
he looked him to be liable to infirmities in common 
with the reſt of his ſpecies; it was indeed the common fate 
of mankind, that great parts had frequently a portion of 
error blended with them. With regard to the low ftate of 
the public finances, he ſaid, he little expected to have heard 
any thing urged on that head by the avowed friends and con- 
ſtant ſupporters of adminiſtration. Beſides, the objectiou 
might be done away with the greateſt facility, and without 
furniſhing a fingle pretence for complaint. Let, ſaid his 
Grace, he 4oool. a year to be granted by the preſent bill, 
be taken out of the wardenſnhiꝑ of the Cinque Ports, a ſine- 


cure of Fool. per annum, formerly worth no more than 


1500l. a year, but ſwelled to that enormous ſum to oblige 
the old Duke of Dorſet, and continued ſo ever ſince. Or if 
the miniſter's merit for loſing America was ſuch that he 
ought not have a leſs ſinecure place than this, let the pro- 
poſed annuity be deducted from the perquiſites, the enor- 


maus perquifites, of the auditor of the exchequer, a * 
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of 20,000]. per annum, for doing nothing, or next to no- | 
thing, for ſigning his name barely about fix times a year, 

Earl of Shelburne cloſed the debate. He agreed with the Earl of 
noble Duke who ſpoke laſt, that this was no time for men Sbellurne. 
who had any regard for their characters or peace of mind, to 
traſt themſelves into difficult fituations ; as beſides the na- 
tural difficulties to be encountered or ſurmounted, many were 
to-be feared, and few or none to be truſted, With regard to 
the late Earl's, having been duped and deceived, the charge 
was true; but he begged the noble Duke to conſider, that the 
Earl had made the beſt attonement, a full and frank confef- | 
fon of his having been ſo duped and deceived : his Lordſhip © | | 
added, that few men, if any, were ſo truly careful and fo _— ; 
ſucceſsfully cautious as not to have been once duped in their 
life time. He would, for the noble Duke, as well as for 
himſelf, expreſs an earneſt wiſh, that neither of them might 
iereafter have occafion to confeſs, that they had been d 
ad deceived into office; and that when they fhould be no 
nore, there might be as good ground for praife, and as little 
ſcope for cenſure, as ther2 was in the cafe of the late Earl of 
Chatham, 

The queſtion was put, and the Houſe divided. Contents 
u, non contents. 11. 

D:fentient, | | | 

Firſt, Becauſe we cannot agree to ſuch an unwarrantable 
aviſhing away of the public money, at a time when the na- 
ton groans under a heavy load of debts, and is engaged in a 
Gngerous and expentiye: war. | A 

Secondly, Becauſe we fear that this act may in after times 
de made ute of as a precedent for factious purpoſes, and to 
de enriching of private families at the public expence, 

7 | BATHURST, 
_ Crranwpos, 

AB, YORK, | 

Earl of Devby 'thery reſumed the buſineſs, relative to the Earl of 
hratoga affair. Ho acknowledged, it was now too late in Pere. 
be ſeaſon to go into the queſtion at large, nevertheleſs 
bought it extremely proper, that min5ſters ſhould acquaint 
he Houſe and the nation with the difficulties which ob- 
lructed the faithful perſormance of the eonvention; becauſe, 
wth a regard for tis gallant men now priſoners in America, 
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e well as public fairh;- made it neceffary. That as miniſters 
N decliaed to do aa thing in it, Parliament ſhould be 0. 


quainted 


tion. 


Lord - 


Earl of 
Derby. 


Earl of 
Effingham. 


 asan act of duty, and they particularly owed it to n 
1 " | | | | £ E ut 


juſt at the eve of a prorogation, when Parliament propoſed 


they produced, they would break in upon the intended pro- 
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quainted with the nature and extent of the impediments, id 
order that it might be enabled to point out the ſpeedieſt and 
moſt effectual means of removing them. His Lordſhip, af- 
ter a few words to the ſame purport, made the following mo- 
« That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that 
he be graciouſly pleaſed to give order to be laid before that 
Houſe, previous to their prorogation, all information that 
has been received, relating to the detention of the army now 
in America, ſubje& to the conditions of the convention 
figned at Saratoga. | „ 
Lord Weymouth ſaid, there was no blame imputed to any 
perſon reſpecting that affair; the only objection he had to 
the motion was, becauſe it appeared to him extremely ill timed, 


— e e ny we 


— 


to ſit but one day longer. As to the papers, if moved for in 
time, he would have not had the leaſt objection to comply 
with the motion made by the noble Earl; nor could he give 
a ſpecific anſwer, upon bare recollection, as to their con- 
tents. On the whole, therefore, conſidering that he could 
neither carry the ſubſtance of them in his mind, and that were 


8 2 


tion, he would recommend to his Lordſhip to withdraw 
his motion; otherwiſe, he would find himſelf obliged to move 


the previous queſtion, which he rather wiſhed to avoid. 


Earl of Derby told his Lordſhip, that he ought to balance TE 
the neceſſity of the motion againſt the inconveniency of ſit- ¶ pe 
ting a few days longer; that even in point of good policy, 
as well as humanity, miniſters ſhould conſider what material j , 
ſervice ſo brave and well diſciplined a corps of veterans might, ¶ c 1 
if 23 be able to render their country at this important 01 
AWA 
Earl of Effinghant ſupported the motion, and the proprictyMl - 
of complying with it, on the ground laſt mentioned by the a, 
noble Earl. He agreed with the noble Viſcount who moved, 
the previous queſtion, that there was no .corfipelling the 
Congreſs to perform the convention on their part; as weſW, 1 
had proved by fatal experience, that we were not able to fee 
compel them to do any thing; nevertheleſs, it was neceflaryiſ ; 1. 
that Parliament: ſhould be informed what-was the matter of 
difference, when it:aroſe; and how beſt it might be remedied 
Parliament were called upon to interfere, fince miniſters had 
declined any ſteps on their part; they oed it to the nation 


- 
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but unfortunate men who were ſuffering the moſt mortifying 
and painful chagrin, by being rendered unſerviceable to the 
ſtate, and left neglected in-the hands of an enemy, who far 
ſeveral reaſons could not be ſuppoted to have any other feel- 
ing _ regard for them but what the mere rules of war pre- 

Duke of Richmond remarked, it was ſomewhat extraordi- Duke of 
nary, that the noble Viſcount had paid ſo little attention to Richmond. 
an affair, in his opinion, of fo great conſequence, as not to 
be able to reeolle& any part of the contents of the papers, 
which, if he peformed his duty, he muſt have peruſed, nor 
of courſe give the leaſt tittle of information to their Lord- 
ſhips on the ſubjett. Such a conduct, he ſaid, merited cen- 
ſure. The noble Viſcount peruſed the papers, or he did 
not. If he did, and witheld information from the Houſe, 
it was an act of great diſreſpett; if he had not peraſed them, 
which he could hardly think, his Lordſhip was guilty of a 
rery inexcuſable piece of neglect. As to the prorogation 
ſpoken of by the noble Viſcount, he hoped that miniſteys 
would think better of it, and conſider how dangefous it might 
be to prorogue Parliament at ſo critical a feafon, When it was 
not only poſſible, but probable, their advice might be want- 
mg, which could not be obtained until the end of forty days 
after iſſuing the proclamarion for calling it together. 

Earl of Denbigh infiſted, that the noble 'V r{coutit had no Earl of 
right to anſwer queſtions put to him by any individuał Lord. Penbixb. 
If it was the ſenſe of the Houſe," that the queſtion put ſhould 
be anſwered, it would be time enough for the noble Lord to 
communicate what he knew, and not till then; therefore his 
Lordſhip might have peruſed the papers, and recoflekted the 
ſubſtance of them, and yet be fully juſtified in refuſing to 
comply with the application now made, and he hoped he 
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the Duke of 
noble Viſcount's reaſons 555 | 
| objection to one he intended to 
ſubmit to their Lordſhips conſideration, it ſhould not pre- 
rent him from proceedivg ;. becauſe, give the objeftion its 
full weight, it amounted only to an argument of conveni- 
ence, and could never ſtand in competition with the welfare 
ud ſafety of the ſtate. The noble Viſcount ſpoke of a clauſe 
Vor. IX, ERS |» eos M in 


uniform conduct o 


tended motion, which was, that fuppoſing ieee 
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in an act of Parliament, which impowered his Majeſty to 
ſummon the Parliament in fourteen days. He would not 
contend about the real powers veſted in the crown by that 
act; but at a period of ſo much danger and difficulty, he was 
ready to prove that it would be extremely improper to truſt to 
any ſummons, however ſhort, when the aſſiſtance of Parlia- 
ment, upon any cw ay be it ever ſo ſudden, could be 
inſured by continuing the ſeſſion by ſhort adjournments. 

His Grace affirmed, that an invaſion of this country by 
France, was meditating ; that the formidable armaments go- 
ing on at that inſtant in their ports, docks, and nayal arſenals, 
portended nothing leſs; that Spain was equally buſy in war- 
like preparation; and, that powerful armies and encampments 
were ſtationed on the coaſts of the channel, oppoſite England, 
Theſe were inequivocal proofs of what we had reaſon to ex- 
pect, at leaſt what it was neceſſary we ſhould provide againſt; 
they were not appearances of a defenſive, but an offenſive war, 
Indeed, miniſters themſelves, by their conduct, within a few 
days, had amply confirmed what he had now thrown out; 
the alarm-bell was rung by them; its ſound had already 
reached the moſt diſtant part of the three kingdoms ; it was 
Kill tinkling in his ears. A general embargo had been laid by 
the joint advice of thoſe very miniſters, who, by the language 
of the noble Viſcount, ſeemed determined to proceed in the 


_ . ſame ruinous career, which produced all our former misfor- 
tunes, and preſent calamities; and by a prorogation of Par- 


liament, to deſpiſe its aſſiſtance or advice. E 
His Grace exhorted their Lordſhips, to pay this alarum- 
bell a due attention, as they might depend upon it, from the 
) f miniſters ſince the commencement of the 
preſent pr, odd they would never have ſounded it, 
if not urged by motives of dire neceſſity. He hoped, there- 
fore, that their Lordſhips would not ſuffer it to ring in 
vain,---No. inſtance, he contended, was known, when an 
embargo was laid, ſuch as that of Saturday laſt, but on the 
dreaded approach of an immediate invaſion; and befides the 
eneral reaſons. for the propriety. of ſuch, an apprehenſion, 
ated by him on his rifing, he had no doubt, but the King's 


fſervants had good private and particular reaſons to fear that 


an invaſion was at hand. If ſo, he ſubmitted to their Lord- 
Thips? confideration, how extremely neceffary it would be to 
have Parliament fitting, in caſe of ſo momentous an event.“ 
Before he Clofed the matter of neceflity; he ſaid, he could not 
Avoid throwing in an additional reaſon in ſupport of his in. 


$4 111 af, 
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be diſperſed, at the time a foreign enemy ſhould land, who 
could the people look to for aſſiſtance and protection? Not 
ſurely to a ſet of men, who in every inſtance in which they 


is WF had been truſted, had miſled both parliament and nation, and 
o Wl betrayed a total incapacity, in every meaſure they planned--- 
-in every meaſure they attempted to carry into execution. 
e As he had mentioned the naval preparations going forward 
in the ports of France and Spain, he thought it neceſſary to 
gay a few words on that part of his ſubject ; as well to point 
- out what had been done by thoſe powers, as to remind their 
s, WH Lordſhips what had been omitted on our part.---As ſoon as 
r- WH France had finally determined to interfere in the diſpute be- 
ts WJ tween this country and her colonies, which was ſeveral months 
d. before ſhe entered into any direct treaty with them; ſhe 


| wiſely turned her whole attention to her marine; and he was 
warranted in affirming, put it in ſuch a condition, as the pre- 
ſent miniſters were totally ignorant of, and very few people 


aware of. Vet, even active as France and Spain were, if our 
t; WH navy had been properly attended to; if the enormous ſums 
ly WH voted by Parliament had been faithfully or judiciouſly ap- 
as WH plied ; if the noble Earl who preſides at the admiralty board, 
»y WH now over the way, had performed either his promiſes or his 
ge duty, no cauſe of the preſent national panic, on account of an 


expected invaſion, would have ever exiſted. The moſt ample 
ſupplies, in the courſe of ſeven years, had been, granted ; the 
moſt loud and frequent boaſtings had been made by the noble 
Earl, in conſequence of thoſe ſupplies ; of the flouriſhing in- 
vincible ftate of our navy; of its ſuperiority over the united 
fleets of France and Spain; but the very firſt inſtant an occa- 
fion calls for the exertion of this fictitious naval force, not 
even for . offenſive war, but mere protection, for ſafety and 
ſecurity in our dwellings and poſſeſſions, for the enjoyments 
in of our altars and fireſides, we are told, or at leaft given to 
an underſtand, that the navy is no longer the great national bul- 
he MW wark ; that we muſt have recourſe to a land force to defend 
de us: and as for Gibraltar and our diſtant dependencies, they 
n, are at once abandoned; even the noble Lord now ſtationed in 
America with his ſquadron, is devoted; for the ſame noble 
at Earl, who has boaſted ſo frequently of his having a force ſu- 
d- perior, or able at all times to cope with the united force of the 
to whole Houſe of Bourbon, has adopted a very different lan- 
-- WF guage; he has acknowledged, that it was not prudent to de- 
ot tach, at the time it was preſſed by a noble Duke near me, 
n. [Richmond] in order to watch, the motions of D'Eftaing, whe- 
ag ther meant to be directed againſt our fortreſſes in the Mediter- 
„ mm 2 ranean, 
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ranean, or our fleets in America. His Grace next pointed in 
particular to the want of frigates, which he ſaſd were the 

Treat ſoul of maritime war; both in cruifes againſt the enemy, 


för the protection of commerce, and in forwarding and faci- 


Ifrating the operations of large ſquadrons. He contraſted the 
diſtribution of our fleet at prefent, with what it was in the 
years 1743; 5, 6; at which feveral periods, idvaſtons from 
France were threatened in favour of the Pretender. The at- 
tempt in 1743, was when the Pretender and Marſhal Saxe 
were at Dunkirk: He faid then, the wiſeſt precautions were 
taken; the fhores were lined: with frigates, in order to give 
notice of the enemy's approach z and were fo judiciouſly ſta- 
rioned acres the channel, that it was impoſſible for any fleet 
to come up the channel, without Sir John Norris being ap- 
priſed of it; who, ſtationed in the Downs to watch the 
intended debarkation at Dunkirk, had it-in his power to pre- 
vent it; or upon the appearance of the grand French fleet, to 
attack it, before it could join the force in Dunkirk road. 
Such was the diſtribution of the force in 1745 and 6, when 
Admiral Vernon commanded in the channel, which compelled 
the enemy to a choice of forbearing to invade, or of coming 
to a general engagement. What, ſaid his Grace, is your 
line of battle now? You have none. Your line of battle 
ſhips, at the end of almoſt two months, are not yet ready to 
put to ſea; and if they were, have you any frigates? Even 
on paper, the grand fleet, as it is called, under Admiral Kep- 
pel, amounts to no more than twenty-one ſhips of the line, 
befides the ſquadron of twelve more under Admiral Byron. 


Is this à force equal to that which France alone is able at this 


inſtant to meet you in the ocean or channel with ? I contend 
it is nöt. If then Spain ſhould become a party in the quar- 
rel, what has this country to depend on? Nothing but mere 
chance remains to protect her. We are, my Lords, brought 
into this melancholy predicament by the miſconduct of mini- 
ſters: if we do not detach, our dependencies are at the mercy 
of our enemies; if we ſhould; our coaſts muſt lie open to the 
attacks of the firſt invader, Even, if we ſhould not weaken 
ſhips of the line; where are your frigates, which will be nc- 
ae for the ſervice I have Mrezdy mentioned ? I am told, 
the whole number is no more than three for the purpoſe of 
gaining intelligence of the ſttength and motions of the enemy, 
and for ſpreading the alarm on their approacg. | 

My Lords, when T expreſs my entire diſapprobation of the 
diſttibation of the fleet in the Channel, 1 do not mean to 


as 
* 


inſinuate 
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inſinuate the moſt diſtant degree of cenſure; on the conduct of 
the gallant officer to whom! the command! of it has been in- 
truſted. I am convinced that that able ſeaman does not act 
upon his own judgment. I am fully perſuaded that, if it 
were left to him, it would have been ordered in another man- 
ner. The want of a profeffional man, my Lords, is the great 
eauſe of the preſent ruinous ſtate of our naval affairs; ner 
will it ever be otherwiſe, till men regularly bred to tlie 
profeſſion are called to preſide over them. No man 
but a ſeaman is fit to prefide at the admiralty board; par- 
ticularly in times of difficulty and danger; men verſed in 
che practical as well as the theoretical part of the buſineſt; a 
full, clear, and regular knowledge of the profeſfion in all its 
parts, both on ſea ' and on ſhore. Such were the men at the 
periods juſt alluded to; fuch were Wager, Norris, Vernon, 
and Anſon, who either preſided in perſon, or adviſed thoſe 
who did prefide. Is that the caſe now > Was the noble Earl 
over the way [ Briſtol} or the able officer intruſted with the 
command of the fleet on Channel ſervice, conſulted ? No: 
the ſame 1gnorance, the ſame blunders, the ſame incapacity, 
in ſhort, every thing which can lead to error, deluſion, and 
national ruin; every meaſure productive of defeat and diſ- 
grace, have governed the fatal ſyſtem, which hath, for ſome 
years back, been adopted in the naval councils of this devoted 
country. | 3 3 
His Grace moved, That an humble addreſs be preſented 
to his Majeſty, humbly to repreſent to his Majeſty the ver 
alarming ſtate of theſe kingdoms, which we fear will be muc 
increaſed by 3 of Parliament at ſo critical a time, 
whereby his Majeſty would be deprived of that natural and 
conſtitutional adyice he might find neceſſary on any emer- 
gency to require from his Parliament, at a time when the 
whole legiſlative authority, and the united wiſdom of the 
kingdom, is, in our apprehenſion, abſolutely ncceſſary to 
ſecure us from impending dangers, moſt humbly: to implore 
his Majeſty, that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to defer the 
prorogation of the Parliament until the preſent very dange- 


rous criſis may be happily terminated.” 5 4 
Lord Viſcount Yeymouth ſaid he roſe to oppoſe the mo- Lord . 
tion, upon the ſame ground he had oppoſed that made by the mouth. © 
noble Earl over the way [Derby]; and alluded to an expreſ- | 
fion of his Grace, made uſe of on opening his motion, which 
was, that of its meeting a ſimilar fate with the former, that of 

meeting its fate by the previous queſtion, or his having very 
1 | little 
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luttle expeQation of carrying it, for he could not pretend to 
recollect the expreſſion exactly. Be that as it may, he was of 
opinion, that the two motions ſtood __ nearly on the ſame 

round; and in giving his reaſons of diſſent to the preſent, 
ſhould recur chiefly to his formet arguments; which were, 
that Parliament, after ſo long and arduous: an attendance, 
required a receſs; and if the neceſſity for the advice of Par- 
liament were ſuch as had been ſtated by the noble Duke, the 


clauſe inſerted in the Militia Bill, in the winter ſeſſion 1775, 


provided a remedy, without putting Parliament to the diſ- 
agreeable inconvenience of attending in town during the whole 
ſummer; not to tranſact buſineſs ; not to fulfil a duty te- 
quired of them; but merely to wait in anxious ſuſpence, to 
ſee if any matter of parliamentary concern might ariſe, The 
purport of the clauſe was what he had before, mentioned, 
which impowers his Majeſty, in the. inſtances therein pro- 


_ vided for, to convene the Parliament in fourteen days, If, 
therefore, any emergency ſhould ariſe, which might render 


the advice of Parliament neceſſary, the clauſe provides, that 
in caſe of a rebellion in any of the dependencies of the Britiſh 
crown, or during the continuance of the preſent rebellion in 
America, the King ſhall or may aſſemble the Parliament in 
fourteen days. This clauſe, he was ſatisfied, would anſwer 


All the intended purpoſes of an adjournment ; and would, at 


the ſame time, be free from all the inconveniencies which an 
adjournment muſt be productive of. eo + 


Ile took notice, that a noble Duke [Richmond] in the laſt 


debate had obſerved, that the writs of ſummons to Parlia- 
ment, running in the ancient form, and requiring forty days 
between the writ arid return, the clauſe now alluded to, could 
not operate. This he was free to controvert ; and believed 
the contrary might be eaſily ſhewn, becauſe that was no po- 


ſitive law, but merely founded in cuſtom ; and though it 


were, he did not think he would hear it aſſerted, that it was 
not in the power of the legiſlature to alter, and of courſe to 
give a legal operation to their own intentions, expreſſed in 
the cleareſt and leaſt ambiguous terms. 5 
In ͤanſwer to that part of the noble Duke's ſpeech, who 
made the motion, which ſuppoſed, that laying on the em- 
bargo, was ſounding the national alarm to an invaſion,” he 


ceontended it was not. It was fo far from being unprece- 


dented that it Was uſual, when ſeamen were wanted. That 
was the caſe at preſent. Seamen were wanted, and an em- 


bargo was detined neceſſary, in order to forward and facilitate 


the pteſs. It was therefore to procure ſeamen,” not to ring the 
HE n alarm, 
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alarm, that the embargo was laid on. Such means were ne: 
ceſfarily reſorted to, for the ſpeedy manning of our navy, 
when various ſervices were to be provided for, and extenſive 
operations at ſea to be carried on. He did not undertake to 
anſwer for the future intentions of our enemies: Al] he could 
venture to aſſert at preſent was, that the embargo was not 
laid on, from any dread of a ſudden or immediate invaſion of 
any part of this iſland, „ eee 
Lord Camden, after a few words by way of introduction, on LA. Candes. 
the neceſſity of agreeing with the motion made by the noble 
Duke, replied to the argument of the noble Viſcount, in 
anſwer to what he had offered to the objection made by the 
noble Duke near him, [Richmond] in the preceding debate, 
reſpecting the writs of ſummons to Parliament being always 
returnable in forty days, when called together for the diſpatch 
of buſineſs. The noble Viſcount does not deny the exiſtence 
of the law; nor does he pretend to point out a ſingle inſtance 
in which it has been departed from; but the nobſe Viſcount 
ſays, there is a law for one as well as the other. My Lords, 
one is the law of Parliament, founded in the conſtitution; 
law, give me leave to ſay, that is of the very eſſence of Par- 
liament itſelf; and more binding and obligatory than any 
act of the legiſlature can be; becauſe it is the ver baſis and 
ground- work of their aſſembling for any purpoſe. But taking 
the noble Lord's argument ſimply, as his Lordſhip has ſtated 
it, let us try it by the eſtabliſhed rules of legal conſtruction. 
Is the law or uſage of forty days notice repealed by the clauſe 
alluded to, or by any other clauſe contained in the act? No 
ſuch thing is pretended. - Does the clauſe: make any proviſion 
for altering the writ of ſummons from forty to fourteen days? 
Not that neither. All the, clauſe ſays, is what the noble 
| Viſcount has ſtated; that in ſuch and ſuch” caſes the King 
may convene the Parliament in feurteen days. Will any 
noble Lord preſent undertake to ſay, that there is at preſent a 
rebellion ſubſiſting in America, or in any of the dependencies 
of the Britiſh crown; or ſuppoſe he ſhould hazard the affers 
tion, will he ſay, that the ancient mode of aſſembling Parlia- 
ments; a mode, I am ready to contend, coeval with the con- 
ſtitution, ſhall be at once annihilated by a paſſing clauſe in an . 
act of the legiſlature, not at all directed to the regulating the EO 
mode and manner of holding of Parliaments, or connected 4 
with any of its ſpecial powers or privileges? Should fuch'a 
doctrine prevail, there is not any other power or privilege of 
Parliament which might not be undermined or taken away in 
the ſame way. The doctrine was dangerous, was unconſti- 2 
81 | Can, tutional, © 
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N he id, and could not, he would venture to prove, 
be fairly maintained. in argument, upon an principle of found 
policy, or legal cpnftruttian, The fact did noc maintain tho 
explanation ; and if it did, would the clauſe uphold the in- 


kerpretstinn put upon it? His Lordibip next proceeded to 


great danger of aſſembling Parliament under the 
the fally of wantonly doing ſo, When the preſent 
motion would anſwer all the ends propoſed to be effected by 


350 et 3 after: which he entered into an but maſterly 


W of the zeal Rate of public affairs. 
ip reminded the Houſe, that the 8 which 


| wire. — ta every day, had been litarally foretold from 


chat de of the Houle, and had been day after day pony, 
and, almoſt dined into the ears of adminiſtration. The de- 


gas of France were delineated in detail; their intereſts were 


Gated, as the ground of thoſe defigns, Miniſters were told, 
that it was the moſt fortunate circumitance that could poſſbly 
happen to France, that miſunderſtandings ſhould- take place 
between this cauntry and her American Colonies ; that thoſe 
miſunderſtandiags ſhould produce a civil war; that a civil 
war ſhould produce a ſeparation; and that in the very inſtant, 
when Britain had loft one third of her dominions, and ſhould 
de exhauſted of men and money, that then would be the time 
2 France to take advantage of our weaknefs, and wreak her 
on this devoted country. Was there a ſyllable, 
. had been urged on this ſubject, which did not turn out 
literally true? Did not France, by the moſt ſeeming friendly 
aſſarances, encourage miaiſters to carry their plans of deſpo- 
tiſm, and unconditional, ſubmiſſion, into execution ? Did 


they pot, as ſoon as they found miniſters engaged in the im- 


provident, imprafticable, and unconſtitutional ſeheme of 
nr by force of arms, give ſecret aſſiſtance 
toAmerica'? Did not they ſtill continue the ſame. friendly 
aflurances-to encourage us to ſend our whole naval and mili- 
tary force beyond the Atlantic, fo as to render ourſelves in a 
mannec-/totally defenceleſs at home? and as ſoon as we had 
fatally done ſo, at once ceaſe to diſſemble, and openly league 
themſelves with our own ſubjects? And do they not now, in 
een with Spain, meditate our deſtruction? 

His Lordſhip lamented the ſame-faral credulity, which now 
fubſiſts.in reſpe&.of Spain, which eauſed all our pteſent ca- 
lamities in depending upon the aſfurances of France. Spain 
was armed g and miniſters, I doubt not, will tell me, What 
of that? We continue to receive the fulleſt aſſurances from 
1 of a determined amicable RT 1f Spain was 

4 really 
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really ſincere, why arm? Why are her ports and arfenals 
full of ſhips of war, ready to proceed to fea, or preparing 
with all poſſible expedition for it? What is the reaſon that 


twenty-three ſhips of the line now ride in Cadiz Bay? Is all 


this preparation and great expence undertaken for nothing? 


Such an idea can only be founded in the moſt manifeſt ab- 


ſurdity. 'Fhe facts ſpeak for themſelves; they ſuperſede all 
aſſurances. Such an armament, and ſuch a general prepara- 
tion, is a tacit declaration of her ſentiments. Independent of 
any public or private engagement ſhe may have entered into 
with France, it imports juft this: as foon as hoſtilities are 
commenced between you and France, we mean to take part 
| with the Jatter; it is the language of common ſenſe, of ex- 
perience : if not, why arm now, more than at any other pe- 
riod fince the concluſion of the late peace ?---Minifters, 
knowing this, ſhould have peremptorily inſiſted upon ſome- 
thing elſe, deſides bare aſſurances; they ſhould have inſiſted 
upon a teſt from Spain of the truth of thoſe aſſurances; th 

teſt I mean, a putting a ſtop to all their armaments; and i 

Spain refuſed, miniſters ſhould have compelled them to juſ- 
tice, by intereepting the flota. The poſſeſfion of that treaſure 
would have been a proper puniſhment for their perfidy; would 
have been a pledge for their future conduct; and if they then 
refuſed to give the only ſolid proof of their real ſpecific inten- 
tions, it would enable us to carry on à neceſſary war againſt 
the joint efforts of our natural and perfidious enemies. It is 
true, it may be objected that ſuch a conduct on our part, 
might be deemed a breach of the law of nations, that of at- 
tacking a nation unprovoked, in a time of profound peace. 
That difficulty might be eaſily got over; a declaration of war 


might aceompany the blow, and the refuſal to diſarm, at ſo 


critical a conjuncture, might be pleaded as a motive equally 


founded in juſtice, found policy, and 3 for compel- 
ti 


ling a ſeeret enemy to declare, what her inability and preſent 
convenience only prompted her to conceal. _ 


The Lord Chancellor came to his place from the woolſack, Lord Men- 
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to reply to the diſtinction made by the learned Lord who cetbor. 


ſpoke laſt, between PL days notice in the writs of fum- 
ommon law, and the probable opera- 
tion in the Clauſe in the ſtatute, which empowers the Crown 
to aſſemble the Parliament in fourteen days. He believed the 
learned Lord's conſtruction of the law was perfectly right, 
that the writ in point of Jaw would ſuperſede the intent of the 
clauſe on ordinary occafions; but although no man was 
readier to ſupport the conſtitution in genera), or the parlia- 


mons according to the 
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mentary. conſtitution in particular, he would, in a caſe of 
emergency, ſuch as the preſervation of the ſtate, [diſpenſe 
with torms however ſacred ; becauſe ſuch emergencies ſup- 
poſed a caſe of neceſſity, in which the very eſſence, as well as 
forms of the conftitution, were at ſtake, As to the exiſtence 
of a rebellion in America, the condition on which the clauſe 
was to take effect, he preſumed few of their Lordſhips doubted 
of it; and if during a prorogation any ſudden emergency 
ſhould” ariſe, he preſumed that neither the right nor expe- 
diency of calling the Parliament together at fourteen days 
notice, would be imputed. to any of thoſe who ſhould adviſe 
fuch a*meaſure, as criminal or illegal. On the other hand, 
ſhould an adjournment take place, probably there would be a 
very indifferent attendance. Many other. - inconveniences 
would follow from an adjournment: bills brought-in and 
either withdrawn, negatived, or altered, could not be re- 
ceived; the adjournment being a continuance of the ſame 
ſeſſion. In fine, the power in the clauſe alluded to, would 
anſwer all the purpoſes of an adjournment, and would be 
liable to none of the objections which he had mentioned. 
Earl of Sbel- Earl of Shelburne ſaid, if no other reaſon. exiſted for agree- 
#urne. > * . 5 : 5 > „* 
ing with the motion, it would convince foreigners that Par- 
liament and the nation at large had been rouzed to a proper 
ſenſe of their danger. It would ſhew that the people were 
united; that they were determined to defend and protect the 
Crown with their lives and fortunes; and that they were re- 
ſolved no longer to depend upon miniſters, whoſe ignorance 
and incapacity was. what encouraged our enemies, and fur- 
niſhed them with the means hitherto of rendering themſelves 
formidable to this country. His Lordſhip next pointed to 
the ſtate of our home and diſtant defence. He ſaid, at preſent 
there were but twelve battalions of infantry in Great-Pritain, 
which, with the cavalry, did not-amount to above nine thou- 
ſand men, independent of the guards, which Was a force 
ſmall enough to defend the perſon of the King. This he did 
not think a force by any means adequate to the defence of the 
kingdom, for though much might in time be expected from 
the militia, in the event of a ſudden invaſion, they could not 
be expected to make head againſt a numerous veteran army. 
In ſuch a caſe, which was far from being improbable, what 
was to be done? Certainly if our navy was inferior to that of 
our enemies, a landing of a numerous foreign army mult be 
the conſequence; in which caſe the metropolis muſt be aban- 
doned ; for ſuch a military force as that deſcribed, with the 
aid of a raw undiſciplined militia, would never be 7 0 y 
e 3 e. 
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defend the metropolis, and protect the whole kingdom. The 
metropolis muſt fall] a moſt melancholy hearing. Scotland 
muſt be left to defend itſelf; he believed there was little dan- 
r of an enemy facing that way; then if in the interim in- 
ſurrections ſhould ariſe, and that Ireland, already ripe for 
revolt, ſhould rebel; how was it pofible that this devoted 
nation could ſtand againſt ſuch a combination of dreadful cir- 
cumſtances? Here his Lordſhip took an opportunity to con- 
demn adminiſtration for their impolitic and abſurd conduct, 
in relation to Ireland and the people of Lancaſhire, Briſtol, 
&c. in which they conveyed to the world an exact picture of 
themſelves, that of diſpleaſing both parties, without benefit- 
ing either. He warned miniſters, he ſaid, early, not to 
make a fruitleſs attempt to looſe the ſhackles of the Triſh only 
to gall them the more, and remind them of their ſufferings. 
W hatever was done, ſhould have been maturely conſidered 
upon a large and liberal ſcale, and for the advantage of the 
whole. On the contrary, adminiſtration had diſobliged their 
beſt friends, the inhabitants of the loyal towns of Manchefter 
and Liverpool ; and for what purpoſe? To throw Ireland into 
rebellion. He had no political correſpondence with any per- 
ſon in that kingdom, though he had on his private affairs ; 
and by the lateſt accounts received from thence, he was in- 
formed that the people had entered into an aſſociation to pur- 
chaſe no more Britiſh goods, at leaſt none manufactured in. 
Mancheſter, or its neighbourhood ; and it was expected that 
the mob would daily break into the ſhops and warehouſes, and. 
cut, burn, and deſtroy all the commodities of the growth or 
manufacture of this kingdom. 5 TY | 
His Lordſhip next proceeded to take a view of our depen- 
dencies. The naval defence of thoſe, he obſerved, was given 
up; in that reſpect, they were left to ſhift for themſelves. 
How was Gibraltar? Why, effective and non- effective, the 
garriſon of that fortreſs did not amount to 4000 men; and 
though two regiments with the governor, and a draft from 
the artillery, had been at Portſmouth for ſeveral weeks, yet. 
they had not ſailed ; and what rendered this ſhameful neglect 
the more inexcuſable was, that he perceived by the papers on 
the table, relative to the equipment of the Toulon, ſquadron, 
that miniſters had a regular, correct, and continued account 
of the armament going on at that port from the 3d of January, 
till the 5th of May, notwithſtanding which no one ſtep, till 


rery lately, had been taken to ſtrengthen that important for- 


tels, nor had the reinforcement, as yet, left St. Helen's. 
hie then deſcribed the defenceleſs and naked ſtate of our Weſt- 
FRE, Nun 2 2 85 India 
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PARLIAMENTARY A, 1718, 

India iſlands, and the criminal negle& in not either aug. 
menting the force under General Howe, ſo as to enable him 
to maintain his ground, if that was what was intended, or 
recalling, and fending him to thoſe parts of America which 
we ſtil] poſſeſs, either there to act on the offenſive or defen- 
ſive, as opportunity might ſerve. If, on the other hand, 
America fhould be inclined to come to terms, and that to give 
credit and ſtrength to our negotiations, the troops under Ge- 
neral Howe might be ſent to Hallifax to defend Nova Scotia, 
and ſtrengthen the ſmall force under General Carleton. But 
if none of theſe plans were thought proper, why not ſend rein- 
forcements from hence to defend Canada and Nova Scotia? 
for while we retained thoſe, he ſhould never think America 
was entirely loſt; he knew a commercial union between 
Great-Britam and her Colonies would be for the advantage of 
both; and be had no doubt, if the proper ſteps had been 
timely taken, early in the preſent year, but ſuch an union 
might have been effeted, F 

His Lordſhip anſwered the Lord Chancellor, on his reſting 
the propriety of the prorogation in preference to an 'adjourn- 
ment, on the point of a preſumed neceſſity; why not put the 
matter of neceſſity quite out of the queſtion by an adjourn- 
ment, and not lay a ground for a neceffity, to evade the an- 
cient law, and break in on the conſtitution of Parliament, on 
account of a neceſſity wantonly created? 555. 20 
His Lordſhip talked ſome time on the new honours and 
diftin ions about to be heaped on the undoers of their coun- 
try, and obſerved, it was in ftriQ-conformity to the policy of 
that ruinous court-ſyſtem, which laviſhed the rewards due 
only to virtue and public merit, on the moſt worthleſs and 
ſervile, in order to encourage others to tread in the ſame ip- 
noble ſteps, to rife by the fame unprincipled arts of ſervilit 
and corruption, left, as his Lordſhip ludicrouſly remark 


the breed of the true court-ſpaniel ſhould become ęextinct, 


His Lordfhip next ſpoke of the American Tories, who he 
ſaid might be claſſed under three deſcriptions, thoſe who ated 
from principle, thoſe who being miſled, or having views of 
their own, affociated as the friends of government, and thoſe 
of -profligate lives and deſperate fortunes, who deceived, in- 
flamed, and wifled government for motives the moft baſe and 
diabolicdl. He thould leave the two latter to their fortunes 


and deferts, and only confider ſuch of the people of America 


as took 2 part in defence and maintenance of the rights of this 


country upon principle. Thoſe men were of all the prople 
Jͥͤ Re RT 
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on earth, moſt to be commiſerated. They lay at the merey | 


of their enemies and perſecutors ; their eſtates were conſiſ- 


cated ; their perſons baniſhed or impriſoned, or their families 


left to famiſh; yet thoſe unhappy men were abandoned to 
their fate; and if at a future time, any occaſion ſhould occur, 
either in America or elſewhere, for the aſſiſtance of the loyal 
part of our ſubjects, the fate of the loyal, brave, and honeſt 
Americans, who were ſacrificed by Britiſh perfidy, would 
ſuffic iently deter any man from truſting to Britiſh promiſes of 
ſecurity and protection. V 
His Lordſhip ſpoke of the hidden: over- ruling influence 
which ſurtounded the throne; and whence all thoſe baleful 
meaſures, he ſaid, proceeded, Thence was their encourage- 
ment, inſtructions, and rewards; and to that ſource the peo- 
ple in the day of difficulty would look for ſatisfaction and re- 
dreſs, and demand juſtice on thoſe who had been the cauſe of 


- 


their ruin. 


Earl of Briſtol, My Lords, I really did not intend to vant of 
trouble your Lordſhips ſo late at night, after what I had B.. 


heard fall fo aptly by the noble Lord near me, in ſupport of 
the motion made by the noble Duke : but, my Lords, late 
as it is, I ſhould think myſelf unpardonable to go away with- 
out expreſſing my approbation of the motion, by which 1 
am ſure I ſhall prove that duty, attachment, and affection 
to his Majeſty which I owe him, and which no man in his 
kingdom has a higher reſpect for. I owe it to my country 


in the diftreſsful fituation jt is in to ſupport a motion ſo con- 
ſiſtent with the wiſh of every lover of his country: but, my 


Lords, I muſt alſo expreſs my iſe, that after the noble 
Duke had ſo manifeſtly ſhewn, that the alarming ſtate we 
were reduced to, was in great meaſure owing to the ſituation 
and management of our fleet, that the noble Lord-whom I 
have in my eye, and who ſuperintends the remains of our 
once flouriſhing navy, has not 2 to ſay one fingle 
word. Surely, my Lords, it muſt be alarming, when we 
7 ſo lately heard in this ous, Greer the 0 of 2 
which, till this unhappy period, had given law to all Eu- 
rope, is now 10 ne =&f, that, however neceſſary it might 
be, it would not be prudent in this moment to detach from 
it; an avowal as ſhameful to him who made it, as it is pre- 
judicial to the nation, and injurious to the honour of the 
crown. And although the collective force of this remaining 
fleet has been.for ſeveral months repeatedly {aid to be in rea- 
dineſs for ſervice, yet it has been ſo inactive, and kept in ſuch 


a fitua- 
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a ſituation, that I muſt lament the brave admiral who is at 
the head of a ſquadron of that fleet, not having the command 
of the whole ſnips in England, by which means his hands are 
ried from the proper diſtribution: he would otherwiſe make 
of them, and which might be a greater ſecurity for our coaſts. 


My Lords, it is but laſt week that thoſe ſhips under Admi- 


ral Keppel were ready to drop down even to St. Helen's, and 
I believe the Victory has not been ready, in ſpite of all the 
diligence that could be uſed, to go down till Saturday laft, 
My Lords, the failing of the Toulon fleet ever ſince the 1th 
of April, the ignorance of their deftination, and the conſe- 
quences that may enſue from that armament, and our total 
want of intelligence which way they are gone, is very alarm- 
ing. My Lords, I have a letter in my pocket, which I 
ſhewed a noble Lord in high office, whom J ſec in his place, 
which proves that fleet to have been the 7th of May between 
Gibraltar and Malaga, being met by a Swede ſhip gone into 
Alicant the ch. I have therefore reaſon to believe, that the 
accounts I have ſeen in another letter, that the Toulon fleet 


muſt have paſſed the ſtreights the gth. My Lords, what is 


then become of dur iſlands? Is not that alarming ? What 
is become of that fleet of four or five line of battle ſhips, and 
all our frigates under that brave officer Lord Howe, with 
fourteen or fifteen thouſand feamen that are there, the flower 
of our fleet, ſo much wanted now? And if hey fall, what 
1s to become of our army in America'? Is not this alarming, 
my Lords? And is this ſituation not ſuch as to require our 
wiſhes, that the great hereditary council of this nation, the 
guardian of the people, ſhould be kept together, and ready 


to prove by this ſtep, to the whole 8 and to all Eu- 


rope, that we mean, we wiſh, and hold ourſelves ready at a 


moment's notice, to ſupport his Majeſty with our advice, as 


well as our lives and fortunes. TS 5 
My Lords, I myft fay it is no leſs alarming, that after all 
the expence the publie has been at for our navy, that in ſo 


Jong a time we have not been able to collect ſhips enough to 


anſwer every purpoſe, which it is impoſſible the preſent num- 
ber now in the Channel can do: and, my Lords, where is 
the remedy for all theſe evils which the adminiſtration has 
brought upon us? Surely thoſe men who have brought us in- 
to this ſituation, are not thoſe Who we thould wiſh to-adviſc 
his Majeſty ſtill in this alarming fituation ; nor in caſe this 
country ſhould be thrown into greater confuſion by any at- 
tacks which we hear talked of from France and Spain, it can 
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only be from Parliament that his Majeſty can hope for ſuch 
advice and aſſiſtance as he may find himſelf neceſſitated to 
require; and will you then by a prorogation deprive his 
Majeſty. of that advice at an hour's notice, for if, as I hear 
that the pretence is, that his' Majeſty has now authority to 
call the Parliament in fourteen days together—what is that ? 


when in fourteen hours the enemy may be on your coaſts, 


if theſe troops are all aſſembled on the coſt of France as it is 
ſaid they are, and that we have no frigates nor proper veſſels 
to obſtrutt them -: . } : 
My Lords, I truſt your Lordſhips will ſee the Tp; of 
this dutiful and moſt affectionate motion; and I do aſſure 
your Lordſhips, that could I ſee it in any other light, than 
that of manifeſting our attachment to his Majeſty's perſon, 
and our readineſs to exert ourſelves for his ſervice and ho- 
nour, I ſhould give it a negative; but as I am perſuaded it 
will prove, as I ſaid before, not only to this kingdom, but 
to all Europe, a determined reſolution to be ready at a mo- 
ment's notice to affiſt his Majeſty in every reſpect what- 
ever ſo I ſhall moſt heartily give it my concurrence. 


Earl of Sandwich ſaid, he could never fat ſtill and hear an Ear 
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1 ef 


attack made on that department he had the honour to preſide wien 


in, without vindication. 8 L 3 L T4 9 
His Lordſhip ſpoke againſt the reaſon given by the noble 

Earl for the motion; and ſaid, he was ſurpriſed that the no- 

ble Earl could ſo miſrepreſent things. That he denied he 


% 


ever ſaid we were not able to detach ſhips——that he only 


ſaid, in a former debate, that perhaps it might not be pru- 
dent to do it. That with regard to Admiral Keppel's fleet 
not being ready to ſail for St. Helen's till laſt week, they 
were now failed from St. Helen's. That the noble admi- 
ral who commands them had not his hands tied, as that no- 
ble Earl would one day know, whenever his ordets were to 
be known. That he was ſurpriſed the noble Earl's intelli- 
gence was ſo bad, as to ſay that we had ever 139 ſhips of the 
line, which the noble Earl mentioned the other day. That 
we never had that number; and that we now had ſhips 
enough, it was men we wanted, The noble Earl alſo had 
ſaid one day, that an embargo was neceſſary ; why was not 
an embargo laid? and now an embargo is laid, the noble 
Lord condemns it as a hadſhip, as improper. The noble 
Earl I allo to be a great officer, a great ſeaman, and of 
great abilities; but, my Torts, I will not give up my offi- 
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cial knowledge to. him or any fea officers whatever ; and 
to ſhew that I am as good a ſeaman as either of thoſe 
noble Lords, who ſaid the other day, that why could not 
eleven ſhips work down. the Channel as well as one, which 
was Admiral Barrington? I will tell them why; becauſe 
there muſt always be in a number a heavier failing ſhip than 
another, and the reſt muſt keep company with the worſt, 
which happened to Sir John Norris, when attempting to 
work down the Channel, his ſhips fell aboard of each other, 
and forced him to put back, and he never could get beyond 
Torbay. His Lordſhip then gave his reaſons why he ſhould 
object to the motion of addrefling the King againſt the pro- 
ation, - M2 
Earl of Briſſol roſe again, and told their Lordfhips that 
he was uſed to that noble Lord's Machiavilian policy, of en- 
deavouring to turn all his arguments into ridicule when he 
could not anſwer them; but he only defired their Lordſhips 


indulgence, to prove to them how the noble Lord [Earl of 


Sandwich] had endeavoured to miſrepreſent what he had 
ſaid, and to pervert his words to his own conſtruction. And 


firſt, my Lords (ſaid the noble Lord) as to his denial of hay- 


ing ſaid the other day, he could not detach, I appeal to the 
Houſe, whether the noble Lord did not ſay, it would not be 
prudent fo detach; and that as | find the noble Lord has 
not detatched, nor has detained Admiral Byron to join Ad- 
miral Keppel, whether I am not authoriſed to ſuppoſe, he is 
not able to detach, becauſe he has not, when it is very well 
known, the Toulon ſquadron are at ſea, and that, if left to 
themſelves unwatched, unpurſued, we have every thing to 
fear for our colonies, and for our poor frigates, and our great 


army in America, as well as our trade. Next, with regard 


to the bad information, the noble Lord at the head of the 
admiralty is pleaſed to ſay I have, and the poor intelligence, 
his Lordſhip does me — becauſe I "fe to ee 
the Houſe, that the noble Lord made uſe of the very ſame 
polite terms and werds to that great ftateſman, that great 
man, now no more | Earl of Chatham] on a fimilar attack 
from him in this very Houſe, ſo that, my Lords, it is 2 
phraſe with his Lordſhip as a thing of courſe when he cannot 
confute what is advanced. Next, my Lords, I think his 
Lordſhip faid, that I had ſaid, Admiral Keppel's hands were 
tied, and that he could not act, and how did I know that 
he could not? I deny the words; I am in the — 
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of the Houſs ; but here his Lordſhip's fallacy and his art 
of turning words prevails again. What I had ſaid was, that 
I was ſorry Admiral Keppel's hands were tied from not com- 
manding the whole fleet in England ; for, that ſo well I 
knew and truſted to the ſkill and bravery of that excellent 
officer and his officers under him, that had he the command 
of the whole fleet, there would have been a very different 
deſcription made of them, and we ſhould have had much 
leſs to havedreaded from an enemy ; for well I knew, if he 
had the good fortune to meet the French fleet, he would 
certainly beat them ; and that I muſt remind their Lord- 
ſhips of what I ſaid the other day, that I wiſhed him moſt 
ſincerely not only the command of all our fleets on float, but 
alſo on ſhore, I know no man ſo fit for it, ſo beloved by all 
the officers, ſo much wiſhed for by the public, and no one 
who would do more honour to his King and country. 
That alſo J had ſaid, the fleet was not ready till laſt week 
to go even to St. Helen's, is true; and I repeat it again: 
they were not ready, and even the Admirals own ſhip was 
not ready till Saturday laſt; and I know the fleet were this 
morning at anchor at St. Helen's, for I had juſt ſeen a noble 
Lord ho left them there at five this morning. The noble 
Lord alſo ſays, I miſrepreſented when I ſaid there were ever 
139 fail of the line. My Lords, I am aſtoniſhed at his 
Lordſhip's advancing or denying this fact in this Houſe, Let 
him look at the little claſped book I produced the other da 
here, which 1s from the navy-board, dated May 1771. Hz 
will there ſee from thence 139 ſhips of the line, 382 thips 
and frigates, bombs, &c. the grand total, And I repeat 
again, that when I came into the board of admiralty in 
1771, there were eighty-one ſhips of the line fit for ſervice, 
twenty-four under repair, ſeven foreign ones bought, beſides 
others in want of great repair. My Lords, what then is 
become of all thoſe ſhips, when the noble Earl in office 
told us there were only forty-nine in England fit for ſer- 
vice? Shameful it is to ſee the reduction of the great fleet 
of England after the ſums given to it! nor care I whe- 
ther it is the noble Lord or not; but ſo it is, there has 
been miſmanagement, miſcondut, negligence and 1gno- 
rance in this great and eſſential department; and were we 
to fit longer here, I pledge myſelf, ſome how or other to ſift 


it out. 
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My Lords, as to the embargo, I did aſk the noble Lord 


why one was not laid ; but then let me remind your Lord- 
ſhips what I faid on that head. It was that we could not 
want men, if there was an immediate neceſhty for a ſupe- 
rior number of ſhips to be immediately manned. Why did 
they not lay an embargo for that purpoſe at once ; and I do 
believe, my Lords, the noble Lord borrowed that hint, as 
well as that of ſending the fleet immediately to Torbay, 
from what J ſaid the other day. But then, my Lords, 1 
could not mean to ſtop all our trade, even foreigners that we 
could not make uſe of. This is another method of his Lord- 
wh conveying his ſenſe on others words. 

n ſhort, my Lords, I will affure the noble Lord, that 
whenever the hour 1s fairly declared, if I am not to have a 


command, I will at leaſt offer my ſervice again to his Ma- 


jeſty; and whenever able to move, if I have but an hand 
left, that ſhall be employed if my country is attacked, ſor his 
Majefty's ſervice, though I were to ſerve even as midſhipman 
again, the thing in the world they want moſt in the fleet; 
but I never will in times like theſe, no war nor no peace, 

ive my ſanction to meaſures that I declare myſelf hoſtile to, 
and which I think fo deſtructive to my country. 

Earl of Sandwich ſaid, the noble Earl's menaces ſhould 
not prevent him from doing his duty, which he was as ca- 
pable of as the noble Earl was of the buſineſs of a ſeaman, 
and if he was to judge of the noble Earl's abilities from his 


conduct as a Lord of the admiralty, he muſt think very lit- 


tle: of them, as he gave him ſcarcely any of his aſſiſtance 


whilſt he ſat ar that board. ä 
Duke of Richmond concluded the debate. His Grace took 
notice of what fell from Lord Sandwich about the inatten- 


tion of the Earl of Briſto! when at the admiralty board, His 


Grace confeſſed, it was unparliamentary to refer to former 
debates, but ſeeing that his Lordſhip did it, and that his 
doing it at preſent would fully exculpate the noble Earl 
[Brio]! even in his Lordſhip's opinion. He would there- 
fore beg leave to recur to an expreſſion of his Lordſhip's, 
which dropped from him in a very late debate, and which 
was, that he was very much obliged to the noble Earl 
[Briſtol] for the very great attention and abilities he ſhewed 


at that board. How theſe contradictions were to be recon- 


ciled, he did not know; however, he would not throw any 


particular ſtigma on the noble Lord, as he looked upon him 
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to- be as fit for the office of firſt Lord of the admiral- 
ty, as any of the King's ſervants were for their reſpective 
places, | 

The queſtion was now put, and the Houſe divided. Con- 
tents 20; Non-contents 42. | 

Hne Zo 

This day his Majeſty came to the Houſe, and put an end 

to the ſeſſion with the following ſpeech : 
My Lords and Gentlemen, King's 

After ſo long and laborious an application to the public Speech. 
buſineſs, I think tt proper at this ſeaſon of the year to give 
you ſome receſs. U come at the ſame time to retorn you my 
particular thanks for the zeal you have ſhewn in tupporting 
the honour of my crown, and for your attention to the -real 
intereſts of my ſubjects, in the wiſe, juſt, and humane laws 
which have been the reſult of your deliberations, and which, 
I hope, will be attended with the moſt ſalutary effects, ifi 
every part of the Britiſh empire. | | 

y defire to preſerve the tranquility of Europe has been 
uniform and fincere : I refleQ with great ſatisfaction that 1 
have made the faith of treaties and the law of nations the 10 
rule of my conduct, and that it has been my conſtant care 2 | 
ſ 


to give no juſt cauſe of offence to * foreign power; 
let that power by whom this tranquility ſhall be diſturbed, 
anſwer to their ſubjects and to the world for all the fatal con- | 
ſequences of war, | | | - i 

The vigour and firmneſs of my Parliament have enabled (4 
me to be prepared for ſuch events and emergencies as may = 
happen; and I truſt that the experienced valour, and diſci= it 
pline of my fleets and armies, and the loyal and united ar- i; 
dour of the nation, armed and pu Ree; | in the defence of 1 
every thing that is dear to them, will be able, under the pro- | 
tection of Divine Providence, to defeat all the enterpri- 
zes which the enemies of my crown may preſume to. aides 
take, and convince them how dangerous it 1s. to provoke the 
ſpirit and ſtrength of Great Britain. | 

Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, | 

I thank you for the chearfulneſs with which you have 
granted the large and ample ſupplies for the ſervice of the cur- 
rent year, and for your care in raiſing them in a manner the 
moſt effectual and the leaſt burthenſome; and my warmeſt 
acknowledgments are due to you for the proviſion you have 
enabled me to make for the more honourable ſupport of my 


tamily, 
Oooz My 
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My Lords and Gentlemen, | 
Your preſence in your reſpective counties, may at this 
time be of great public advantage. It is unneceſſary for me 
to recommend to you to do your duty in your ſeveral ſta- 
tions: on my part, I have no other wiſh or object but to 
deſerve the confidence of my Parliament, and the affections 


of my people. 


The Reader is defired to cancel the Biſhop of Peterborough's 
Speech, on the 20th of November, 1777, and to ſubſtitute the 
following. 


BISHOP of Peterbarough. | liſtened very attentively to 


what tel] from a noble Earl [Suffolk] high in office, that [_ 


might learn the objections which could be made to the pro- 
poſed amendment; they were two. The noble Earl was 
convinced, that as independence had been all along, and itil! 
was, the object of America, the ceſſation of arms would be 
attended with no good effect: and ſecondly, that in the pre- 
ſent uncertainty of what was the real ſtate of our affairs (not- 
withſtanding he had good ground to believe it favourable the 
motion was ill timed. | 

A noble and learned Lord [Camden] on the other ſide of 
the Houſe, has ſpoken ſo ably and ſo fully to the firſt objec- 
tion, that I ſhal] not trouble your Lordſhips with my obſerva- 
tions upon it. With regard to the ſecond, I beg leave to 
obſerve, that one fide or other of the following propoſition 
muſt be true. Either our arms have not had hitherto the 
ſucceſs there was reaſon to expect, or they have: if they have 
not, then will it ill become your Lordſhips' reputation for 
prudence to perſiſt in the fame meaſures, unleſs there are 
other grounds for confidence in them than ſuch as have 
proved hirherto vain and deluſive. 

If, on the other hand, our arms have been ſucceſsful, and 
the ſlaughter is but half as great as the greedineſs of credulity 


can ſwallow, then ſurely there is that ſufficient and deciſive 


proof of ſuperiority which the noble Earl requires. The 
point of national honour is ſatisfied, and Great- Britain may, 
without committing her dignity, propoſe ſuch terms of ac- 
commodation, as will become Engliſhmen to offer, and the 
ions of Engliſhmen to receive. | 

Things 


o 
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Things could never have come to the dangerous extremity 
they are, had not both parties been ſomewhat in the wrong. 
The misfortune has been, that neither ſide hitherto has had 


magnanimity enough to acknowledge what both have long 


known to be true. 

I truſt, however, we might ſtill be friends, would but 
either country ſhew a hearty deſire of reconciliation ; and [ 
ſhall chearfully give my vote for the amendment, becauſe I 
think that the only way for Great-Britain to extricate herſelf 
from her preſent difficulty with credit is, by being the firſt 
to ſhew ſhe has got the better of her paſſion and reſentment, 


THE 


469 


* 
- 


THE 


TO TE 


TENTH VOLUME. 


BINGDON, Earl of, repre- 
ſents our danger as much, the 
ſenſibility of the Houſe as very lit- 
tle 19 
conſiders the nation as made to 
deſtroy itſelf, and, like the vul- 
ture, to prey on its own vitals ib. 
— repreſents the American re- 
ſtraining acts, like Draco's laws, 
as written in blood ib. 
conſiders the American war as 
commenced in tyranny and injuſ- 
tice, and conducted on principles 
of ſavage cruelty g6 
—— oppoſes the adjournment moved 
for by Lord Oxford 104 
— repreſents the American pri- 
ſoners as treated with ſavage bar- 
barity 105 
—— propoſes a ſubſcription for the 
relief of American priſoners 106 
—— expreſſes his alarm at the ſpirit 
of raiſing troops without the con- 
ſent of Parliament 132 
moves ſor the opinion of the 
Judges to be taken on the legality 
of railing troops without the autho- 
rity of Parliament | 146 
—— ſtates his reaſons for moving 
for the opinion of the Judges to 
be taken 181 
— exantme*s the objections made 
by ſome Lords to the above mo- 
tion 182 


Abingdon, Earl of, reads an adver- 
tiſement from a public paper 183 
— repreſents the members of the 
London Tavern aſſociation as a 
ſet of jobbers and contractors ib. 


— inſiſts that there is no difference 


between the preſent mode of raiſ- 
ing troops, and that of ſhip- money 


184 


—— quotes a ſpeech of Mr. Hum- 


phry Sydenham, in the Houſe of 


Commons, in 1746 


185 


recommends two reſolutions for 


the adoption of the Houle 186 
——- complains that the order of the 
Houſe reſpetting American pri- 
ſoners had not been complied with 


25i 


——-> mentions two particular circum- 
ſtances reſpecting thoſe priſoners 


252 


—— conſiders the Conciliatory Bills 
as a continuation of that deluſion 
which his brought this country 


nearly to rum 


Bills 


proteſts agaiuſt the Conciliatory 


293 


04 


— riſcs to expreſs his utmoſt in- 


dignation at the declarations of 


the miniſtry 


of Col. Allen 


323 


complains of an atrocious vio- 
lation of the law in the treatment 


-- 2 
Abingdon, 


F 


Abingdon, Earl of, ſays, theſe dead 
majorities will be the ruin of this 
nation 402 

—— propoles to the minority to 
preſent the rejected addreſs to the 
King ib. 

— expreſſes his concern, that any 
objection ſhould have been made 
to the Chatham family annuity 


bill | 427 
Act of Charles the Second concerning 
private aids 186 


Addreſs of the Lords to the King on 
his ſpeech at opening the ſeffion 50 
Allen, Col. Ethan, his warrant of 
commitment, &c. called for 339 
American priſoners in England; pa- 


pers concerning them 129 
regulations to be obſerved by 

the priſoners N 

— ſcheme of victualling for 

- priſoners in health 131 
regulations for iſſuing coals 

and candles 1b, 


ſcheme of diet for the pri- 
ſoners in the ſick apartments 132 
Amherit, Lord, ariſes with reluc- 
tance to anſwer a queſtion aſked by 
Lord Chatham 98 
Atkinſon, Mr. called to the bar of 
the Houſe - 200 
gives an account of his 
connections with the treaſury, as 
far as regarded the tranſport ſer- 
vice ib. 
Bathurit, Lord, gives the appella- 
tion of humanity to the ſuſpenſion 
of the Habcas Corpus act 102 

— objects to the formality of a 
motion made by Lord e 

| | 14 

—— conſiders Gen. Gates's letter 
as holding out terms, not only ex- 
ceedingly improper, but groſsly 
inſulting 0 
— leaves the woolſack in great 
warmth, declaring himſelf called 
upon to ſupport the honour of the 
Houſe 357 


3 
Bathurſt, Lord, calls Lord Eſſing- 


ham to order, for making uſe of 
the epithet, /erwile majority . ib. 


——— oppoſes the principle as well 
as proviſions of the Chatham Fa- 
mily Annuity Bill 429 

Bolton, Duke of, conſiders many of 
the Duke of Richmond's motions 
as exceedingly important 67 

moves for a ſtate of the number 

and condition of the ſhips in ordi- 
nary to be laid before the Houſe 


68 


— paſles ironical encomiums on 
the firſt Lord of the admiralty 69 
repreſents our navy as in a de- 
plorable condition <>: 
—— obſerves, that the firft Lord of 
the admiralty had brought himſelf 
into a predicament by boaſting too 
much 156 
— moves for a ſtate of the navy 
under Lord Howe in America 247 
— moves for the ſurveyor of the 
navy to be ordered to attend the 
Houſe ; - : -: 2b. 
— Wiſhes, at this critical peried, 
to convince the nation of the true 
ſtate of the navy 248 
— procceds on the enquiry into 
the ſtat2 of the nation 254 
takes a view of our military 
force 255 
— affirms that foreign powers 
know very well how to get at the 
ſtate of our nation without watch- 
ing the papers produced on the 
table Tz | 256 

- ſtates his intended reſolutions, 
which he claſſes under three 3 
10. 

—— conſiders the ſtate of the line of 
battle ſhips for the home defence 

5 2 
gives an account of the French 
and Spaniſh naval force 258 
- inveſtigates the language of ad- 


miniftration- relative to the pre- 


ſumed invincibility of our navy 259 


TI Bolton, . 


2 


Bolton, Duke of, enters into a long 
detail of proofs 259 
— enumerates the various ſervices 
for which our fleets would be 
wanted, in caſe of a war 260 
—— highly cenſures the arrange- 
ment of the admiralty board ib. 
— 1s very ſtrong and pointed re- 
ſpecting our frigates 261 
points out the abſurdity and bad 
policy of ufing fereign timber ib. 
— ſeverely reprehends admini- 
ſtration for their conduct towards 
their generals in America 262 

! ——— Condemns Lord Sandwich for 
endeavouring to with-hold neceſ- 
fary papers from the Houſe 347 
— ſtates the annual income of a 


certain hoſpital, and makes ſome - 


obſervations thereon 348 
— takes notice of Mr. Atkinſon's 
cloſet contract Y 349 
———- 3 ſatisfied, that the bufineſs of 
Greenwich Hofpital is far from be- 


ing well conducted 352 
— objects to ſome parts of the 1e- 
cCruiting bill | 404 


———- Cenſures the conduct of Lord 
Sandwich at the time of ine French 
King's declaration 422 

— engquires into the number of 
men that ought to be on board a 


74 gun ſhip 423 
— moves to defer the prorogation 
of Parhament 453 


Briſtol, Earl of, begs leave to give 
his ſentiments at large 212 
— enters into the conduct of the 
unhappy r2bellion in the colonies 

21 3 

—— conſiders the growth of that re- 
bellion as owing to the encourage- 
ment given to it at home ib. 
— repreſents the American war to 
have already coſt us 18 millions 214 
— ſtates the expences incurred by 
the article of tra. ſports 215 
— 18 aſtoniſhed at the very humble 
condition of our navy 226 


* 


Briſtol, Earl of, deſcribes our defence 
leſs ſtate at home and abroad 216 
recalls to the remembrance of 
the Houſe our former glories and 
victories 217 
—— declares he has no connections 
with either the ins or the outs ib. 
— offers his ſervice in any capacity 
without any emolument 218 
— Wiſhes to ſee an alteration in 
the preſent fatal conduct, and the 
moſt enormous waſte of blood and 
treaſure ib. 
repreſents the ſtate of the navy 231 
— laments the miſapplication of 
the enormous ſums granted for the 
navy 266 
—— ſupports the character of Lord 
Hawke at the expence of Lord 
Sandwich's 26g 
reads a deplorable account of 
the ſeamen cn board the ſhip 
Queen 270 
abhors the mode of miniſters 
and their hirelings whiſpering away 
the characters of commanders ib, 
—— ſays he cannot ſuffer the conci- 
liatory bills to paſs without giving 
them his diſſent 294 
aſſures the Houſe, that his bo- 
dily pains, great as they were, 
were not equal to thoſe he felt for 
his country | 416 
— arraigns the ſtrange conduct of 
the firit Lord of the admiralty 418 
ſtates the miſerable condition 


of the navy 420 
gives a liſt of the navy in the 
year 1771 421 


— thinks that there is little fear 
of a real invaſion from France 422 
— ſpeaks in favour of prolonging 
the ſeſſion 401 
replies te Ld. Sandwich 464 
Brummell, Mr. private ſecretary to 
Lord North, called to the bar 309 
Camden, Lord, riſes to ſupport Lord 
Chatham's amendment to the pro- 
poſed addreſs 30 
. Camden, 
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Camden, Lord, takes a view of the 
impolitic meaſures purſued againſt 
the Americans 30 
=— —— Zhews that the Americans 
were backward in ſetting up for 
independency 31 
conſiders the miniſtry as ne- 
ver wiſhing to accommodate mat- 
ters with America 32 
accommodation was the mi- 
niſterial language, but they meant 
it only on unconditional ſubmiſ- 
ſion | ib. 
conſiders the Americans as 
forced into a declaration of inde- 
pendency by our on conduct 33 
—— — ſuppoſes it impoſſible that the 
Americans can place any confi- 


dence in the preſent miniſtry ib. 


oppoſes the raifing troops 
without the authority of Parlia- 
ment : 147 
| ridicules the idea of mini- 

ſterial mock ſecrecy 173 
ſhews the abſurd blindneſs of 
the miniftry to the conduct of the 
French court ib. 


the beginning to take part with 
G 174 
expreſſes his doubts of the 
navy being ſo formidable as the 
miniſtry would make us believe ib. 
———- thinks it very imprudent to 
truſt our deience to our fieets alone 
TY 47 
enters into a conſideration of 
what little dependance we have on 
our militia RES | 
— riſes to oppoſe the arguments 
of Lord Mansfield reſpecting ſub- 
ſcriptions + RS 
ſays many inſtances may be 
produced of the danger of forces 
being raiſed by individeals 194 
—- declares he ſuſpeQs the mean- 


ing of the ſubſcriptions, aud the 


ule of the regiments raiſed 195 


Vol. IX, 


inſiſts thatFrance meant from - 
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X. 


Camden, Lord, p rofeſſes himſelf an 
enemy to every thing that counte- 
nances non- reſiſtance and paſſive 
obediencde 195 
accuſes the miniſtry of with- 
holding the neceſſary informations 
repreſents the miniſtry as at- 
tempting to ſtrangle the enquiry 
in its birth "1 "If 
| ſays twenty-five millions, 
and twenty thouſand hives have 
been laviſhed in the American war 
22 
— - laments the fatal 8 
that had brought this nation into 
its preſent alarming ſituation ib. 
conſiders the miniſter's 


dreams of conqueſt, revenue, &c. 


as totally at an end 226 
—— —— conſiders the propoſition of 
the miniſter, ſhould a French war 
ſucceed, as a mockery of the na- 
tion TRE 
concurs in the ſentiments of 


Lord Townſhend concerning Ire- 
land 


| 29 
ſays, leave the trade of Ire- 
land open, and that kingdom will 

encreaſe in wealth and population 


298 


gives his ſentiments on 
conciliatory bills 3 
———— conſiders the inconſiſtency of 
thoſe bills co 
ſays the ſending out commil- 
ſione:s means nothing, or | worſe 
than nothing >. mo 
repreſents the miniſtry as do- 
Ing every thing too late, and ta- 
kg advice when it can be of no 
uſe x 


inſiſts on it, that America 
will never treat with the preſent 
miniſtry 302 


——— riſes in ſupport of the cha- 


rater of the late Eail of Chatham 


431 
Camden, 


the 
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enden, Lord, is interropted by the 
- Chancellor, who was called'to or- 
der dy the Houſe 432 
makes uſe of ſeveral ſtrong 
- reaſons in fupport of the Chatham 
annuity bill ' - 433 
——— riſes to explain the een 
relative to a certain Proclamation 
439 
dh urges the neccſlity of conti- 
- nuing the ſeſſion © 455 
Cardiff, Lord, condemns the opi- 
nion Uhrown out in both Hou 
- that the Americans are cowards 98 
——— thinks vigorous and decifive 
' meaſures are become neceſſary for 
the miniſter to parſue 89 
Carmarthen ', Margris of, riſes to 
defend the King's ſpeech, and dif- 
fers in opinion from Lord Chat- 
Haim | 26 
e ng fears there is too much rea- 
fon for every breaſt to feel our ca- 
lamitous ſituation — 9114 
122. conſiders the conciliatory 
bills às properly adapted to the in- 
tended purpoſe 286 
Chandos, 'Duke of; oppoſes t the Chat- 
Hai annuity pill 426 
is not averſe to the princi- 
ples of the bill, only, to the manner - 
and time 427 
een of bring very 
- uncandidly treated 444 
Chatham, Earl of, conſiders it cuſ- 
tomary for the King. not to lead 
eee but to be guided by 
8 


1 


—— tales a review of ſome particu- 
lat parts of the ſpeech ib. 
— afks who has dared to tell the 
25 that his affairs are in a pro- 
ſperous condition? 
—— conſiders the power of France, 
and the defenceleſs ſtate of this 
nation ih. 
— rxrepreſents the miniſtry as con- 
tractors for the ſale and purchaſe 
of human blood ib. 


4 


ab 

Chatham, Earl of, conſiders etna, 
deſolation, and deſtruction, as the 

_ newly adopted mode of war 10 
repreſents the plans of the pre. 
ſent miniftry as founded in deſtruc- 
tion and diſgrace | ib. 
—— conſiders the preſent moment as 
critical, and our ſituation perilous 
l 

— hs the colonies ſhould enjoy 
the preſervation of their charters, 
and the right of taxing themſelves 

5 ibid. 
—keptefents the Americans as 2 


wiſe, induſtrious, and prudent 
eople . 
— ſays he ſhall ever be for ſecuring 


the confiitutional dependency of 
the colonies on this country ib. 
— maintains that the war carrying 
on in America is ruinous; and to- 


I ' tally impracticable @_ 13 
moves an amendment to the pro- 
poſed addreſs 27% ib. 


replies to the Duke of Rich- 
monckon American independence 47 
—— diſclaims ever having employed 
the ſayages, in arms, during the 

| churle irre 409 
ſeconds the motion made by the 
Duke of Richmond, relative to an 
enquiry into the ſtate of the nation 

g 

—— conſiders Gibraltar and 1 
as ir a defenceleſs ſtate ib. 
— ſays we ſhall never want men 
in a good cauſe — 0 
— repreſents the Americans as 
whizs * Principles, and heroes 1 in 
con | 61 
Ae that we have not above 
"by enty ſhips of the line actually 
fit for ſervice | jb. 
—— mentions what were his ideas 
of our navy when he was in __ 
5 

makes ſome remarks on the 
King's ſpeech at the opening of 
thc {fon 7 
Chatham, 


: 8D 


Chatham, Earl of, laments the fate 
of Gen, Burgoyne in the moſt pa- 


_ thetic terms 72 
— confiders the appearance of 
things as dreadful ib. 


—— repreſents the ſavages having 
been employed to ruin and deſtroy 
the Americans | Ry 
—— complains of the preſent hate- 
ful ſyſtem, of breaking all con- 
nection, of extinguiſhing all prin- 
ciple , © os ib. 
— condemns the contents of the 
ſpeech in the bittereſt terms of re- 
proach ib. 
beſtows very high compliments 
upon Gen. Burgoyne ib. 
imputes that general's defeat to 
want of wiſdom in our councils, 
and want of ability in our mini- 

_ ters 74 
——— contraſts the fame and renown 
we gained the laſt war, with the 
defeats and diſgraces of the pre- 
OO We . 
—— recommends it to the miniſtry 
to lay afide the German bayonet, 
and the Indian ſcalping-knite 75 

— recurs to the melancholy mo- 
mentous ſituation of public af- 
fairs | ib. 


— ſays Waſhington has proved 


himſelf a much abler general than 
Sir William Howe _ ib. 
—— repreſents our ſhameful conduct 
in not liſtening to the American 
--- Denon 76 
—— recommends meaſures of peace, 
inſtead of meaſures of blood ib. 
— moves for copies of orders rela- 
6 tive to the employing of Indian 
„ Co one nel. go 
—— reproaches Lord Gower with 
petulanee and malignant miſrepre- 
fentation RT CT | 


7 


—— calls upon Lord Amherſt, to 
_ deelare whether ſavages were em- 


plgyed in the laſt war 


9 
Ep 


1 2s 


expreſſes his ſurpriſe at a mo- 
tion for adjournment, at a time 
when impending danger threaten- 
ed the nation with ruin 109 
repreſents the miniftry as the 
authorsof ourapproaching ruin 1b, 
thinks that a remonſtrance 
ought to be carried to. the throne 
| + L 110 
—— conſiders the King as deluded, 
and the nation as betrayed ib. 
dreads the event of this mad, 
unjuſt, and cruel war 111 
—— adviſes the embodying of the 
militia DN 
contends that we have not, nor 
cannot procure any force ſufficient 
to ſubdue America e 
ſays miniſters have been in er- 
ror; experience has proved it; 
and what is worſe, they continue 
in it 113 
— trembles for his country, and 
almoſt deipairs of ever being able 
to extricate ourſelves wo 
——- laments his bodily infirmitics 
preventing him properly attendin 
the Houſe 17 . 260 
—— treats with indignity the idea 
of yielding up the ſovereignty of 
America ib. 
—— rejoices that the grave has not 
yet cloſed upon him, but that he 1s 
{till alive to lift up his voice for the 
goed of the empire ib. 
— declares he wages no war with 
men, nor Wiſhes for any of their 
employments 2 ib. 
confiders any ſtate as better 
than deſpair 370 


—— attempted to reply to the Duke 


of Richmond, but fell cn his ſeat 
in a ſoon, and was carried out of 
the Houſe—zo return to it no more 


| 374 
Cheſterfield, Earl of, ſeconds Lord 
Percy's motion for an addreſs to 
the King on his ſpeech F 
| © "Cheſterfield, 


11 


5 


. 


Cheſterfield, Earl of, paſſes high Davis, Mr. G mentions ſome matten 


encomiums on ux commanders in 
America, both by ſea and land 5 
Coventry, Earl of, fears our conteſts 
with America will be the ruin of 
this country ES 
— has long foreſeen, that 
America would be independent, 


and become the ſeat of empire ib. 


— totally diſapproves of our 
preſent coercive meaſures 7 
reverts to the numerous 
difficulties we have to contend with 
24 En 1bid, 
— — Tefuſes giving any concur- 
rence to the further proſecution of 
tbis ruinous, mad, and deſtructive 
war 
——  — conſiders what are the great 
characteriſtic marks of national 
proſperity 238 
proceeds to conſider the 
ſtate of the nation under ſeveral 
heads 1 ib. 
— conſiders it as on the de- 
cline in reſpect of population and 
riches ibid. 
repreſents the dignity of 
the crown, and the eaſe of the 
fovereign, as very unſettled 239 
conſiders our national cha- 
raQer as much decayed 
— — denies that we have any 
claims to unity at home 240 
Creighton, William, Eſq, examined 
at the bar 198 
Rates the loſs of the mer- 
chants by ſhips taken by the Ame- 


ricans 


repreſents the defenceleſs 
ſtate of the Weſt-India iſlands 199 
again called to the bar, by 


the defire of the Duke of Richmond 


: 203 
gives ſome reaſons for the 
high price of ſugars 1b. 


Davis, Mr. George, examined at the 
bar, by the deſire of Lord Sand- 
—_— 4 203 


* 


1b. 


reſpecting the whale and cod fiſhe- 
ries ib, 
Debates on the addreſs to the King 
for his ſpeech 6 
—— on the Duke of Richmond's 
motion for the weekly returns at 
the ports 52 
on the Duke of Richmond's 
motion for a committee to enquire 
into the ſtate of the nation 56 
on the Earl of Chatham's mo- 
tion for Gen. Burgoyne's inſtrue- 
tions 71 
on the Earl of Chatham's me- 

tion relative to the Indians 
on the bill for ſuſpending the 
Habeas Corpus act 102 
on the Earl of Abingdon's mo- 
tion relative to the American pri- 
ſoners | 104 
on the motion to adjourn 109 
—— on the Duke of Grafton's mo- 
tion for the anſwer ſent to the 
commiſſioners in America 138 
—— on Lord Abingdon's motion for 
ſummoning the jadges 146 
on the Duke of Richmond's 
motion for an account of the fleet 
in North America 152 
—-— on appointing the chairman of 
the committce on the ſtate of the 
nation 160 
on the ſtate of the nation 162 
—— on the Earl of Abingdon's mo- 
tions reſpeCting private aids 181 
on the Duke of Richmond's 
reſolutions 206 
on Gen, Gates's letter to the 
Earl of Thanet 208 
— on the Duke of Richmond's 
motion reſpeding the army in 
America 221 
on the Duke of Bedford's reſo- 
lutions reſpecting the public ex- 
pences | 232 
on the Duke of Bolton's mo- 
tions reſpecting the ſtate of the 
navy 254 
, Debates 


E 5 


Debates on the ſecond reading of the 

conciliatory bills 273 
on the third reading of the 

fame 293 
on an enquiry into the tran- 

ſport ſervice 306 
on_the King's meſſage rela- 
tive to the treaty | pic France 
and America +» 314 
on the Duke of Richmond's 
motion to withdraw the fleets and 
armies from America 26 


motions relative to the ſtate of the 


navy, the repairs, old ſtores, &c. | 


3240 
on the Duke of Richmond's 


motion for an addreſs to the King, 


containing a recapitulation of the 
ſeveral facts which had come out 


in the enquiry into the ſtate of the 


nation 358 
on the houſe-tax bill 374 


ſumcd 376 
on the Foley eſtate bill 403 
on the recruiting bill 404 


——— on the bill to repeal part of 
an act reſpecting the Roman Ca- 
tholics 406 

— on the papers reſpeQing the 

Toulon ſquadron 408 

on the Earl of Chatham's an- 

nuity bill 426 


Denbigh, Earl of, calls Lord e | 


ham ihe great oracle with the ſhort 
memo 100 
Derby, Earl of, begs to know why 
the troops made priſoners at Sara- 
toga, were not returned to Eng- 
land | 425 
—— reſumes the bufineſs relative to 
the Saratoga affair 447 
Dudle ney. Lord, oppoſes the reading 
rd Abingdon s motion re- 


bene American priſoners 106 


—— conſiders France breaking with 


us as an e wh 4112-09 


169 


55 
on the Earl of Effingham * 


on the ſtate of the nation re- 


11 
Dudley, Lord, ſays it is the cuſtom 
of all countries to keep the flate of 
their navy as ſecret as poſſible 250 
—— ſays he can juſtify his conſcience 
in voting for adminiſtration in 
American affairs 317 
—— moves for an adjournment 402 
—— rifes in defence of Lord Sand- 
wich, from the teſtimony of his 
own eyes 423 
Dunmore, Earl of, aſſerts that be 
himſelf had been attacked by the 
Indians | 100 
conſiders the Indian ſa- 
vages as a very harmleſs people ib. 
endeavours to ſhew, that 
the Americans exceed the Indians 
in barbarity lot 
Effingham, Earl of, accuſes the Houſe 
of being ſcrupulouſly punctilious 
in ſome matters, and very negli- 
gent in others 106 
confiders the ſuſpenſion of 
the Habeas Corpus act as injurious 
to freedom, and dangerous to the 
conſtitution 107 
wiſhes for the enquiry into 
the legality of raiſing troops with- 
outthe authority of Parliament 1 48 
—— moves for an account of 
traniports employed in the Ame- 
rican buſineſs 158 


a accuſes the miniſtry of en- 


deavouring to conceal their ill con- 
duct and inability from the people. 
—"— 
confiders the conqueſt of 
America as impracticable, and the 
purſuit dangerous ib. 
moves for certain Canada 
papers to be laid before the Houſe 
204 
— conſiders himſelf as the 
guardian of the honour of Sir Guy 
Carleton | ib. 
again moved for copies of 
the letters of Gen. Carleton, &c. 
208 


Effingham, 


— relative to the number, ton- 
„Sec. of the tranſports em- 
pieped by the treaſury 271 


ſcandalous miſmanagement in the 


public finances 3 
accuſes the 3 of aſ- 


ſaming an unprecedented power 


307 
complains of the ſlovenly 
manner accounts were drawn up 
in ib. 
draws à compariſon be- 
tween the ſums expended by the 
navy- board, and the ſums ex- 

nded by the treaſur) 11 
5 22 the tran port =" 
fineſs as a ſhameful and diſgrace- 
ful job 312 
- thinks there are grounds, 
jf not full proof, of actual cor- 

ruption : 313 
makes a motion againſt 
private contracts for tranſports 314. 
begs to know if there was 
any proof wanting to ſhew the to- 

tal incapacity of the miniflry 317 
8 —— thinks miniſters, who have 

ruined their country, ought to 
diſcloſe the authors of thoſe mea- 


ſures ib. 


sys Parliament bas been 
delnded, - deceived, abuſed, and 


miſled 318 
5 points out the neceſſity of 
ſtrengihening Canada 338 


.— laments the deplorable 
ſtate of the Weſt-India iſlands ib. 


— calls for the warrants of 
commitment of Col. Allen 339 
— conſiders the public money 
as not having heen more liberally 
voted than laviſhly ſpent .. 340 
makes ſeveral motians. ib. 


341 , 


5 
| Effrgvam, Earl of, moves for pa- 


. recommends ſavings in 
every department of fiate as one of 
our ſureſt and moſt ſubſtantial aids ; 


OE 


Effingham, Earl of, highly cenſures 
the extravagance. of the admiralty 
board under its preſent director 

341 
compares our expences in 

former times with the preſent 342 

ſayshe can produce proofs, 
that the affairs of the navy always 
called for the inſpecting eye of 

Parliament ib. 

laments that our expences 

are every year confiderably in- 

creaſing 343 
enlarges on the conſtant 
repugnancy there was between the 
eſtimates of each year, and the 
actual expenditure tb, 
reads a lift of the ſeveral 
ſums which ſtill lie in the hands of 
the reſpective treaſurers of the 

navy 344 

— ſtates the number of ſhips 
broke up and fold, and the prices 
they were ſold for ; but receives 
no credit for their amount ib. 
ſpeaks on the expences of 

the ordinary of the nay 349 

ridicules the Ne — of 

Lord Sandwich to conceal papers 

350 
declares the public have a 
right to know in what manner their 

money was ſpent 56 

— approves of the Earl of 

Derby's motion for an enquiry in- 

to the affair of Saratoga 448 


Enderby, Mr. Samuel, called to the 


bar and exam ned, , agreeable to 
the motion of Lord Sandwich 202 
ſtates the whale fiſhery as 
more conſiderable now than before 
the preſent conteſts ib. 
ſpeaks to two otber fiſheries, 


one on the coaſt of Africa, and 


the other on the banks of New- 
foundland ib. 
Examination of Mr, Aide den Wool- 
dridge, Mr. Long, Mr. Hake, 
Mr. Creighton, &c. 196 
Examination 
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Examination of Sir Richard' Tem- 


ple, Mr. Brummel, Mr. Atkinſon, 
and Mr, Heard . 140-21 "2009 
Fauconberg, Earl of, conſiders it as 
unfair to enquire into Mr. Bur- 
goyne's conduct during his abſence 


5 
Galloway, Earl of, delivers his 


thoughts in writing 89 
— is ſtrenuous in ſupport of 
coercive meaſures | 1b, 


Gates, Gen. a letter from him read 
in the Houſe by the Marquis of 
Rockingham | 1 
Goſlin, George, Mr. examined at 
- the bar, on the motion ef Lord 
Sandwich | | 201 
— ſtates ſome matters relative to 
the capture and condemnation of 
ſhips | ib. 
Gower, Earl, aſſerts that the Indian 
ſavages were employed in the laſt 
War 5 
—— accuſes Lord Chatham of 
inconſiſteney 58 
——— replies to the anſwer of that 
noble Lord, and confiders himſelf 
as a plain man, uſed to plain argu- 
ments | | 97 
— oppoſes the reading of a let- 
ter from Gen. Gates 208 
- thinks it extremely improper 
to expoſe the ſtate of the navy 266 
Grafton, Duke of, accuſes the mi- 
niſtry of conſiderirg thofe as ene- 
mies to their country who do not 
approve their meaſures 2 
cenſures adminiſtration for 
not run the ſtate of things 
fairly and openly to account 28 
—— infits that the Houſe has 
been impoſed upon, deceived, and 
miſled ib. 
— —- conſiders the miniſter's ſpeech 
as an inſult on the underſtanding 
and wiſdom of the Houſe. Ib. 
examines ſome particular 
parts of the fp&ech — 


| E 5 


Grafton, Duke of, attributes our 


reſent calamities to the want of 
information 1 r 
—— wiſhes for the copies of an 
anſwer written to a eertain letter 
Tf. 
moves for ſome particular 
papers to be laid before the Houſe 
125 | wo lp 138 

| conſiders the preſent ſtate of 
public affairs as extremely cntieal 
and hade 5 
repreſ:nts the Parliament as 
held out as a ſereen for bad men 
and bad meafures tr 
diſclaims every idea of intro- - 
ducing jeſt and merriment in mat- 
ters of the laſt importance 179 
—— truſts that the day of enquiry 
and retribution is not far off ibs; 
—— ſays the Sovereign is ſur- 
rounded by bad men, and adviſed 
by evil counfeilors | ib. 
——— conſiders the throne as ſur- 
rounded not only by weak, but 
wicked men | "= 

— ;foretells the approaching war 
with France „ 
complains of the conciſe me: 
thod in. which the miniftry deter- 
mine every thing 22 
affirms that the courts of 
France and Spain depend not for 
information upon the debates of 


that Hou'e ib, 
— wiſhes the miniftry would 
act openly and candidly” 222 
— informs the Houſe, that the- 
court of France had a&uatlz ſigned 
a treaty of commerce with Ame- 
„ | **:" 08 
—— again enforces the idea of the 
truth that ſuch a treaty had been: 
ſigned e 273 
— compares America, at a par- 
ticular period, to a generous ſtèed, 
which requires gentle management 
| th 302 
Grafton, 


e 
Grafton, Duke of, conſiders the pub- 


lic as intimately concerned in the 
event of the preſent meaſures 335 
- repreſents the nation as too 
tient under the various ills it 
uffers ib. 
thinks there is not the moſt 
diſtant proſpect of ſucceſs from any 
| meaſures of the preſent miniſtry ib. 
looks upon a war with France 
as inevitable 4 
inks nothing can be done 
without a total change of men and 
meaſures 337 
Hake, Mr. Abfaham, called to and 
examined at the bar 198 
confirms the authentic manner 
in which the liſt of ſhipping was 
kept at Lloyd's Cotfee-Houſe ib. 
Heard, Mr. cailed to the bar of the 
Houſe 311 
Hillfborough, Earl of, conſiders the 
rſonal attack made on him by 
rhe Duke of Richmond as very ill 
founded 279 
aſſerts the ſupreme power 
of the legiſlature over the . 
- bl 

—— bluſhes for the honour of his 
moch injured country, 284 
King's ſpeech on the opening of the 


fourth ſeſſion of Parliament I 
———— 2ddreſs of the Lords in an- 
ſwer thereto | 52 
his reply thereto 51 


ſends a meſſage to the Houle 
concerning the treaty between 
France and America . 


an addreſs to, propoſed by 


Lord Weymouth on the abore 
event | ib. 
— end- 3 meſſage to the Houſe 
for calling out the militia 326 
an addreſs of thanks voted on 
that occaſion ih. 
— — {ends a meſſage to the Houſe, 
reſpecting a proviſion for his chjl- 


. dren 


373 


* 
Kiog, the Houſe vote an addrefs to 


him on that occaſion + 374 
— ſpeech at the cloſe of the (eihon 


Landaff, Biſhop of, adviſes the = 
of Richmond to be ſure that his 
cenſures are well founded I 34 
Long, Beeſton, Eſq.. examined at 
at the bar 25 | 198 
confirms the regular manner in 
which the regiſter of ſhips was 
kept at Lloyd's Coffce-Houſe ib. 
Lyttelton, Lord, laments the fate of 
Sen. Burgoyne, on whom he be - 
ſtows the bhigheſt encomiums 77 
wiſhes rather to be accounted 
a tory than a modern whig ib. 
—— recommends purſuing. the 
ſame courſe we have hitherto trod 
in, reſpecting America 78 
enters fully into the great 
queſtion of parliamentary ſupre- 
macy ib. 
— aſſerts that we clearly poſſeſs 
the right of binding America in 
all cates whatſoever 79 
—— ——- conſiders the preſent mea- 
ſures as what almoſt every Briton 
approves of ib. 
——— accuſes Lord Chatham of 
employing the Indians in a former 
war | 80, 
complains much of letting 
our enemies know the real ſtate of 
our forces 170 
conſiders the reſources of 
this nation as great, and their ſpi- 
rits correſpondent to them 171 
defended adminiſtration on 
the grounds of neceflity 302 
conſiders the ſtate of public 
8 as very alarming and criti- 
ca 


337 
ſupports the Chatham family 
annuity bill 437 
repreſents our affairs in the 
Welt Indies as truly deplorable, 
and in the Eaſt ng leſs precarious ib. 
Lyttelton, 


3 


Lyttelton, Land, after giving. this 
ſide of the * he holds up the 


reverſe 437 
—̃ BIN, the thennts of an 


invaſion as a mere bugbear 338 
Mancheſter, Duke of, charges Lord 
Cardiff with inconſiſteney 89 
— complains of the miniſtry 
with-holding every ſpecies of ne- 
ceſſary information 90 


blind efforts to penetrate through 
Canada, to the land-mark of the 
Athenian generals towards Syra- 
cuſe ib. 
—— reads a petition from. Mr. 
Platt, the American merchant 104 
oppoſes the adjournment of 
Parliament, as thinking the Houſe 
more proper than a cloſet on ſo 
Critical a ſituation 115 
— ſpeaks very fully on the ſub- 
ject of the militia ib. 
adverts to the impraQticability 
of raiſing men for the ſervice of 
. the war 94616 
concludes his ſ peech with la- 
menting the fate of Gen. Mes 
a 10. 
— moves for an account of all 
the regiments newly railed 151 
—— — confiders our militia as by 
no means on a reſpectable footing 
| „190 
i approve the motion of che 
Duke of Richmond, that General 
Gates's letter mi ght lie on the table 
212 
— oppoſes the preſent minittry 
— directions of: a French war 
| 345 
confi has the fi uation of this 


coubtry as eee to the laſt - 


degree f :3:16 
— moves ſqr an amendment in 
the addreſs.to the King ib. 


—— thinks. that. miniſters. who 
have. plunged us in ruin ought not 
to be truſted a moment longer 333 


Vor, . 


compares Gen. Burgoyne 8 


Qqq 


„ 
Mansfield, Earl of, laments that the 
ſpirit of altercation ſhould prevail 
in the Houſe . Eu. 
recommends each party to 
purſue the moſt frank and candid 
line of conduct 14. 124431 ib. 
——= c adverts to the obſervations 
made on the London Tavern ad- 
vertiſement 190 
—— conſiders the King, by his 
prerogative, as empowered tolevy 
men and raiſe money 269191 
— — conſiders what was the 
ſtate of benevolence in former 
times — 1392 
declares he highly ap- 
proves of the public-ſpirited ſub- 
ſcriptions — 
Marchmont, Earl of, contends that 
the judge's are to be called upon 
only in two caſes — 10 
Olive, Gregory, * examined at 
the bar 4499 
proves the damages done to the 
Newfoundland ner, — 
Onſlow, Lord, is for paſſing the 
houſe - tax bill before the Eauer re- 
cels 7 
Oſborn, Lord. See — of Car- 
marthen. 
Oxford, Earl of, moves for an ad- 
journment of the Houſe 104 
Oxford, Biſhop of, obſerves that his 
brethren have been ſaid to be 
cloathed in blood 322 
maintains that England is 
not without her reſources ib. 
wiſnes their Lordſhips 
would retrench their loxuries; he 
does not mean in eating and drink- 
ing, but in ſomething elſe ib. 
Papers relative to the uſage of Ame: 
rican priſoners in England 129 
Payne, Edward, Rig. exantiget at 


the bar 200 
confirms 1 3 witneſſes 


had faid relative to the loſſes by 
the American war ib. 


| Percy 


EN. D 


Percy, Lord, moves for an addreſs 


to his Majeſty on his ſpeech 2 
— announces to the Houſe the 
birth of a princeſs 3 
— paſſes the higheft encomiums 

on the humane, but firm and ſpi- 
rited ſpeech ib. 
hopes the preſent meaſures 
will prove no leſs proſperous than 
they were wiſe and glorious to 
thoſe who formed them ib. 
—— propoſes the moſt humble 
and obedient terms for the ad- 
dreſs 4 
Peterborougb, Biſhop of, conſiders 
the arguments of the mivitters to 
tend to, that no time is proper for 

_ negotiating with America 35 
thinks our natural feel- 
ings, moderation, and humanitv, 
ſhould take place of reſentment, 
periecution, and revenge 36 
appears to have little hopes 
of ſucceſs from the conciliatory 
bills | 285 
riſes, as a friend to civil 
and religious liberty, in ſupport 
of the popery bill 409 
ſtarts ſome judicious doubts 
of the conſequences of the above 
bill 407 
X for propoſing terms of re- 
conciliation with America 468 
Proteſt againſt the addrets to the 
King ou his ſpeech 9 
»———— againſt the cunciliatory bills 
1 304 
- againſt the rejection of the 
addreſs to his Majeſty, moved for 
and formed by the Duke of Rich- 
mond 403 
—— againſt the Chatham family 
annuity bill 447 
Radnor, Earl of, conſiders the firit 
Lord of the admiralty as treated 
with more reſpe& than the huſ- 
band of a former Queen of England 


25 L 


— 


X. 


Radnor, Earl of, ſays this country 
was wrong in the outſet, and con- 
tinues obſtinately to purſue the 
ſame impolicy and injuſtice 273 

—— infiſts we had no right to tax 

unrepreſented America ib. 
ſnews the cruelty, ſolly, injuſ- 
tice, and even jirreligious conduct 

of the miniſtry 274 

obſerves that every degree of 

preference is given to papiſts and 

ſtrangers 275 

conſiders abſolute ſupremacy, 
and abſolute ſubmiſſion, as the 
darling object of the preſent mi- 
niftry ib. 

— — conſiders adminiſtration as be- 
come the objects of pity even to 
their enemies ib. 

conſiders the houſe- tax bill as 
full of objectionable matter 374 

—— propoſes a new gallery to be 
erected over the lobby-door 425 

— riſes in ſupport of the Chatham 
family annuity bill 436 

attacks the Duke of Chandos 

on the ſcore of economy ib. 
declares, if the bill does not 
paſs, he will enter his proteſt 437 

Ravenſworth, Lord, conſiders the 
ſtate of the nation to the laſt de- 
gree melancholy and alarming 

318 

—— Notices in what a contemptu- 
ous manner the miniſtry had dared 
to treat the King's meflage 326 

is aſtoniſhed that the miniſtry 
could ſo long fit ſilent and hear 
their conduct ſo ſeverely arraigned 

401 

—— conſiders their ſilence as an 

acknowledgement of their guilt 

40² 

ſpeaks againſt the Chatham 
family annuity bill 


435 
Richmond, Duke of, ſees little pro- 


ſpect of a happy iſſue from our 
preſent dangerous fituation 36 
Richmond, 


* 


Richmond, Duke of, conſiders our 
freedom as men not on the moſt 
ſolid footing 36 

ſays theſe are not times for 

flattery, but for every man to 

{peak treely 37 

conſiders the navy as the na- 
tional defence of Great Britain ib. 
iays the only end of all go- 
vernment is the happineſs of the 
whole community 

repreſents all our evils as 
ariiing from bad government at 
home | | ib. 

ſtews that all our forces in 

America have been able to effect 

no ſingle matter of con equence 39 

takes a curſory view of the 

curious operations of three cam- 


paigns ib. 
foretells great diſaſters from 
the Canada expedition 40 


ſays that at the end of every 
campaign we find ourſelves in a 
worſe ſtate than at the beginning 
41 
— conſiders our ſituation be- 
coming precarious, while the Ame- 
rican government acquires con- 
ſiſtency ib. 
accuſes adminiſtration as 
deſtitute of all feeling and huma- 
nity ib. 
cenſures the inhumanity of 
arming the Negro ſlaves 42 
mentions inſtances of cruelty 
in the Britiſh ſoldiery in America 


4 
feels for the honour of his 
country as a ſoldier ib. 
thinks we cannot too ſoon 
put a ſtop to ſuch American car- 
nages 


takes a view of our fituations 
at home and abroad 45 
—— repreſents our finances as in 
a very critical ſtate ib. 
'—— —- alludes to a paſſage in the 
King 8 ſperch 46 


Q49qz 


1 


Rich mond, Duke of, conſiders the 
difpoſition of Parliament as preca- _ 
rious and uncertain 46 

conſiders the dependency of 

America as loſt for ever ib. 

wiſhes, at any rate, to ſtop 

ſo unjuſt a civil war 47 

moves for the weekly returns 

at the ports to be laid before the 

Houſe 52 

enters on an altercation with 

Lord Sandwich e on the ſtate of the 

navy 


3. 
gives notice of his e 
motion for an enquiry into the ſtate 
of the nation 55 
proceeds on that enquiry ib. 
ſays the civil war rages with 
uncommon violence, and has rent 
the empire aſunder 88. 
confines his enquiry into the 
nature of the preſent war, and the 
means of ending it 67 - 
declares he has no intention 
of aſking tor any improper or dan- 
gerous information ib. 
makes ſeveral motions, which 
are ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by the Earl 
of Sandwich 8 


attacks Lord Sandwich = 


his aſſertion relative to ſupernu- 
merary men 

moves for copies of the 
monthly 4eturns from Gibraltar 
and Minorca ib. 
moves for an account of the 
national debt 71 
— ſpeaks particularly to the af- 
fair of the ſurpriſe of Gen. Stan- 
hope 91 
— recommends it to adminiſtra- 
tion to put. an end to the preſent 
ruinous war 92 
conſiders the defeat of Gen. 
Burgoyne as a calamity not of the 
common ſort ib. 
— ſhews the curſed effects of 
aſſociating Chriſtians with ſavages 


| 93 
Richmond, 


— Ex — - 


r 


7 


1 N 


Richmond, Duke of, thinks the army 
under Gen. Howe ſhould be re- 


he (17 hd ff $22 93 


—— conſiders the employing the ia- 
"rages as the cauſe of Gen. Bur- 
—_—_ 77. - 94 


D 


E X. 


Richmond, Duke of, maintains that 
the judges form a part of the 
Houſe 151 

complains of ſome papers pro- 

duced, previous to the enquiry 

into the ſtate of the nation 152 


— ſtates the different aſpect of —— complains of no returns being 


things in the preſent, with a late 
"adminiſtration * ib. 

— dehres that the Habeas Corpus 
act might be read 102 
—— conſiders the nature and con- 
ſequences of ſuſpendiug 2 ory 
I ibid. 
— gives the hiſtory of one Mr. 
Platt, a merchant of Georgia ib. 
— attacks Lord Suffolk on various 
points i 120 


| — arraigns the inability of the ca- 
inet council, they not having 


one military man among them ib. 
—— engquires of the miniſtry on 
what grounds they can hope ſuc- 
ceſsfully to treat with America 121 


—— conſiders what advice is moſt. 
worthy the attention of the throne 


ibid. 


i very ſevere 1 pon the bombaſt 


 pfomiſes' of a noble Earl 122 
— ſays the fate of Mr. Burgoy ne 
_ evinces the folly of attempting to 
conquer America 123 
—— complains of the proper papers 
not being laid before the Houſe, 
according to the addreſs for the 
me Sk | 133 
—— confiders the contempt ſhewn to 
the Houſe 'as very extraordinary 

| | 134 
—— complains of the defectiveneſs 
df papers laid before the Houſe 135 

— moves. for army accounts to be 
taid before the Houſe 137 


. « 


— "agrees with the Duke of Grat- 


ton, that this is a ſerious moment 


for Great Britain 1420 
— inſiſts, that during the fitting of 
Parliament, the proper place for 
the judges was on the Wool ſacks 150 


made of the killed, wounded, and 
miſſing 154 
— makes a motion for naval ac- 
counts to be produced ib. 
makes a motion for an account 
of the quantity of foreign oak tim- 
ber brought into the ſeveral dock- 
yards 155 
declares he means not, by any 
motion, to diſcloſe the weakneſs 
of the nation 157 
— makes a ſolemn appeal to the 
Houſe, whether the public affairs 
were not in a moſt perilous and 
alarming ſtate 360 
conſiders the papers brought 
for the inſpection of the Houſe as 
very imperfect 160 
—— proceeds on the enquiry into 
the ſtate of the nation 162 
— enters firſt on the ſta'e of the 
military defence within theſe king- 
doms 1563 
—— conſiders the impracticability of 
American conquett, and the weak 
ſtate of our internal defence 164 
explains to the Houſe his par- 
ticular plan | 165 
enters into a detail of the army 
now in Great Britain ib. 


—— acknowledges the utility of the 


militia 166 
takes a view of the ſtate of the 
garriſfors of Gibraltar and Mi- 
norca, and of the army in Ireland 

| ib, 


takes a general view of the ſtate 


of the .military, both voted for 
1 167 
makes a motion, drawn from 


ib. 


Richmond, 


home defence and elſewhere 


- 


various concluſions 


„„ — 


%% © 


Richmond, Duke of, thinks that too Richmond, Duke of, ſeyerely cen- 
much confidence has been already ſures the conduct of the, fictt Lord 


given to the aſſurances of the mi- of the admiralty 5 
niſtry | 172 —— calls upon the miniſt 
—— defires Mr. Alderman Wool- explain to the Houſe the reaſon * 
dridge might be called to the bar their ſilence 276 
196 thinks the Americans can 
—— makes ſeveral motions in con- place no confidence in, thoſe who 
ſequence of the evidence given at have loaded them with cruelty and 
the bar 104 oppreſſion _ ib. 


— expreſſes his ſurpriſe at Lord reads the declaration of the 
Sandwich's declaration, that the American independence by the 
war was advantageous to England Congreſs 277 

ib. ſhews the unconſtitutional 
moves for Gen. Gates's let- uſe that had been made of the 
ter to lie upon the table 210 King' s name ib. 
conſiders that letter as highly ſays the King has loſt the af- 
worthy the attention of the Houſe fections of his American ſubjects 

211 by the inſolent and perfidious! lan- 

declares that the Americans guage of miniſters 278 
will never make peace with the recommends to withdraw the 
preſent adminiſtration 212 troops from America ib. 

proceeds on the further en- conſiders it as certainly the 
quiry into the ſtate of the na- intereſt of both countries to live on 
tion terms of amity 279 

moves for ſeveral reſolutions — compliments the Duke of 
228 Gordon on his manly. ſpirit. 30 3 ; 

—— conſiders the ftate, in conſe- — expreſſes his aſtoniſhment at 

quence of the war, as almoſt a the ſilence of the miniſtry . 320 


bankrupt . +2. thinks there is, not even the 
enters into an inveſtigation moſt diſtant proſpect of recovering 
of the expences of the American America ib. 
war ib. draws a comparative view of 
conſiders the weakneſs of the the ſtate of our navy and army 
nation known to every one but wich thoſe they will have to op- 
the Houſe 236 poſe ib. 
accuſes the miniſtry of ſti- propoſes giving the Ameri- 
fling every enquiry, fearing their cans independence 321 
own guilt ſhould be thereby cenſuresthe language of thoſe 
brought to light ib. who blame our generals and com- 
ſays we had ſpent blood and manders in America ib. 


money, not barely to no purpoſe, he reads the King's meſſage, 


but to the worſt purpoſes 237 and treats it as that of the, mini- 
moves ſeyeral reſolutions, all ſter | | 
which are ſeverally negatived 241 reſumes the enquiry into the 
ſays Parliament wiſhes to en- ſtate of the nation, and enumerates 
quire into the ſtate of the navy, but the advantages already derived 
the miniſtry are determined they from that enquiry 326 
thall not n e | 


Richmond, 


„ 


I N | 
Richmond, Duke of, is happy in Richmond, Duke of, reminds the 


finding our military forces ſtrength- 
enced -. - 327 
conſiders the French and 
American treaty as a SS one 
| | cn 
— comes to a conſideration of 
what was proper to be done at the 
preſent critical crifis ib. 
points out what ſhould be 
done | ib. 
—— — complains of the want of 
frigates | 329 
——  — confiders the difficulty of pro- 
curing ſeamen „ 
—— laments that all the boaſtings 
of the firſt Lord of the admiralty 
are come to nothing 332 
thinks that the filence of mi- 
niſters is extremely culpable id. 
———— turns his argument upon what 
confidence the miniſtry are enti- 
tled to 


333 
' — ———— Conſiders one battle loſt to 


the French as fatal to this king- 
V cſenſures the conduct of Lord 


Sandwich for oppoling meaſures of 


enquiry 353 
rd replies to the general charges 


made againſt the propriety of par- 
liamentary enquiries 354 
arraigns adminiſtration in 
general, and the firſt Lord of the 
admiralty in particular 356 
ſays the populace would riſe 
and tear the noble Lord, as the 
Dutch did De Witts, limb from 


Iimb ib. 
proceeds on the enquiry into 
the ſtate of the nation 358 


3 
——— conſiders it as the object of 
government to enſlave America ib. 
ſays that the acts of madmen 
create admiration, as well as the 
acts of the ſenſible 359 
confiders the preſent enquiry 
as of ſingular ſervice to the nation 
300 


D 


E. K 


Houſe, that the war had already 
coſt them twenty-four millions 
60 

reads to thr Houſe his — 
poſed addreſs to his Majeſty 361 
ſtates the number of land 
forces in North America at differ- 
ent periods 362 
computes the loſs of men by 
death, deſertion, or otherwiſe 363 
loſs in the navy ib. 
ſtates the remains of the ar- 
my, and how many wanting to 
recruit it ib. 
— — gives the value of the ſhips 
taken, and the lois, ſuſtained by 
the African company - 3604 
anſwers Lord Viſcount Wey- 
mouth's objections to his propoſed 


* 


addreſs to the King 1 370 
differs in opinion from Lord 
Chatbam 372 


takes a view of our ſituation 
during that nobleman's admini- 
ſtrat ion ib. 
conſiders it as totally imprac- 
ticable to preſerve the dependency 
of America 373 
propoſes to adjourn the 
Houſe, on the indiſpoſition of the 
Earl of Chatham 374 
informs the Houſe of the ſtate 
of Lord Chatham's health 376 
replies to Lord Shelburne's 
ſpeech 396 
ſhews the impracticability of 
conquering America 597 
declares that no man in his 

ſenſes can think of going to war 

in our preſent circumttances 398 
—— confiders the conduct of the 

miniſtry for ſome time paſt as tend- 

ing to enſlave America 399 
is againſt employing foreign 
generals in our armics, while we 
have good ones of our own 409 


moves for the third reading 
402 
Richmand, 


of the Foley bill 


F 


Richmond, Duke of, moves for co- 
pies of all papers relative to the ac- 
counts received of the Toulon 
fleet 405 

proceeds on the examination 
of the Toulon papers 408 

——— —— cenſures the admiralty bench 
for making no uſe of the informa- 
tions they receive 409 

expoſes ſtrange condutt in 

the managers of our naval forces 

| 410 

accuſes Lord Sandwich of 
vain and deceitful boaſtings 411 

—— makes a motion reſpecting 
the miniſtry's knowledge of the 
ſailing of the Toulon fleet 412 

——— replies to the anſwer of Lord 
Sandwich 415 

gays he feels ſincerely for the 
noble Lord at the head of the ad- 
miralty 423 

adviſes their Lordſhips to 
look forward to their own ſafe'y 
424 

moves ſome reſolutipns re- 
ſpecting the Toulon fleet and our 
own navy | ib. 

Rockingham, Marquis of, riſes to 
take notice of the criminal igno- 
rance of the firſt Lord of the ad- 
miralty 65 

conſiders our trade as ma- 

terially hurt by the inability of the 
miniſtry 1b. 
re:ds a letter from Gen, 

Gates, communicated by ihe Earl 

of Thanet | 20 

declares himſelf defirous of 

attending to Gen. Gates's propoſi- 

tion for an accommodation 211 

conſiders the conciliatory 
bills as inadequate, and muſt prove 

ineffectual 293 

| accuſes the miniſtry of en- 
deavouring to throw the odium of 
their crimes upon the King 294 

—— Tepreſents the country 


gentlemen as diſappointed and 


duped by the miniſtry ib. 


————————— . — j ˖—[Ü%»—1Q̃«³»m i. 
— 


8 * 


Rockingham, Marquis of, attacks 
the invincible obſtinacy of the mi- 
niſtry, and the non- effect of the 
conciliatory bills a 
computes the ſeveral ſums 
borrowed for the three laſt years 
| | ; | 320 
aſſerts that the French 
court laughs at the preſent mĩni- 
ſtry | „ ib. 
repreſents our ſettlements 
as very badly protected 334 
— is very ſevere on Lord 
Sandwich for his affected ſecrecy 

1 
— ſpeaks in defence of the 
popery bill | 1 
Sandwich, Earl of, pays great com- 
pliments to the abilities of the 
Earl of Chatham ; = 
but cannot allow him to þe 
right in one ſingle part of his ar- 
gument ä 
conſiders oratory as one thing; 
truth, reaſon, and conviction, as | 
another | = 4 
- undertakes to redify, in the | 
opinion of the Houle, the mifta- ö 
ken notions of Lord Chatham ib. | 
enters into a defence of the ſtate [ 
of the navy ib. 
ſtates the preſent force of un 
navy, and repreſents it as formi- 
dable IS 
—— repreſents our naval force ag 
ſuperior to any thing the French 
can muſter | 16 
— alludes to Admiral Keppel as 
ready to ſtand forth as the chame 
pion of the navy *... 
— conſiders the nation as ſecure 
in the friendſhip of Portugal ib. 
inſiſts that our naval force is 
more than a match for the whole 
Houſe of Bourbon WS; 
— ſhould conſider himſelf as inex- 
cuſable, ſhould at any time the 
navy of the Houſe of Bourbon be 
ſuperior to the Britiſh ib. 
Sandwich, ; 


1 
Jandwich, Earl of, confiders the 


amchdments of Lord Chatham as 
extravagant and diſgraceful 17 


Et 


bam Tight 18 
conſiders it as a misfortune 
that we have been too lenient in 
- Awericak meaſures - = 
| —— ſays that he ſhall be ready to 
1 cite his own perſonal character 


N 4 * 


| compliments himſelf on the 
opportunity of ſetting Lord Chat- 


92 


T. 


ox 
Sandwich, Earl of, ridicules a learned 
Lord's "aſſertions of an invaſion 
from Calais 277 
anſwers ſome obſervations 
made on the ſtate of the militia 178 
—— confidently aſſerts, that the 
Fug: miniſtry are not my 


fays he all along dreaded ha 
enquiry into the ſtate of the nation 
206 


to popular opinion, when neceſſary e547 BEAM conſiders the preſent war as 


2 
— afferts that our navy is ſuffici- 


ib. 


_ power 
— enters into an altercation 
with the Duke of Richmond on the 

| ſtate of the bavy _ 54 
— 7c in at Gariath, and 
declates he is an honeſt man, and 
wilt not be brow-beaten 62 
— 25 eats, that our navy was 
fully adequate to the whole force 
of the Houſe of Bourbon 63 
—— ſays he ſhall take care to be 
prepated for any thing the Houſe 
of Bourbon can do 64 
— explains the uſe of ſupernu- 
merary men on board the fleets 67 
afſerts that the force of our 
navy ought to be concealed from 
the enemy 68 
— confiders the power of the 
French navy as 250MM only * 


paper 
-M of riſes once more to ny him- 


ſelf 
confiders the affair of Me. 
Platt as different from that re- 
lated by the Duke of Richmond 

"70 

VEL ſays he ſhall oppoſe E=3 
" motion Which may expoſe | our 
"weakneſs 156 
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to Lord Camden 


E xx 


buſe 177 


: 8 7 powerful to frighten any 


pays ſeveral ironical eltopt 1 


176 
dcubied not but 8 | 
OWers had their emiflarics in that 


advantageous , to the country, tho 
he wiſhes to ſee an end to it ib. 
ſtates the impoſſibility of em- 
ploying men of war in the buſineſs 
of tranſports 218 
- fays we never had a navy on 
a more reſpectable footing than the 
preſent | 219 
affirms he is better acquaint- 
ed with, and has been longer in 
his office, than any other noble- 
man ib. 
enters into a diſpute with 
the Earl of Briſtol concerning what 
are Jine-of-battle ſhips 220 
oppoſes the motion for the 
ſarveyor of the navy to attend the 
Houſe | 248 
obſerves, that in every coun- 
try there, were ſhips pon paper, 
which were zot fit for ſervice 249 
——— endeavours to remove ſome 
cenſures thrown on him, and paſſes 
an eulogium on his own admigi- 
ſtration 263 
——— enters into à long detail re- 
lative to the Eaſt-India Company, 
the iniquity of ſhips huſbands, &c. 
26 
confeſſes that the trade = 
ſuffered, but ſays that inconye- 
nience could not be remedied 26 5. 
ſtates the great care he has 
taken to reſtore the ſplendour of 
the navy | . 
——— endeayours to defend the 
conduct of os a 


Sanriths 
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foreign to the 


Scarſdale, Lord, 


Vor. IX. 


* 
Sandwich, Earl of, replies to the 


Duke of Richmond on the ſubject 
of impreſſing ſeamen 330 
acknowledges there was a 
very great ſcarcity of men 331 


. thinks it very imprudent . 


to tell France where the kingdom 
was leaſt defended ib. 


—— heartily wiſhes the enquiry 


into the ſtare of the nation had ne- 
ver been begun 345 


=— endvours to remove the 


charges laid againſt him by the 
Earl of Effingham 346 
——— complains much of the un- 
fair practice of going into matter 
fubject in debate 

5 350 
——excuſes himſelf from mean- 
ing to throw. the leaſt reflection 
upon Lord Hawke 


% 
Fo 


the directors of Greenwich Hoſpi- 
ml | I 


| 35 
| defends a noble Lord againſt 


£24 the charge of a cloſet contract 352 


| attempts a reply to the 
Duke of Richmond Ar2 


— Vindicate himſelf againſt 


the miſrepreſentations of the Eacl 
of Briſto 463 
propoſed by admi- 
-niſtration as chairman of the com- 


| mittee for enquiring into the ſtate 


- of the nation | 160 
Shelburne, Lord, beholds the con- 
duct of adminiſtration with aſto- 
niſhment 3 


account of the navy as groſsly erro- 
neous | ib. 


—— — accuſes adminiſtration of en- 


deavouring to force every thing 
upon both Houſes without enquiry 
3 | 20 
— quotes a very fingular cir- 
cumſtance reſpecting Prince George 
of Denmark Sk Fg 21 


ib. 
a duverts tothecharge againſt 


1 
conſiders Lord Sandwich's 


— . — wp) i et 


8 E X. c ; 
Shelburne, Lord, doubts the aſſer- 


tions of Lord Sandwich reſpecting 


Admiral Keppel 2I 


miſing ſtate of affairs reſpecting our 

forces in North America 

| — conſiders the war in America 
as governed on little narrow prin- 
ciples,. | | ib. 


expence of adminiſtration 23 
ridicules the folly of a certain 
miniſter, who conquers all Ame- 
rica in his cloſet | ib. 
- expreſſes his hearty concur- 
rence in the amendment to the ad- 


dreſs propoſed by Lord Chatham 4 
: 4 24 
attacks the Earl of Suffolk . + 


for wiſhing to put off the enquiry 
into the cauſe of Gen. Burgoyne's 


defeat 83 


——— conſiders miniſters as ac- 
_ countable to the public for what- 

ever blunders may occaſion na- 
tional miſcarriages | 84 
repreſents the fate of Mr. 
Burgoyne as of a moſt alarming 
nature „ 


ners of the Canada expedition to 
the Lapland witches ib. 
—— thinks the inſtruQtions given 
to Gen. Burgoyne ſhould be laid 
before the Houſe _: 8s 
conſiders Gen. Carleton's 


only crime with adminiſtration, 


was his not approving of employ- a | 


ing ſavages ib, 


ſtances to ſhew the inability,” per- 


verſeneſs, and abſurdity of the 


-minittry Os ib. 
conſiders the preſent mea» 


ſures as thoſe of adminiſtration, and 


not of either Parliament or people 86 


rity of the Lower Houſe 


takes a view of the unpro- 


422 


extols Gen. Carleton at the 


compares the Pall-mall plan- A 


produces a variety of eireum- 


draws a picture of the majo- 


Shelburne, 
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[Shelburne Lord, ' declares his ſenti- 
ments relative to the dependency 
of America on this country ib. 
ſpeaks in commendation of 
Gen. Haldimand 95 
— but blames adminiſtration 
in entruſting a foreigner with ſo 
important a Cg and ib. 
— "riſes in defence of Lord 
Chatham in the diſpute about em- 
Ploying American ſavages 98 
— — reprehends in the ſtrongeſt 
terms, Lord Suffolk, as guilty of 
preſumption 124 
TI conſiders the preſent admi- 
niſtration as compoied of weak 
and wicked men ib. 
enters into a view of the ab- 
ſurd conduct of the war 125 
. thinks the public have a right 
to demand the execution of the 
author of their ruin ib. 
— — gives a very material reaſon 
why parliament Hou! nat be ad- 
: _ Journed 126 
—— Rates the deplorable 1 
tion of our arms in America ib. 
TOE thinks it vain to imagine 
that America will ever treat with 
the preſent m en het 127 


—— conſiders 


** 23 


281 

cat the raiſing troops 
without the authority of parlia- 
ment as new and unconſtitutianal 
14 

— cannot conceive chat = 
tendauce for the judges for one 
day could be any inconvenience ib. 
Jays he ſhall never go to 
WMWeſtmiaſter-Hall to enquire whe- 
the. conſtitution j is in danger 150 
conſiders the conciliatory | 
bills} in two points of view 187 


that America mall be independent 
of this country | ib. 


X. 


— 


Yays he never will conſent | 


Shelburne, Lord, reprobates treaties 
| commerce as the mol ridiculous 
things! in the world 288 
confiders the flouriſhing ſtate 
of Europe under an uſprper _ ib. 
repreſents the government 
under Ohver Cromwell as conduc- 
ted on principles of juſiice, and 
not of eorrupt: on 289 
expreſſes the utmoſt averſion 
to every idea of American indepen- 
dency ib. 
ridicules the hope of gaining 
any thing from America by com- 
mercial alliances ib. 
——— conſiders the treaty figned 
by France and America as contain- 
ing nothing alarming to England 
ib. 
— 1 reſents peace at_any rate 
preferable to war „ 290 
ſays the ſtay of the troops in 
Philadelphia will end only in ſtar- 
vation, captivity or defeat 291 
——— conſiders the conciliatory 
bills i 0 2 of effect ib. 
eſents them as inſincere 
and infidi ious ib. 
— condemns the ſhameful ſub- 
ferviency of Parliament ib. 
draws a picture of the miniſter 
ſhould his American plans by chance 
ſucceed 292 
males ſeveral animadverſions 
on miniſters, whom he repreſents 
as the tools of -their ſecret em- 
_ -ployers ib, 
conſiders a French waras un- 
avoidable 32.3 
——— recammends every poſſible 
means of ſupporting the credit of 
the bank 324 
throws out ſame exceeding 
- evece remark; on ag reat law 9 
1 
—— is for purſuing the plan of 
war at all events 325 
—— — recommcnds to lop thoſe 
_ drones of ſociety, the church be- 
nefices, 


rr 
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„„ 


nefices, the poſſeſſors of which 
live a life of idleneſs and inutility 


5 
Shelburne, Lord, declares he was no 
enemy to peace, if it could be pro- 


Cured with honour ib. 
compliments the Lords on 
their attention to Lord Chatham's 
indiſpoſition 376 
gives a particular account 
of his own ſentiments reſpecting 
America 377 
— is happy in finding his opi- 

nion to agree with that of Lord 

Chatham ib. 
mentions the various means 

that have been uſed to make him 


change his opinion 378 


— enumerates ſome cf the miſ- 
fortunes we mult feel ſhouid Ame- 
rica be allowed independence 379 

—— = conſiders the nation às high- 
ly indebted to the Duke of Rich- 
mond for his enquiry 380 


left, though he cannot point them 
out; ib. 
—— refers to the general ſcheme 
of population and opulency 3861 
— ſays the monied men have 
no confidence in che preſent admi- 
niſtration 382 
——— conſiders the French nation 
as more degenerated than ours ib. 
—————- repreſents the preſent mini- 
ftry, as having been the ruin as well 
as diſgrace of this country ib. 
——— points out what he thinks 
ought to have been done 383 
——— — ſays the worlt ftate a nation 
can poſſibly fall into is 
ſpondeney | ib. 
thinks we now felt the ef-: 
fects of the worſt ſpecies of bad 
government | 385 
— inſiſts there is money in the 
nation, but . 28 of — 


prevails 


— 


thinks we have ſtill means 


$ that of de- 


1 
Shelburne, Lord, ſays that great 
things may be done by opulent and 


ſpirited individuals ib. 
ſhews whatever one man Is 
is capable of doing - . 386 


| adverts to the ſtate of Holland 
in the celebrated year 1762 ib. 

0 confiders it in ſome meaſure 
as a ſketch of our own times 387 

— repreſents our minifters, if 
they deferve that name, as in a 


ſtate of ſtupefaction 388 
paints adminiſtration in ve- 
ry unpleaſing colours ib. 


repreſents the miniſters of 
France as more able and careful 
than ours „ 
adviſes his Majeſty to try 
what can be done with the le 
| \ + 
inſiſts that France knows 
the ſituation of our navy and army 
as well as ourſelves 


as much the repreſentatives of 
the people as the commons 392 
is of opinion that the Lords 
have a right to alter, amend, or 


or reject a money- bill 393 | 


————- Cconliders our preſent ſitua- 


tion as a full proof of the wicked- 


neſs and imbecility of ad miniſtra- 
tion ib, 
gives up all hopes of any 


ſacceſs from the American com- 
miſſioners 394 


points out the proper mode 
of treating with America 395 
is ready at all times to give 
his advice freely 396 


hopes of ſucceſs under the direc- 


tion of the preſent adminiſtration | ; 


ih, 


a 


| 391 
conſiders the Houſe of Lords 


. concludes that there are no 


ſents the French as vyl- 
ba in the Welt- Indies 400 
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Shelburve, Lord, paſſes. high enco- 
miums on Prince Ferdinand 401 
declares no good can be ex- 
pected from the enn ſet of men 
in office | e ib. 
moves chat che Houſe do at- 
tend the a ol Lord Chatham 
405 
- ſpeaks i in ſupport of the 0 
popery ball. 
riſes in ſupport of the _ 
racter of the lace Earl of Chatham 


441 


enters into ſeveral ſtrictures 


on the conduct and ſentiments ot a 


noble Dake 443 
replies to the Duke of Chan- 


dos 


— - {peaks in favour of continu- 


ing the ſeſſion 458 — 
Shoolbred, John, Eſq. examined at 
the bar | 


had materially ſuffered by the 
American war. th. 


Suffolk, Earl of, oppoſes the amend- 


ment made by Lord Chatham to 


the addreſs _ 24 
—— conſiders Lord Chatham as 
5 exceedingly miſtaken inevery thing 


he advances, relative to America ib. 
—— 7epreſents that noble Earl as 
having charged adminiſtration with 


heinous crimes - 2 
endeavouring to fet Lord Shel- 


burne right in ſome pred miſ- 


take iD. : 
— conſiders the advantage of em- 
ploying foreigners | +20 - + 


—— thinks the ” complying with 


the meaſures of the crown as the 
moſt rational conduct _* ib. 


— ſays, that had not the Indians 
been employed by us, they would 
ary been E __—_— us 
| 48 
1 — Cena that a general report 
was not ſufficient to ground a, 


55 


| parliamentary enquiry bon 


200 
— caſſerts that hs African trade 


. 


Suffolk, Earl, wiſhes to poſtpone the 
enquiry into Gen. Burgoyne's de- 
on till a more proper - =" 

1 

— ſupports the meaſure of em- 

| ploying the ſavages 82 


— argues in favour of the ſuſ- 


penfian of the habeas corpus act 
10 
promiſes to lay before the houſe 
papers requiſite for the intended 
enquiry into the ſtate of the na- 
tion | 108 
ſays, whatever meaſures he fup- 
ported or advifed, were always 
ſor his country's good | 117 
is certain that the people ſaw 
the neceſſity of the meaſures pur- 
ſued by the miniſtry id. 
deſires his conduct to be en- 
9 into, as fairly and — 
as he acts 
conſiders the ſpirit of italy 
and ſound patriotiſm as not yet 
extinguiſhed 118 
—— ſays they retire to deliberate, 
not to feaſt; to weigh materially 
future e ee not to feaſt 119 
—— txeats with the utmoſt contempt 
| the conduct of a Vagrant Congreſs 
; ib. 
—— acknowledges that the preſent 
is à moſt unhappy and calami- 
tous war 98141 
— thinks there is great im policy 
in expoſing the weakneſs of our 
home defence 167 


— conſiders the navy, and not 


the army, as our principal and 
ſureft defence 1.68 
—— repreſents. our navy as in a very 
© flouriſhing ſtate ib. 


— thinks there is no particular 


reaſon to believe that foreign 
powers will break with us 169 
—— conſiders the royal prerogative 
as varying with the times 188 
— laments that the weakneſs of 
the nation 1s . expoſed 207 
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Suffolk, Earl of, objects toGen.Gates's 


letter being permitted to lie upon 


the table - 2310 


—— conſiders that letter as full of 
invectives againſt the preſent ad- 
miniſtration 21 

—— oppoſes the motions of the 


Duke of Richmond 2385 


—— couſiders Great Britain as by 
no means contemptible in the 


eyes of foreigners 240 


ſays, Capt Allen had been 
moſt mercifully treated, inſtead 
of being hanged as a rebel 254 
endeavours to clear himſelf of 


a charge of incoaliftency 28 
—— repreſents the Americans as 
in a ſtate of diftreſs 282 


Talbot, Earl, takes part in the de- 
bate about appointing a chairman 


to the committee on the ſtate of 
the nation 8 162 
Temple, Earl, expreſſes his higheſt 
indignation at the conciliatory 2 
282 

————- conſiders thoſe bills as car- 
rying with them certain ruin to 
this country 283 

| believes that America had 
aimed at independency from the 
beginning + 


*% 
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Duke of Mancheſter, reſpeQing 


' a ſimile he drew 90 
— ſpeaks highly in favour of 
Gen. Haldimand | -- 9T 
repreſents Gen. Howe as en- 
camped in a moſt advantageous 


- fituation | | ib. 
| oppoſes the reading of a let- 
ter from Gen. Gates 7 


conſiders the conciliatory 
bills as a melancholy and degra- 
ding ſubject =) 295 
aſſerts that the war was not 
occationed by the miniftry ib. 
— Conceives, from the opinions 
of great lawyers, that we have a 
right to tax the colonies ib. 
———— repreſents our American af- 
fairs not ſo deſperate as they have 
been 505 . 296 

| alludes to Ireland as the ſup- 
port of our declining empire 297 
W arrant of commitment of Colonel 
Ethan Allen, &c, called for 339 
Weymouth, Lord, riſes to ſupport 
the propoſed addreſs to the King 
on his ſpeech 34 
— thinks America muſt be 
brought to reaſon by force 3g 
endeavours to juſtify the 


ib. ſpeech of the Earl of Suffolk 123 


m—— condemns the inconſiſten „ dͥeclares that his heart and 


; of adminiftration 4 ene 
Temple, Sir Richard, a commiſſionęr 


of the navy, undergoes a long — 
examination at the bar of the 
3083 * 


Hlouſe 14 
Thanet, Earl of, holds out a lette 


* 5 


which he declared he received 


from Gen. Gates 208 
Townſhend, Lord, declares he never 


employed the ſavages, in arms, in 


the army in America 


relative to the ſtate of Gibraltar, 
and the employing of ſavages in 
America 1 6 


Townſhend, Lord, replies to the 


nd ek 
3 


RM 
replies to Lord Chatham, 


voice were for peace, when that 
could be honourably obtained 124 


, perſiſts in the pacific inten- 
tions of France and Spain 222 

—— pleads total ignorance of any 
treaty being figned between France 
and America ; 272 
poſitively repeats the ſame. 
aſſertion of ignorance of the treaty 
delivers a meſſage from £3 
King reſpecting the treaty between 


France and America 314 
— moves for an addreſs to the 


King in reply thereto ib. 
. RS NT. | ES. . | 
Weymouth, 


ö 


© Weymouth, Lord, MSA au . Weymonth, Lord, oppoſes the mo- 
ment made in the addreſs, becauſe tion for deferring the prorogation 
it was an accuſation againſt mini- of Parliament 


* 


fers 316 Wooldridge, Mr. Alderman, (called 
— attempts to find an apology to the bar) ſtates. the number of 

; for his filence 326 ſhips loſt by capture, &ce. 196 
AY — deliver a meſla from tune produces R manuſcript ace 
it . King for calling out the militia ib. count of the above id. 
1 moves an addreſs of —— ſtares the average value of a 
” thanks to the . ib. hip and cargo tradiag to America 
( oppoſes the Duke of Rich- _ ib. 
=” mond's addreſs to the King 367 produces ſome other curious 
* — conſiders. the addreſs as an articles in proof of the lofles fuſ- 
8 on the ee of the tained in trade by American pri- 


368 vateers 197 
a meſſ: e from the Rates what was the trade to 
"Ein e e. i for his children America and the Weſt · India iſlands 
| 374 before the preſent lamentable diſ- 
 — —— moves for. an addreſs on that putes | 290 
co occafion : ib. Wycombe, Lord. See Shelburne. 
objects to che enqvity i into the „ | 
{| Saratoga —_ as out of time 448 
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